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INTRODUCTION. 


8evki;al   yciirs   fioo   ]  \vio;,^  a  series   of  articles   for 
tho   'Boy's    Own    Paper,'   r.^itino'    some    of  my   ad- 
ventures in   the   Xavy,    mhI  my  assortment  of  yarns 
w.'is  v.Ty  favnui-.-.l.Iy  r.ceiv.J    l.y  tl.e  juvenile  iui])]ic 
l-i-   whom   it-   was   written       i    am   eonse(|uently   en- 
couraged to  expand  these,  l.ringing  the  story  up  to 
tlate,  and    illustrating   the    prmeipal   events,   in   the 
hope    that    they   will    jnake    an    interesting    volume, 
•md  give  some  grown-ui.  Ih^-s  nn  idea  of"a  sailor's 
Ide    ;ind    experiences    during    nearly   fifty   years    ni 
her  Majesty's  service. 

The  sporting  pictures  in  the  volume  have  been 
•Irnwn  from  my  rough  sketches  at  the  Studio  of 
Design  under  the  supervision  ..f  Mv  Harry  Furniss. 
1  do  not  pretend  to  draw  fignrrs  an.l  animals  suffici- 
••iitly  well  for  reproduction.  Otherwise,  the  illustra- 
tions are  my  own,  and  most  of  them  are  original. 
That  of  Fatshan  Creek  is  slightly  altered  from  Mr 
Brierley's  picture;  while   the  "Calcutta  in  a  Gale'' 


and  the  "  Attack  on  the  Taku  Forts  "  are  fr<.»m  (1 
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lNTi;()I)r(   TKiN. 


loiio'  \v;iv  after)  Mr  BedwcH's  s])irit('(l  drawiims.      Tli 
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Tl 


ll't'C 


Drcl 


<o.rs. 


Hk' 


()i( 


1  ••v^i 


(U'I;k 


r(>l)riHliU't'(l  (Voin  ;i  painting  of  iniiic  which  wa.s  cxliih 
ited    in    (he    Xa\ai    lv\liihiriou    of    ISDi!.       Tl 


IC      1)|(' 


tiuvs  of  l.aiulv(  rk,  our  lionu>  in  SwcdcMi,  and  nC  the 
li.sli,  are  tVoiu  pliologTaplis  by  Miss  Mahcl  Sto|)r()rd. 
!  take  tin's  o|.[)oi'tuiii(y  of  tondci-iiio-  mv  grateful 
tliaid^s  to  my  ohl  fi-icnd  (licvalicr  l)c>  Murtiiio,  who 
wiy  kindl\-  looked  over  mv  hlack-aiid-whito  drawinos 
of  ships,  junks,  I'vii-.,  and  pointed  (tut   eerlain  err 


ors  in 
us  ,'ire 


[terspective  whieh  1  have  rei'tified.     The  drawin 

still  far  from  perfect,  hut  1   hope  that  they  will  fulfil 


th 


eir   purpose    of    indieatini>-    the    seiMies    thev 


are 


intended  lo  illustrate, 


^y.  u.  K. 
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A  LIFE   ON   THE   OCEAxN   WAVE. 


CPIAPTy.Ii    I. 

THE   XAVY   AS    IT   WAS. 

Si'Xf'  ""'"  ^^"^  to]dofakind-],oartea 
do  n^wT'"^^;  youngster  who  had  just  joined 
J      "'''^^'  ^y  '""^y  of  ^^ncournoemeut,  -  We  1  mv  hov 
I  suppose  It's  the  old  stoiy-'  The  fool  of  U  f       i  ' 
sent  to  sea.' "     "  Oh  no  .i,.  "        i     /  ?    ,   ^^'^  ^^^^^^l^' 

-officers,  men,  ships,  an,,  ,^T^"'^      '  "'""""' 

IS  lesponsible  for  many  fine  lads  being  rejected   nrin 
cipally  on  account  of  evcsioht  •  n,ul   T  i  '  ^ 

1         1      , ,     v^'-'ic  .  mjL  out  \vnat  it  is  necossni'x^  flm^- 

boy  should  know  the  differenee  bet.ve   ,'  Z  td 

'«1;  but  to  ..eject  him  because  he  eannot  ?eTX 
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THK    NAVY    AS    IT    WAS. 


across  a  room,  or  because  he  lias  lost  a  tooth  or  two, 
seems  to  me  over-scrupulous. 

Anyhow,  there  were  no  such  service  tests  when  1 
joined  the  service  on  the  lOtli  December  1851,  and 
was  entered  on  the  books  of  the  Victory,  to  be  pres- 
ently transferred  to  the  liodne}^  a  fine  90-t>un,  sail- 
ing line -of- battle  ship,  then  lyinp;  in  Portsmouth 
harbour  waiting  for  her  crew.  'I'his  operation  often 
took  six  months  at  that  time,  instead  of  as  many 
hours  as  at  present.  The  crews  were  })icked  up 
an}'how — long-shore  loafers,  jail-l)irds,  and  suchlike, 
with  a  sprinkling  of  good  seamen  amongst  them — 
and  it  took  the  first  year  of  the  commission  to  knock 
them  into  slia})e. 

Captain  Graham  was  an  officer  of  the  old  school 
and  a  fine  seaman,  and  the  commander,  George 
Ivandolph,  one  of  the  smartest  officers  of  the  day, 
and  a  strict  disciplinarian.  It  was  for  that  reason, 
I  suppose,  that  we  had  sent  to  us,  in  the  shape  of 
old  midshipmen,  some  of  the  choicest  specimens  of 
humanity  it  has  ever'  been  my  lot  to  be  shipmates 
with.  j\lost  of  them  were  notorious  characters,  who, 
having  failed  to  pass  their  examinations,  had  been 
kicked  out  of  one  ship  after  another,  and  were  sent 
to  the  Kodney  on  probation,  to  be  finally  disposed 
of  according  to  their  merits.  There  were  nine  of  us 
naval  cadets  on  first  entry,  the  total  being  made 
up  with  clerks,  master's  assistants,  and  assistant- 
surgeons,  bringing  up  our  complement  to  thirty  in 
the  gunroom.  During  our  long  stay  at  Portsmouth 
some  of  the  above,  having  their  leave  stoj^ped  for 
various  offences,  had  abundant  leisure  to  bull}^  us 
unfortunate  youngsters.  An  account  of  their  amuse- 
ments will  scarcely  be  credited  at  the  present  day. 
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umicccssary  to  niciition.  Tliey  were  all  di'iiiikards, 
and  \ver(i  tui-iicd  out  of  tlie  service  before  the  sliip 
went  to  sea.  The  fun  (i)  used  to  l»e,uin  in  the 
evenin,!^',  when  most  <»f  the  respectal)le  nieniliers 
had  gone  ashore.  We  were  sent  down  to  put  on 
our    tail-coats    and    swords,    and    then,    after    heino; 


para( 


led, 


were  nnu 


le   t 


o  sit  across  ( 


hairs  and   attack 


each  otlier.  At  the  order  "  Draw  swords!"  at  it  we 
went,  cuttino;  and  shishing,  four  (ni  each  side,  the  odd 
one,  there  heiniij  nine  of  us,  l)eing  ke])t  in  reserve, 
and  pitched  l)odily  into  the  lUf'/t'c  when  the  coinl)at 
was  most  lively.  Tlie  next  ])art  in  the  prooramme 
was  a  fox-hunt !  This  was  the  signal  for  us  to  olf 
coats  and  swords.  One;  of  the  youngsters,  ap})ropri- 
atcly  named  Fox,  had  a  curved  crunil)- brush  tied 
on  to  him.  Chairs  and  otlier  obstacles  were  placed 
round  the  tal)les,  and  off  we  went  in  full  chase,  one 
of  the  party  standing  on  the  table  and  slashing  into 
us,  without  "partiality,  favour,  ov  atfec^tion,"  while 
the  rest  of  the  "  crew "  looked  on  admiringly  over 
stiff  tuml)lers  of  grog. 

The  proceedings  were  usually  brought  to  a  con- 
clusion by  prayer  !  Divested  of  our  coats  and  shoes, 
we  were  made  to  kneel  on  the  lo  ...ers  round  the 
stern-ports,  which  were  closed  at  that  time,  and  at 
a  iiiveii  sijTnal — a  blow  on  the  l)a(;k  with  a  hammer 
— we  all  commenced  praying  in  a  loud  voice,  our 
prayers  being  brought  to  an  abrupt  conclusion  by  a 
l)low  on  the  feet  from  the  hammer.  These  prayers 
were  all  directed  to  the  same  end  —  viz.,  that  our 
persecutors  might  pass  their  examinations  with 
credit,  and  rise  to  the  highest  ranks  in  the  service  ! 
But  as  our  petitions  were  not  expressed  in  the  same 


! 


;  i  b 


I) 


,JI .  <  ■  ^^^^^ 


mm^mt^^mmmm 


THK   NAVY    AS    IT    WAS. 


form,  tlie  Itabel  of  tongues  can  lie  more  t'tisily 
imagined  tliuu  ile.scribed  :  nor  were  tlicy  very  suo 
ccssful,  us  having  on  one  occasion  i)ray('(l  for  tlic 
best  part  of  the  evening  for  two  of  this  precious 
gang,  who  were  going  up  for  their  examinations 
on  the  following  day,  and  were  both,  unfortunately 
for  us,  rejected,  the  I'csult  was  we  were  Hogged 
all  round.  It  is  ((uite  likely  tiiat  the  fact  of  our 
having  some  foul  medicines  (pr<iscril)ed  for  one  of 
the  senior  members)  forced  into  our  mouths  was 
not  conducive  to  devotion  1 

These  playful  "amusements"  were  of  daily  and 
nightly  occurrence,  and  glad  were  we  when  the 
familiar  signal,  a  fork  stuck  into  a  beam  overhead, 
gave  notice  that  it  was  time  for  us  youngsters  to 
retire  :  the  rest  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  orgies 
by  the  old  hands.  In  fact,  the  intemperate  character 
of  these  creatures  was  to  us  the  greatest  blessing, 
sin(!e  it  was  only  when  they  were  helplessly  drunk 
that  we  could  hope  for  any  peace. 

I  rememl)er  a  night  when  one  of  them,  who  went 
by  the  name  of  Jack,  came  tumbling  down  the  hatch- 
way in  a  beastly  state  of  intoxication,  closely  fol- 
lowed by  another  of  the  gang.  The  pair  were  then 
lashed  up  in  their  hannnocks  by  the  middle,  and 
triced  u])  to  the  heams,  the  head  aud  foot  clews 
l)eing  let  ,*:-i,  and  there  they  hung  like  the  Golden 
Fleece  till  cut  down.  Soon  after  this  Jack  had  an 
epileptic  Ht,  and  was  nearly  drowned  in  his  bath, 
and  had  to  be  invalided  out  of  the  service.  Two 
others  were  dismissed  for  drunkenness,  and  only 
one  ren>>ym'd.  This  fellow  had  the  credit  of  beino; 
the  ijgliest  man  in  the  service,  and  the  claim  was 
not   likely  to  be  disputed.     lie   was  seen  one  day 
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{idmiriiio-  himself  in  tlic  o'liiss,  exclnimini'-,  "Well, 
you  are  an  ii,nly  l>rutel"  ;infl  so  he  was,  and  a 
coward  as  well  as  a  Itiilly.  However,  his  turn 
was  now  eonie  ;  lie  eouldn't  tackle  us  single-handed, 
and  we  felt  ourselves  strong  cnouuh  to  turn  the 
taUes  on  liim,  so  we  held  a  council  of  war  in  the 
main-top,  ann  we  decided  to  "  bell  the  cat "  on  the 
first  opportunity.  Ilavini;'  conveyed  our  intention 
to  the  individual,  and  heen  answereil  with  ridicule 
and  threats,  we  armed  ourselves  with  pieces  of  ro])C 
to  hind  our  victim,  and  other  pieces,  knotted  at  the 
end,  to  [)unish  him  when  l)()und,  and  quietly  l)i(h3d 
our  time.  The  opportunity  soon  arrived.  There 
were  only  five  of  us  conspirators  out  of  the  nine, 
the  remaining  four  li.ivinsj;  declined  to  take  part  in 
the  operations  ;  so  one  day,  wlien  lie  had  thrashed 
one  of  us  for  no  cause,  we  sprang  on  the  wretch  as 
he  was  leaving  the  gunroom,  knocked  him  down, 
and  lashed  him  "spread-eagle"  fashion  to  iron  l)olts 
in  the  deck,  and  gave  him  such  a  thrashing  that  he 
was  on  the  sick-list  for  a  fortnight.  After  every 
dozen  rounds,  administered  with  a  rope's-end  or  a 
sword-scablxird,  we  asked  him  if  he  would  leave  us 
alone  in  future ;  but  being  answered  with  oaths  and 
execmtions,  the  punishment  was  continued  till  he 
had  received  thirteen  dozen,  when  he  fainted  and 
w'as  cast  ofi".  This  (quieted  the  scoundrel  for  a  bit, 
but  he  had  to  have  another  dose.  This  time  he 
armed  himself  with  the  oiiice-ruler,  witli  which  he 
felled  one  of  our  party  like  an  ox  ;  but  we  were  on 
to  him  like  tiger-cats,  and  gave  him  such  a  dressing 
that  he  was  hors  de  combat  for  many  a  day.  This 
matter  came  to  the  commander's  ears,  and  we  were 
reprimanded  for  taking  the  law  into  our  own  hands ; 
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THE    NAVY    AS    IT   WAS, 


but  I  fancy  lie  Aviiiked  at  it,  knowing  how  the  case 
stood.  Soon  afterwards  this  worthy  was  dismissed 
from  the  service  for  drunkenness. 

Having  tJius  disposed  of  tlie  whole  gang,  I  will 
dismiss  them  from  my  story  ;  but  let  it  not  Ije  sup- 
posed that  the  above  -  mentioned  crowd  is  a  fair 
specimen  of  the  gunroom  officer  of  that  da}',  for  we 
had  some  fine  fellows,  who  have  since  risen  to  the 
highest  posts,  and  are  still  living,  a  credit  and  an 
ornament  to  the  service.  There  were  also  others 
who,  though  not  so  fortunate  in  that  respect,  were 
at  least  harmless,  and  often  amusing,  messmates. 
One  had  been  on  a  brio;  on  the  AVest  Coast  of 
Africa  slave  -  hunting,  and  he  used  to  relate  how 
he  had  written  to  his  old  father,  n  parson  in  the 
JMidlands,  telling  him  of  his  terrible  experience  in 
the  brig — how  they  had  been  "  running  for  three 
days  under  close-reefed  capstan,  with  the  poop  triced 
up,"  and  how  his  father  had  offered  up  thanks  for 
his  merciful  deliverance,  and  sent  him  a  £5  note, 
with  which  he  went  on  the  spree  I 

Being  desirous  of  ac(|uiring  the  rudiments  of  our 
profession,  we  youngsters  sjjent  a  good  deal  of  time 
with  the  boatswain,  a  fine  old  salt,  who  used  to 
entertain  us  with  long  yarns  of  his  experiences. 
One  day,  by  way  of  cojisolation,  he  thus  addressed 
one  of  the  youngsters  who  had  left  home  and  was 
looking  rather  miseral)le  :  "  Well,  my  boy,  did  your 
father  cry  when  you  left  'ome  ?  "  "  No,"  said  the  boy. 
'*  'Ard-'arted  old  scoundrel  i  Did  your  mother  cry  ? " 
"Yes."  "  Pore,  soft-'earted  old  gal  1  Did  your  sisters 
cry?"  "Yes."  "Pore,  tender-'earted  little  fools.  "^  A 
few  days  before  we  sailed  the  boatswain  gave  a  tea- 

'  Tliis  story  ■was  illustrated  in  '  Punch '  not  long  aj,o. 
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party  in  liis  cabin  in  the  fore-cockpit ;  his  wife  and 
his  wife's  sister  were  of  the  party,  and  the  cabin-hoy 
was  giving  the  hist  finisliing  touches,  when  the  boVn, 
by  H'ay  of  sliowing  off  his  eloquence,  thus  expressed 
himself:  "Here,  l)oy,  we'll  hexpense  with  your 
services,  you  disgustable  young  blackguard  !  " 

At  last  the  time  arrived  for  the  Rodney  to  put 
CO  sea,  so  we  were  sent  for  a  cruise  in  the  chops  of 
the  Channel  to  look  for  a  gale  of  wind,  and  we  were 
not  long;  in  findino-  one, 

xVny thing  more  miserable  I  cannot  imagine  than 
an  old  line-of-l  - '  tie  ship  rolling  and  pitching  in  the 
trough  of  the  sea,  the  gunroom  ports  all  barred  in, 
and  nothinoj  Ijut  "  salt  horse "  to  eat.  for  in  those 
days  we  were  not  allowed  to  take  an}'  live  stock  to 
sea.  After  this  cruise  the  Rodney  was  attached  to 
the  Channel  Squadron.  Wliilst  cruising  with  this 
squadron  we  came  very  near  being  wrecked  on 
Lisbon  bar.  We  were  lieing  towed  out  by  a  steamer 
in  a  dead  calm,  but  there  was  a  terrific  sea  on  the 
bar,  the  hawsers  parted,  and  we  were  left  rolling 
helplessly  in  the  trough  of  the  sea,  and  drifting 
towards  a  most  danoerous  reef.  The  tiller  broke 
off  short  in  the  rudder,  the  rudder-head  sprang,  and 
it  seemed  all  over  with  us,  when  a  light  breeze 
(.'ame  up  from  seaward,  all  sail  was  made,  and  we 
managed  to  get  back  into  port.  From  Lisbon  we 
r(?tu]iied  to  England,  and  soon  afterwards  sailed  for 
tlie  Mediterranean. 

Feb.  1853. — We  left  8pithead  in  a  snowstorm, 
and  l)eing  discovered  snowballing  on  the  poop,  the 
commander  ordered  me  and  another  youngster  to 
remain  there  for  the  rest  of  the  day  and  sweep  the 
})oop  clean  of  snow. 
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CHAPTER   II. 

IXCIDENTS    LEADING    IT   TO   THE   CKIMEAX   WAR. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  Rodney  was  a  dull  sailer, 
we  made  a  capital  passage,  and  running  before  a 
favouriiio-  o-ale,  we  passed  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar 
six  days  after  leaving  England ;  and  had  it  not  been 
for  an  accident  which  befell  us  when  half-way  between 
Gibraltar  and  ]\Ialta,  we  should  have  made  a  record 
passage  for  a  sailing-ship.  She  was  running  before 
a  heavy  westerly  gale  at  the  rate  of  12  knots  an 
hour,  when  about  mid'Mght  the  hawse-plugs  (blocks 
of  wood  to  plug  up  the'  hawse-pipes  where  the  cable 
passes  through)  were  washed  in,  and  an  immense 
body  of  water  rushed  in  and  flooded  the  lower  deck. 
The  pace  of  the  ship  through  the  water  made  it 
impossible  to  go  forward  to  plug  the  pipes,  and  the 
sea  poured  down  the  hatchways  into  the  cockpit  and 
holds,  and  she  became  nearly  water-logged,  and  in 
danger  of  foundering  with  all  hands. 

On  deck  the  uproar  was  awful :  rain  w\as  coming 
down  in  torrents,  and  the  wind  roaring,  so  that  it 
was  impossible  to  hear  the  orders  of  the  officers. 
The  ship  was  running  under  close-reefed  main  top- 
sail and  reefed  fore-sail.  All  hands  were  piped  to 
"save   ship" — one    watch   to   shorten    sail,  and   the 
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OVERBOARD    AT   THE    OPERA.  9 

Wtatcli  below  to  man  the  pumps.  It  was  decided 
to  l)niig  the  ship  to  the  wind,  to  stop  her  way 
through  the  water,  always  a  dangerous  operation  in 
a  gale  of  wind,  and,  to  make  matters  worse,  we  were 
known  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  the  much -dreaded 
Sorelli  rocks,  where  H.^LS.  Avenger  was  lost  with 
all  hands.  However,  it  had  to  be  done.  The  captain, 
commander,  and  master  were  amonii'  the  best  seamen 
in  the  service;  the  ship  was  brought-to,  when  bang 
went  the  main  top-sail,  blown  clean  out  of  the  bolt- 
ro[)es,  and  disappearing  in  the  pitchy  darkness  to 
leeward.  ^leantime  the  decks  were  scuttled  in 
several  places,  to  let  the  water  into  t!ie  hold  ;  the 
chain  pumps  clanked  merrily  round,  and  the  ship 
was  saved. 

AVe  reached  Malta  a  few  days  later,  eleven  days 
from  England,  and  joined  the  squadron  there  as- 
sembled under  Vice-Admiral  Sir  James  Dundas. 
Here  we  remained  four  months,  enjoying  ourselves 
as  midshipmen  are  so  well  al)le  to  do  —  riding, 
Ijoating,  and  a  turn  at  the  opera  when  our  funds 
admitted  it. 

An  absurd  adventure  happened  to  two  of  our 
men  at  this  opera.  They  were  in  the  galler3%  and 
were  both  considerably  tlie  worse  for  liquor,  when 
one  of  them  fell  over  the  railing  into  the  pit.  Ilis 
chum,  under  the  impression  that  lie  had  fallen 
overboard,  took  off  his  coat  and  went  after  him. 
Wonderful  to  relate,  neither  of  them  was  killed. 
One  broke   his  leg;  the  other  was  unhurt. 

We  were  not  sorry  when  the  time  came  to  leave 
Malta,  and  shai)ing  our  course  to  the  eastward, 
anchored  in  Besika  Bay,  at  the  entrance  to  the 
Dardanelles.      Here  we  were  joined    l)y  the   French 
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fleet,  and  together  we  remained  for  several  months, 
idling  our  time,  so  it  seemed  to  us,  and  varying 
the  monotony  l)y  fraternising  with  our  French 
friends.  Our  captain  always  took  a  great  interest 
in  his  youiio'sters,  and  amono;st  other  thinos  made 
us  kee])  an  account  of  our  expenditure,  wiiicli  he 
said  would  be  useful  to  us  in  after-life.  AVe  used 
to  assemble  in  his  cabin  every  month  with  our 
books,  which  were  carefully  balanced  to  the  last 
farthing — mostly  cooked  up  with   fictitious  items. 

But  one  day  he  sent  for  us  without  au}^  warning, 
— whether  he  had  a  touch  of  gout  or  not  I  don't 
know,  but  this  is  what  he  said  :  "  I  'vc  sent  for 
3'ou  youngsters  to   tell  you  that  your  accounts  are 

a   d d  set  of  lies   from  beginning  to  end,"   and 

turning  to  Captain  Randol[)li,  he  added,  "  jNIast- 
head  the  young  l)lackguards ! "  and  up  we  went, 
two  to  each  mast-head,  the  rest  on  the  bitts,  till 
night.  The  captain  then  manned  his  galley  and 
went  aboard  the  French  flagship  to  point  us  out. 

After  a  long  spell  at  Besika,  we  got  orders  to 
pass  the  Dardanelles  and  proceed  to  Constantinople. 
The  ship  had  to  be  towed  up,  as  the  current  runs 
strong ;  but  Captain  Graham  in  the  Rodney  and 
Symonds  of  the  Arethusa  frigate  tried  to  beat  up, 
an  impossible  feat,  so  both  ships  got  ashore,  and 
had  to  be  towed  off  again.  However,  in  due  course 
we  reached  our  destination,  and  anchored  in  Beikos 
Bay,  opposite  Therapia,  where  the  combined  fleets 
made  a  goodly  show. 

It  was  here  that  we  got  news  of  the  destruction 
of  a  Turkish  and  Egyptian  squadron  of  seven 
frigates  in  Sinope  Bay,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Black   Sea,   by   a   Russian  fleet  of  six  ships  of  the 
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line.  This  action,  commonly  known  as  the  massacre 
of  Sinope,  took  place  on  ."lOtli  NovomlKT  1853,  and 
is  justly  considered  the  most  disgraceful  episode 
in  the  history  of  tlie  Crimean  War.  For  ten  days 
Ijefore  the  l)attle  it  was  known  tliat  the  Russian 
ships  had  put  to  sea  from  Sel)asto[)ol,  and  were 
blockading  tlie  Turkisli  s(piadron  in  the  Bay  of 
Sinope,  although  war  had  not  l)een  declared  be- 
tween them.  Tlie  Turkish  commander  had  sent 
despatches  overland  to  Constantinople  asking  for 
assistance;  but  nothing;  was  don(\  and  on  tlie  day 
mentioned  Admiral  Nachimoff  demanded  the  sur- 
render of  the  squadron,  whi(di  was  indignantly 
refused,  when  a  terrii)le  battle  ensued.  The  Turks 
and  Egyptians,  although  greatly  overmatched, 
fought  their  ships  till  they  sank  or  blew  up.  It 
was  said  that  in  some  instances  the  captains  l)lew 
up  their  ships,  preferring  death  to  dishonour ;  others 
went  down  with  their  colours  Hying ;  but  even  if 
they  struck  their  colours,  it  made  no  ditference  to 
the  iUissian  admiral,  who  continued  the  slaughter 
till  the  whole  squadron  was  destroyed  with  the 
exception  of  one  steamer,  the  Taif,  which  made  her 
escape  and  brought  tidings  of  the  disaster  to  Con- 
stantinople. It  is  said  that  4000  Turks  and 
Egyptians  were  killed  on  this  occasion,  and  that 
the  few  who  survived  were  wounded. 

Whilst  these  events  were  happening  a  powerful 
Heet  of  English  and  French  ships  was  lying  idle 
in  the  Bosphorus.  On  reccii)t  of  the  news  we 
proceeded  with  the  S(|uadron  to  Sinope,  for  what 
purpose  is  not  very  clear,  seeing  that  the  mischief 
had  been  done,  and  the  Russian  ships  had  returned 
to    Sebastopol ;    and    even    if  we    had    interce[)ted 
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them,  we  eoultl  luivc  done  nothing,  as  vf  were 
not  at  war. 

At  Sinope  we  found  al)un(hint  traces  of  the  con- 
flict :  (jiiantitics  of  wroekaoe  aiid  dea<l  bodies  strewed 
the  sliore,  and  guns  and  anchors  were  Wown  ftir 
inhmd  hy  the  force  of  the  cx})losions.  After  a 
short  stay  we  rcturiu'il  to  the  Bosphorus,  and  on 
the  28t]i  ^hirch  1854  war  was  dechired  witli  Russia, 
and  the  combined  fleets  sailed  for  Odessa. 

On  ai-rival  off  U(h'ssa  the  steamers  of  the  com- 
l)ined  fleets  were  detailed  to  shell  the  place,  the 
line -of- battle  ships  remaining  at  anchor  in  the 
ofHng,  as  the  forts  were  not  considered  of  sufficient 
importance  to  reijuire  their  attention.  The  Arethusa, 
a  l)cautiful  50-gun  frigate,  also  took  part  in  the 
boml>ardment,  manceuvring  in  front  of  the  batteries 
in  tlie  most  graceful  way. 

The  l)onil)ardment  over,  the  fleet  put  to  sea, 
and  after  cruisinu'  for  some  days  off  Sebast()i)ol  to 
try  and  tempt  the  Russians  to  come  cmt,  bore  up 
for  ^^lrna  and  anchored  in  Balchic  Bay,  which 
became  our  head(|uarters  for  some  months,  whilst 
preparations  were  made  for  the  invasion  of  the 
Crimea. 

Our  life  at  this  })lace  was  somewhat  monotonous, 
varied  occasionally  with  some  midshipmen's  pranks, 
which  were  not  always  credital)le.  One  day  a 
couple  of  us  landed  to  practise  with  n  revolver, 
and  we  had  the  misfortune  to  shoot  a  horse  :  the 
poor  animal  kicked  up  his  heels  and  rolled  over 
dead.  Some  Turks,  hearing  the  shot,  at  once 
gave  chase ;  but  we  were  too  nimble  for  them, 
and  escaped  to  the  beach  and  so  on  board,  where 
we  remained  for  a  week  in  fear  and  trembling,  but 
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wc  heard  no  more  .ibont  it.  Aiiotlier  time  wo  were 
iittaekcd  in  a  village  l)y  three  savage  dogs,  one 
of  which  I  killed,  while  T  wounded  another;  but 
we  had  to  ily  for  our  lives,  and  took  refuge  in  a 
barn,  from  which  we  with  difliculty  escaped.  Xon*' 
of  these  es("ipa(les  cane  to  the  ears  of  our  eoni- 
mander,  or  we  should  not  have  been  allowed  ashore 
again.  In  those  days  discipline  was  maintained 
with  much  more  severity  than  it  is  at  ])resent. 
Men  were  flogged  for  otleiues  which  are  now  met 
with  stoppage  of  grog  aud  leave.  1  have  seen 
half  a  hinnch's  crew  receive;  forty-eight  lashes  for 
drunkenness,  and  the  gunroom  steward  who  supi)lied 
them  with  grog  was  served  in  the  same  way.  No 
doubt  in  war-tim(3  it  is  necessary  to  be  more 
severe,  and  in  those  days  the  men  were  not  so 
perfectly  disciplined  as  they  are  now,  nor  so  well 
educated  or  respectable  ;  nevertheless,  it  is  a  good 
thing  for  the  service  and  the  country  that  Hogging 
is  abolished  in  the  army  and  navy,  for  there  is  no 
doubt  the  lil)erty  to  use  it  was  often  grossly  abused. 
Some  ca])tains  have  Ijeen  known  to  have  Hogged 
every  man  in  the  sliip.  ]\Ien  used  to  be  Hogged 
for  not  coming  (h)wn  smartly  enough  from  aloft, 
and  suchlike  trivial  oHences,  ])y  brutal  otUcers. 
j\ly  opinion  is  that  an  oHicer  who  canno.  maintain 
disci})linc  without  Hogging  is  unlit  for  command. 
I  have  heard  of  some  amusing  cases  where  the 
taldes  have  l)een  turned  on  some  of  these  t3'rants. 
A  small  craft  was  paid  off  at  Devonport  many 
years  ago,  on  her  return  from  the  West  Coast  of 
Africa.  Nearly  all  the  ship's  company  had  l)een 
Hoijo-ed  during  the  commission.  The  cai)tain  was 
taking  a  walk  up   one   of  the  streets   of  Devonport 
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when  jin  old  woinnn  came  up  to  him  and  said,  "  Be 
yon  (Captain ?  " 

"  Yes,  my  <;ood  woman  ;  Avliat  ean  I  do  for  you  ?  " 

"Take  that !  for  tlouoino-  my  son,"  said  she,  at  the 
same  time  whippin<;'  out  a  hake-lish  and  "letting  him 
have  it"  across  the  face. 

There  is  an  old  service  yarn  of  a  frigate  captain, 
a  notorious  ])ully,  who,  not  content  with  using  the 
foulest  language  all  round,  abused  his  officers  in  the 
same  manner.  One  day  the  second  lieutenant  went 
up  to  him,  and  touching  his  c;i])  in  the  most  deferential 
manner,  called  the  captain  all  the  names  he  could 
think  of.  The  ski})per,  exas[)erated  beyond  measure, 
shouted  out  to  several  officers  who  were  on  deck 
to  come  round,  and  called  u})on  the  officer  to  repeat 
his  lanixuao-e,  when  he  altered  his  tune,  and  began 
some  lono'  rimnarole  on  matters  of  ciuite  a  different 
tenor :  as  there  were  no  witnesses,  the  captain  could 
do  nothing. 

This  same  ski})per  was  also  served  a  neat  trick 
l)y  his  clerk,  who  had  long  suffered  from  his  abuse. 
The  captain  was  a  small  man,  the  clerk  a  big,  powerful 
fellow  ;  so  one  day  he  went  into  the  captain's  cabin, 
knocked  him  down,  and  gave  him  a  good  thrashing. 
The  skipper  yelled  for  help,  aad  the  sentry  rushed  in  ; 
but  the  clerk  threw  himself  on  the  deck,  and  dragged 
the  captain  on  tlie  top  of  him,  at  the  same  time 
shouting  for  assistance.  The  only  evidence  was  the 
sentry's,  and  he  said  that  all  he  saw  was  the  captain 
on  the  top  of  the  clerk,  apparently  striking  him. 
This  was  vouched  for  to  me  by  an  officer  who 
was  in  the  ship  at  the  time,  and  1  give  it  as  it  was 
told  me. 

No  one  w^ould   object  to  flogging  when  properly 
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applied  for  brutal  and  cowardly  assaults  on  avoukmi 
and  suchlike,  any  more  than  they  would  to  liircliint;" 
in  schools  when  deserved,  I  speak  fceliiioly,  liavino,- 
been  twice  well  lloi^oed — once  for  a,  most  innocent 
remark  :  when  our  master's  wife  })resented  her  hus- 
band with  a  son,  I  asked  if  the  babe  had  a  stiff 
leg  like  his  father  !  Tlie  other  occasion  was  perliaps 
well  deserved,  for  some  of  us  threw  a  pail  of  water 
over  the  master's  daughter  in  l)ed.  8he  had  changed 
rooms  that  night  with  her  brother,  for  whom  the 
douche  was  intended. 

To  go  back  to  my  stor3^ 

Whilst  lying  in  Balchic  Bay  the  fleet  was  visited 
by  a  most  terrible  attack  of  cholera,  which  decimated 
the  crews  of  some  of  the  ships,  especially  tlic  tliree- 
deckers,  which  were  more  crowded  :  some  ships  lost 
over  100  men,  and  the  whole  fleet,  English  and 
French,  put  to  sea  to  get  clear  of  it.  In  the  mean 
time  transports  full  of  tro(jps  were  collecting  at 
Varna,  and  by  the  end  of  August  we  were  nenrly 
ready  for  a  start.  The  Turkish  scjuadron  now  joined 
us,  making  altogether  a  grand  fleet  of  thirty  line- 
of-battle  ships,  besides  frigates  and  steamers,  which 
with  the  transports  made  up  the  large  total  of  some 
300  vessels  assembled  in  the  bay.  On  the  evening 
of  September  G  the  French  and  Turkish  fleets  put  to 
sea,  and  were  joined  by  the  English  the  next  day, 
the  combined  Heet  steering  for  the  Crimea,  the 
sailing-ships  in  tow  of  steamers,  making  altogether 
a  magnificent  display. 

We  had  fine  weather  across  the  Black  Sea,  and 
arrived  without  accident  at  Kahimita  Bay  on  the 
14th  September.  For  the  next  three  days  we  were 
hard  at  w^ork  from   3  a.m.  till  9   p.m.  disembarking 
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troops,    guns,    and    stores.       Five    liiindred    marines 
were  also  sent  to  take  possession  of  Eupatoria. 

On  the  lOtli  September  wc  all  shifted  berth  and 
anchored  otF  the  Alma,  when  we  oliserved  the 
Russian  army  on  the  heights.  I  do  not  [)ropose 
to  touch  on  the  sul)se(|uent  operations  on  land, 
except  so  far  as  they  concerned  the  navy.  This  is 
a  matter  of  history,  and  has  been  often  well  de- 
scribed. The  battle  of  the  Alma  was  fought  on 
20th  September ;  we  had  a  view  of  it  from  the  mast- 
heads of  the  ships.  The  same  evening  the  llussians 
retreated  into  Sebastopol,  leaving  the  Allies  in  pos- 
session of  the  heights.  For  several  days  following 
we  were  busy  end)arl:iiig  the  wounded  on  board  the 
transports,  after  which  we  shifted  berth  and  anchored 
off  the  river  Katcha,  the  steamers  exchanging  shots 
with  the  batteries  of  Sebastopol.  The  Agamemnon, 
Sir  Edmund  Lyons'  flagship,  proceeded  to  Balaklava, 
each  ship  sending  100  marines  to  form  the  garrison. 
The  London,  a  fine  90-gun  ship,  also  went  there  and 
landed  some  of  her  guns,  each  ship  sending  six  from 
her  upper-deck  battery.  A  naval  brigade,  consisting 
of  three  captains,  two  commanders,  several  lieutenants, 
mates,  and  midshipmen,  with  a  proportionate  nundDer 
of  men,  was  also  landed,  and  we  heard  no  more  of 
them  until  our  commander,  Randolph,  and  one  of  our 
mates  returned  to  the  ship  with  cholera. 

The  steamers  of  the  fleet  now  engaged  the  batteries 
daily  with  the  object  of  obliging  the  Russians  to  keep 
them  manned. 


i 

\i 


k 


17 


CHAPTER    Til. 

THE   BOMBARDMKNT   UK   SEBASTOPOL. 

Ov  the  T4th  of  O.to]>or  wo  honnl,  to  our  ,roat 
|l<'li,^lit  that  the  ships  woro  to  participate  in  the 
I'oinl.ardmont.  All  was  now  oxoitement  on  board 
Hom-mo-  tor  action  ;  top  liamp.r  was  sent  down' 
si>hntor-n."ttn.os  .i^ot  up  overhead  and  between  the 
,unns,  spare  shot  not  up  from  below,  and  all  lumlua- 
cleared  away. 

Early  on  the  morni])o-  of  the  17th  October  1854 
we  were  woke  up  by  a  most  awful  din,  the  roar  of 
hundreds  ot  nuns.  The  tleet  was  ready,  and  only 
waited  the  sigmd  to  weigh.  Each  sailing-ship  had  a 
steamer  told  off  to  tow  lier  into  action. 

The  Spiteful,  a  paddle-wheel  steamer  of  six  (runs 
was  lashed  alongside  the  Rodney,  and   bv  noon  ^ve 
were  all  under  weig],,  and  a  beautiful  sight  it  was 
o  see  the  ll(^>t  standing  in  for  the  forts*  in  line  of 
"attle.      As  I  had  never  l)een    under  fire   l^efore- 
wliich  IS  not  surprising,  seeing  that  I  was  but  six- 
teen -  I    watched    the    proceedings    with    the    most 
intense  mterest,  and  having  the  good  fortune  to  be 
the  commander's  A.D.C.,  I  had  a  fine  view  from  the 
poop.     It  was  arranged  that  the  French  ships  were 
to  engage  the  south  forts,  the  English  the  northern. 
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T!h'   v'lviiilmicii   liaviiiix  .sli'^litly  the  stjirl    el'  us.  !j;(tt 

intd    lid  it'll    liff'ni'f    \ls.       As   \\C    ;i|t|>l'n;ic||c(l    tlii-    |(irls, 

V(    ^,;il  'n  i|ii;irtfr,^  iiiid  iiiMiiiK'ti  the  stMrlio.inl  uuiis, 

r.S  it  V.-IS  nil  lli.it  >i.lr  WT  Were  to  dl'i.'ILI*',  lilt'  S|iil(lnl 
)"''ll,U'  oil  lllf  |'"ll  ,-i<ir.  (  )lir  Uliltcr  ilc.-k  was  ;illlln.^t 
{']<■:)'■.  liinM  III'  liir  'Jims  ;ili(|  the  liifli  1  icIollLlill'j;  to 
tiicMi    liriii'j   nil    >iinri'   willi    the    Nasal    Uriiiadf. 

Tile    oTn-ci-s    nil    I  lie    I |»    \vcr<'    tlic    caiitaiii,    tlu; 

(■i>.:iiiiaii<|i'i'  (wlm.  Iifiii^'  tnn  ill  in  stand,  was  canicd 
ii|i  ill  a  i|i;iir).  iIh'  iii;i>ifr.  |>a\iil  (  Vaiuic.  a  liiM'  "M 
Scnlsmai;.  tin-  I'aiilain's  <-lfi'k.  ami  niysi'lf  and  si^nal- 
i;,an.      The    lin.'itswaiii    was  nn    the    rnrccastlc   with    a 

j'cW   i)\'  in-   nii'll.        W'c    hail    liol     licrll    Inll'i    lllldtT  wcii^li 

wlirii  a  i"iiiid->lini  cut  awavparl  nf  the  main  til;- 
Liiirj,  and  a  ]>liin^in'i  >lii»i  crashctl  tlimimh  the  |inn)i 
liciwi-fii  the  i-li'rk  and  iiivscH'.  ciNcriiiu'  ns  with 
.-|i|iiit(i>.  lull  dninii  u.->  nn  liMi'iii.  ('aplain  llandolph 
;is|<id  n-  if  Wf  Wile  hui't.  Aiiothri'  simt  Ind'^cd  in 
I  lie  pnnji  mtliii'j'.  just  idouiisidr  nf  Us,  aiid  a  slicU 
Imi'st    ill   till'  tlill'ii'X',   which    was   sinwcd   nll   the   Imnins, 


Ml  iW  lli'j   her  t  n  jijcci'S. 
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lis   t  inic  Wf  cnuld  make 


iin  i'c|ily,  as  the  I'lirts'  IVniu  their  clc\at(d  |insition 
cniild  rcacli  us  licjnrc  wc  jLitil  into  ranuc  ;  licsidcs 
which  it  was  calm,  and  tlic  sninkc  hiiiiLi'  so  tliat 
wc  ciiiild  imt  make  them  out.  llowc\cr.  we  ,i;'ot 
into  a  uood  position  at  last,  and  njiciicd  fire  from 
our  stai'l»o;;r'l  hroadside.  The  r<»ar  nl'  llm  !j;un.s  was 
nwlul,  .-nidi  it  was  imj)ossi])le  to  hear  aii}'  orders; 
lull  my  di'!  N-  a.-^  A.  1  >.( '.  ke[»t  me  continually  on  the 
mo\'e   cari'N  mil;'    messa^^es    to   all    j>arts   oi"   the    sliip. 
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c    hail    iK'eii    at    it    some    time   when    a 


boat 


came 


iVoiu  the  Agamemnon  to  say  she  was  in  need  of 
su})port  and  beini;'  much  knocked  about,  so  we  at 
onee  weighed  and  went  to  lier  assistance,  ancliorinii; 
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<'lose  under  her  bows,  so  that  our  jil^-honms  crossed. 
By  this  menus  we  took  some  of  the  Tire  from  tlie 
AL'';mu'iniioii  on  to  ourselves,  and  enahh'd  hei'  to 
haul  oil"  lui  repairs.  At  4..'^)0  v.m.,  our  stern  ealtic 
lici'.iL:,'  shot  awav,  tiic  iJoducv  swuiiu;;  stern  on  lo 
the  shore  .iiid  ui^oundei!,  in  which  |)osition  we  were 
raked  l)V  the  forts,  and  could  oid\'  re|»lv  with  our 
stern  _L!,uns.  The  Spiteful,  oeir,-,  uuaMc  to  move  us, 
was  now  cut  adrift  and  sent  ahead  to  tow,  hut  failed, 
as  the  hawsers  |)arte(l,  and  she  herself  was  exposed 
to  a  hea\'\'  lire  while  so  doniLi'.  ()ur  jiosition  was 
new  most  critical.  Darkness  was  coming'  on,  and 
the  I'est  of  the  llect  ha<l  i'elui'Ue(l  to  the  anchorage, 
Icavini;'  us  the  sole  mark  for  the  eiu'ni\"s  lii'c.  of 
which  the\'  were  not  slow  to  take  advantage.  Shot 
and  shell  I'aked  us  fore  and  aft  ;  some  of  llie  foriniu', 
heiuL;'  reddiot,  set  lire  to  the  ship  in  se\'eral  places, 
hut  the  lire  was  prom[)tly  extinguished  by  the  well- 
disciplined  crew.  Fortunately  most  of  the  shot  Hew 
high,  sti'iking  the  u[>per  deck,  where  t  liei'e  were  few 
men,  or  crippling  the  masts  and  yards.  One  shell 
hurst  in  the  foremast,  making  suidi  a  hole  that  it  was 
wonderful  the  mast  did  not  go  over  the  side.  The 
Spiteful  had  her  nniintop-mast  shot  away,  and  re- 
ceived much  damage  in  her  hull.  All  this  time  the 
lueu  worked  s/iendidly,  and  the  orders  of  the  otlieers 
wvvo  ])roaipth'  obeved  ;  hut  this  a\ailed  nothing,  and 
ihe  destruction  of  the  slii[)  seenu'd  certain.  Our 
signals  of  (lis!  ress  could  not  he  seen  by  the  Admii'al 
owing  to  darkness,  and  we  must  have  ahandttned 
the  good  old  ship,  when  to  our  joy  we  saw  the 
li\nx,  a  smart  little  gun -vessel,  coming  to  our 
assistance.  She  (.'anu'  under  our  bows  in  heautiful 
style,    onu'fnjjin!''    the    forts    with    her    oig    Lancaster 
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gun,  iiiid  took  our  last  rcmaiuiiif^  hawser.  ((Japtain 
Luce  of  the  Lynx  was  promoted  for  this  galhmt 
action.)  The  Spiteful  was  now  again  lashed  along- 
side, hoth  vessels  went  full  speed  ahead,  and  at 
7.30,  it  heing  then  pitch  dark,  the  Rodney  floated 
and  '.ras  sa\'(.'d  Our  ilania<T;es,  though  serious,  were 
nothino-  to  wjiat  miii^ht  have  been  exijeeted  under 
the  circumstances.  The  hull  was  a  good  deal  cut  up, 
and  two  h)wer-deck  ports  \v(>re  knocked  into  one,  and 
tlie  masts  in  a  tottering  state;  hut  our  (casualties 
were  small,  owing  to  the  elevation  of  tlie  Russian 
guns.  The  S[)iteful  suifered  severely  during  the 
time  she  was  not  protected  l»y  the  Rod  ley's  liull. 
Some  of  the  other  siii[)s  lost  heavily 'vii'  av  ■  much 
damaged,  especially  the  Alhioii,  Art  :ib.,,  8ans- 
pareil,  and  Agamemnon,  the  two  former  l)eing 
ordered  to  Constantino[)le  for  re[)airs. 

For  the  next  fortnight  we  were  busy  repairing 
damages  and  refitting;  hut  it  seemed  a  })ity  we  did 
not  have  another  rub  in  at  the  forts,  wliieli  were 
a  good  deal  knocked  about  and  many  of  the  guns 
dismantled. 

On  the  14th  Novcml)er  it  blew  a  terrific  gale  from 
the  south-west,  accom})anied  by  a  very  heavy  sea 
an<l  as  the  Katcha,  wheit  we  anchored,  was  'in  op<M. 
t;iichorage,  we  were  on  a  lee  shore.  .Many  fine  IruiS- 
ports  were  lo»it  along  the  coast.  At  Balaklava  ai  to.  t 
every  ship  was  driven  ashore  or  went  down  at  he.' 
aneh(  rs,  and  at  the  Katcha  thirteen  ships  parted 
their  cables  and  were  driven  on  shore  :  only  one  of 
them,  the  Lord  Ivaglan,  was  ever  got  off  again.  This 
vessel  was  lying  near  us,  and  was  saved  l)y  a  fine 
piece  of  seamanship  :  as  she  had  parted  one  cable, 
her  captain  cut  away  his  main  and  mizzen  mas      the 
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result  being  that  when  his  remainino-  cable  parted, 
the  wind,  ratchino-  the  fore-niasr,  eanted  her  round, 
and  she  Hew  before  the  gale,  w'itl.i  a  man  at  the 
wheel,  and  steering  for  a  sandy  beach,  ran  up  high 
and  dry,  instead  of  drifting  broadside  on  as  the  others 
had  done.  Tliis  ship  was  got  ou  after  a  niontli's 
hard  work,  when  she  was  uninjurt'd.  It  was  a  .sad 
sight  to  see  so  man}^  fine  ships  drifting  ashore  with 
no  ])ossibility  of  liel]»ing  tlieni.  'J'he  moment  they 
struck    the   masts   went  over  the  side,  and   the  sea, 
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turn  to  come  every  nu  ment,  and  ])reparations  were 
le  to  cut  away  the  masts  should  it  be  necessary. 
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itchino-  bows  under,  with  their  rudders  clean  out  of 


water,  and  straining  at  their  cables,  which  tautened 
out  fatlioms  ahead.  We  ship])ed  one  sea  over  the 
bows  which  swept  aft  and  Hooded  the  captain's  cabin. 
Close  bv  us  on  tlie  starboard  side  was  a  laru'e  trans- 


port crowded  witli  wonum  and  chi.di-en,  whose  cries 
Ibr  help  could  ])lainly  be  heard,  but  no  liel])  could  be 
given  them.  Tiiis  slu[t,  however,  rode  out  tlie  gale. 
Tin  Sampson,  a  paddle-wheel  frigate,  was  steaming 
ahead  at  her  anchors,  when  two  merchant -shi[)s 
drifted  down  on  her,  totally  dismasting  her;  l)Ut  she 
held  on.  and  the  two  went  ashore,  leaving  the 
Sampson  a,  wi'cck.  The  Terrible,  another  tine  paddle 
steamer  of  great  power,  steamed  out  to  sea  in  the 
teeth  of  the  uale.  It  was  a  curious  thing  that  not  a 
single  man-of-war  went  ashore  ;'*  this  anchorage, 
tliough  some  of  them  parted   their  cd>les. 

During  the  height  of  the  gale  a  Turkish   line-of- 
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cut   away   her  masts,  as  the  ship  was  dragging  her 
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aiif'liors  :  tlio  wrecka^'c  drifted  down  across  our  liows, 
and  liio  riusj-int,'  li'ot  fonl  of  onr  cables,  wliieli  caiisi'd 
ns  to  drajx,  so  wc  let  go  two  more  anchors,  wliicli 
Ijronght  us  up.  We  could  hear  the  Turks  sinuing 
out  to  Allah  to  hel[)  them  :  luckil}'  for  us,  she  drifted 
no  farther. 

It  was  fortunate  that  this  gale  did  not  happen  a 
week  or  so  earlier,  befoni  we  had  time  to  repair  our 
damaged  spars,  as  some  of  us  must  have  been  dis- 
masted. As  soon  as  the  gale  abated  we  devotetl  our 
attention  to  the  ships  on  shore,  each  ship  sending  one 
or  more  boats  to  their  assistance      It  was  not  much 

at  we  could  (h)  beyond  saving  tiie  crews;  but  the 
.'loccedinu's  were  enlivened  bv  the  Cossacks,  who 
amused  themselves  by  firing  on  us  from  the  cliifs 
overhead  until  some  shells  from  the  inslioi'e  squadron 
dispersed  them. 

Whilst  employed  on  this  duty,  Purvis^  and  1  had  a 
narrow  escape  of  being  blown  up.  We  were  on  board 
the  Ganges  Transport  saving  what  we  could  out  (jf 
her,  when  we  discovered  her  t(j  l)e  on  fire.  The  first 
intimation  we  hid  of  it  was  seeing  the  llames  rushina 
ui)  the  fore-hatch.  As  the  cargo  consisted  of  o-mi- 
])()wder  and  spirits,  we  lost  no  time  \\\  getting  our 
men  into  the  boat.  Some  of  the  men  had  lu'oached 
the  carg(j  and  were  drunk,  an(l  we  had  some  ditficulty 
in  finding  them.  At  last  we  got  them  all  but  one, 
when  we  were  obliged  to  shove  off  from  the  sliij),  as 
the  fiames  were  bursting  through  her  sides,  and  it  was 
too  hot  to  remain  alongside.  Still  no  sign  of  the 
missing  man,  when  at  last  he  a[>[)eared  through  the 
smoke,  fairly  solier,  so  we  hailed  him  to  jump  over- 
board, and  we  fished  him  uj)  and  gave  way  as  hard  as 
^  Nuw  Admiral  J.  C.  Purvis. 
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wo  ('onl<l.     We  ]i;i<l  not  gone  more  tlinii  ;i  eouple  of 
hundred  j'ard.s  when  'lie  ship  blew  uj)  witii  a  terrific 


explosion,  her  spars  and   huriiing  timber 
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For  a  month  after  this  we  were  emph)yed  on  lioco'd 
t\\o    FiOrd    R;ifrhir,    wliieli    we   ^ot    attoat,   and    some 
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About   tlli^s   time  we  ]ieard  of  tin    (](>ath  of  one  of 
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our  micisliipmen,  Jvarsialve,  wliose  head  was  earned  oi 
by  a  round-sliot  in  tlie  trenclies,  IL;  was  a  o'allant 
young  fcUow,  and  universally  popular.  Our  wortliy 
old  captain,  Charley  Graham,  now  invalideil,  and 
returned  home,  Ids  pla(;e  lieing  taken  by  Captain 
King  of  the  FiCauder.  We  were  sorry  to  lose  our 
kinddiearted  ohl  skipi)er,  win.  looked  after  u.s  young- 
sters like  a  father.  lie  was  ratlier  eccentric,  and  his 
language  was  not  always  parliamentary,  but  that  was 
the  fashion  in  those  days. 

The  winter  had  now  set  in  with  gn.'at  severity  :  all 
the  sailrig-ships  were  ordered  home  exce[;t  the  Rod- 
ney and  Vengeance,  which  were  shifted  into  a  creek 
and  moored  head  and  stern.  During  this  time  we 
had  several  opportunities  of  seeing  our  shipmates 
who  were  serving  in  the  trenches,  as  they  were  aide 
to  run  down  and  come  on  board,  where  thev  were 
sure  of  a  hearty  welc.mie,  a  dry  bed,  and  such  fare  as 
the  poor  state  of  our  commissariat  could  provide. 
We  were  also  able  to  pay  them  a  visit  I'lid  see  how 
they  were  getting  on.  The  weather  was  now  bitterly 
cold,  the  ground  covered  with  snow  many  feet  deep, 
and  tlie  poor  fellows  endured  great  hardships.  Fr.jin 
this  time  till  the  beginning  of  April  our  work  was 
most  monotonous — clearing  transports,  towing  dead 
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bullocks  out  to  sea,  and  taking  cles])atclies  out  to  the 
Admiral,  who  was  lying  oli'  Sebastopol.  All  this  had 
to  be  done  in  sailing -boats,  often  in  very  heavy 
weather. 

On  11th  April  a  contingent  of  one  lieutenant,  two 
midshipmen,  and  200  bluejackets  was  ordered  to  the 
front  to  reinforce  the  Naval  Brigade.  I  had  the  good 
foitune  to  be  of  the  part}^  and  on  the  12th  we 
started  for  the  camp,  escorted  by  the  band  playing 
lively  airs.  We  wore;  lodged  m  the  Rodney's  hut 
2:>ro  tern,  until  we  could  get  tents  The  hut  being  the 
property  of  the  wardroom  officers,  there  was  no  room 
for  mids.  The  next  dav  I  had  mv  first  taste  of  the 
trenches  :  mv  turn  for  dutv  came  on  at  (!  I'.M.,  and  I 
remained  there  till  9  p.m  on  the  following  day  — 
twenty-seven  hours  of  the  most  niiscra])le  time  I  ever 
ex})erienced.  Sh-e})  was  out  of  the  (picstion,  for  1  was 
running  messages  all  through  the  niuht.  and  the  shot, 
shell,  and  rifle-bullets  fij'ing  about  ke[)t  things  lively. 
At  davbreak  the  firinir  increased,  and  continued  till 
sundown.  One  soon  uot  used  to  it,  l)ut  at  first  it  was 
rather  trying,  and  1  expected  to  be  killed  any  mom- 
Qiit.  The  excitement,  however,  kept  one  going,  and 
one  soon  ceased  to  trouble  about  it,  though  reminded 
now  and  then  by  some  poor  fellow  being  struck  down 
by  one's  side. 

In  camp  we  had  plenty  to  do;  there  were  four  of 
us  mids,  al)Out  sixteen  vcars  of  a^e  ;  we  had  two 
tents  between  us,  so  we  paired  off.  We  were  never 
at  lumie  together,  one  being  in  battery  whilst  the 
other  busied  himself  about  the  tent.  First  we  had 
to  dig  it  out,  Avhich  gave  us  much  more  room  ;  then 
we  dug  a  trench  round  outside  to  carry  off  the  water. 
AVe  made  lockers  and  stow-away  places,  with  powder- 
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onses  for  water,  and  to  keep  our  little  comforts. 
Beds  we  had  none,  stj  we  lay  on  the  oi-ouiid  wrapped 
in  our  blankets  for  the  first  six  weeks,  after  whi(;h 
we  irot  stretchers,  which  we  raised  from  the  cjrouud. 


anc 


d  so  by  degrees  we  shook  down.       It  was  a  st 
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ring  life,  and  no  fear  of  being  monotonous  ;  and  as 
to  being  killed,  I  don't  think  we  ever  gave  it  a 
thought  after  the  first  day  or  two.  By  degrees  we 
added  a  few  luxuries  to  our  stock,  and  then  we  each 
bought  a  pony  and  rode  into  Balaklava  for  i)ro- 
visions^  &c.     We   built  a  ca])ital  stable  with   sand- 


)ags,  a 


kitchen,  and  a  ]»lace  for  fowls.  The  weather 
changed  for  the  better:  it  became  rather  too  hot, 
and  in  the  liattcrics  tcrrildy  so,  and  dusty,  hut  (jur 
tents  werci  tolerably  codl. 

Occasionally  we  would  ride  out  to  the  T<-hci'naya, 
and  get  a  bathe  in  the  river,  riding  our  ponies  bare- 
Ijacked  into  the  limpid  water.  One  day  wc  made 
up  a  ])icnic  ])art}  and  rode  over  to  the  Monasicry 
of  St  George.  I  was  galloping  downhill  at  a  l)reak- 
iieck  jiace,  win'n  1  cauie  into  collision  with  a  French- 
man mounted  on  a  ureat,  lieavv  cart-horse.  The 
result  was  disastrous.  My  pony  and  1  were  capsized, 
and  rolled  over  eiich  other  down  the  hill  .  1  was 
picked  up  insensible,  and  when  I  came  to,  found 
myself  in  a  ti'iit  with  a  broken  nose  and  m\'  hea<l 
beino-  bathed   l)v  some  kind  soldiers. 

Hitherto  1  had  been  detailed  for  dutv  in  wliat  was 
called  the  "right  attack";  but  in  ^lay  1  was  shifted 
to  the  left  attack,  or  what  was  then  called  the 
(ireenhill  battery,  where  I  remained  for  the  rest  of 
my  time  in  the  Naval  Brigade. 

Un  17tii  June  1  was  in  hattery  all  night  as 
usual,  and   at  daylight  we   opened  a  heavy  tire  on 
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tlif  Ivussinns,  {is  it  was  iiiteiulcd  to  cclchrato  tlio 
nnriivorsary  ol'  Waterloo  l)y  an  assault  on  the  Redan 
and  Alalakoil.  The  Russians  re[dicd  with  shot  for 
shot,  and  the  storm  of  shell  and  whizzing  of  i'oek(Ms 
was  most  awful,  ami  the  roar  drafeninu'.  Aftei'  tw(j 
hours  of  this  work  we  ceased  tiring,  the  signal  was 
given  for  the  storming-party  to  advance,  and  the 
rattle  of  musketry  commeneed.  'Idie  vaHev  between 
us  and  the  cncmv  was  en\"elo|)ed  in  thick  fog,  so  we 
could  see  nothinu',  hut  oi'esentlv  the  firinu'  slackened 
ajul  ceased:  we  could  not  tell  what  had  ha|)[)ened, 
but  hoped  our  fellows  had  been  successful,  so  we 
gave  them  some  hearty  cheers  by  way  of  encourauc- 
nient.  By  degrees  the  fog  lifted,  when,  to  our 
intense  sorrow,  we  discovered  that  our  peoph'  had 
been  repulsed.  There  was  the  Redan  looking  as 
grim  as  ever,  its  slopes  dotted  with  many  a  redcoat, 
with  here  and  there  a  bluejacket  beside  him,  the 
sailors  having  been  told  off  to  carry  the  scaling- 
ladders.  Outside  the  Malakotf,  tlie  Frenchmen,  con- 
s[)icuous  by  their  red  trousers,  lay  even  thickc-r. 
It  was  a  sickening  sight,-  At  8  a.m.  we  returned 
to  c;nn[)  to  learn  the  melancholy  news.  Al)0ut  ten 
officers  and  sixty  of  our  bluejackets  were  killed  and 
wounded.  I  saw  the  last  of  a  fine  young  fellow, 
Lieutenant  Kidd  :  he  was  shot  through  the  lungs, 
and  lived  for  an  hour  after  we  carried  him  to  his 
tent.  The  Rodney  had  suii'ered  severely,  several  of 
our  best  men  beinu'  killed  with  the  scaling-ladders, 
and  also  in  the  trenches.  One  of  our  guns  burst 
in  the  battery,  killing  every  man  at  the  gun.  The 
captain  of  the  gun  lay  dead  at  his  post,  au'l  round 
about  were  the  mangled  and  blackened  corpses  of 
his  crew. 


THE    T^KDAN. 


There  was  a  mortar  battery  cltxsc  by  ours,  .ind  I 
strolled  over  to  see  the  artilleryrnen  firini'-  their 
mortar,  when  a  shell  biii'st  just  ovi'r  the  parni'et, 
takinii;  oti"  one  man's  head  as  clean  as  thon<j;h  it 
had  l)een  done  with  an  axe,  and  discmbowollin,!T 
another,  whoso  screams  were  awful  to  hear.  I  ere))t 
back  to  mv  station  without  delav.      Duriini  all  this 


time  we 


live<l 


oil  sjii])s  rations  and  no  extras;  ships 


pork",  which  we  liad  to  cook  ourselves;  ship's  biscuits, 
and  a  i^lass  of  rum  every  twenty-four  hours,  I  was 
sittino-  und(n-  the  lee  of  the  parapet  munchinu'  my 
CTub  one  day;  alomiside  me  was  a  line  vouniij  bhie- 
jacket,  when  a  slx'U  burst  over  our  heads.  A  piece 
hit  him  on  the  tliiL;h  ;  he  was  carried  to  the  rear, 
and  was  dead  before  nioht.  Fjvon  a  slight  wound 
generally  mortified  owing  to  hospital  gangrene, 
due  to  overcrowding,  and  possibly  deficient  medical 
resources. 

The  day  after  the  failure  of  the  Ivedan,  I  was  sent 
to  the  hospital  to  collect  limbs  which  were  being  am- 
putated :  it  was  a  uhastlv  sight  to  see  the  doctors, 
with  sleeves  rolled  up,  cutting  oif  legs  and  arms, 
and  throwing  them  away,  to  be  taken  otf  and  buried 
in  quicklime;  but  such  sights  as  these  soon  make 
one  callous,  even  when  young. 

About  the  end  of  June  I  iiad  to  return  to  the  ship 
with  an  attack  of  cholera,  which  carried  otf  so  many; 
but  I  soon  recovered,  and  as  there  was  not  much 
for  me  to  do  on  boai'd  the  Rodney,  Admiral  Sir  E. 
Lyons  transferred  me  to  the  .Sphinx,  a  ])addle  steam 
sloop,  mounting  six  guns,  .so  that  i  should  see  more 
active  service.  We  soon  afterwards  sailed  for  Eupa- 
toria,  and  from  thence  to  Pereko}),  when  we  returned 
to  Sebastopol,  and  remained  there  till  the  place  fell 
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on  the  8lli  ScptiMiihur.  From  the  iinehornf]je  we 
had  a  .splciidid  view  of  the  wliole  thiun; — the  burn- 
ing; of  the  south  isid(3,  the  retreat  of  the  Ivussiaii.s 
to  the  uortli,  folh)\ved  by  th(!  blowing  up  ol  the 
soutliei'ii  forts — a  o-jovious  ,si<fht. 

Soon  after  the  fall  of  8el)astopol  the  Spliiux  was 
ordered  to  Constantinople  with  despatches.  We 
made  a  fine  run  down,  and  after  colliding  with  a 
ship  and  kiioekinj;'  her  bowsprit  out  of  her,  anchored 
in  the  Golden  Horn. 

The  entrance  to  the  B(jspliorus  from  the  Black 
Sea  is  very  deceptive,  and  in  thick  weather  it  is 
dillicult  to  disiin^uisli  between  the  real  entrance 
and  a  false  one  lying  a  little  to  the  northward,  J^y 
this  mistake  two  Egyi)tian  frigates  were  lost  witli 
all  hands.  It  was  blowing  a  gale  at  the  time,  and 
they  only  discovered  their  error  when  too  late. 
Afler  a  short  spell  at  Constantinople  we  were 
ordered  to  rejoin  the  fleet  with  all  despatch,  so, 
taking  a  collie^  in  tow,  we  picked  them  up  at 
anchor  otf  Odessa.  All  the  ships  were  (deared  for 
action  with  springs  on  their  cables.  On  October  14 
the  com])ined  ih'ct  weighed,  and  anchored  the  same 
evening  ofi'  Kinburn. 

The  defences  of  Kinburn  consisted  of  three  forts, 
the  largest  mounting  fifty  guns,  the  others  about 
twenty  guns  each.  Standing  ou  a  low  spit  of  land, 
they  would  liave  been  formidable  against  a  small 
force,  but  stood  no  chance  against  the  enormous 
tieet  opposed  to  them.  On  the  night  of  the  14th  the 
gunboats  of  the  squadron  ran  tlu'ough  a  passage  and 
took  up  a  position  inside  the  spit  in  rear  of  the  forts. 
Next  morning  one  of  them  came  out  again  to  rejoin 
the  tieet,  and  was  tired  upon  by  the  nearest  fort,  so 
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we  weighed  in  the  Spliinx  and  Mood  in  to  (lr;nv  tlit) 
firo  otr  tlu!  _i]fiiul)()iit  iiiid  cxcliiui^i^-cd  sliois  with  tlio 
fort.  Wo  were  then  readied  l»y  sin-ual  iiiid  ivtiiriM'd 
to  our  .•in(;li()r;iLju.  'riic  rollowin^-  nioniiiin'  <»iir  ('Mp- 
tain,  Eiirdley-Wilmot,  who  was  eaL;i'i'  for  the.  fray, 
asked  permission  to  "shift  i)errh/'  and  on  the  signal 
being  atlirnied,  got  iukK'I-  weigh,  heat  to  (piarters, 
and  commeneed  liriiiLC  on  the  forts  withont  onhi's. 
After  th(^  exeliaiige  of  several  shots  we  were  reeaded. 
The  Kith  It  l)lew  a  gah'  of  wind,  so  nothing  was 
done  Init  on  the  IZtli,  the  anniversary  of  the  hoin- 
banlinent  of  Sel)astopol,  the  weh^onie  signal  was  inaih' 
to  ])repare  t'oi"  action,  and  at  noon  we  weighed  and 
stood  in  for  the  batteries  in  niajesti(;  styh' 

Tlie  IJnssians,  thongh  ipiite  oveimatelieib  opened 
a  s|)irited  tire  as  we  advaneeib  to  which  tlie  ships 
vouchsafed  no  reply  till  they  had  anchored  in  line 
parallel  with  the  shore,  when  they  discharged  theii 
broadsides  with  a  deafening  roar.  In  an  hour's  time 
the  forts  were  completely  silenced,  being  (,'riislird 
from  the  first  by  the  overwhcdming  lire.  When  the 
siuiial  was  made  to  cease  firing,  and  the  smoki;  had 
cleared  away,  all  that  was  to  be  seen  was  a  heap  of 
ruins.  A  boat  was  sent  in  with  a  ilati;  of  truce,  and 
soon  returned  with  the  news  that  the  [»lace  had 
surrendered. 

With  the  ftiU  of  Kiiil)urn  the  operations  in  the 
Black  Sea  were  concluded.  We  remained  a  few 
days  to  embark  wounded  Kussians,  and  then  re- 
turned to  Sebastopol.  Whilst  there  i  had  the 
opportunity  of  visiting  the  camp  and  (i^  south  side 
of  the  city,  with  the  ruins  of  the  forts  and  docks. 
One  could  understand  how  it  was  the  Redan  and 
Malakoft'  held  out  so  long ;  for  the  immense  strength 
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o\'  the  sti'uctiirc  was  aiiparciit  when  oiu!  was  insi(l(\ 
tlic  |»ai'a|)('ts  liL'ini;' »)t"  I'lionnoiis  thiclaicss  and  liL'i'j,ht 
comparctl  witli  ours,  Ix'sidcs  whicli,  the  llnssians  had 
honih-pi'iol'  shckt'i's,  whore  they  rctiivd  whonevor 
our   liiv   was   too   waiiu    to   he   ph'asant. 

In  Nu\cnil)('i'  isf).'),  the  wai*  hi'inij;  oNcr.  I  was 
(lc.'lii;htiMl  whi'ii  the  Admiral  tnuisferred  nic  to  the 
Al,i;it'i's,  in  which  ship  I  returned  lo  I'Ji^land  after 
an   ahsenee   ot"  I'dUi'  years. 

It  has  often  occurred  to  me  that  tlu'  part  phiycd 
i>y  the  Rodney  during  the  honihardnient  of  SeIiasto])ol 
was  never  properly  acknowledged.  Since  writing 
these  reniiniseeiices,  I  have  heen  much  pleased  to  sec 
in  ("aplain  lv\rdl('\' -  W'ilniot's  interesting  "Life  of 
Lord  Lyons,"  that  lie,  at  all  events,  did  fully  a[)])rc- 
ciate  her  share  in  the  day's  work,  us  the  following 
(jiiotations  will   show, 

Captain  Kardley-Wilmot  writes  :  "C<'i])tain  ham 
in  the  Rodney  gallantly  Immght  his  shi]»  a.-^  close 
as  possihle  to  the  Agamemnon  and  anchored  on  her 
starboard  bow — in  fact,  the  two  ships  were  in  contact, 
mid  tile  Agamenmoii  had  to  haul  ustern  to  clear.  At 
a  quarter-past  five  the  Agamemnon  slip[)e(l  her  cable 
ami  backed  astern,  the  lloduey  beinsji;  auround  iust 
ahead  of  her.  That  shij)  got  oif,  however,  shortly 
afterwards.'' 

i3ut  the  followino-  letter  from  Admiral  Sir  Edmund 
Lyons  co  Captain  Graham,  written  two  days  after 
the  .'iction,  is  conclusive.  Quoting  aoain  from  the 
'  Life  of  Lord  Lyons,'  1  find  : — 

My  deak  GiiAUAM, — The  more  I  think  of  ihe  noble 
bearing  of  the  liodiiey  when  she  came  down  to  .succoiu'  the 
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At,'aim'iiiiiiin  iiinl  ihe  Sanspareil,  tliu  evL-nin;;  bcloru  last,  Uil* 
iiinic  I  admin!  it,  ami  tln!  iiKirt'  I  l\;(.'l  oWliuc'd  to  yoii  and  tiu* 
HiiL'  t'ellnws  under  your  command,  and  1  am  Miry  anxious 
vou  slioidd  do  vonrsdU',  and  tlii'm,  iu-Lice  in  the  li'ticr  viui 
Nvriu,'  to  ropiirL  that  the  sliij)  tcnichcd  tliu  ground.  That  ycai 
will  ^ivc  a  ])lain  statement  of  facts,  and  thai  that  statement 
of  facts  will   reth'i'l   lidnoiir   uiinn  all  of  yon.  are  twn  ihinj^s 


tjuite  certain 
if 


but 


you  miisi  lake  care  tliat  you  do  not  wriu; 


as  it  you  were  deiendiu^  yourself  a.^ainst  a  piesumed  mistake 
or  error  of  judument,  when  in  truth  all  was  hoiHUua'nle  to 
your  jinifessional  knowledL;e  and  pluck. 

L(toki;rs-on  generally  see  things  in  the  rnnriiihie  lietter  Ikui 
tiiose  acliially  enLia;^'t'd,  and  what  appears  to  me  to  have  urcii 
the  ease  was  sinijily  as  follows  :  You  came  down  to  i  he  succour 
of  the  A^amemiH)!!  and  Sanspareil,  which  ships  wen;  soi(dy 
pressed  hy  the  four  batteries  with  which  they  had  lieeii 
enL;a,>;'ed  for  more  than  three  hours.  Voa  gallantly  .steer(>d 
So  as  to  Ik!  between  them  both,  ;ind  take;  the  hrc  from  tlicm; 
but  at  the  critical  inonuiut  the  .>ansparcil  forucd  ahead,  and 
you,  in  order  not  to  i^et  on  board  her,  and  at  the  same  time 
determined  not  to  swerve  from  your  resolution  of  supi)ortin;.f 
us  bv  uelliiiL!;  as  near  to  the  hum'  battery  as  i)ossible,  backed 
astern,  and  ran^i^eil  i)ast,  outside  of  the  A,Liamemnoii  obliipady, 
and  when  the  Jexlney's  bow  was  paialhd  witli  the  .\,ua- 
ineinnon'.s  bow,  you  very  judiciously,  both  as  to  time  and  jihice, 
let  ^o  your  anchor;  but  as  the  shi})  swung  with  her  stern  a 
few  vards  nearer  the  forts  than  the  Agamemnon,  she  tailed 
on  the  ground. 

The  Agamemnon,  (piite  unaware  of  your  l)eing  agKaind,  l)Ut 
finding  you  close  athwart  her  haw.se,  the  jib-guys  touching, 
and  hampered  with  the  steamer  alongside  of  you,  a  steamer — 
the  Spiteful,  I  believe — that  seemed  to  be  doing  her  work 
admirably,  apprehending  the  two  ships  might  fall  on  iioard 
of  each  other,  and  get  on  shore  together  (for  the  Agamemnon 
had  only  two  feet  of  water  under  her  keel  all  day),  slip[)ed  her 
bower  and  steamed  astern  out  of  your  way.  It  was  getting 
dusk,  and  1  made  a  sweep  to  get  another  lick  at  the  two 
batteries  that  had  been  cutting  me  up  all  day.     1  saw  no 
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more   tliiii!   ;i  .siLjiial  Irom  you   tli;it  you  wanted  ii  steamer, 
wliieli  I  repeated  to  two  or  three  close  to  me. 

lint  thouudi  I  did  nor,  .Sfv  what  occurred  on  1)oard  tlie 
Ikodney  aftci'  1  linulcil  asti'i'ii  of  her.  I  loiow  ihat  nothiujj; 
could  he  more  honourahle  and  freditaltle  to  all  on  hoard  than 
th(!  nieaMii  ^^  taken  to  extricate  her  ['rom  the  [terilous  ])ositinn 
in  which  slii'  was  XothiiiL,'  could  he  finer  than  the  way  in 
wliich  th-'  men  at  the  after-(|uarters  ke])t  uji  a  strong  tire 
upon  the  huye  hattery  within  SIM)  yards  of  ycai.  whilst  those 
at  tiu'  I'oremo-t  quarters  wci;j;he(l  the  anchor,  and  all  this 
under  a  tremcalons  lire  from  three  or  t'onr  torts. 

These  things  shor.ld  he  known,  for  they  reflect  honour,  not 
only  on  those  innnediately  concerned,  hut  upon  our  ;4lorious 
profession  fjencrally.  And  it  is  my  fear  that  your  modesty 
may  stand  in  ihe  way  of  ilieir  heiu'.':  known  tliat  induces  me 
to  write  my  views  of  the  matter. —  i'ours  sincerely, 

Edmund  Lyox.s. 

Captain  E;)r(11(n'-Wilrn<tt.  goes  on  to  sav :  "This 
letter  expla.iiis  why  the  At^'anictiiiioti  moved  away 
from  the  IJodney.  upon  which  action  of  the  former, 
Kinglake,  who  in  187')  enclcavourcil  witi'out  sticcos.s 
to  _iu;et  acccs.s  to  Sir  Mdmuiid's  papers  throtigh  the 
second  Lord  Lyons,  in  his'  Ilistoiy  makes  some  ill- 
natured  remarks.  Tlie  A'jameniinin  was  oblit'<'d  to 
hatil  out,  1)e('atis(^  the  IJodiiey  k. .  .)\-er  hv'r  an(dior, 
and  she  had  to  shift  her  [)osition  to  ])revent  heiiio- 
pusheil  on  to  the  shoal." 

It  is  marveHous  that  the  liodney  escaped  witii  only 
two  men  woumlcd  ;  hut  it  was  due  to  her  heing  so 
close,  for  tlie  Kussians  could  not  depress  their  guns 
".utiiciently  to  hull  her  freijuently. 


i 


33 


ii 


CHAPTER    IV. 


THE    CALCUTTA. 


ii 


•  > 


() 


Ux  arriving  in  EngLtnd,  I  applied  for  the  place  of, 
and  was  appointed,  niid.shipniau  to  H.M.S.  Calcutta, 
then  fitting  out  at  Portsmouth  as  liao-shii)  of  Sir 
^lichael  Seymour,  Commander-in-Chief  in  the  East 
Indies  and  China  station. 

The  Calcutta  was  a  line  84-gun  sailing  line-of-battle 
shi}).  built  of  teak,  and,  like  most  of  her  class,  a  good 
saikr.  She  carried  long  32-poundcrs  on  her  main  and 
lower  decks,  and  32-pounder  carronades  on  the  fore- 
castle. A  cjunboat  with  one  long  gun  would  be  more 
than  a  matdi  for  hci  ut  ihe  present  day. 

Sir  Michael  Sevvnour  had  gone  out  to  Ilonu-Kong 
overland  some  time  previously,  and  we  had  orders  to 
follow  at>  fast  as  we  could,  so  on  7th  ^lay  185G  we 
sailed  from  I'lymouth  Sound,  and  were  soon  bowling 
dc  vn  Channel  at  eleven  knoto  an  hour. 

Nothing  of  importance  occurnnl  during  our  passage 
to  the  Cape.  We  passed  jMadeira  seven  days  out,  and 
the  Cape  de  Verdes  a  few  da\s  later ;  had  a  spell  of 
calms  in  the  "doldrums,"  v.nd  [ticked  up  the  south- 
east trades  a  few  degrees  north  of  the  eipuitor.  The 
usual  ceremonies  observed  on  crossing  the  line  were 
dispensed    with   by  the  captain's   order,  which    was 
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lucky  for  such  of  us  as  were  crossing  for  the  first 
time.  AVliilst  becalmed,  we  had  some  sport  with 
sharks,  whicli  are  always  to  l)e  met  with  in  those 
latitudes  :  one  monster  was  hooked  and  liauled  up  on 
to  tlie  poop  to  his  intense  disgust,  wliicli  he  showed 
by  lashing  about  with  his  tail  till  deprived  of  that 
appendage.  We  hoolvcd  another  out  of  the  gunroom 
port  and  hauled  him  aboard.  The  l)rute  lashed  out  in 
all  directions,  sending  chairs  and  tables  tl3'iiig  all  over 
the  i)lace.  Every  one  armed  himself  with  a  weapon, 
and  while  one  belaboured  him  with  a  handspike, 
others  attacked  him  with  swords  and  dirks,  and  a 
kettle  of  boiling  water  played  on  his  nose.  In  the 
midst  of  this  uproar  the  captain,  W.  King-llall,  and 
Commander  ^V.  R.  Rolland,  appeared  on  the  scene 
and  watched  the  proceedings  with  much  interest,  the 
commander  observing  that  we  might  clear  ui>  the 
mess  in  the  gunroom  ourselves,  which  we  did.  Hav- 
ing cut  oil"  the  shark's  tail,  we  cut  him  up  and  eooked 
him  for  sup}»er.  Tlie  flavour  of  shark-steaks  is  not 
particularly  choice,  but  when  a  midshipman  has  Ijeen 
on  salt  horse  for  several  weeks  he  will  eat  anythinii:. 
We  carried  the  south-east  trade  wind  to  hit.  35'  8., 
when  we  lost  it,  and  had  to  contend  with  light  and 
contrary  winds  to  the  Cape. 

On  the  25th  June  a  man  fell  overltoard,  and  as  the 
ship  was  running  fast  it  was  some  time  before  he  was 
pi(;ked  up  and  taken  below  to  have  the  water  pum})ed 
out  of  him.  As  soon  as  the  doctors  had  done  with 
him  the  parson  a|»proached,  and,  af'er  alluding  to  his 
merciful  javservation,  asked  liiiii  if  lie  knew  to  whom 
he  owed  his  providential  escjipe.  The  parson's  dis- 
gust may  l)e  imagined  when  the  man  sim[»ly  re[tlied, 
"  Well,  sir,  I  don't  exactly   know   what  his  nanu,'  is. 
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but  it  was  that  otiicer  who  wears  the  Crimean  ribbon 
on  his  breast ! "  (Lieutenant  Hallo wes,  who  was  in 
the  boat). 

We  remained  only  three  days  at  the  Cape  to 
rei>lcnisli  water  and  provisions,  and  soon  were  scud- 
ding l)efore  a  strong  north-west  gale,  passing  many 
homeward-bound  vessels  Iviiio"  to  under  their  close- 
reefed  top-sails.  With  favouring  breezes  we  ran  on  for 
several  days  without  meeting  a  sail,  till  on  the  21st 
August  we  sighted  JaA^a  Head,  and  next  morning 
l)ore  up  and  ran  through  the  Straits  of  Sunda, 
dividino-  the  islands  of  Java  and  Sumatra.  The 
scenery  of  these  coasts  is  most  beautiful,  and  w'e 
enjoyed  the  refreshing  sight  of  the  well-wooded 
hills  luxuriant  with  tropical  vegetation. 

Ever3^tliing  looked  so  fresh  and  green,  the  sea  so 
smooth  and  l)lue,  the  coral-reefs  plainly  distinguishable 
beneath  the  clear  waters.  The  air  also  was  loaded  with 
scent  from  the  spice  which  abounds  on  these  lovely 
islands.  We  could  see  monk'  ys  skipping  from  tree 
to  tree,  and  many  parrots  and  (;ockatotis  th'W  al)out, 
makinir  the  air  resound      itli   tlu'ir  discordant  crirs. 
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lu'inging  off  cocoa-nuts,  bananas,  cockatoos,  and  Java 
sparrows,  &c. 

Next  morning  we  weighed  anchor,  and  i'nv  several 
days  threaded  our  way  throiigli  intricate  liiumu'ls, 
})assing  lovely  islands,  till  we  anchored  in  Singapore 
Roads  on  28tli  August.  The  bum-boats  w.iv  .on 
alongside  with  fruit,  veo'etables,  poultry,  aii''         n.ts. 
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ran  off"  them  as  from  the  back  of  a  duck.  Hero  we 
met  with  Chinese  junks  for  the  first  time — great, 
clumsy-looking  craft,  painted  all  the  colours  of  the 
rainbow,  with  an  eye  in  the  bows ;  for,  as  the 
Chinamen  say,  "  Suppose  no  got  eye  how  can  see  ? 
These  trading  junks  are  onl}''  able  to  sail  before  the 
wind,  runninjTj  down  from  Honoj-Kong  Ijeforc  the 
north-east  monsoon,  and  returning  with  the  south- 
west, thus  making  two  voyages  in  the  year.  The 
mandarin  junks,  or  men-of-war,  were  built  on  fine 
lines,  sailed  remarkably  well,  and  carried  a  number 
of  guns :  we  were  destined  to  become  better 
acquainted  with  them  soon.  After  leaving  Sing- 
apore we  picked  up  the  south-west  monsoon,  and 
reached  Hong-Kong  on  the  8th  September;  after  a 
passage  of  120  days  from  England.  This  may 
seem  an  absurdly  long  time  to  the  present  genera- 
tion, when  fast  steamers  do  the  same  via  the  Sue/, 
Canal  in  less  than  six  weeks,  but  for  a  sailing-ship 
going  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  it  was  noti:iiig 
unusual. 

AVe  found  the  usual  amount  of  shipping  at  Hong- 
Kong,  including  men-of-war  of  various  nationalities, 
and  a  fleet  of  opium-clippers.  These  beautifid  little 
vessels  were  mostly  top-sail  schooners,  or  brigs,  of 
about  300  tons,  ])uilt  for  speed,  and  heavily  armed 
to  protect  themselves  against  jjirates.  They,  and 
also  tea -clippers,  have  been  quite  superseded  by 
fast  steamers  via  the  Suez  Canal — the  romance  of 
sailiiio;  is  over. 

Whilst  running  up  the  China  Seas  I  practised  a 
form  of  sea-bathing  which  1  have  never  heard  of 
being  done  before  or  since,  nor  do  I  recommend  its 
adoption,  and   that   is  going   overboard   whilst  the 
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the  officer  of  tlio  watcl,,  J  went  down  tl,e  IL  and 
d'l     "  -n*'"  ''"''''  "•''''  '^  "!'"  fr-"  tl'o    ow. 

as  not  the  case,  and  I  tried  it  successfully  with 
the  ship  go.ng  nine  and  ten  knots :  a  short  sec,  e 
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AVe  were  not  destined  to  remain  long  inactive,  for 
hardly  had  we  refitted  after  our  long  sea  cruise 
when  troubles  arose  at  Canton.  The  British  Hag 
had  been  insulted  by  the  Chinese,  and  as  no  apology 
was  forthcoming,  and  our  ultimatum  received  with 
ridicule  and  contempt,  war  was  declared  with  China 
in  October  185G. 

Meanwhile  the  Winchester  50-2jun  frio;ate  arrived 
from  the  northward,  havino;  on  board  our  Q-nlhint 
Commander-in-Chief,  Admir.al  Sir  ]\Iichael  Seymour, 
whose  fiaff  was  shifted  to  the  Calcutta.  The  small 
paddle  -  steamer  Coromandel  was  commissioned  as 
tender  to  the  flagship  and  manned  from  her.  A 
few  hours  after  receipt  of  the  Governor's  despatch 
announcinoj  that  neo'otiations  had  failed,  the  Cat- 
cutta  sailed  from  Honof-Konof,  steerino-  for  the  Can- 
ton  river  and  towing  the  boats  of  the  Winchester, 
manned  and  armed,  astern. 

The  Canton  river  is  at  its  mouth  so  broad  that 
for  miles  one  cannot  distinguish  the  banks  on  either 
side  ;  but  after  thirty  miles  it  narrows  rapidly,  until 
the  Bogue  Forts  are  reached.  At  this  place,  seventy 
miles  from  Hong-Kong  and  thirty  from  Canton,  it  is 
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about  a  mile   wide,  and   soon  afterwards  not   more 
than  a  quarter, 

Tlie  wind  falling  light,  we  were  taken  in  tow  l)y 
the  Barracouta  till  night,  when  we  anchored,  and  in 
the  morning  again  proceeded  to  another  anchorage 
a  few  miles  above  the  Bogue  Forts,  which  was  as 
far  as  the  depth  of  the  water  would  allow  us  to  go. 
The  Barracouta  then  went  on  up  the  river,  towing 
the  boats  of  the  Winchester,  Clomus,  and  Bittern. 

The  Calcutta's  boats  were  now  manned  and  armed, 
and  at  3  a.m.,  October  23,  we  left  the  ship  and  pro- 
ceeded in  tow  of  the  Sampson  up  the  river.  The 
flotilla  consisted  of  the  launch,  two  ]>innaces,  and 
cutter,  under  the  orders  of  Commander  Holland  of 
the  Calcutta,  who  took  me  in  the  launc^h.  We  made 
good  progress  during  the  day,  and  at  dark  the  Samp- 
son anchored :  at  daylight  we  ])ushed  on  till  we 
reached  the  bar,  where  she  grounded  and  we  left 
her.  The  Coromandel,  with  the  Admiral  and  Staff 
on  board,  had  meanwhile  gone  up  another  branch 
of  the  river,  which  branch  joins  the  main  stream 
at  Canton,  fifteen  miles  farther  up. 

The  Coromandel  and  Barracouta  took  })ossession  of 
the  Barrier  Forts  with  slight  opposition,  the  first 
shot  in  the  war  being  fired  from  the  Coromandel. 
After  leaving  the  Sampson  we  pulled  up  the  river 
in  the  direction  of  Canton,  when  about  four  miles 
from  the  city  we  were  joined  by  Captain  Bate  of 
the  Actaion,  whose  knowledge  of  the  people  and 
locality  was  most  useful.  Acting  upon  his  advice 
it  was  arranged  to  attack  the  ]\lacao  Fort. 

This  formidable  fort  was  built  on  an  island  in  the 
middle  of  the  river,  commanding  the  passage  on  both 
sides.      Ninety  guns  of  large  calibre  were  mounted 
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within  its  walls,  which  were  of  immense  thickness, 
and  the  fort  was  fully  manned. 

The  importance  of  capturing  this  fortress  was 
evident,  but  the  force  at  our  disposal  was  absurdly 
inadequate  for  the  undertaking,  consisting  of  three 
boats  of  the  Calcutta,  armed  with  a  small  brass 
howitzer  ai)iece,  and  Captain  Bate's  whale  -  boat — 
about  eighty  men  all  told.  Nevertheless,  it  was 
decided   to  make  the  attempt. 

The  Chinamen  were  watching  our  movements  with 
unconcern,  doubtless  never  dreaming  that  we  should 
have  the  audacity  to  molest  them  with  such  an 
insignificant  force.  Great  must  have  been  their 
surprise  when  with  three  hearty  cheers  we  made 
a  dash  at  the  fort,  and  before  they  had  time  to 
fire  a  shot  we  were  alongside  and  into  it.  A  well- 
directed  broadside  would  have  blown  us  out  of  the 
water,  but  not  a  shot  was  fired  on  either  side.  We 
turned  out  the  sjarrison  baoj  and  bao^sjasce  and  took 
possession,  whilst  Captain  Bate  went  on  to  report 
proceedings  to  the  Admiral. 

Simultaneously  with  the  capture  of  Macao  Fort, 
the  "Bird's-nest  Fort,"  mounting  thirty-five  guns, 
and  another  small  fort  opposite  the  English  quarter 
of  the  city,  were  captured  without  opposition  ;  also 
the  Shamean  Forts  at  the  head  of  the  Macao  passage, 
all  the  guns  being  destroyed. 

In  Macao  Fort  we  found  many  beautiful  brass 
guns,  some  of  them  14  inches  in  the  bore,  or  twice 
as  large  as  anything  on  board  the  Calcutta. 

Leaving  a  pinnace  in  charge  of  the  fort,  and 
another  a  mile  or  so  above  it,  we  went  on  in  the 
launch  to  Canton,  where  we  found  the  Encounter 
screw  corvette  moored  off  the  city. 
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The  river  was  alive  with  every  kind  of  craft,  from 
the  little  sampan,  propelled  by  a  single  oar  in  the 
stern,  to  the  heavy  trading  junk  with  her  single  iron- 
wood  mast  and  mat  sails.  Numerous  Hower-l)oats 
belonging  to  wcaltliy  mandarins  were  moored  off  the 
town,  conspicuous  l)y  tlicir  gaudy  paint,  and  crowded 
with  laughing  girls,  who  kept  up  an  incessant  chatter 
as  they  pee})cd  out  at  the  foreign  devils  ! 

We  were  now  ordered  to  drop  down  the  river  and 
rejoin  our  pinnace,  so  we  anchored  near  her  and 
made  ourselves  snug  for  the  ni^ht.  This  was  not 
so  easy,  as  we  had  brought  no  blankets  and  the 
nights  were  cold.  Moreover,  being  given  to  under- 
stand  that  I  should  be  away  only  for  a  day  or  two, 
I  had  nothing  but  what  I  stood  up  in.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  was  away  from  the  ship  three  months,  liv- 
ing in  the  open  boat,  faring  like  my  boat's  crew  on 
ship's  pork,  biscuit,  dirty  water,  and  a  ration  of  rum. 
We  got  some  clothes  later  on  from  the  ship,  and  hav- 
ing my  gun  with  me,  I  was  able  to  supplement  our 
diet  with  an  occasional  duck  or  snipe,  and  now  and 
then  a  few  fowls,  which  we  looted  from  the  villaues 
near  the  banks  of  the  river.  About  midnight  we 
were  alarmed  by  firing  down  the  river,  so  we  up 
anchor  and  pulled  to  the  spot.  We  found  the  pin- 
nace engaging  something,  but  what  it  was  we  could 
not  make  out,  as  it  was  as  dark  as  pitch.  We  could 
distinguish  some  figures  running  to  and  fro,  return- 
ing the  pinnace's  fire  with  a  few  scattering  shots ; 
so  we  pulled  in  to  close  quarters  and  fired  our  24- 
pounder  howitzer  into  the  mass,  wh.en  all  was  silent, 
and  we  anchored  till  daylight,  when  we  discovered 
five  large  junks  moored  alongside  each  other,  close 
to  the  bank.     They  had  no  masts,  and  not  a  living 
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soul  could  1)0  S(!t'ii,  all  their  ports  heiiig  closed  ;  so 
we  pulled  alongside  and  hoarded,  when  we  found 
them  to  be  peaceal)le  tradini;'  junks.  The  |toor  fel- 
lows haa  mistaken  our  pinnace  for  a  }»irate  coming 
to  attack  them,  and  had  opened  fire  upon  her.  They 
had  i)aid  dearly  for  their  mistake,  for  we  found  one 
man  dead  and  two  severely  wounded  I»y  our  fire. 
We  sent  the  latter  on  board  the  Barracouta  for  surgi- 
cal treatment  and  returned  to  Caut(jn.  On  the  24th 
October  a  detachment  of  marines  was  landed  to  pro- 
tect the  Factories  (the  English  (piarter  of  the  city), 
reinforced  sul)se(|uently  by  another  party  and  some 
bluejackets.  Advanced  posts  and  field  -  guns  were 
stationed  at  the  most  important  points,  and  barri- 
cades thrown  across  the  streets  to  guard  against 
surprise.  On  the  2otli  an  attack  was  made  upon 
the  pickets  by  a  body  of  Chinese  soldiers,  but  they 
were  repulsed  by  the  marines  with  a  loss  to  the 
Chinese  of  fourteen  killed  and  wounded. 

The  marines  and  Ijluejackets  were  housed  in  the 
library  and  boathouse  ;  the  Admiral  and  Statt'  to(jk 
up  their  quarters  in  j\[r  Deiit's  house.  The  portion 
of  the  city  occupied  by  the  English,  called  the 
"  Factories,"  included  the  merchants'  houses,  library, 
church,  billiard-room,  and  boathouse,  all  of  which 
were  garrisoned  by  our  people.  On  the  25tli  October 
the  Dutch-folly  Fort,  mounting  fifty  guns,  war  taken 
possession  of  and  garrisoned  by  150  men  of  the  Cal- 
cutta. The  Dutch-folly,  like  the  Macao  Fort,  was 
built  upon  an  island  abreast  of  the  town,  and  com- 
manded both  approaches  up  the  river :  its  position 
rendered  it  impregnable  in  the  hands  of  any  other 
people  than  the  Chinese,  and  it  is  extraordinary 
that   they   made    no    effort   to    defend   it.       In    the 
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trees,  the  whole  enchased  in  a  strong  oraiiite  wall. 
Guns  and  mortars  were  mounted  in  this  fort,  so  as 
t<j  play  upon  the  city  walls  at  a  distance  of  400 
yards.  Governor  Yeli  liaxinti;  refused  to  redress 
the  insult  committed  it^•  his  otlicials  in  having  on 
October  8  forcibly  seized  twelve  of  the  crew  of  the 
British  lorcha  Arrow  and  hauled  down  her  flag,  the 
Admiral  decided  to  homhard  the  city.  On  the  27th 
Sir  Alichael  sent  an  ultimatum  to  Veh,  warning  him 
that  should  he  refuse  reparation  lie  would  open  fire 
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the  town  at  1   r.M.  that  d; 
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As  no  notice  was 


taken  of  this,  the  Encounter  fired  the  first  gun 
punctually  to  time,  and  kept  up  the  fire  at  regular 
intervals  till  sunset.  The  firing  was  i»rineipally 
directed  against  Governor  Yell's  })alaee.  'Hie  Barra- 
couta  also  shelled  some  troops  assembled  on  the  hills 
at  the  back  of  the  town,  from  a  position  she  had  taken 
in  Sulphur  Creek.  The  bombardment  was  continued 
on  the  28th,  by  which  time  a  breach  was  made  in 
the  city  walls  al>reast  of  the  Dutch-folly  Fort,  and 
preparations  were  made  for  storming. 

On  the  29th  the  marines  and  bluejackets,  and 
part  of  the  5i)th  l\egiment,  detailed  for  the  storm- 
ing-imrty,  were  em1)nrked  in  boats.  Tlic  space  l.ie- 
twcen  the  landing-place  and  th<'  l)reach  was  not 
more  than  300  yards :  it  had  at  one  time  been 
occupied  by  houses,  but  was  now  a  heap  of  ruins. 

Firing  a  few  shots  to  clear  the  way,  we  landed 
the  storming-party,  who  (|ui(dv;ly  covered  the  space 
to  the  breach,  where  they  were  received  by  a  shar[> 
fire  of  gingalls  (an  anti(|uated  kind  of  musket)  and 
other  weapons,  killing  three  and  wounding  several 
more  of  our  men ;    but  the   party,  gallantly  led  by 
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C'jiptaiii  liatc,  jiushcd  on,  and  were  soon  in  possession 
of  tile  walls.  This  was  all  that  was  rocpiircd,  and 
indeed  ns  nmeli  as  could  be  done  for  the  time,  as 
our  small  force  was  not  suflieient  to  hold  tin;  place  ; 
they  were  therefore  re-emharked,  and  returned  to 
the  Factories,  Our  loss  was  small,  but  the  Chinese 
sutrere(l  heavily.  At  daylight  next  mornini;  we 
fouml  that  the  enemy  had  filled  U[»  the  breach,  so 
we  scattered  them  with  a  few  shells. 

The  bombardment  was  now  continued  ever}''  day 
from  ()cto1)er  ;}0  to  November  5  by  II. M.  ships 
Encounter  and  Sam})son,  and  from  the  Dutch-folly, 
the  fire  bein^  directed  asi;ainst  the  (Jovernment 
buildings  in  the  Tartar  city  a.iivl  the  fortifications 
in  rear  of  it. 

As  we  had  reason  to  believe  the  Chinese  would  Fot 
fire  to  the  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Factories, 
with  the  intention  of  burning  us  out,  a  party  of 
bluejackets  was  employed  for  three  days  pulling 
them  down,  so  as  to  leave  a  space  clear  around. 
On  the  night  of  the  4th  November  an  attempt  was 
made  to  blow  us  up  by  exi)loding  a  boat  full  of 
powder  under  the  Club  House.  Fortunately  the 
explosion  did  little  damage,  but  after  this  perform- 
ance all  Chinese  boats  were  cleared  out  of  the 
river. 

To  guard  against  fire-rafts  and  torpedoes  we  made 
a  boom  across  the  river  with  spars  and  chains,  con- 
necting it  with  the  shore  on  both  sides.  Some  old 
junks  were  moored  in  mid-stream  above  and  below 
the  shipping ;  these  junks  were  also  connected  with 
the  shore,  leaving  a  passage  for  a  friendly  vessel ; 
this  space  was  also  closed  by  chains,  which  could 
be  removed   at   pleasure.      On   board   each  junk   a 
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<^uar(l  was  ]ila('0(l,  and  a  iVi-pounder  <];un  mounted, 
and  as  an  additional  precaution  our  Itoats  rowed  ^uard 
outside  tlic  Ixtoni  all  tliroutfh  tiio  ni,t,dit.  The.se 
measures  were  most  necessary,  as  the  Chinese  wore 
very  cunning  in   the;  use  of  tor})odoes  and    infernid 
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iieliines,    for    wliicli    the    Canton    river 


was     We 


adapted.  Almost  every  niujlit  we  received  some 
kind  attention  in  the  shape  of  a  juidv  loaded  with 
eombustil)les,  floated  down  with  the  stream,  and  set 
on  fire  when  close  to  us.  Another  clever  appa- 
ratus consisted  of  one  or  more  iron  taid\s  fdled  with 
powder,  sunk  to  tlie  level  of  the  water.  On  the 
outside  were  wire  springs  connected  with  a  trigger. 


so  as  to  ex})lo(le  on  toueliing  a  shij)s  side 
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were  more  dangerous    than    the   junks  or  hre-shij 
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being  so  l(jw  m  the  water  as  to  require  the  utmost 
vigilance  to  detect  them.  Our  business  was  to  sink 
or  explode  them  before  they  got  near  enough  to 
do  us  any  harm,  but  it  was  not  always  possible:  at 
times  we  managed  to  destroy  some,  others  drifted 
wide  of  the  mark,  but  they  very  nearly  sut-ceeded 
on  one  occasion.  On  Xoveml)er  8,  at  4  a.m.,  four 
fire-junks  came  down  with  the  tide  on  the  top  of 
the  liarracouta  anchored  outside  the  l)oom,  and  had 
she  not  promptly  slipped  her  cable  she  must  have 
been  set  on  fire  or  blown  up. 

On  the  13tli  a  most  a.udacious  attempt  was  made  to 
IjIow  up  the  Niger  steam-sloop.  In  broad  daylight 
two  sampans,  with  one  man  in  each,  came  under  the 
bows  of  the  ship  ;  the  men  jumped  overboard  and 
escaped,  and  the  sampans  l)lew  up  without  doing  any 
damage,  but  covering  the  ship,  masts,  and  rigging 
with  filth.  This  was  apparently  intended  more  as  an 
insult  than  anything  else,  and  the  Nigers  got  consid- 
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oraltly  clKilled  iiUnut  it.  At  this  time  I  wms  in  cluirnc 
ot'tlic  Calcutta's  immacc,  the  launch  iuiviiii;-  I)oeii  scut 
buck  !i>  thci  slii]i.     Oui-  life  under  tlic  circunistaiicos 
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)<>\"c  uic!itionc(i  was  anvtlup '•  hut  monotonous;  in- 


(lec(l  v.c  had  a  liNcly  time  of  it — hard    woik  all   day, 
with  a   o'oo(l  i-hiincc  of  heinu'    hlown   uj)  during   the 


nij^i;!. 

On  the  cvenii-.L''  of  the  ")tli  Xovtunlx-r  T  rcM-eivcd 
orders  to  ;u'(;oni|ta.ny  the  Jiarracouta  on  a  sccnit  expe- 
dition at  dayliiiht  the  following;- morn  in  u'.  Lieutenant 
11.  lieamish,  gunnery  lieut<'nant  of  the  ( 'alculta.  came 
ill  my  lioat  and  took  charge,  as  I  w.is  oidy  a  midship- 
man. The  ol)ject  of  the  cx^.dition  was  known  old}'' 
to  ('a|itain  l''oit(  -cue  of  the  Ilarracout.i,  hut  il  mat- 
tered little  to  us  what  the  joli  was.  ])aylieiii  of  the 
()th  s;i\v  us  aloiiii'side  the  Bari'acouta,  which  iininedi- 
atcly  weighed  and  stood  down  the  rivei'  towards  the 
Freiieh-foUy  Fort.  'Phis  fort  was  huill  on  an  island 
aiiout    a    mile    di.iant    from    the     I  )utch  -  follw    and 
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mounted  twenty-six  lieavy  <:;uii.s.  It  was.  inoreo\ei-, 
haeked  l>y  twenty-live  mandarin  junks,  heavily  aiiued 
and  moored  under  the  nuns  of  the  fort.  These  junks 
ha<l  heeii  collected  with  a  \  iew  to  attack  oui-  shi[is, 
and  our  object  was  t(»  <lestro\'  them.  (See  plan  and 
sket(di.) 

The  Bavraeouta  was  ordered  to  eno'anc  the  junks, 
and  our  business  was  to  la}'  out  her  stei'U  amdior  and 
enable  her  to  brinej  her  broadside  to  beai'.  We  soon 
^.'iohted  the  junks,  and  veiy  i'oi'midable  the\'  looked 
in  the  morniiii;'  sun  witii  all  their  b.mners  tivinu,'. 
They  were  m(M)red  in  a  crescent,  willi  tlu"  horns 
towards  us,  su[i})uried  b\'  the  foi't  in  a  very  stronuf 
]K)sition.  The  Barraeouta  iikiuhUmI  oidy  six  ,i:;uns, 
and   the  i)innaee  a  L2-uouiider  howitzer,  an  absuidlv 
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one  side,  sprinu's  on  their  cahlcs  to  kec))  tlieir  Itroad- 
sidc  ])eariiiti:,  and  "  stiidv-]>(»ts  "  at  th  >  mast -licads. 
These  oflensive  weapons  are  (hservinix  of  deserij>tion. 
The  stink-|)ot  is  an  earthenware  vessel  filled  with 
powder,  sulphnr,  kr.  Kaeli  juidv  had  fatjcs  at  the 
niast-liL'jMl,  which   in  action  wi're  oec-upied  by  ono  or 
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more  men,  whoso  dnty  it  was  to  throw  these  stink- 
pots on  to  the  (h'cks  of  the  enemy,  (tr  into  hoats  at- 
temptinu'  to  hoard  ;  and  woe  hetide  any  nnlueky  lioat 
that  received  one  of  these  missiles:  the  crew  would 
cortainlv  have  to  iunio  ovcrhoard  oi-  l»e  stilled. 

As  soon  as  we  ho\e  in  si^ht  the  junks  heat  to 
(piarters,  and  ke[>t  up  a,  hideous  din  with  uones  and 
tom-toms;  their  crews,  stii[>ped  to  die  waist,  stood 
to  their  uuns,  matches  in  hand,  hul  waitiiiu',  according; 
to  their  usual  tactics,  for  the  lirst  shot. 
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The  Barracouta  sttame»l  slowly  towards  them,  her 
guns  cleared  for  aetion,  every  man  at  his  post.  Our 
little  gun  was  loaded  with  grape,  and  trained  on  the 
nearest  junk.  It  was  an  exciting  moment,  as  we 
advanced  till  we  were  within  hOO  yards  of  the  centre 
junk,  and  the  horns  of  the  crescent  overla})pcd  us. 
The  Barracouta  n<»w  anchored,  and  simultaneously 
fired  her  bow  gun  loaded  with  shell  into  the  midst  of 
the  junks.  At  the  same  instant  the  junks  opened  fire 
with  a  deafening  roar,  and  were  envcloi)ed  in  imi  and 
snKtke.  Jiound-shot,  grape,  canister,  and  scrap  iron 
hurtled  through  the  air,  and  the  water  was  ])h)Ughed 
up  around  us.  The  Barracouta's  men  worked  well, 
directing  their  fire  towards  the  thickest  of  the  smoke; 
I)i1t  owing  to  the  ship  being  bows-on,  only  one  gun  on 
the  forecastle  could  l)ear  on  the  enemy.  Shcjts  were 
flying  in  all  dire»'tions,  knocking  nltout  spars  and 
cutting  away  ropes;  but  fortunately  their  aim  was 
too  high,  as  wo,  were  so  (;h)se.  Loud  above  the  din 
could  be  heard  the  yells  of  the  Chinamen  and  the 
claniii^iL!'  of  their  gongs.'  C'aiitain  Fortescue  no.v 
ordered  us  to  lay  out  his  stern  anchor,  as  his  ship 
was  being  raked  and  her  forecastle  swept  by  the  stoi'ui 
of  missiles. 

l[aviiig  got  the  anchor  in  our  boat,  we  ])roceoded  to 
lay  it  out,  being  exposed  meantime  to  a  murderous 
fire  of  gra})e.  A  shot  struck  one  of  my  boat's  crew 
in  the  head,  killing  him  instantly,  and  spattering  us 
with  his  blooil  ;  but  we  droppe^l  the  anchor  in  the 
right  place,  and  enabled  the  Barracouta  to  liring  her 
broadside  to  bear  on  the  junks,  thus  bringing  three 
more  heavy  guns  into  action  :  our  little  brass  gun 
also  did  some  execution  on  the  crowded  decks  of  the 
euemv. 
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Having  deposited  the  l)ody  of  our  shipmate  on 
board  the  Ba)  raconta,  we  continued  the  action  :  mean- 
time the  hccivy  metal  of  tliat  ship  began  to  tell,  and 
some  of  tie  junks  blew  up  with  all  their  crew  as  their 
magazine^i  ignited.  Several  more  were  in  Hames,  and 
the  fire  of  the  others  l)eiT;an  to  slacken.  It  was  evi- 
dent  they  had  had  enough  of  it,  and  soon  we  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  all  the  junks  on  fire  and  their 
crews  making  for  th(?  shore.  The  Coromaiidel,  with 
the  Admiral  on  board,  towing  the  boats  of  the  squad- 
ron, now  made  her  appearance?,  coming  to  our  su})port; 
but  the  action  was  over.  The  boats  formed  line  and 
pulled  for  thi'  shore  ;  the  fort  fired  a  few  shots  as  we 
ap}))'oaclied,  but  was  speedily  abandoned,  and  so 
ended  the  capture  of  the  French-folly  Fort  and  the 
destruction  of  twenty-five  of  the  finest  mandarin 
junks  in  the  imperial  navy. 

The  rest  of  the  day  we  were  busy  spiking  the  guns 
and  levelling  the  parapets,  after  which  we  returned  to 
Canton. 

On  November  11  we  all  emljarked  on  board  the 
Coromandel  and  proceeded  down  the  river  to  the 
flagship,  anchored  above  the  Bogue  Forts.  We  heard 
that  we  were  to  bomljard  the  forts  the  following  day, 
unless  the  mandarin  in  charge  was  prepared  to  hand 
them  over  without  fighting.  Happily  there  was  no 
chance  of  that ;  for,  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
country,  he  would  certainly  have  been  beheaded  or 
disembowelled  if  he  gave  up  the  forts  without  re- 
sistance. Any  doubts  on  the  subject  were  removed 
the  r.ext  morning  by  the  gallant  old  fellow  sending 
off  r,  message  to  the  Admiral  to  say  he  was  quite 
ready  for  us  whenever  we  chose.  And  he  had  reason 
too  on  his  side,  seeing  the  enormous  strength  of  the 
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forts,  four  of  wliicli  mounted  410  guns  between  them, 
while  three  otliers  were  equally  well  armed  in  pro- 
portion to  their  size. 

The  Admirar.s  reply  to  the  polite  invitation  of  the 
governor  was  not  made  pultlii,' ;  if  an}^  it  was  prob- 
ably concise  and  to  the  point.  Our  subsequent 
proceedings  were  sutlicient.  I  give  herewith  the 
names  of  the  forts  and  numlter  of  guns  mouiit('(l, 
so  far  as  we  knew,  also  the  force  opposed  to  them  : — 

Xorth  Amin'fliov    I  ,.       ,    ^  ,,         ,,^ 

r,     ,,     ,  1  111011111111}-'  hetWLM'u  tliL'iii  210  ''Uiis. 

ooufli  Aiiuiif^lioy    j 


North  Waiituiij,'  )  ,, 


South  AViiiituiiL;    j 


'200  guns. 


ChuL'iipuc  Fort         \ 

Ty-C<>ck-To\v  Fort  ,-miniber  of  guns  not  known. 

'J'igcr  Lsliiiul  ) 

All  tlic  above  were  comprised  under  the  term 
Bogue  Forts. 

Till'  ships  opposed  to  them  were — 

H.:\r.S.  Calcutta  (ilagship) 
.Nankin  (frigate)     . 
KncotintL'r  (corvL'tte) 
Jlornet  (sloop) 
liarracouta  (sloop) 
Cni'oinandel  (tciKler) 

Total 

But  this  must  be  divided  by  two,  as  a  ship  cannot 
fight  her  guns  on  both  sides  when  enoairinu'  shore 
butteries. 

At  daylight,  November  12,  the  ships  cleared  for 
action,  and  took  up  their  appointed  station,  the 
Calcutta  having  the  post  of  honour,  abreast  of  and 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  South  Wantung, 
mounting    100   guns.       Our    position    was    so    well 
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clioseii  that  only  a  few  gims  could  bear  upon  the 
sliip.  The  Chinamen,  with  incomprehensible  stu- 
pidity or  indifference,  allowed  tlie  ships  to  take  up 
their  positions  and  moor  head  and  stern  riijjht  under 
their  t^uns  witliout  firing  a  shot,  nor  was  it  till  we 
had  carefully  laid  our  guns  and  delivered  a  concen- 
trated 1  (roadside  th;it  they  condes(;ended  to  reply. 

The  result  of  these  tactics  was  that  we  had  it  all 
our  own  wa}'.  The  Naidcin  and  tlie  small  craft 
having  taken  a  position  to  engage  the  other  forts, 
at  a  signal  from  the  Calcutta  the  action  commenced. 

As  anticipated,  after  an  hour-and-a-halfs  firing 
the  batteries  were  silenced,  having  Ijcen  crushed  from 
the  beginning  l)y  the  terrible  fire  from  the  shi])s. 
Orders  were  now  given  to  prepare  to  storm  the 
forts;  the  ships  ceased  firing,  and  we  ])ulle(l  for 
the  shore.  But  little  resistance  was  oftered  :  we  had 
a  scramble  up  a  very  stee})  hill  to  reach  the  wall, 
and  while  taking  breath  prejKiratory  to  climbing  in 
through  an  embrasure,  a  Chinese  soldier  threw  a 
stink-pot,  which  exploded  at  our  feet,  doing  no  harm. 
We  then  rushed  in,  followed  by  the  men  as  they 
caj^.ic  u]>.  The  Chinamen  stood  for  a  moment,  and 
then  bolted  to  the  o[)posite  side  of  the  fort,  where 
boats  awaited  them.  Orders  were  given  to  cease 
firing  and  let  the  poor  fellows  go;  luit  such  was  the 
panic  that  many  of  them,  unable  to  find  room  in  the 
boats,  took  to  the  wat<'r  and  endeavoured  to  swim, 
in  attempting  which  numl)ers  were  drowne(l. 

The  next  day  we  bombarded  the  Anunglioy  Forts  : 
these,  unlike  the  Wantung,  which  were  built  upon 
islands  in  the  river,  stood  ujton  the  mainland  ;  the 
whole  commanded  the  passage  of"  the  river,  and 
shouhl  have  been  impregnable  in  other  hamls.     We 
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fonud  many  l)eautiful  brass  ji;uns  in  the  forts  of 
enormous  calii)re  and  fine  workmanship. 

For  several  days  foUowinn;  we  were  employed 
l)lo\vinf]f  u]»  the  ])arapets,  bursting  the  guns,  and 
generally  demolishing  the  forts — an  ardutnis  duty 
under  a  Imrning  sun  when  all  excitement  is  over. 

On  the  loth  I  was  ordered  up  the  river  again 
to  Canton,  and  started  in  tow  of  the  Barracouta. 
There  were  three  boats  towing  astern — the  Calcutta's 
pinnace  (my  Itoat),  the  cutter,  and  the  Nankin's 
pinnace.  All  went  well  until  we  were  within  a  few 
miles  of  Canton,  the  Barracouta  making  ten  knots 
through  the  water :  my  boat  was  towing  from  the 
starl)oard  sponson,  the  Nankin's  from  the  i)ort.  For 
I  tetter  security  whilst  towing  we  had  sent  most  of 
the  crews  in-board,  and  dismounted  the  boats'  guns, 
so  as  to  bring  their  bows  out  of  the  water. 

Suddenly  the  Nankin's  coxs'-ain  left  the  helm  ;  in 
an  instant  the  boat  sheered  into  the  wake  of  the 
wheels,  and  went  down  bows  foremost,  appearing 
some  way  astern  bottom  up.  We  at  once  sli[)ped 
our  painter  and  went  to  her  assistance,  in  time  to 
pick  up  two  of  the  crew  and  some  gear  that  was 
floating  about ;  but  the  gun  and  all  the  heavy  things 
were  lost,  and  two  men  sank  to  rise  no  more.  Pro- 
ceeding on  our  way,  we  reached  Canton  without 
further  adventure. 
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UPKllATIONS    IN   THH   CANTON    lUVKU. 


A  FEW  (lays  after  our  return  to  Canton  I  was  ordered 
down  the  river  in  tow  of  the  Coromaiidel  to  destroy 
some  manchirin  junks  which  were  l»uilding  at  a  kind 
of  dockyard  on  the  river's  l)ank.  We  soon  found 
tlieni :  thirty -five  junks  were  on  the  stocks,  some 
onlv  in  frame,  others  ready  for  hiunchinij::.  We 
Inirnt  the  lot.  It  seemed  a  i)ity  to  destroy  them, 
as  they  were  fine  handsome  craft  and  wortii  a  lot 
of  money,  l)ut   they  made  a  grand  l)laze. 

For  the  next  few  weeks  we  were  busy  making  and 
repairing  fire -booms,  and  at  night  guarding  them 
against  the  enemy's  fire-rafts.  The  work  was  hard, 
and  there  were  only  four  boats  to  do  it — two  of  the 
Calcutta's  and  two  Nankin's.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered also  that  in  those  days  we  had  no  steam- 
launches  or  torpedo-boats,  so  everything  had  to  be 
done  by  rowing-boats — even  sails  were  useless  for 
that  work. 

Life  in  an  open  boat  for  months  together  would 
have  l)een  wearisome  but  for  the  constant  excite- 
ment. There  was  not  much  room  to  move  aljout, 
and  only  a  plank  to  lie  on  at  night.  Pork,  biscuit, 
and  river-water  constituted  our  daily  fare,  no  extras. 


sK      i 


\  I  I'  11  1 


w 

1 

1 

'1 

i  t 

i 


54 


OPKUATIONS    IN    THK    CANTON    KIVKIt. 


jMy  kit  consisted  of  a  Mankot,  two  fhiniu'l  sliirt.s — 
one  on  and  one  oft' — tooth-hrusli,  conilt,  towel,  and 
soap.  For  society  I  lunl  my  coxswain  and  boat's 
crew,  workinii'  under  a  l>roilin<2'  sun  hv  dav,  with 
a  chance  of  Itcinui;  Idown  up  at  nio'nt,  or  liaving  one's 
head  taken  oft'  by  a  round-shot  next  morninj;'.  But 
there  is  a  eliarin  in  having  a  command  of  one's  own, 
be  it  ever  so  humble,  at  eighteen  years  of  a,i»e.  My 
coxswain,  -Fim  Parnell,  ca])tain  of  the  foretoj)  of  the 
Cahnitta,  was  as  tine  a  seaman  as  ever  1  came  across  : 
being  thrown  too;ether  so  much,  1  i>ot  to  know  his 
value,  and  he  backed  me  up  on  several  occasions 
when  I  was  in  a  tight  place. 

We  were  not  only  shi})mates,  l)ut  messmates;  for 
our  stock  of  crockery — never  verv  2;reat — had  been 
.sadly  diminished  by  a  shot  which  smashe(l  the 
greater  part ;  and  we  had  but  one  basin  to  eat  our 
pea-soup  out  of,  and  this  was  afterwards  rinse<l  out 
for  our  grog.  Uur  evenings  used  to  be  spent  accord- 
ing to  fancy — some  sleejiing,  others  smoking  or  join- 
ing in  a  song,  whilst  1  generally  played  cribliage 
with  the  coxswain  or  the  siunner's  mate,  until  the 
time  came  for  us  to  take  uj)  our  station  for  the 
night. 

I  often  think  that  it  is  on  detached  service  of  this 
sort  that  bluejackets  show  to  advantage  —  always 
cheerful  and  contented  and  respectful  at  a  time 
when  it  is  not  easy  to  enforce  the  discipline  of  a 
man-of-war.  No  matter  whether  the  }iork  was  rancid 
or  the  water  stank,  I  never  heard  a  murmur  of  tlis- 
content :  they  knew  that  what  did  for  them  did  for 
me.  One  day  our  coppers — the  only  cooking  appa- 
ratus we  had — was  lost  overboard,  and  it  could  not 
be  replaced  for  some  days,   so  we   had   to  eat   our 
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pork  raw,  Imt  we  all  shared  alike.  I  had  no  nicdi- 
cines  ill  the  hoat — we  couldn't  atl'onl  to  he  sick — 
but  I  told  the  nicii  that  if  any  of  thcin  were  really 
ill  they  should  have  an  extra  glass  of  nun  from  our 
limited  tore,  and  some  of  us  would  jjfo  without  it.  I 
never  had  a  singh'  application,  nor  did  I  Iiavc  a  case 
of  sickness  in  the  hoat,  although  we  drank  the  river- 
water,  ahout  the  same  colour  and  consistency  as  that 
of  the  Thames  at  I.ondon  Bridsic  :  and  at  this  vcrv 
time  the  Calcutta's  men  were  dyuiii;  in  the  hos[>itals 
at  Hong-Kong  from  dysentery,  <'aused  hy  diinkiiig 
impure  water.  The  Calcutta,  lu-ing  a  sailing-shi[», 
ha<l  no  condenser  on  hoard.  During  this  time  the 
Cliinaineii  had  not  hcin  idle:  they  repaire(l  tlie 
French-folly  Fort  and  mounted  some  guns,  making 
it  as  strong  as  it  wjis  hefore  ;  so  it  hecame  necessary 
to  give  tliem  another  lesson.  On  4th  Decemlter  the 
Encounter  and  Coromaiidel,  towing  the  Ixmts  of  the 
sipiadron,  steamed  down  and  opeiir  1  tire  on  the  fort; 
the  boats  lav  on  the  otf  sidi'  of  the  >hii>s  so  as  to  be 
protected  by  their  hulls  until  the  fort  was  silenced, 
when  our  turn  came,  and  we  pulled  in  to  the  assault 
under  a  scattered  but  ill-directed  fire  from  gingalls 
and  rockets.  Having  driven  out  the  garrison,  a 
party  remained  to  dismount  the  guns  and  destroy 
the  fort. 

Our  casualties  were  slight :  a  marine  was  killed  by 
a  rocket,  and  a  few  were  wounded.  As  a  rule,  these 
Chinese  rockets  did  little  harm,  and  as  often  as  not 
they  doubled  back  from  whence  they  came.  Whilst 
we  were  in  the  pinnace,  lying  quietly  at  anchor  off 
the  fort  after  the  business  was  over,  a  sneaking  rascal 
fired  a  rocket  at  us  from  amongst  the  ruins.  The 
rocket  came  over  one  side  of  the  l)oat,  set  fire  to 


*l 


V 


JK 


1!| 


I  ;■>)' 


<  I 


11 
i 


5G 


OPEKxVTIUNS    IN    THE   LANTON    RIVKU. 


Ti 


^ 


Homo  Itro.'ul  -  Ita^'s  in  tlic  Itottoin,  and  })()i»[i('(l  over 
tilt'  other  side  without  liurtinLC  us.  I  always  kept 
a  loaded  ritle  handy,  hut  hcf'ore  I  could  <f('t  it  to  my 
shoulder  the  villain  was  gone. 

Our  cutter  was  also  struck  l»y  a  rocket,  which 
liurnt  a  hole  in  her.  This  Ijoat  was  under  my  orders 
as  well  as  the  pinnac(!;  she  was  in  chartje  of  a  young 
master's  assistant  named  Pearn,  and  as  he  was  seven- 
teen years  old  and  I  eightc-en,  and  a  midshipman,  I 
was  the  senior  otlicer !  We  were*  great  chums.  A 
report  reached  us  that  the  Chinese  intended  to  burn 
the  English  (piarter  in  return  for  the  injuiies  we  had 
inflicted  on  them.  We  had  always  expected  some- 
thing of  the  kind,  and  i)re})ared  for  it  hy  placing 
sentries  about.  The  merchants  had  removed  their 
pro[)erty  to  Hong-Kong,  so  that  beyond  the  fact 
of  its  being  useful  to  us  as  our  heathjuarters,  its 
destruction  mattered  little.  However,  the  sentries 
were  doubled,  and  we  kept  a  sharp  look-out  every 
night;  but  notwithstanding  all  our  i)recauti  ns,  the 
Chinamen  were  too  sharp  .for  us. 

One  night,  about  the  middle  of  December,  there 
was  an  alarm  of  fire  in  the  Faetories.  The  boats 
wi're  at  this  time  moored  in  the  camber,  close  at 
hand,  so  we  were  quickly  on  the  spot.  It  was  to 
no  purpose  :  the  Chinese  soldiers,  reckless  of  life, 
ran  from  house  to  house  with  lighted  torches  in 
their  hands,  and  as  fast  as  we  shot  them  down 
others  would  take  their  places.  All  that  night  the 
fire  raged,  and  the  next  day  it  was  still  burning. 
We  made  desperate  efforts  to  save  the  Consulate, 
by  blowing  down  the  adjacent  walls  with  gun- 
powder, but  without  avail.  Every  one,  from  the 
Admiral   downwards,    worked    with   a   will ;    and    it 
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w;ia  Jtmusing  to  sco  captiiins,  lieutenants,  niids, 
bluejarlvet.s,  and  soldiers  |»assin;^  the  water  aloiiLi; 
in  every  conceivable  conveyance.  Pearn  and  I 
were  iioiiitiii,^'  a  hose  till  we  could  hold  it  no 
longer  on  account  of  the  heat,  and  every  stitch  we 
had  on  was  wet  through.  Durini^^  the  niijjht  I  was 
working  in  a  house  trying  to  get  the  fire  under, 
when  some  one  shouted  out  that  the  roof  was 
falling,  and  that  if  there  was  any  one  inside  to 
eonie  out  diiectl}'.  The  room  I  was  in  was  fille<l 
with  Iioxes  of  prime  Manilla  cigars,  so  taking  a 
hox  under  each  arm,  1  bolted  from  the  house  just 
as  the  walls  caved  in  witii  a,  crash.  Trilles  such 
as  these  cig;irs  were  very  acceptable,  and  after 
the  fire  we  managed  to  ])ick  u})  a  few  things  which 
were  of  use  to  us,  living  as  we  were  on  the  meanest 
fare.  But  these  exi)editions  were  rather  risky,  as 
the  Chinese  authorities  offered  500  dollars  for  the 
head  of  any  Englishman  dead  or  alive,  and  already 
S(mie  poor  fellows  had  been  captured,  their  heads 
at  the  time  adorninix  the  walls  of  the  citv :  in 
fact,  it  was  dangerous  to  wander  only  a  few  hundred 
yards  from  our  boats,  as  the  following  adventure 
will  show. 

One  day,  in  company  with  Pearn,  we  took  ad- 
vantage of  a  spare  hour  when  the  men  were  at 
dinner  to  ramble  amongst  the  ruins  of  the  Factories. 
We  were  ex})loring  the  inside  of  a  house  the  walls 
of  which,  with  the  staircase,  remained  standing. 
We  had  not  been  long  upstairs  when  we  heard  a 
noise  in  the  street,  and  on  looking  out  we  per- 
ceived, to  our  horror,  a  mob  of  Chinese  soldiers 
round  the  only  entrance  to  the  house,  with  the 
evident    intention    of    capturing   us    alive   or   dead. 
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We  were  cnuoiit  in  ;i  trap  :  there  was  l)ut  one  stair, 
and   our  retreat  was  coniplctcly  cut  otl". 

Tlicre  was  no  tini>'  for  rctlection.  i^'ortunatcly 
we  had  our  revolvers  with  us,  and  ivuew  liow  to 
use  tliem,  so  without  a  moment's  ih'hiy  fuithcr  than 
a  <>;rasj>  of  eacli  others  hands,  we  rushed  th)wn  the 
stairs  into  the  street.  Our  suchlen  a|i|»e;irance 
t(>ok  the  Ciiinamen  l)y  surprise.  IN  arn  lireil  liis 
levolvti  in  the  iivst  man's  face,  the  man  stau'Ljered 
liut  did  not  fall,  and  to  this  da\'  I  cannot  think 
what  iia|)j)ened,  as  he  couldn't  liax'e  missed.  in 
fi'oiil  of  me  stoe'il  a  hii;'  hrawnv  fellow  armed  with 
a  pike;  1  .diot  h.im  throuij;li  the  Itody,  and  he 
doultletl  u|>  and  fell  on  jiis  face.  I'earn  tired  a^ain, 
and  the  whole  lot  holted — from  two  hoys,  for  we 
were  noiliini;'  more;  autl  we  were  sa\'ed.  I  raked 
another  as  he  ran,  and  saw  the  Mood  spurt  from 
!iis  neck.  We  then  cut  the  tail  oil"  my  man  and 
made  t  lacks  for  the  hoats.  We  never  made  nuMi- 
tioii  of  *ln>  adventure,  as  we  had  no  laisincss  then^ 
and  we  should  have  heen  foihiddcn  to  leave  our 
hoats   in   futuic. 

It  may  sccin  rather  coM  -  hlooded.  waiting  to 
cut  the  man's  pi^-tad  off,  l»ut  W(>  were  not  in  the 
humour  to  discuss  that  (piesti'»n.  Had  we  heeii 
captured  we  shouhl  have  hcen  first  tortured,  then 
l)v'head;d.  Shortly  after  this  occurrence  the  .Vdmiral 
decided  to  lairn  down  part  of  the  suhurhs  of  the 
city  as  a  reprisal  ftr  hurniiiL;'  the  Factories,  and 
we  were  ordered  to  pre[iare  lire -halls  for  the 
purposi'. 

The  ueces.^ary  arraiigements  hcini;'  complete,  we 
were  attached  as  hefore  to  the  liarracouta,  and 
proceeded   with    her   to   a    spot    ahout    a    nule    from 
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our  ([uartcrs.  Anothor  party  went  in  the  opposite 
(Urc'(;ti()ii,  so  n.-i  to  fire  the  city  siiiiiiltancously  in 
several  places.  TIk^  llii-racouta  iiaviiig  ancliorcd. 
we  pulled  up  a  crceiv  in  the  [)iunaci'  aud  threa.<lcil 
our  Wiiv  tlnniii'li  the  streets  (which  are  reallv 
waterwuys,  the  houses  in  the  suhurhs  heinu;  huilt 
itn  l>iles),  keepiuLi"  a  shai'p  iDnk  nut  loi'  aiuhuseades. 

JlaviuL!,'  advanced  as  far  as  we  could,  wc  landecl, 
and  set  to  work,  liriiii,^  ihe  houses  ri^ht  and  left. 
This  acconiplisic'd,  ''a])tain  I'^oi'tcscue,  who  iiad 
aceon»])anied  us  so  lar  in  Iiis  uallcN',  reiuriied  on 
hoard  to  hreaklast,  leavini;'  nu'  in  the  ])innaee  with 
orders  to  slio(»t  tlown  any  one  who  atteui[)ted  to 
intci'lere    with    us. 

I'resently  a  nioh  of  ("hinanieti  ap|>eared  on  tlie 
scene,  and  w.Mild  lia\<'  made  short  woi'k  of  us, 
hut  a  lew  rounds  i'vnVA  tlu'  howitzer  disjiei'sed 
theni.  The  creek  we  were  in  was  Mockeil  with 
a  harricade  of  piles,  -'.;  W'  lashed  the  heat's  how 
to  (he  piles,  pointiiiLi'  the  "iin  through  iheni,  and 
whenever  any  .soldiers  a[ipeare<l  "  we  let  them 
have    it." 

The  gunners  mile  was  in  ijie  >tern,  pa-sinn"  the 
annnnnitioii  lorwai'd  to  me  in  tin'  ltow>.  and  ex- 
claiming in  his  exeitenient,  "  (live 'em  some  's[»iritual 
case,'  sir,"  meaning;  ''spherical  case"  (canister  con- 
taining;- niusketdudls  a  veiy  elleeiive  missile  at 
close  (juarti'rs).  The  ci'eek  was  onU'  a  few  yards 
hroad,  with  houses  down  to  the  watei-  on  hoth 
sides,  aMoriline;  shelter  for  a  hidden  enemy.  Whilst 
our  attention  was  directed  to  those  \\\  front,  a 
soldier  ste|»ped  out  from  hehind  a  door  on  our 
ri^ht  and  took  a  deliherate  j>ot-shot  at  n\e  from 
oidy  a  few  vards  (ttl'.      It   was  a  shockinu"  had   shot, 
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as  lie  missed,  and  stepjied  l)ack  behind  tlie  door, 
j)rol)al)ly  to  load.  I  snatelicd  n[)  a  rillc  T,nd  iired 
slap  tlironi,di  the  door,  ;uid  then  tliou!i;ht  no  more 
about  it.  When  the  time  came  for  us  to  retire  I 
went  ashore  and  out  of  curiosity  looked  behind  the 
door,  when,  lo  !  my  friend  was  lyiuL,'  there  dead. 
We  then  returned  to  the  B;irra(".)Uta  to  re[)ort  ])ro- 
ceedinn^s  and  have  dinner.  Christmas  cann'  round  in 
due  time,  and  we  determine<l  to  keej)  it  in  i^ood  old- 
fashioned  style,  antl  enjoy  a  good  dinner  if  it  could 
be  got;  so  we  cleared  awa}'  the  billi;ird-room,  the 
only    buihling    left    standing,    and    had    our   dinner 


th 


ierc,   and   a   verv  good   dinner  it  was,   considering 
the  circumstances.      I  had  shot  some  <lucks  ;i  short 


time 


bcf 


ore 


wliicli    came    in 


handv 


aiK 


1 


we 


ha.l 


looted  a  few  bottles  of  wine  from  the  ruins  oC  the 
houses,  so  the  toasts  went  merrily  round,  "  absent 
friends"  not  l)eiiig  forgotten.  At  midnight  I  left 
to  row  guanl  as  usual.  1  had  to  keep  watch  ahead 
of   the    Hornet,    which    was    at    anchor    outside    the 


)ooni. 


(hi  returning  to  my  boat,  1  found  that  my  boat' 


crew 


had 


also    heeii  kei 


})ing  ( 


liristmas,  having  i>ro 


b- 


ably  cleared  the  consul's  cellar  for  the  purpose  : 
they  were  all  helplessly  drunk,  exce}»ting  the  cox- 
swain and  one  other.  AVhat  was  to  be  <lone  ?  i 
<larc(l  not  report  them  unlit  for  duty,  as  1  should 
liave  Ijeeii  [tunished  for  not  looking  after  them  ;  so, 
making  the  two  sober  ones  take  an  oar  and  taking 
the  helm  myself,  1  jjushcd  otf  into  the  stream,  hav- 
ing first  refreshed  the  rest  of  the  crew  by  a  few 
buckets  of  water  thrown  over  them. 

We    managed    to   reach   a  ]»ositioii   ahead    of  the 
Hornet,    when,    seeing    the    impossibility   of  rowing 
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Cfuard  witli  only  two  oars  at;'ninst  a  stronii;  fUiTciit. 
I  <lro|»pL'(l  anchor,  and  niakinu'  the  two  sohcr  mm 
take  a  eouple  of  oars  each  and  keep  di]>i)inn  them 
in  the  water,  I  ke[tt  a  _L>-ood  h>ok  (»ut  till  dayliglit, 
when  we  returned  to  tlie  canilM  r. 

Fortunately  the  Chinamen  <lid  not  attempt  to 
molest  us  that  niL,dit,  or  the  conse(]Uenees  mi,L!;ht 
have  been  disastrous.  'J'he  liest  oi'  the  joke  was, 
the  captain  ol"  the  I[orn('t,  Commander  Forsyth, 
sent  for  me  and  complimented  me  upon  the  a«lmir- 
ahle  way  we  had  kept  ^uard  duriuL,'  the  nii^ht. 

Whilst  in  the  river  I  used  frequently  to  he  sent 
away  with  despatches  to  various  parts,  and  I  always 
took  advantage  of  these  0(;easi(»ns  to  replenish  our 
Kinler.  llavinjj;  delivered  the  <lespat(;hes,  I  devote(I 
the  return  journey  to  spor;,  shootiniii;  alouu"  the 
banks  whilst  tl«e  l)oat  was  hein^  tracked  aiiiainst  the 
current  like  a  eanal-hoat,  this  being  les.s  labour  for 
the  boat's  crew  than  pulling.  One  day,  whilst 
engaged  in  this  way,  we  saw  two  fat  ducks  on  the 
bank,  which  were  bagged.  The  bowman,  who  re- 
trieved them,  said  there  was  a  whole  Hock  of  th'jn 
in  the  paddy-fields,  so  I  landed  and  blazed  into  the 
erowd  till  all  the  ammunit'on  was  ex])ended,  when 
we  gathered  up  the  slain,  amounting  to  180 — sulli- 
cient  to  supply  the  S(juadroi\  It  is  almost  needless 
to  say  they  were  tame  (Uicks.  Sometimes  we  raideil 
a  village  for  fowls,  keejiing  the  boat  handy,  so  as  to 
cover  our  retreat  in  ease  of  accidents!  I  g"t  an 
in\itation  once  to  visit  a  village  in  this  way,  l»m  I 
took  care  to  have  a  previous  engagement.  Some- 
time afterwards  Lieutenant  Bedford  Fim,  the  com- 
mander of  the  Banterer,  was  chased,  with  sonu.'  of 
liis  boat's  crew,  and  cut  otf  from  his  boat  :  they  had 
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to  tiu'lit  tlicir  way  down,  losing  several  men,  Pirn 
liimselt'  licini;'  severely  wouiitled. 

New  Year's  Day  had  come  and  gone,  and  this 
brings  me  to  a  very  sorrowful  part  of  my  story. 
I  have  ah'cady  mcntioiUMl  my  young  shi))mate, 
Pearn,  a  cliarming  fellow  and  a  great  faxourite. 
We  liad  heen  up-river  together  from  llie  first,  and 
1  entertained  a  great  alfeetion  f(»r  liim,  coupled  with 
admii'ation  for  his  coolness  and  gallantry. 

On  Suiidav,  .lanuary  4  ([Sf)?),  our  worthv  cai)tain, 
W.  Kuig-Iiali,  read  service,  and  pivaclied  a  sermon 
in  the  litth'  English  ciiui-ch  attached  to  the  Factories, 
which  liad  escaped  from  tlie  general  destruction.  As 
we  had  not  had  the  oj)]»ortunity  of  att'.Mxling  church 
since  we  left  the  ship,  nearly  three  months  heforc, 
l*eani  and  1  agreed  to  go;  so  to  church  we  went, 
and    heard    a    vei'\'    u'ood    dis(!ourse    from    oui'    kind 


sKipiM'r,  on   readiness 


'PI 


to  d 


le,   ami   sucii    lil<e 


('omin<'' out  of  churcli  we  met  Caittain  li<»lland,  our 


commander,  wlio  told  me   I   was  wan 


ited  t 


o  «fo  down 


1. 


the  river  with  despatches  for  Macao  Fort,  which  was 
now  garrisoned  l>y  a  party  from  JI.M.S.  Sylulle, 
umler     Lieutenant    Alston    of   that    shiit.       Nothing 


pleased    me     hetter;     so    as    soon    as    m\'    men 


hud 


finished  dinner  I  started  in  tin;  pinnace,  calling 
alongside  the  Coromaiidel  to  jiick'  uj*  another  Noung 
midshipman,  .Mather  liyles,  who  was  a.  particular 
friend   of  mine,  and    who   agi'ced   to  a<company   me 


on   the  trij). 


It 


was  as  W(dl   he  ditl. 


We  had  gut  ahout  a  mile  iVom  Canton  when  wc 
met  with  a  hoat  coming  up  from  .Maeao  Fort  with 
all  speed  :  she  was  in  charge  of  a  midshipman 
nnnjed  I'lden,  who  reported  that  a  large  fleet  of 
niand'frin    junks    had    come    out     of    Fatshan    creek 
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with  tlic  evident  intention  of  attaekino;  tlic  fort, 
and  Alston  liad  sent  this  hoat  to  inform  the 
Admiral  and  ask-  for  immrdiatc  assistan(^e.  Jlavinuj 
told  us  this  much,  the  itoat  ))ro('eedeil  on  luu"  way. 
J>\l('s  and  I  immediately  held  a  council  of  war,  and 
haviuLf  taken  the  <'o.\s\vain  into  our  confidence,  we 
decided  to  attack  the  junks.  .My  duty  was  ch'arly 
to  deliver  my  des|)atclies  and  ]>lace  myself  umh'r 
the  orders  of  Lieutenant  Alston,  especially  as  the 
licet  of  junks,  which  we  could  now  |)laitd\'  see 
d.rawn  uj*  in  order  of  hat  tie,  was  lieyond  the  fort. 
But  such  a  chance  was  not  to  he  throw  n  awaw  and 
We  thought  there  coul<l  he  no  harm  in  liaAin^'  a 
hrush  with  the  junks  hefore  the  l»(»ats  of  the 
s(juadron  could  arrive.  HaAing  thus  decided,  we 
swept  rapidK'  down  the  ri\cr  with  the  current.  On 
passing  Macao  i''ort  we  were  hailed  hy  jaeutenant 
Alston  to  know  where  we  were  going;  for  answer  1 
pointed  to  the  juid<s  ahead.  Some  onlers  were 
shoutcfl  out,  hut  wc  pretended  not  to  liear,  and 
paid   lio  attention. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  jn.^tify  tlii-  fo(»lish  prucecd- 
ing,  which  was  not  only  cnutrary  to  orders,  hut 
aliogethei"  [trepo^t.i'ous.  seeiiiM  tjiat  the  junhs,  uum- 
l)ering  al^  least  eighty  (the  same  licet  wliich  we 
.suhse<pienliy  dcstroxcd  at  Fatshan  «'i  tlii'  1st 
June),  wei'e  armed  with  .'J'J-pounuers  and  cr -wded 
with  men,  whilst  we  were  in  an  o[>en  ho,i!.  aiMn-d 
with  a  rj-p(Miniu.'r  howitzer,  ind  a  crew  of  lom-- 
teen  all  told,  hesides  ourselves,  two  mids*  Itut 
at  eighteen  uiidshi|>meu  are  not  .dways  gifte<l  v 'i  i 
diseretit»n. 

(hi  jjt'tting  witliin    range  we  opened   tir     with  our 
littk'    gun,   pitching   shot   aftt  r    shot    wed    ibto   the 
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l)ro\vii  of  them.  Tlic  juiik.s  were  at  anchor,  swung 
to  the  current,  with  their  heads  up-river ;  they  were 
formed  in  a  crescent  riglit  across  the  I'iver,  one  horn 
t'Xtendinuj  u\)  the  Fatshan  creek  (see  [)hin). 

At  first  the  Chinamen  took  no  notice  of  us,  appa- 
rently disdaining  so  insignificant  a  foe  ;  but  as  we 
drew  closer  and  our  shots  began  to  tell,  they  sud- 
denly with  one  accord  opened  fire  on  us  right  along 
the  line.  Some  of  the  juidvs,  hauling  iii  the  springs 
on  their  cables,  slewed  broadsitle  tons;   and  others, 
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manning  their  sweeps,  advauied  to  meet  us.  W«} 
now  saw,  when  too  late,  that  we  had  gone  too  far. 
The  current,  which  we  had  not  allowed  for,  was 
sweeping  us  down  on  to  the  junks,  and  retreat  was 
impossil)le.  There  wan  nothing  for  it  but  to  do  our 
best,  so,  putting  a  bold  face  on  it,  we  blazed  away, 
keeping  the  boat's  bow  to  the  enemy,  the  men  baek- 
injx  with  their  oars  against  the  stream. 

I  was  forward  iu  the  bows  working  the  gun  ;  Byles 
was  at  the  helm,  and  Jim  Paruell  passed  the  powder 
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forN^anl,  when  one  of  those  ));mi('s  occunvd  whidi 
soiiictiiiios  take  place  even  witii  the  liest  men.  ( )ne 
t'elhjw  threw  his  oar  overljoard  and  hiy  (h)wn  in  the 
liottoni  of  tlie  l)oat,  and,  to  tiieir  slianie  ho  it  said, 
nine  others  tolh)wed  liis  exaniph',  only  leavintji;  their 
oars  in  the  hoat.  In  vain  i  onh-red,  cntreate*!,  and 
even  tlneatened  them  with  n\y  revolver.  Bvles 
gallantly  supported  me,  usinij;  the  l)oat's  liller  on 
their  heads  with  <i;ood  etleet.  and  so  did  the  coxswain 
and  three  hrave  fellows  who  wei'c  helpini;'  nie  with 
the  L;un.  Th(!  hoat  meanwhile  was  driftiiij;'  helplessly 
to  destruction,  and  we  could  hear  the  yells  of  the 
(.'hinamen  as  their  l>rey  seemed  within  their  reach. 
Tn  Macao  I'ort  they  had  no  larui;  uuns  to  help  us, 
hut  we  could  heal"  the  cheers  of  the  uai'i'ison  as  they 
manned  the  para[>ets  to  encourage  us. 

At  last  the  hoat's  crew  hecani'-  aliv<  to  the  danger 
and  returne(|  to  their  duty.  M.snnini;'  the  oars.  ;,ind 
facinj^  hu'wanls,  they  hacked  airainst  the  stream.  To 
turn  tail  would  have  heen  fatal,  as  some  of  the  junks, 
called  fast-hoats,  pulled  one  hundred  oars  apiece,  and 
would  have  cauu,ht  us  in  no  time,  so  we  steadfastly 
faced  the  enemy  still  and  kept  the  ;:un  ;^oin^'.  But 
this  une(|ual  contest  could  not  last  i«ni;^;  shots  were 
droppini;'  I'ound  us,  wetting  us  with  t^pray,  or  whizz- 
in<j;  over  our  heads.  They  droppe(|  anions'  I  he  oars, 
pluniufed  under  tlie  hows,  shook  the  ensign  ,-r;itf'-  -in 
fact,  did  eveiything  hut  hit  us.  It  was,  however, 
only  a  (ptestion  of  time;  for  sooner  or  lat(;r  a  shot 
must  strike  the  boat,  and  then  it  would  have  heen  all 
over  witn  us,  and  I  sliould  not  be  alive  to  tell  the 
tale.  The  junks  were  slowly  but  surely  advancing, 
when,  looking  backwards,  we  saw,  to  our  joy  and 
relief,  the  Coromandel    coming  down  the  river  with 
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till'  Admiral's  flag  tiying,  and  towing  the  boats  of  the 
squadron. 

It  was  none  too  soon,  Un'  we  wen-  nearly  done. 
The  Iittl(!  brass  !j;un  had  served  us  well,  and  was  so 
hot  I  eould  hardly  hear  to  touch  it,  and  kicked  so, 
that  at  the  tiftj'-sixth  i-ound  the  lireeehinuj  l»rok(!  ami 
the  iji;un  came  over  backwards,  nearly  on  the  top  of 
me.  v\t  this  critical  moment  the  Coromandel  i^ot 
within  raM,L!;e  and  ojx'ned  fire;  but  by  this  time  we 
were  so  mixed  u|)  witii  the  junks  that  the  shots  from 
our  people  fell  danii'erously  close  to  us.  The  China- 
men now  turned  their  attention  to  the  ('oronuuulel, 
and  in  the  coiifusion  we  managed  to  esca|»e. 

But  it  was  still  a  most  uiUMpia!  liuht,  for  the  little 
Coromandel  with  her  24-})ounder  pop-L:;uns  was  no 
match  for  a  whoh;  flei't  of  heavilv  armid  junks,  earry- 
in,U'  twenty  broadside  eiins  apiece  and  a  ;52-pounder 
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alonyside  and  })ut  I^yles  on  board.  The  Admiral 
sent  for  me  on  the  briduje,  just  to  tell  me  1  had  no 
business  to  be  where  I  had  been  ;  but  it  was  no  time 
fur  exjilanation,  the  Chinamen  had  eot  our  raiiu'c,  and 
shot  wei'c  living  thick  about  us.  Just  as  1  step[)ed 
back  into  my  boat  I  met  i'earn,  who  was  in  the  cut- 
ter. "Why  don't  they  let  us  go  at  tlu'  begejars  ? " 
said  he.  Poor  fellow,  they  were  his  last  words,  for 
at  that  momenta  round-shot  came  ski[)pine;  alonj^  the 
water  and  struck  him  in  the  ehest. 

The  Admiral  now  orderecl  all  the  boats  to  lan<l  to 
protect  Macao  Fort,  and  the  Conmiandel  backed 
astern,  as  there  was  no  room  for  her  to  turn  in  that 
pivrt  of  the  river.  We  landed  at  the  back  of  the  fort, 
and  manninjjj  the  parapets,  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  on  the 
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witliin  300  ynnls,  ami  liamnicrcd  .-iway  at  their  own 
fort,  sondiiin'  tl>c  stones  tlyiiin',  l)Ut  iloin^j  us  no  harm. 
Findiiiij,'  tliey  wore  i^^'ttiiiij;  well  pejiperctl  themselves, 
they  retreatecl  leisurely  to  their  (»1(1  ([uarters  in  the 
Fatshan  ereek.  We  discovered  that  their  ohjeel  in 
eomiuij;'  out  was  to  siidv  some  junks  loaded  with  stones 
on  tlic  bar,  and  thus  Mock  the  river  and  cut  us  off 
from  JIonu;-Konu;. 

The  Encounter  had  l)e"n  ordered  to  eonu'  down 
to  our  assistance;  Init  she  mana,u;ed  to  i;et  ashore, 
and  was  of  no  use  whatever,  a  most  iinlortunate 
mislia[),  t(t  say  the  least  of  it,  as  she  miuht  have 
jLriveii  a  n'ood  account  (»!'  a  numher  of  the  junks. 
As  soon  us  the  action  was  over,  I  went  aboard  the 
Coronuunh'l  to  see  the  last  of  my  poor  shipmate, 
whose  hndy  had  heen  sent  to  that  vessel.  I  found 
him  lyin_u' in  a  cot,  his  countenance  cpiite  composed, 
and  he  looked  as  if  he  were  asleep,  'i'he  siiot  ap- 
peared t(»  liave  nra/eil  his  chest,  and  a  piece  of 
iron  had  piei-eed  his  lun^s.  I  cut  otl"  a  lock  (»f  his 
hair  and  kissed  the  cold  forelu'ad,  and  havinjjj 
reverently  covered  the  remains  with  the  union- 
jack,  returned  sadly  in  my  l»oat  to  Canton.  Tin; 
ne.\t  day  the  Itody  was  sent  <lown  to  ili)nL;-Konir 
to     he     laid    alongside    others    of    his    shipmates    i 
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'I'he  mornin.i;'  aftei'  poor  youn<«'  Pearn's  death  I 
was  husy  ('leaning;  out  my  boat  in  the  camher,  when 
the  Admiral  and  ('a[»tain  Hall  eanu'  by:  tiiey 
wished  me  i^'ood  niornini;',  and  asked  particularly 
after  the  action  of  the  [»revious  day,  and  es[tecially 
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the  whole  story:  liow  tlie  coxswain  and  those  wlio 
worked  the  giui  witli  nie  li.id  nol>ly  supported  nie, 
;iiid  how  the  others  liad  disiiiMced  themselves.  The 
enptaiii  was  so  iiidiuii.iiit  th;it  he  seize(l  one  ni.in 
— the  one  who  threw  his  oar  overl)oard — hy  tlie 
throat,  and  deehired  he  wouM  li;in<;-  him  at  tlie 
('al(;utta's  yard-arm.  To  make  a  short  story  of  it, 
they  were  disnited  on  the  sjiot  and  the  others 
])romoted,  and  I  was  sent  down  the  river  to  the 
Calcutta  to  ciioose  another  crew  and  return  as  sdoii 
as  possilije. 

The  ship  was  \y\n<j^  at  the  l)n<j;ue  Forts,  so  thither 
we  went,  and  I  was  not  long  in  picking  up  a  new 
crew,  as  the  wJnde  ship's  eompany  volunteered. 
In  forty-eight  hours  I  was  hack  again,  tracking  the 
boat  aloni"'  the  haidv  and  shootinii;  in  the  ptiddv- 
fields  alireast  of  her.  An  amusing  thing  occurred 
on  this  trij) :  two  of  the  boat's  crew  could  not 
agree,  and  as  they  kept  on  s(pial)l)ling,  I  lande(l 
them  in  a  p;iddy-field  to  l.igiit  it  out.  A  ring  was 
fornu'd,  and  ni\'  eoxswain  and  the  gunner's  mate 
atteiidcfl  to  see  fair  play.  After  a  few  rounds,  one 
of  vhe  combatants  measured  his  length  in  the  mud  : 
the}'  then  shook  hands,  an<l  were  the  best  of  friends 
ever  afterwards. 
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(  ►n  .laiiuaiy  8,  1857,  tlic  C;il('ittr;i  rotunuMl  to 
JIi)1il;-K(Hii;',  and  (.'aptaiii  Hall  wciil  down  to  take 
cliariic  of  her.  It  was  also  decided  to  evacuate 
our  position  before  (  autnu,  as  we  had  no  force 
to  maintain  it,  no)'  nhjeet  in  doiiie-  so,  especnally 
as  several  i;unl)oats  were  on  their  way  out 
from  l']ni;land,  and  on  their  ai'rival  we  could  re- 
sume o}ierutions.  Accin'din^ly,  we  cleared  out  of 
the  Factories  and  the  Dutch-folly  Fort,  aud  estab- 
lished ourselves  in  the  Bird's-nest  Fort;  hut  as 
this  fort  was  unprotected  from  the  rear,  and  wc 
should  he  exposed  to  attacks  from  that  (piarter,  we 
fell  hack  on  the  Macao  Fort,  where  we  remaine(l 
till  the  23rd,  when  we  uU  returned  to  Ilon^-Knnu;. 
I  was  not  sorry  to  get  hack  to  the  ship  after  being 
in  my  boat  for  ninety  days. 

Soon  after  our  return  the  captain  sent  for  me, 
and  after  some  complimentary  remarks,  which  it 
is  not  necessary  to  rei)eat,  he  told  me  that  there 
was  a  rumour  that  a  night  attack  was  intended  on 
llonu'-Kong  by  a  lieet  of  mandarin  iunks,  and  that 
it  was  considered  advisable  to  have  a  guard  during 
the    night,   and    that    he  should   give   me   the   com- 


I 


w 


it 


J  U 


j 
i 

i 

i 

1; 
1 , 

R 

*^\* 


#  v.,  t^. 


rMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


// 


// 


i< 


1.0 


I.I 


1.25 


If  liM  Ilia 

t    1^    12.0 


U    IIIIII.6 


^^JV"?' 


7 


Photographic 

Sciences 
Corporation 


23  W>Sr  .V.5ir{  STREET 

SV^B  iTklR,  NY.  14380 

(716)  872-4503 


V 


rn>^ 


\\ 


^•^  ** 


#» 
<* 


^  ^   ^.      ^^ 


i 


BBi 


Bi 


v^  ..%^     MP 


^    .  "^j> 


cS\ 


70 


EVACUATION    OF   CANTON. 


I  ;• 


mancl  of  a  small  paddle-wheel  steamer  called  the 
Eaglet  to  criiise  about  the  harbour.  The  Eaglet, 
temporarily  commissioned  for  this  purpose,  was 
an  old  craft  mounting  nine  guns — viz.,  one  long 
18-pounder  on  a  swivel  on  the  forecastle,  and  two 
9-pounders,  four  G-pounders,  and  two  3-pounders 
on  her  broadsirle  ;  the  total  weight  of  her  broad- 
side beino-  42  lb.,  the  swivel  firino-  on  either  side. 
Her  speed  was  about  5  knots.  However,  as  a  mid- 
shipman eighteen  years  of  age,  I  was  as  proud  of 
my  first  command  as  though  she  were  a  frigate  I 
I  had  a  boat's  crew  and  a  cutter  from  the  flagship 
with  me.  jNly  orders  were  to  weigh  every  evening 
at  sunset,  cruise  about  the  harbour  all  night,  and 
return  to  the  Calcutta  to  report  myself  at  day- 
light. I  was  to  prevent  any  junks  from  entering 
the  harbour  durino-  the  nioht,  and  an  exciting 
time  we  had  —  boarding  junks  which  hung  about 
the  entrance  in  the  early  mornino;  wrvitino;  for 
the  sea-breeze  to  come  into  harbour.  These  craft 
usually  turned  out  to  be  trading  vessels,  bringing 
fowls,  fruit,  and  vegetables  for  the  Hong  -  Kong- 
market,  but  we  could  never  tell  for  certain  till  we 
o;ot  alonoside. 

One  suspicious  craft  we  boarded  had  two  32- 
pounder  carronades  mounted  on  board,  marked  with 
the  broad  -  arrow,  proving  they  were  English,  of 
which  they  could  give  no  satisfactory  accou'it :  they 
had  undoubtedly  been  stolen,  and  she  was  probably 
a  pirate,  so  we  gave  them  the  benefit  of  the  doubt ! 
Having  hitched  all  the  crew  by  their  tails  to  the 
rigging,  hoisted  out  the  carronades,  which  I  sold 
for  the  benefit  of  my  crew,  I  sent  the  craft  adrift ! 

One  morning  we  really  thought  we  were  in  for 
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a  fight.  Just  as  day  was  breaking  we  made  out 
a  large  fleet  of  junks  bearing  down  to  the  harbour 
by  the  western  passage.  They  loomed  large  in  the 
morning  mist,  and  we  made  sure  they  were 
mandarin  junks  ;  so  we  cleared  for  action  and 
stood  towards  them,  when,  to  our  disgust,  tliey 
proved  to  be  peaceable  traders. 

I  spent  a  very  pleasant  six  W'leks  on  l)oard  the 
Eaglet,  and,  al)surd  as  it  may  seem,  the  projected 
attack  on  Hong-Kong  was  al)and()nod  on  account 
of  the  "fire-ship"  which  kept  guard  during  the 
night.  This  we  gathered  from  some  despatches 
which  fell  into  our  hands,  too-ether  with  some  most 
amusing  and  vainglorious  instructions  for  destroy- 
ing our  ships,  issued  by  one  of  the  mandarins, 
Lin-Tsih-Sen,  Governor -General  of  Two-Kwang, 
the  translation  of  which  I  give  presentl}' ;  but 
before  doing  so  it  may  be  as  well  to  mention  the 
marks  distiuojuishino;  the  different  deorees  of  rank 
belontrino'  to  the  order  of  mandarin  in  the  Chinese 


service 


There  are  altogether  nine  grades,  their  rank  being 
distinguished  by  different  -  coloured  buttons  worn 
on  the  cap.  The  highest  rank  is  a  red  button, 
only  worn  by  nobles ;  second  grade,  red  flowered 
gem ;  third  grade,  light-blue  stone ;  fourth,  dark- 
blue  stone  ;  fifth,  light  crystal;  sixth,  opaque,  white; 
seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth,  gold  buttons.  A  pea- 
cock's feather  is  sometimes  worn  in  the  cap,  an 
honour  similar  to  a  decoration.  The  feather  is 
inserted  in  a  hollow  tul)e  of  green  jade-stone. 

But  to  return.  The  proclamation  is  entitled, 
"  Seven  General  Rules  for  the  Extermination  of 
the   Barbarian   Forces." 
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1.  Although  the  barbarian  war-vessels  are  so  many  tens 
of  feet  long,  you  must  not  look  at  their  length ;  although 
they  have  so  many  guns,  you  must  not  be  afraid  of  tlie 
number  or  size  of  tiiese.  For  as  the  barbarian  guns  are 
all  in  the  sides  of  their  vessels,  our  forces  have  only  to  attack 
them  at  the  prow  and  stern.  Suppose  the  ship  stands  with 
its  prow  to  the  south,  if  the  wind  is  north,  attack  the  stern ; 
if  the  wind  is  south,  attack  the  prow.  If  the  prow  stands 
east,  and  tlie  wind  is  east,  attack  the  prow  ;  but  if  the  wind 
is  west,  attack  the  stern  (!). 

Taking  advantage  of  the  wind  and  avoiding  the  fire  from 
the  guns,  the  character  of  the  tide  must  also  be  considered ; 
proceeding  with  the  tide,  victory  is  certain. 

The  largest  of  the  barbarian  ships  draw  upwards  of  20 
feet  of  water,  the  smallest  draw  above  10 ;  but  our  ships 
only  draw  a  few  feet,  so  that  taking  a  wide  circuit,  they  can 
always  secure  the  wind  in  their  favour.  In  attacking  the 
prow,  the  figurehead  must  be  first  fired  at ;  in  attacking  the 
stern,  the  cabin  must  be  first  aimed  at.  The  stern  cabin  has 
glass  windows,  it  being  occupied  by  the  iiighest  officer  on 
board ;  the  powder  magazine  and  appendages  are  also  in  the 
same  part  of  the  ship,  and  a  continuous  cannonade  is  sure  to 
effect  an  opening,  when  the  powder  will  explode.  Although 
the  rudder  is  cased  with  copper,  yet  it  is  cast  copper,  and 
may  be  broken  with  cannon-balls. 

When  tlie  figurehead  is  broken  off  and  the  rudder  broken, 
there  is  no  means  of  controlling  the  ship ;  and  while  there 
are  an  extraordinary  number  of  hands  engaged  with  the 
sails  fore  and  aft,  a  few  rounds  from  our  guns  will  send 
them  dropping  into  the  sea,  when,  the  ship  being  short  of 
men,  it  will  not  be  able  to  move,  and  the  large  guns  will 
thus  fall  into  our  possession. 

2.  In  approaching  the  prow  or  stern  of  a  barbarian  ship, 
our  vessels  must  divide  into  two  squadrons  right  and  left, 
and  advance  in  the  form  of  the  wings  of  a  goose,  in  an 
oblique  direction,  closing  up  in  front  and  opening  out  be- 
hind :  in  this  manner  a  great  many  ships  may  be  assembled 
without  the  risk  of  firing  into  our  own  fleet.     Suppose  the 
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prow  of  a  barbarian  sliip  stands  east,  our  ships,  taking 
advantage  of  a  west  wind,  will  attack  it  aft ;  on  nearing  the 
starboard  side,  our  ships  must  stand  towards  the  south-cfist ; 
on  nearing  the  larboard  side,  our  ships  must  stand  towards 
the  north-east.  Thus,  all  taking  an  oblique  position,  the  fire 
from  our  guns  will  unavoidably  strike  the  barbarian  ship  and 
will  not  touch  our  own  vessels.  Tiie  same  principle  may  be 
applied  to  other  positions.  This  all  depends  on  the  elHci- 
ency  of  the  helmsman  in  liandling  the  rudder.  Let  those 
who  are  expert  and  active  be  rewarded  several  fold  ;  and 
when  money,  watches,  cloth,  or  other  articles  are  captured 
on  board  the  barbarian  ships,  let  a  double  portion  be  given  to 
the  helmsman.  But  if  at  the  given  time  they  mistake  their 
business,  omitting  to  advance  when  they  ought  to  advance, 
or  neglecting  to  turn  when  they  ought  to  turn,  then  let  the 
helmsmen  be  decapitated  as  a  warning  to  the  fleet. 

3.  On  getting  within  cannot-shot  reach,  begin  to  open  fire 
with  the  cannons ;  coming  within  musket-reach,  commence 
the  attack  with  muskets,  approaching  till  rockets  and  stink- 
pots are  available.  These  may  be  used  without  restriction, 
the  more  the  better ;  but  care  must  be  taken  that  they  reach 
the  barbarian  ships,  it  being  most  important  that  they  should 
not  fall  amongst  our  own.  The  following  is  the  method  for 
casting  stink-pots  from  the  mast-head  : — 

Let  two  men  be  selected  wearing  bamboo  helmets,  with  a 
small  rattan  shield  on  the  breast,  tied  on  with  a  cord  at  the 
back,  having  a  double  sword  at  the  waist  and  the  matches 
also  attached.  One  man  ascends  the  foremast,  and  one  the 
mizzen-mast,  all  going  to  the  very  top  and  remaining  on  the 
highest  yard.  Two  men  stand  at  the  foot  of  each  mast  and 
haul  up  the  baskets  containing  the  stink-pots  by  means  of  a 
pulley.  Each  basket  contains  ten  or  more  stink-pots,  and 
every  pot  has  4-pounder  rolls  enclosed  in  cotton  cases. 
These  being  drawn  up  briskly,  the  men  at  the  mast-head  then 
apply  the  matches,  when  they  are  instantaneously  discharged. 
When  one  basket  is  emptieJ,  another  is  hauled  up,  so  as  to 
keep  up  an  uninterrupted  delivery  on  board  the  barbarian 
ship,     The  attack  being  thus  unremitting,  the  barbarian  ship 
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will  to  a  certainty  l^o  set  on  fire,  if  it  is  not  reduced  to 
ashes ;  yet  when  the  fire  is  raging  the  barbarians  will 
assuredly  seek  to  move  off,  and  our  men  can  embrace  the 
opportunity  to  board  tliem. 

Having  boarded  the  ship,  our  stink-pots  and  rockets  may 
cease,  as  they  will  then  be  of  no  use. 

4.  When  our  men  board  a  ship,  they  must  immediately 
put  to  the  sword  every  barbarian  they  meet,  and  leave  their 
heads  to  be  counted  afterwards,  for  there  ought  not  to  be  an 
urgency  in  presenting  the  heads  to  the  neglect  of  more 
important  business.  Having  decapitated  the  oarbarians, 
the  next  matter  of  greatest  importance  respects  the  wheel 
and  rudder  bands,  the  stays,  ropes,  and  lines :  let  all  these 
be  cut,  and  the  ship  is  ours — there  need  be  no  anxiety 
with  respect  to  the  money  or  goods  on  board.  When  a 
barbarian  ship  is  captured,  those  who  board  it  must  make  an 
equital)le  distribution  of  the  money  and  goods,  awarding 
the  additional  prize-money  where  due ;  but  those  who  first 
enter  the  ship  are  by  no  means  allowed  to  begin  plunder- 
ing, and  so  neglect  the  more  important  work  of  slaying 
the  thieves.  Those  wlio  disobey  will  be  visited  with  the 
rigour  of  military  law. 

5.  Our  vessels  advancing  obliquely  to  attack  the  barbarian 
ships  at  the  stem  and  stern,  let  gun- vessels  be  placed  opposite 
the  four  corners,  at  most  not  niore  than  four  to  each  corner 
— if  large  ones,  three  will  be  sufficient — and  let  there  be  a 
simultaneous  attack  at  the  four  corners. 

As  there  will  be  only  twelve  or  fifteen  vessels  thus  en- 
gaged in  the  attack  on  one  barbarian  ship,  and  as  there  will 
be  many  more  vessels  at  disposal,  they  may  separate  and 
attack  other  ships ;  they  must  not  crowd  up  in  one  place, 
giving  rise  to  disorder  and  confusion.  If  occasion  requires 
a  conjoint  attack  by  a  great  number  of  vessels,  attention 
must  be  paid  to  the  orders  of  the  officer  in  command. 
When  the  drum  beats  a  heavy  roll,  and  the  red  fiag  is 
hoisted  as  a  summons,  the  vessels  must  assemble  for  a 
combined  attack.  U  it  happens  that  the  foremost  com- 
pany of  vessels   are   long  engaged   in  the   oblique  attack 
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without  apparent  success,  they  should  rest  for  a  little  and 
let  the  hinder  company  close  up  obliquely ;  but  these 
changes  must  be  always  in  obc'dience  to  tlu:  orders  of  the 
commanding  ofhcer:  let  none  act  on  their  own  responsi- 
bility.    Decapitation  is  the  penalty  of  disobedience. 

6.  Let  thirty  small  boats  be  obtained,  on  which  place  a 
quantity  of  hay,  rosin,  and  coarse  hemp  soaked  in  oil,  with 
from  a  tenth  to  a  fifth  part  of  the  same  amount  of  gun- 
powder, all  bound  together  with  straw  ropes  and  covered 
with  a  rush  mat.  Let  one  or  two  small  chains  about  5 
feet  long  be  placed  at  the  stem  and  stern  ends  of  the  boat, 
one  end  fastened  by  an  iron  ring  and  a  large  iron  nail  7 
or  8  inches  long  fixed  to  the  other  end  with  a  very  sharp 
point.  Let  two  iron  hannners  be  placed  on  the  boat,  and 
let  three  or  four  expert  swimmers,  with  half  their  l)odies 
under  water  and  half  leaning  against  the  sides  of  the  boat, 
act  as  oars  in  propelling  it :  the  deeper  they  are  in  the 
water  the  better,  that  so  the  barbarian  guns  may  not 
reach  them. 

Having  drawn  close  up  to  the  barbarian  vessel,  either  in 
the  stem,  stern,  or  sides,  they  can  drive  in  the  nail  securely. 
fasten  the  fire-boat  to  the  barbarian  ship,  set  tire  to  tin- 
combustibles,  and  then  diving  under  water  make  theii 
escape. 

The  very  largest  barbarian  ship,  with  ten  or  more  of  such 
fire-boats  nailed  to  and  burning  round  it,  will  infallibly  be 
consumed.  Now,  if  there  is  a  discharge  of  stink-pots  and 
rockets  amongst  the  riiiging  above,  and  our  gallant  braves 
ascend  the  masts  and  board  the  ship  midway,  while  the 
fire  is  raging  below,  the  barbarians  will  find  they  have  three 
tiers  of  adversaries,  and  while  attempting  to  defend  them- 
selves against  one  tier,  they  will  be  constrained  to  neglect 
the  other,  and  thus  deliver  their  heads  over  to  us. 

7.  Valour  and  courage  are  the  qualities  most  in  esteem 
for  the  defeat  of  the  enemy ;  for  when  valour  is  great  and 
courage  unbending,  victory  is  certain. 

On  the  present  occasion,  whoever  kills  a  white  barbai-ian 
will   be  rewarded   with   a   hundred   dollars,  and   half   the 
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amount  will  be  given  for  a  black  barbarian ;  for  taking  one 
alive,  extraordinary  rewards  will  be  conferred,  according  to 
the  rank  of  the  individual.  Thus  for  killing  ten  barbarians 
a  thousand  dolliirs  may  be  obtained;  for  killing  a  hundred 
barbarians  ten  thousand  dollars  ;  for  a  greater  number  an 
official  appointment  will  be  granted  besides.  What  a 
happy  prospect !  .Vny  one  who  falls  in  the  contest  will 
receive  a  reward  of  two  hundred  dollars,  that  so  all  who 
show  their  bravery  at  the  risk  Oi  their  lives  may  establish 
their  nuM'it  and  be  duly  recompensed.  Should  any  with- 
draw during  the  contest,  their  heads  will  be  instantly 
taken  oft'  and  suspended  on  poles  as  a  warning  to  all ! 


1 
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So  ends  this  precious  document.  It  would  appear 
from  it  that  a  good  many  Chinamen's  heads  ought 
to  have  been  "  suspended  on  poles,"  as,  from  our 
experience,  their  invariable  practice  was  to  "  with- 
draw during  the  contest "  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 
Not  l)ut  what  the  Chinaman  is  a  brave  man  if 
])roperly  led,  which  he  never  was,  the  mandarins 
having  invariably  a  pressing  engagement  elsewhere 
when  the  fight  was  at  its  height ;  so  the  poor 
.soldiers  followed  their  example,  and  I  believe  that 
those  of  any  other  nation  would  do  the  same  if 
their  officers  were  the  first  to  Hy. 

In  February  two  fine  brigs,  the  Elk  and  Camilla, 
arrived  from  England :  the  latter  was  subsequently 
lost  with  all  hands  in  a  typhoon,  and  not  a  trace 
of  her  was  ever  found. 

On  !  Gth  Fel)ruary  information  \vas  received  of  the 
whereabouts  of  some  notorious  pirates  who  had  com- 
mitted various  outrages  along  the  coast,  so  H.M.S. 
Niger  and  the  East  India  Company's  steamer  Auck- 
land were  sent  after  them,  and  two  of  our  boats — 
my  old  pinnace  being   one — were   attached   to   the 


'  *  .  1 


I 


RETURN    TO    HONG-KONG. 


77 


expedition.  We  found  the  vagal)onds  easily'  enoiiijli, 
a  regular  nest  of  tlicm ;  bat  they  bolted  at  our 
approach,  lea  vino-  some  fine  junks  in  our  possession. 
We  shot  a  few  of  the  pirates  as  they  clamlx-red  up 
the  hills,  but  the  majority  eseaped  ;  so,  taking  the 
junks  in  tow,  we  returned  to  Hong-Kong. 

Soon  after  this,  news  reached  us  of  the  capture 
of  a  passenger  steamer  called  the  Queen,  and  the 
brutal  massacre  of  her  ])assengors  and  crew.  The 
(^ueen  was  on  a  voyage  from  IIong-Kong  to  Macao. 
Some  Chinese  soldiers,  disguised  as  ordinary  pass- 
engers, had  gone  on  board,  and  while  the  saloon 
passengers  were  down  below  at  luncheon,  these 
rascals  seized  the  arms,  which  had  most  foolishly 
been  left  on  deck,  and  fired  down  the  skylight, 
killing  every  soul  but  one,  a  gallant  fellow  named 
Cleverley,  who,  though  badly  wounded,  managed 
to  defend  himself  against  the  uanij;,  two  of  wliom 
he  shot,  and  then  escaped  by  jum])ing  out  of  the 
stern-port.  He  was  afterwards  picked  up  by  a 
lorcha  and  lived  to  tell  the  tale,  otherwise  we 
should  never  have  had  the  details  of  this  unfortu- 
nate affair. 

The  Chinese,  having  massacred  the  crew,  ran  the 
vessel  ashore  and  gutted  her,  taking  out  the  engines 
and  boilers.  The  latter  were  converted  into  "  infernal 
machines,"  filled  with  powder,  and  used  against  us. 

After  our  exciting  times  up  the  river,  existence 
at  Hong-Kong  was  very  monotonous  :  the  weather 
was  hot,  and  the  season  unhealthy,  and  many  of 
our  poor  fellows  died  of  dysentery  from  drinking 
bad  water.  For  a  long  time  1  had  to  go  to  the 
hospital  ship,  regularly  at  4  p.m.,  to  take  any  men 
who  had  died   in  the  night   and  bury  them  in  the 
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English  ('cnu'toiy  at  "Happy  Valley,"  the  portico 
of  which  bore  the  clieerful  iii.scri[)tion,  "  Ilodie  milii, 
eras  til)i"  (To-<lay  my  tiu'u,  to-morrow  thine).  This 
duty,  as  may  be  supposed,  w;is  not  a  pleasant  or  a 
very  healthy  one,  and  I  can't  say  I  hankered  after 
it.  One  afternoon  J  had  just  shoved  oft*  from  the 
hospital  ship  with  my  ghastly  cargo,  the  boat  piled 
up  with  cotHns,  on  the  top  of  which  I  sat  smoking 
a  big  cheroot  (a  very  necessary  precaution),  when 
the  doctor  hailed  me  to  say  that  one  of  the  men 
was  a  Roman  Catholic,  but  he  did  not  say  which  ; 
so,  taking  a  piece  of  chalk,  I  marked  the  coftin  on 
which  I  was  sittinii;  with  a  cross.  Arrivinu'  at 
Happy  Valley,  we  were  met  by  the  two  parsons — 
one  Church  of  England,  the  other  Roman  Catholic. 
The  man  marked  with  an  X  was  buried  in  accord- 
ance with  the  rites  of  the  Konian  Catholic  Church, 
and  I  apprehended  it  did  not  make  much  difference 
to  the  poor  fellow  mostly  concerned. 

Apropos  of  this  scene,  I  accompanied  the  Roman 
Catholic  cottin  to  the  burial-o-round  w4th  the  blue- 
jackets  carrying  the  remaiiis.  The  last  rites  \vere 
beine:  observed  with  due  reverence,  and  all  went 
\vell  till  the  priest  sprinkled  the  coffin  with  holy 
water,  when  I  heard  one  bluejacket  say  to  another, 
"What's  that.  Bill?"  "Why,"  said  the  other, 
"  samshu,  of  course ! "  (samshu  being  a  fiery  spirit 
made  from  rice).  'Hi is  was  too  much  for  me,  and 
I  collapsed,  much  to  m}'  shame  and  ..egret ;  but  I 
reall}^  could  not  help  it — it  was  too  comical.  I 
sincerely  hope  the  good  priest  did  not  notice  it,  but 
that  if  he  did  he  attributed  my  emotion  to  a 
different  cause,  and  not  from  any  want  of  respect 
to  his  office  or  the  solemn  occasion. 
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Besides  the  cemetciy,  IIii])}ty  Valley  contained  a 
racecourse,  which,  from  its  hcautiful  situation,  was 
a  favourable  place  for  picnics,  and  many  a  jovial 
party  assembled  there. 

We  also  o-ot  a  little  shooting  on  the  maiidand 
opposite  IIong-Kong,  a  place  called  Kowloon,  where 
barracks  and  storehouses  and  docks  are  now  estab- 
lished. But  in  those  days  there  was  nothing  but 
rice-grounds,  with  a  village  sonu^  miles  inland,  in- 
habited l)y  a  gang  of  most  treacherous  scoundrels. 

These  rice-grounds — or  })addy-fiel(ls,  as  tiiey  are 
called — ^used  to  be  my  favourite  resort,  and  I  have 
reason  to  rcnieml)er  them,  for  on  two  occasions  I 
had  a  narrow  escape  there.  The  first  time  was 
when  1  was  sniiie-shooting  alone.  I  uot  bou'o-ed, 
and  sank  to  my  arm-pits,  and  there  renniined  <|uite 
heli)less.  Whilst  in  this  position,  a  water-butfalo 
s})otted  me  and  charged.  1  had  my  arms  free,  and 
gave  the  brute  a  charge  of  snipe-slujt  in  the  face 
at  five  yards  :  this  shnved  him  round,  and  the  second 
barrel,  under  the  tail,  quickened  his  movements. 
After  a  time  I  got  out. 

The  second  adventure  was  more  serious.  As  I 
had  never  been  molested,  I  had  grown  careless,  and 
havino;  wandered  far  inland,  found  mvself  near  to 
the  village.  The  day  being  hot,  I  sat  down  on 
the  top  of  a  hill  to  smoke  and  enjoy  the  breeze, 
but  keeping  my  eyes  open,  when  something  flash- 
ing in  the  sun  attracted  my  attention.  I  soon 
made  this  out  to  be  a  spear-head  moving  below 
me ;  this  was  followed  by  another,  and  then  the 
bearers  of  them  came  in  sight.  There  were  seven 
of  them,  all  armed.  It  struck  me  at  once  that 
they  were  stalking  me,  and  were  working  round  so 
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iiH  to  cut  oil"  my  retreat  from  the  IxKit,  wliidi  I 
liad  left  four  miles  off  with  orders  to  await  luy 
return  in  the  eveniiiu;.  Takini;'  in  tlie  .situation, 
I  drew  the  .shot  from  the  barrels  of  my  gun  and 
.substituted  hall,  and  then  slojx'd  ([uietly  down  the 
hill.  The  Chinamen,  .seeing  my  taeties,  immediately 
g.ive  ehase.  jNly  head  was  worth  500  dollars  to 
them,  and  much  more  to  me :  no  doul)t  this  fact 
did  not  retard  me.  jMoreover,  1  was  young  and  in 
s|)Iendid  condition.  I  noticed  that  one  at  least  of 
the  |»arty  carried  firearms,  so  tightening  up  my 
l)elt,  1  tlew  along  with  the  seven  .scoundrels  in  full 
cry  astern. 

Looking  over  my  .shoulder,  I  soon  found  that 
I  had  the  heels  of  them,  except  one  fellow  who 
kept  about  the  same  distaiu^e,  and  he  carried  an 
enormou.sly  long  matchlock,  or  gingall,  as  it  is 
called  in  China.  These  weapons  are  usually  loaded 
with  a  handful  of  slugs,  and  scatter  over  a  laroe 
area  at  100  yards.  1  made  up  my  mind  to  shoot 
this  fellow  if  he  gained  on  me  ;  but  I  could  not 
ali'ord  to  lose  time,  unless  he  came  dangerou.sly 
close,  as  I  should  have  been  unaltle  to  load  my 
muzzle-loade  \  He  stojtped  twice  to  draw  a  bead 
on  me,  bu'  did  not  fire,  and  I  gained  some  yards. 
Presently  1  came  to  a  river,  which  took  me  up  to 
my  arm-pits  and  lost  me  some  time,  enabling  my 
pursuers  to  gain  somewhat ;  but  once  on  the  other 
bank,  I  bounded  along  as  fresh  as  ever.  On  topping 
a  hill,  1  saw  my  boat,  but  at  anchor  a  long  way 
from  the  shore.  Yelling  out  at  the  top  of  my 
voice,  I  was  rejoiced  to  see  that  iVmoy,  our  faith- 
ful Chinese  boatman,  had  observed  me,  and  began 
weighing  his  anchor ;  but,  to  my  dismay,  he  pulled 
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in  for  the  .shore  in  my  direction.  Had  he  con- 
tinued liis  course  I  must  have  been  ca})tured,  as 
they  wouhl  have  l)een  down  on  the  beach  before 
the  l)oat  readied  it,  so  I  waved  to  Amoy  to  pull 
to  a  point  of  land  farther  off.  At  this  moment 
my  pursuers  were  in  full  sight  streaming  down 
the  hill.  1  was  l)etween  the  devil  and  the  deep 
sea. 

Amoy,  now  understanding  the  situation,  altered 
his  course,  so  that  we  should  reach  a  given  spot 
together.  I  got  there  a  little  before  the  boat, 
plunged  into  tlie  water,  and  was  hauled  on  board 
just  as  the  Chinamen  reached  the  l)ea'i  They 
shouted  out  something  to  Amoy.  "  WiiaJ:  do  they 
say?"  I  inquired.  "They  say,  *  Sui  ^josc  I  bring 
3'ou  ashore  they  give  me  500  dollars,' "  and  he 
addeJ,  "Suppose  I  bring  you  ashore  they  cut  off 
vour  head,  and  mine  too."  In  reply  I  fired  both 
barrels  over  their  heads,  and  hoisting  our  sail,  we 
soon  put  a  safe  distance  between   us. 

I  have  often  wondered  since  why  I  did  not 
shoot  a  couple  of  the  scoundrels,  as  I  could  easily 
have  done ;  but  I  was  thankful  for  my  escape,  and. 
could  afford  to  be  generous.  I  kept  this  adventure 
quiet,  as  we  should  have  certainly  been  barred 
from  landing  again  on  that  side,  and  it  was  our 
best  snipe-ground ;  but  I  told  one  of  my  messmates 
about  it,  Lieutenant  the  lion.  J.  B.  Vivian,  and 
we  arranged  to  pay  that  village  a  visit.  8o  one 
day,  having  armed  ourselves  with  revolvers,  we 
went  there,  and  by  way  of  commencement  w^e  sliot 
several  of  their  tame  ducks.  The  villagers  turned 
out  and  surrounded  us,  and  things  began  to  look 
ugly.     One   of  the  men   laid  hands  on  J.  B.,  who 
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let  him  have  it  across  the  mouth  with  a  bunch  of 
ducks,  knocking  him  clown.  We  then  drew  our 
revolvers  and  threatened  to  shoot  any  who  ap- 
proached :  we  kept  them  off,  but  had  to  retreat, 
leaving  the  ducks. 

About  this  time  reinforcements  began  to  arrive 
from  England — the  Inflexible  paddle-wheel  sloop, 
with  the  Starling  gunboat  in  tow,  the  pioneer  of 
a  whole  fleet  of  these  useful  little  vessels,  which 
have  done  such  orood  service  since  in  China.  Some 
of  these  gunboats  were  commanded  by  oflicers  who 
have  since  risen  to  the  highest  rank  in  the  service, 
and  who,  happily,  still  adorn  it.  Others  are  no 
more.  There  was  one,  a  most  amusing  character, 
who  commanded  a  small  40-horse-power  gunboat. 
This  individual  stood  six  feet  in  his  stockings, 
and  could  not  stand  upright  in  his  cabin,  so  he 
used  to  perform  his  toilet  partly  on  deck  and 
partly  below,  his  body  being  in  the  cabin,  and  his 
head  through  the  skylight,  with  a  shaving-pot  and 
looking  -  glass  on  deck.  He  used  to  say  that, 
having  no  doctor  on  board,  he  mixed  the  medi- 
cines provided  in  a  chest  into  two  bottles,  ,?>.nd 
whenever  any  of  his  crew  happened  to  be  sick",  he 
drew  an  imaginary  line  across  the  man' ■'  stomach, 
and  according  as  the  pain  was  above  or  below 
that  line,  he  gave  him  a  dose  out  of  number  one 
or  number  two !  He  claimed  that  no  man  ever 
came  to  him  twice,  which  was  very  likely. 

One  Sunday  morning  in  April,  a  French  steamer, 
the  Catiiiat,  brought  news  of  the  total  loss  of 
H.jM.S.  Kalcigh,  a  fine  50-gun  frigate,  commanded 
by  Commodore  Harry  Keppel,  now  Admiral  of 
the  Fleet  Sir  H.  Keppel.      As  the  gallant  Admiral 
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has  given  us  an  account  of  his  adventures,  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  allude  further  to  this  dis- 
aster. The  Raleigh  was  beached  in  ^Nlacao  Roads, 
and  became  a  total  wreck ;  but  her  guns,  spars, 
&c.,  were  saved,  and  her  officers  and  crew  were 
distributed  amongst  the  squadron,  and  did  good 
service  in  the  subset juent  operations.  Sir  ^Michael 
Seymour's  command  having  been  further  augmented 
by  the  Fury  paddle-wheel  steam  sloop,  the  Higli- 
Hyer  corvette,  and  the  Tribune  frigate,  we  looked 
forward  to  the  prospect  of  another  brush  with  the 
Chinamen  in  the  Canton  river ;  and  towards  the 
end  of  ^lay  it  was  decided  to  attack  the  fleet  of 
mandarin  junks  assembled   in  Fatshan   Creek. 
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The  boat  action  of  Fatshan  Creek  is  justly  considered 
the  most  desperate  cutting  -  out  affair  of  the  China 
war,  and  it  is  reckoned  that  more  Englishmen  were 
killed  and  wounded  in  this  fight  than  fell  before  the 
walls  of  Acre. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  up  to  this  date  all  the 
operations  in  China  had  been  carried  out  by  open 
boats  propelled  by  oars,  but  now  we  were  reinforced 
by  a  ffeet  of  smart  little  gunboats,  commanded  by 
most  capable  officers,  eager  for  any  service. 

On  the  evening  of  j\Iay  28,  1857,  I  was  ordered  on 
board  the  Haughty  gunlioat.  Lieutenant  Vesey  Ham- 
ilton in  command,  with  my  pinnace  and  my  old  crew, 
and  away  we  went  up  the  river,  buoyant  with  the 
prospect  of  paying  off  old  scores  with  the  rascals  who . 
had  defied  us  so  long  and  given  us  a  dressino-  on  4tli 

O  CI?  o 

January.  Next  day  we  reached  the  rendezvous,  where 
we  found  several  small  craft  already  assembled.  Some 
of  the  boats  had  had  a  sharp  brush  with  a  batch  of 
mandarin  junks  a  day  or  two  previously  in  Escape 
Creek,  and  captured  several  of  them.  Fine  rakish- 
looking  craft,  armed  with  a  long  32-pounder  gun  in 
the  bows  and  several  smaller  ones  on  the  broadside, 
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they  drew  but  three  feet  of  water,  and  N^^ere  thus 
well  adapted  to  navigate  in  shallow  waters. 

On  31st  May  our  force  was  all  complete.  Sir 
Michael  Seymour's  flag  was  flying  on  board  the  Coro- 
mandel,  tender  to  the  flagship ;  a  party  of  marines 
who  were  told  off"  to  carry  a  fort  at  the  entrance  of 
the  creek  were  also  on  board  this  vessel.  Besides  the 
Coromandel,  we  had  the  Haughty  and  Plover  gun- 
boats, tlie  hired  steamers  Hong-Kong  and  Sir  Charles 
Forljes,  and  all  the  available  boats  of  the  squadron. 

The  enemy's  force  consisted  of  one  hundred  heavily 
armed  junks,  the  pride  of  the  imperial  navy.  Eighty 
of  these  were  moored  some  three  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  the  creek,  commanding  an  almost  impreg- 
nable position,  their  broadsides  bearing  on  the  only 
direction  from  which  they  could  be  attacked ;  the 
remaining  twenty  were  moored  about  four  miles 
farther  up  the  creek,  with  their  guns  concentrated  on 
a  narrow  passage  and  a  bar,  which  the  boats  would 
have  to  cross  to  get  at  them.  The  junks  presented  a 
picturesque  and  formidable  ap]  earance,  with  banners 
and  streamers  flying,  guns  run  out  on  one  side,  and 
boarding  nettings  triced  up  ready  to  drop  on  us  when 
we  got  alongside,  so  as  to  spear  us  when  entangled  in 
the  meshes.  All  had  stink-pots  at  the  mast-heads, 
and  it  was  evident  that  they  were  prepared  to  give 
us  a  warm  reception,  and  were  confident  of  success. 
And  well  they  might  be  ;  for,  owing  to  the  shoalness 
of  the  water,  not  one  of  the  gunboats  could  get  to 
close  quarters,  so  that  the  brunt  of  the  action  would 
fall  as  usual  upon  the  row-boats.  In  fcict,  as  it  turned 
out,  the  junks  were  lying  on  the  mud  at  low  water, 
but  this  we  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  at  the 
time. 
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On  the  night  of  the  31st  May  all  our  preparations 
were  complete,  and  we  lay  down  to  get  a  few  hours' 
rest,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  action  at  daylight. 

An  old  messmate  of  mine  in  the  Rodney,  a  mid- 
shiimian  named  Harry  Barker,  had  just  arrived  on 
the  station  in  the  Tribune,  and  was  now  about  to  be 
initiated  to  Chinese  warfare  for  the  first  time.  We 
yarned  about  old  times  till  near  midnight,  when  I 
wished  him  cjood  nifjht.  I  never  saw  him  aQ;ain.  A 
few  hours  later  he  was  on  his  way  to  Hong-Kong 
with  a  grape-shot  through  his  lungs,  from  which  he 
died. 

My  orders  were  to  lie  alongside  the  Plover  for  the 
night,  as  she  was  to  tow  us  into  action  in  the  morn- 
ing. At  3  A.M.  we  roused  out  and  had  a  basin  of 
ship's  cocoa  and  a  biscuit,  and  by  daylight  we  were 
ready.  The  morning  of  the  glorious  1st  June — happy 
anniversary  of  Lord  Howe's  action,  and  also  of  that 
of  the  Shannon  and  the  Chesapeake — broke  fine  and 
warm,  the  sun  shining  in  a  cloudless  sky.  The  Coro- 
mandel,  with  the  Admiral  on  board,  was  already 
under  weigh,  leading  into  action,  towing  the  boats 
with  the  marines  who  formed  the  storming -party  : 
she  took  the  passage  between  Hyacinth  Island  and 
the  mainland. 

The  Admiral's  last  orders  were,  that  no  one  was  to 
weigh  anchor  till  the  Coroi.iundel  was  well  up  with 
the  fort,  so  we  waited  till  she  was  abreast  of  Hyacinth 
Island  and  already  engaged  with  the  fort. 

The  next  to  weigh  was  the  Hong-Kong,  fiying  the 
broad  pendant  of  Commodore  Keppel,  closely  followed 
by  the  Haughty  and  Plover,  with  the  boats  towing 
alongside. 

Passing  the  Coromandel  aground,  the  gunboats  took 
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the  right-hand  passage  and  stood  towards  the  junks, 
which  at  once  opened  fire,  the  compliment  1)eing 
returned  by  the  gunboats.  Presentl}^  to  the  disgust 
of  the  gallant  commanders  of  those  vessels,  the  o;un- 
boats,  with  the  exception  of  the  Haughty,  grounded  ; 
so  now  came  our  turn.  The  boats  shoved  off,  and 
with  a  rattling  cheer  made  a  dash  for  the  junks  under 
a  terrific  fire  of  round-shot,  grape,  canister,  scrap-iron, 
and  bags  of  nails.  Fortunately  for  us,  the  space  to  be 
traversed  was  only  a  few  hundred  yards,  otherwise 
not  a  soul  could  have  lived  throuQ;h  it.  As  it  was, 
every  boat  was  struck  in  several  places,  and  many  a 
poor  fellow  lost  the  number  of  his  mess  in  those  few 
minutes.  The  water  was  ploughed  up  by  the  storui 
of  shot,  and  the  air  whistled  with  the  hail  of  grape 
and  canister.  However,  before  the  Chinamen  could 
reload  we  were  alongside.  Without  waiting  to  drop 
the  netting  and  spear  us  like  eels  in  the  meshes,  they 
jumped  overboard  on  one  side  as  we  claml)ercd  up  on 
the  other,  and  the  first  lot  of  eighty  junks  was  ours. 
Meanwhile  the  marines  had  done  their  work  in  gallant 
style,  and  captured  the  fort  without  any  serious 
opposition. 

But  our  work  w\as  by  no  means  accomplished :  the 
remainder  of  the  fleet,  numbering  twenty  junks,  were 
still  to  be  accounted  for,  so  having  set  fire  to  the  first 
lot  of  junks,  Keppel  called  out  to  the  boats  to  follow 
him, 'and  all  who  heard  him  responded  to  the  call, 
the  boats  of  the  Calcutta  beino*  well  to  the  fore. 

Leading  the  way  in  his  galley,  the  gallant  com- 
modore made  straight  for  the  junks,  the  heavy  boom- 
boats  following  as  fast  as  they  were  able.  All  went 
well  for  a  while,  as  we  rapidly  swept  tow\ards  the 
junks  without  a  shot  being  fired  on  either  side.     It 
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looked  as  if  we  were  going  to  have  a  walk  over.  We 
were  soon  to  be  undeceived. 

Wlien  within  about  400  yards  of  the  junks  the 
stream  became  forked,  the  low  laud  between  being 
an  island.  We  took  the  right-hand  brancli.  and  had 
not  gone  up  it  many  yards  when  the  boats  grounded. 
We  were  fairly  caught,  and  the  Chinamen  were  mas- 
ters of  the  situation.  The  junks  were  all  aground, 
and  knowing  that  our  boats  would  also  ijround  on 
the  bar,  they  laid  their  guns  for  the  spot,  and  as 
soon  as  they  saw  us  in  lifficulties,  opened  upon  us  a 
cciicentrated  fire.  The  tproar  was  awful,  and  loud 
above  the  din  could  be  heard  the  beating  gongs 
and  the  yells  of  the  Chinamen. 

Not  a  shot  could  we  return,  as  the  boats  got  broad- 
side on,  and  the  crews  v;3re  employed  in  trying  to 
shove  them  off  the  sandbank,  whilst  a  perfect  hail  of 
shot  poured  upon  us.  The  commodore's  galley  was 
cut  in  three  pieces,  and  every  boat  was  struck ;  men 
were  falling  fast ;  we  could  not  stay  where  we  were  ; 
to  advance  was  impossible,  there  was  nothing  to  do 
but  retreat.  Keppcl  gave  the  order  and  jumped  into 
the  Calcutta's  barge,  which  with  my  pinnace  was  close 
at  hand.  The  graphic  picture  of  this  event,  painted 
by  Mr  Brierley  from  description,  though  correct  in 
most  details,  is  misleading,  inasmuch  as  two  boats 
are  depicted  close  to  the  commodore's  galle}',  one 
flying  the  white  ensign,  the  other  the  blue,  which 
would  seem  to  imply  that  one  boat  was  the  Calcutta's, 
the  other  the  Raleigh's.  This  mistake  may  be  per- 
haps excused,  seeing  that  Brierley  was  not  present, 
and  he  would  naturally  wish  to  put  one  of  the 
Raleigh's  boats  well  to  the  fore,  the  picture  being 
painted  for  Sir  Henry  Keppel ;   but  as  a  matter  of 
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fact,  tlic  two  boats  almost  touchino-  tlie  commodore's 
galley  at  the  moment  were,  as  f  have  said,  the  Cal- 
cutta's barge,  with  rjieuteiiant  Ciilme-Seymour,  the 
Admiral's  nephew  (now  Admiral  Sir  Michael  Culme- 
Seymour),  in  charge,  and  my  pinnace,  under  Lieu- 
tenant AVinnyat,  I  being  forward  workitig  the  ijuu. 
Having  got  the  boats  afloat,  we  I'cluctantly  turned 
our  backs  to  the  enemy  and  retreated  down  the 
creek.  My  boat  was  badly  hulled  below  the  water- 
line  ;  a  round-shot  passed  through  both  sides,  smash- 
ing tiie  magazine,  but  fortunately  not  exploding  it, 
and  wounding  the  two  stroke-oarsmen  :  however, 
we  plugged  the  hole  with  a  bluejacket's  frock,  and 
finding  our  launch  in  a  sinking  state,  we  ran  along- 
side her  and  took  out  her  (;rew  and  her  gun.  Our 
boat  was  now  so  deeply  loaded  we  could  scarcely 
keep  her  afloat.  The  Chinamen  continued  to  pep]ier 
us  as  long  as  we  were  within  range,  one  shot  breaking 
all  the  oars  on  one  side  of  the  barge. 

Having  rested  alongside  of  the  gunboats  till  the 
tide  rose,  we  again  shoved  off  and  resumed  the 
attack.  There  was  no  hitch  this  time  :  we  passed 
the  bar  all  right,  and  with  a  cheer  dashed  at  the 
junks.  My  old  boat  could  hardly  keep  up,  so  deep 
was  she  in  the  water,  and  leaking  like  a  basket ;  but 
we  staggered  on,  firing  our  12-pounder  brass  howitzer 
into  the  Ijrown  of  them.  The  Chinamen  knew  now 
that  the  game  was  up,  and  firing  their  last  broadside 
as  we  closed  on  them,  they  deserted  the  junks  and 
escaped  across  the  paddy-fields. 

Taking  possession  of  the  junks,  we  pushed  on  to 
the  city  of  Fatshan,  where  we  piped  to  dinner ;  for 
although  it  was  only  9  a.m.,  we  had  been  hard  at  it 
since  sunrise,  and  stood  in  need  of  refreshment.    The 
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junks  meanwhile  liad  l)een  set  on  fire,  anti  made  a 
fine  spectacle  :  their  shotted  guns  exploded  now  and 
then,  and  occasionally  one  would  hlow  up,  sending 
guns  and  masts  into  the  air. 

After  a  short  spell  at  Fatshan — a  dirty,  unfortified 
town,  which  we  did  not  molest — we  returned  to  the 
gunboats  to  hear  the  news.  Besides  young  Barker, 
there  was  a  long  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  hoth 
officers  and  men;  but  really  nothing  like  what  miglit 
have  been  expected,  considering  the  odds  against  us 
and  the  strong  position  we  had  to  assail. 

Had  the  Chinamen  stuck  to  their  guns  till  we  were 
close  alongside,  and  then  carried  out  their  intention 
of  first  netting  and  then  spearing  us  in  the  meshes, 
the  result  might  have  l)een  very  difi'erent.  However, 
the  Admiral  had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  :  the 
attack  was  well  planned  and  gallantly  executed,  and 
was  a  complete  success. 

Our  work  in  the  Canton  river  was  now  concluded 
for  the  present.     By  this  action  we  had  utterly  de 
stroyed  the  mandarin  fieet,  and  we  returned  to  Hong- 
Kong,  where  my  old  boat  was  hoisted  in  for  re[)airs. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  read  8ir  Heurv 
Keppel's  account  of  the  action,  from  which  it  would 
appear  that  the  Raleigh's  boats  did  all  the  wor  .  and 
no  mention  is  made  of  the  Calcutta's,  who  had  Ijorne 
all  the  burden  of  the  events  in  the  Canton  river  long 
before  Keppel  and  his  crew  appeared  on  the  scene, 
and  were  well  to  the  fore  on  this  occasion.  In 
making  these  remarks  I  have  no  wish  to  detract  in 
any  way  from  Keppel's  gallant  action — nothing  could 
be  finer  than  the  way  he  led  us  to  attack  the  second 
lot  of  junks ;  but,  with  many  other  followers  of  our 
gallant  old  chief  Sir  Michael  Seymour,  we  do  not  like 
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to  sec  him  uracticallv  iixnored,  and  all  the  lionour 
and  jr>lory  of  the  action  reflected  on  Iveppel  and  the 
lialeii^hs,  whereas  the  whole  ])lan  of  the  actl.;;^  had 
been  carefully  prepared  beforehand  l)y  the  A<l)niral, 
and  carried  out  by  him  in  person. 

On  June  27  liord  Eln;in  arrived  in  IT.  ^l.  S. 
Shninion  and  landed  under  the  usual  salutes.  As 
Special  Commissioner  his  Excellency  was  armed 
with  extraordinary  powers  to  deal  with  the  h\ff\\ 
Chinese  authorities.  Baron  Gros,  representing 
French  di[)lomacy,  took  up  his  ([uartcrs  on  board 
the  French  frigate  Capricieuse.  America  was  rep- 
resented by  Mr  Rcid  on  Ijoard  the  Minnesata, 
and  Russia  by  Count  Putiatine. 

From  this  time  till  the  close  of  the  year  ne- 
gotiations were  said  to  be  proceeding  between  the 
foreign  di})lomats  and  the  Chinese  authorities,  but 
nothing  came  of  them,  and  in  the  month  of 
December  it  was  decided  to  bombard  the  city  of 
Canton.  In  the  mean  time  several  more  vessels 
had  arrived  from  England,  including  the  Amethyst 
frigate  of  twenty-six   guns,  and  several  gun1)oats. 

Having  passed  my  examination  for  lieutenant, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year  I  had  the  good  fortune 
to  be  promoted  at  the  age  of  nineteen  and  retained 
in  the  flagship  as  acting  lieutenant.  The  opera- 
tions, concluding  with  the  bombardment  and  capture 
of  Canton,  being  a  matter  of  history,  I  wdll  pass 
over  quickly. 

On  14th  December  Sir  Michael  Seymour  with 
his  Staff'  proceeded  up  the  river  in  the  Coromandel, 
and  on  the  19th  the  island  of  Hassan  was  taken 
possession  of  by  the  marines  and  small-arm  men 
of  the  squadron.     This  was  a  most  important  posi- 
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tion  directly  faoiiii*-  tlic  city.  Several  in-incli 
mortiirs,  which  liad  arrived  from  l']ni;]aiid,  were 
moiuitcd  oil  the  Dutch  -  Colly  h'ort,  and  on  the 
28th  December  and  follow iiit;-  day  that  city  was 
homhardcd,  and  Fort  (iouL;h  was  stormed,  on  which 
occasion   the  gallant  Captain  Bate   was  killed. 

On  January  5,  1858,  the  city  walls  were  stormed, 
and  (Vmimissioncr  Yeh  and  the  Tartar  o-encral  taken 
prisoners.  Yeh  was  without  doubt  one  of  tlu?  most 
cruel  tyrants  that  ever  lived.  He  claimed  that 
dnrini;  the  previous  two  years  he  had  Ixihcaded 
70,000  of  his  countrymen,  and  it  is  comimted  that 
during  his  time  of  otHce  ovci-  100,000  men,  women, 
and  children  had  l)een  slaughtered  l)y  this  monster. 
Yeh  was  sent  as  a  prisoner  on  l)()ard  tlu;  Inllcxible, 
and  in  her  conveyed  to  Calcutta,  where  he  soon 
afterwards  died. 

By  the  middle  of  January,  arrangements  having 
been  made  for  the  ransom  of  the  city,  the  troops 
were  withdrawn  and  returned  to  ] long- Kong,  and 
in  FelH'uary  the  blockade  of  the  Canton  river  was 
raised,  and  the  muddy  stream  Avas  once  more 
thronged  with  junks,  sampans,  and  liower  -  boats, 
plying  their  usual  avocations. 

Things  had  settled  down  to  their  normal  con- 
dition at  Hong-Kong  when  we  heard  of  some 
murders  and  robljcr}'  having  been  committed  l)y 
pirates  in  the  neigid)ourhood  of  the  island,  so  an 
expedition  was  at  once  organised  for  their  pursuit. 
The  Forester  runboat  was  detailed  for  this  sci'vice, 
and  I  was  ordered  to  accom})any  her  with  the 
pinnace  and  cutter  of  the  flagship,  also  two  mid- 
shipmen, and  an  assistant-surgeon,  named  Murphy, 
under  my  orders. 
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After  lecavinoj  Honor-Kono;  we  steered  for  Lintin 
Island,  where  we  hoped  to  find  the  piratical 
vessels ;  but  before  reaching  that  place  we  ob- 
served a  junk  under  the  land,  to  which  we  gave 
chase.  The  crew  of  the  junk,  finding  escape  im- 
possil)]e,  ran  their  craft  ashore  and  deserted  her. 
Leaving  a  party  on  board  the  junk,  we  again 
shaped  our  course  for  Lintin,  keeping  a  sharp  look 
out,  l)ut  seeing  no  junks,  till  having  rounded  the 
island  we  were  about  to  give  up  the  search  and 
i-eturn,  when  we  spied  a  white  pole  rising  as  it 
WTre  out  of  the  ground.  A  closer  inspection 
proved  it  to  be  the  mast-head  of  a  large  junk  or 
lorcha,  moored  in  a  snug  little  harbour,  the  entrance 
of  which  we  could  not  at  once  perct^ive.  Manning 
the  boats,  we  pulled  in  and  made  out  the  entrance, 
which  was  so  narrow  that  we  had  to  toss  oars 
to  get  through.  The  passage  opened  into  a  lovely 
little  harbour  with  a  villao;e  at  the  head  of  it. 
This  was  the  pirates'  stronghold,  and  a  more  per- 
fect retreat  could  not  be  found.  Off  the  villaQ-e 
lay  a  fine  lorcha  with  her  Ijroadside  commanding 
the  entrance.  We  fully  expected  a  desperate  re- 
sistance, and  were  prepared  for  it.  With  a  cheer 
we  dashed  at  the  vessel  and  boarded,  when  to  our 
surprise  we  found  both  the  lorcha  and  village 
desert<xl.  The  pirates  had  no  doubt  observed  us 
from  the  shore,  and  finding  their  retreat  discovered, 
had  cleared  out.  This  was  a  great  disappointment ; 
however,  we  had  secured  a  fine  prize,  so  taking 
the  lorcha  in  tow,  we  brouoht  her  off  to  the  gun- 
boat,  which  had  been  waiting  for  us  outside,  and 
made  her  fast  astern.  We  found  her  to  be  an 
English    vessel    which    the    pirates    had    captured. 
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She  had  a  valuable  cargo  on  l)oard,  besides  a 
quantity  of  lieer,  wine,  and  spirits,  but  no  signs 
of  the  crew  could  we  discover.  They  had  all  been 
murdered  by  the  pirates. 

Uavirig  placed  a  corporal's  guard  on  board  to 
keep  sentry  over  the  li(|uor,  we  returned  to  the 
Forester  and  prepared  to  make  all  snug  for  the 
night.  And  now  a  most  ridiculous  thing  happened. 
We  had  not  long  retired  to  rest,  and  were  rolled 
up  in  our  blankets  on  deck,  when  about  midnight 
we  were  ?'oused  up  l)y  frightful  yells  from  the 
lorcha.  We  could  make  jut,  "Help!  the  pirates 
are  on   us  ! " 

To  seize  our  swords  and  revolvers  and  jump  into 
the  cutter  alongside  was  the  work  of  a  few  moments, 
and  hauling  the  boat  astern  by  the  hawser,  we  were 
soon  alongside  and  swarmed  up  the  side,  expecting 
to  be  confronted  by  some  of  the  pirate  crew,  when, 
to  our  astonishment,  not  a  pirate  could  we  see. 
The  corporal  and  the  sentry  were  both  sjirawling  on 
the  deck,  calling  loudly  for  assistance,  and  declar- 
ing that  the  pirates  had  knocked  them  down.  A 
glance  showed  the  true  state  of  affairs.  The  gallant 
marines  had  broached  the  cargo,  and  had  lost  the 
use  of  their  legs,  both  being  gloriously  drunk.  The 
vessel  was  rolling  considerably  with  the  swell,  and 
the  lorcha'3  main-boom  liad  o-ot  adrift  and  was  swinir- 
ing  to  and  fro,,  and  had  knocked  them  both  down 
several  times.  In  their  drunken  stupidity  they 
imagined  that  the  pirates  had  attacked  them,  and 
so  raised  the  alarm.  Having  relieved  this  precious 
guard  we  turned  in  again,  and  were  undisturbed  for 
the  rest  of  the  nioht.  The  next  mornino-  we  re- 
turned  to  Hong-Kong  with  our  prize  in  tow. 
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On  February  22,  1858,  a  few  clays  after  tlie 
expedition  with  the  Forester,  I  was  ordered  to 
repair  to  the  Algerine  gunboat,  with  two  of  the 
Calcutta's  boats,  the  pinnace  and  cutter,  as  before, 
and  the  same  officers,  all  under  the  orders  of 
Lieutenant  Forbes,  commandinsj  the  Algerine.  Our 
orders  were  to  search  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mirs 
Bay  for  some  notorious  pirates  who  had  for  a  long- 
time committed  a  series  of  atrocities  in  those 
waters,  plundering  and  murdering  inoffensi'^e  fisher- 
men or  any  defenceless  trading  vessels  they  might 
happen  to  come  across.  We  took  with  us  two  fisher- 
men as  informers  to  direcu  us  to  the  pirates'  haunt. 

Running  through  the  Lymoon  passage,  we  met 
with  a  very  heavy  sea,  which  caused  the  gunboat 
to  knock  about  to  such  an  extent  that  her  68- 
pounder  gun  broke  adrift  and  gave  us  some  trouble 
to  secure.  On  approaching  Mirs  Bay  the  water 
became  smoother,  and  we  steamed  through  a  group 
of  islands,  disturbing  large  flocks  of  wildfowl,  but 
seeino-  nothino-  of  the  o;a)iie  we  wr  e  after. 

By  sundown  we  had  pretty  well  explored  the 
greater  part  of  the  bay  without  success,  and  we 
booau  to  fear  that  the  informers  were  romancinoj ; 
but  they  seemed  so  positive,  pointing  to  certain 
likely  spots  on  the  chart  where  they  said  we 
should  be  sure  to  meet  some  of  the  rascals,  that 
we  decided  to  continue  the  search  the  followino; 
day,  and  the  Algerine  anchored  for  the  night. 
Next  morning  at  daylight  we  weighed  anchor  and 
stood  farther  in  to  the  bay  to  the  northward, 
threading  our  way  through  a  perfect  labyrinth  of 
islands  in  which  the  pirates  could  easily  hide  and 
carry   on   their   games   with    impunity.      We   were 
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approiicliiug  a  place  called  Grass  Island,  behind 
wliicli  we  were  assured  by  the  informers  we  should 
certainly  find  some  of  the  scoundrels,  so  we  arranged 
a  plan  whereby  to  cut  off  their  retreat  should  they 
attempt  to  bolt,  the  Algerine  going  round  to  the 
north  of  the  island,  whilst  I  with  the  boats  went 
round  the  south.  We  had  not  gone  far  before  we 
fell  in  with  a  small  junk  which  had  evidently  been 
sent  out  as  a  decoy  to  lead  us  in  the  wrong  direc- 
tion. Having  captured  her  and  left  a  guard  on 
board,  we  now  gave  chase  to  a  large  lorcha  which 
we  observed  standing  out  to  sea,  endeavouring  to 
escape.  This  she  would  have  had  no  difficulty  iv 
doing,  as  there  was  a  strong  Ijreeze  blowing,  and 
these  craft  sail  well,  and  we  should  have  had  no 
chance  with  her  but  for  the  fact  that  we  were  so 
placed  as  to  l)e  able  to  head  her  off'.  As  we 
approached  her  we  noticed  that  she  carried  several 
guns  on  her  broadside,  and  that  her  decks  were 
crowded  with  men,  whilst  we  had  but  our  12- 
j)ounder  brass  howitzer  and  crew  of  fourteen  men. 
If  we  ever  entertained  an}'  doubts  as  to  her  char- 
acter, we  were  soon  enlightened  by  a  shower  of 
grape  with  which  they  favoured  us,  the  shots 
fortunately  going  over  our  heads.  The  compliment 
was  promptly  returned,  whereupon  the  cowardly 
crew  altered  course  and  steered  straight  for  the 
shore,  with  the  evident  intention  of  running  the 
craft  aground.  It  was  a  bold  manamvre,  and  a 
risky  one,  as  a  heavy  surf  was  breaking  on  the 
rocks ;  but  they  managed  the  vessel  beautifully. 
When  close  to  the  breakers  they  let  go  two  anchors  ; 
the  lorcha  swung  round,  with  her  bows  to  seaward 
and  her  stern  touchino'  the   rocks.     The   crew   then 
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escaped  over  the  stern  and  scrambled  up  the  hills, 
their  movements  being  assisted,  or  at  all  events 
hastened,  by  the  shots  we  sent  after  them.  Some 
may  have  been  drowned  in  the  surf;  but  of  this  I 
could  not  be  sure,  as  we  had  to  ]ook  to  the  safety 
of  tlie  Ijoats,  which  were  now  on  a  lee  shore  with 
half  a  o-ale  blowinoj. 

Being  desirous  of  getting  on  board  the  lorcha, 
I  went  in  as  close  as  we  dared  in  the  pinnace,  and 
then  o-ot  into  the  cutter,  a  handier  boat  in  a  surf. 
Having  dropped  her  anchor,  we  veered  in  till  I 
was  al;)le  to  jump  aljoard  with  the  coxswain  and 
two  l)luejackets.  The  cutter  was  nearly  swamped 
in  this  evolution,  and  shipped  a  sea  which  filled 
her  to  the  thwarts,  so  she  hauled  oft'  to  bale  whilst 
we  proceeded  to  search  the  vessel. 

AYe  found  her  to  l)e  a  beautiful  model,  mounting 
seven  guns  on  each  side,  and  a  32-pounder  in  the 
bows,  sufticient  to  have  sunk  us  with  a  broadside 
if  they  had  stuck  to  their  guns.  She  was  fully 
equipped  with  swords,  .pikes,  gongs,  josses,  &c.,  all 
of  which  we  collected  with  a  view  of  saving.  One 
of  the  crew  who  had  not  had  the  courage  to  jump 
overboard  we  made  prisoner. 

Down  in  the  hold  we  found  an  old  man  chained 
by  the  arms,  legs,  and  neck  to  the  bottom  of  the 
vessel :  he  had  been  captured  by  the  pirates,  and 
had  already  been  tortured  several  times.  Having 
released  the  poor  fellow,  we  brought  him  on  deck, 
and  prepared  to  leave  the  vessel.  With  that  object 
I  hailed  the  cutter  and  then  set  fire  to  the  ship. 
The  cutter  now  veered  in  as  before,  when  a  heavy 
sea  broke  right  over  her,  half  filling  her,  and  she 
had  to  haul  oft'  to  bale. 
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Meanwliile  the  wind  and  sea  were  steadily  inere.'s- 
ing,  and  the  flames,  fed  by  the  high  wind,  had  spread, 
so  that  the  whole  of  the  after-part  of  the  vessel  was 
burning,  and  we  were  driven  forward  into  the  bows. 
At  this  moment  two  small  Chinese  fishing-boats  hove 
in  sight,  and  seeing  our  critical  position,  the  men 
most  o'allantlv  came  in  to  take  us  otf ;  l)ut  the  sea 
tossed  their  frail  (n'aft  against  the  sharp  bows  of  the 
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lorcha,  dashing  them  to  pieces,  and  to  our  dismay  tlie 
two  poor  fellows  in  them  were  drowned  in  the  surf 
without  our  being  al)le  to  afford  them  the  least  assist- 
ance.  The  cutter's  crew  now  veered  breakers  ^  astern 
by  lines,  hoping  they  might  drift  down  to  us,  but 
the  wind  and  sea  took  them  wide  of  the  mark.  ]3r 
Murphy,   who  was  in  the   cutter,  now  took  otf  his 
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coat,  and  with  a  line  round  liis  body  was  preparing 
to  jump  overboard,  to  swim  to  our  assistance ;  but 
no  swimmer  could  live  in  that  sea,  so  I  hailed  him 
to  stay  where  he  was. 

By  this  time  the  flames  had  spread  with  great 
rapidity,  and  the  whole  midship  part  of  the  vessel 
was  in  a  blaze  ;  the  fire  was  working  steadily  forward 
to  where  we  were  standing,  and  the  heat  was  intense. 
Moreover,  the  craft  showed  signs  of  breaking  up,  and 
the  rocks  were  already  through  her  bottom.  Every 
moment  I  expected  the  magazine  to  explode,  and  it 
seemed  to  be  a  choice  of  being  blown  up  or  drowned. 

We  were  now  huddled  together  in  the  bows  of  the 
lorcha,  the  bluejackets  and  myself,  the  prisoner,  and 
the  poor  old  man  who  was  too  feeble  and  helpless 
to  save  himself.  The  boat  was  plunging  at  her 
anchor  only  a  few  yards  away,  so  I  told  the  blue- 
jackets to  throw  away  their  rifles  and  save  them- 
selves if  they  thought;  they  could  reach  her.  Two 
of  them  did  so,  and  jumping  overboard,  were  hauled 
into  the  boat  by  lines  which  were  thrown  to  them. 
There  now  remained  the  coxswain  and  myself  and 
the  prisoner,  whom  we  did  not  like  to  desert :  he 
was  so  weak  from  starvation  he  could  scarcely  stand. 
They  now  made  a  supreme  efi:brt  in  the  cutter  to 
help  us,  and  she  came  so  close  under  the  bows  we 
were  able  to  pitch  the  old  man  into  her,  and  jumping 
overboard  ourselves,  we  were  dragged  into  the  boat ; 
the  oars  were  manned,  the  cable  hauled  in,  and  we 
were  soon  clear  of  the  breakers  and  safe.  We  had 
not  got  more  than  fifty  yards  from  the  lorcha  when 
she  blew  up,  sending  her  guns  and  spars  flying  over 
our  heads  into  the  sea,  and  covering  us  with  splinters 
and  burning  pieces  of  wood. 
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We  now  pushed  on  to  join  the  Algerinc  as  arranged; 
but  seeing  a  junk  escaping  up  a  creek,  we  gave  chase 
and  captured  her,  the  crew  deserting  on  our  approach. 
This  was  an  old  craft,  and  had  evidently  been  a  trader 
until  captured  and  turned  into  a  pirate.  She  had 
only  two  guns  mounted.  Leaving  our  prisoner  and 
a  couple  of  hands  aboard,  we  now  gave  way  to  join 
the  Algerine,  whose  guns  we  could  plainly  hear.  On 
rounding  a  point  we  came  upon  her  engaging  two 
large  piratical  junks,  which  were  moored  head  and 
stern  off  a  village,  their  broadside  commanding  the 
approach.  Our  arrival  was  most  opportune,  as  we 
found  one  man  badly  wounded  on  board  the  gun- 
boat, and  as  she  had  no  doctor,  JNIurphy's  services 
were  needed. 

It  seems  that  these  junks  opened  fire  on  the 
Algerine  directly  she  came  in  sight  round  the  point. 
Her  gallant  commander,  Forbes,  was  in  his  glory, 
working  the  pivot  gun  with  his  coat  and  hat  off,  and 
giving  the  Chinamen  a  severe  dressing  at  close  range, 
in  which  we  were  delighted  to  join.  The  junks  were 
returnin2j  a  scattered  but  ill-directed  fire  from  al)out 
twenty  or  thirty  guns  of  all  sizes,  when  a  well- 
directed  shell  from  the  Algerine  blew  up  the  largest 
of  them,  sending  her  masts,  guns,  and  crew  into  the 
air — a  magnificent  sight,  which  we  greeted  with  three 
cheers. 

Nothing  daunted  by  the  fate  of  their  comrades, 
the  crew  of  the  remaining  junk  replied  with  yells 
of  defiance  and  continued  the  action ;  but  j^resently 
her  fore-magazine  exploded,  blowing  out  her  bow  and 
killing  several  of  the  crew  :  the  remainder  jumped 
overboard  and  made  for  the  shore.  We  now  manned 
the  boats  and  pul-ed  in  for  the  village,  which  we 
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destroyed,  and  examined  what  was  left  of  the  junks. 
One  was  l»ui'nt  to  the  water's  edge;  the  other  was 
})artiall3'  destroyed,  her  stern  with  about  ten  guns 
being  still  above  water.  By  this  time  we  had  had 
a  hard  and  exciting  day's  work,  and  being  a  bit 
tired  and  hungry,  we  returned  to  the  Algerine  and 
piped  to  dinner. 

Whilst  enjoying  our  well-earned  repast,  we  noticed 
numbers  of  the  pirates  come  down  from  the  hills  and 
go  on  board  the  junk,  whose  stern  was  still  above 
water,  probably  to  save  some  of  their  effects.  Not 
wishing  to  molest  them  further,  as  they  had  received 
a  pretty  severe  lesson,  we  sat  watching  them,  smok- 
ing our  cigars,  when  suddenly  the  after-magazine  of 
the  remaining  junk  blew  up,  sending  the  greater  part 
of  them  into  the  air.  AVe  then  pulled  in  again  to  try 
and  recover  some  of  the  guns ;  but  they  had  mostly 
sunk  in  deep  water,  so  having  picked  ujj  a  few  which 
were  in  shoal  water,  we  re-embarked,  and  shortly  after 
got  under  weigh  for  Hong-Kong. 

As  the  Algerine  steamed  away  we  saw  several  of 
the  pirates  watching  us  from  the  hills,  showing  that 
they  wcve  not  all  exterminated  ;  but  we  had  destroyed 
their  stronghold  and  their  ships,  and  a  great  many  of 
their  people,  which  must  have  had  a  discouraging 
effect  on  the  survivors.  They  had  fought  well,  with 
a  halter  round  their  necks  it  is  true,  and  one  might 
have  been  sorry  for  them  if  it  w^ere  not  for  their 
horrible  brutality  to  those  unfortunates  who  fell  into 
their  hands. 

We  towed  back  the  two  small  junks  we  had  cap- 
tured, which  were  of  no  value,  and  reached  Hong- 
Kons  the  same  night.  Had  we  been  able  to  save 
the  lorcha  and  the  two  large  junks,  we  should  have 
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engaged  m  the  undcrtakino- 1  onipanies 
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CAPTURE    OF   THE    I'EIIK)    F0UT8. 

As  there  was  iiotliino-  more  to  ho  done  in  these  waters, 
the  Admiral  decided  to  leave  for  the  northern  part  of 
the  station,  and  on  March  25,  1858,  the  Calcutta 
sailed  from  Honii-lvono;,  hound  for  the  Gulf  of  Pichili. 
Lord  Eluin  had  already  sailed  for  that  place,  taking 
with  him  H.jNF.S.  Pique,  Furious,  Nimrod,  Cormorant, 
and  Slaney.  The  north-east  monsoon  was  hlo wing- 
strong,  and  it  took  the  old  ship  fifteen  days  to  thrash 
up  as  far  as  the  Rugged  Islands,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Yangtze.  The  Admiral  paid  a  short  visit  to  Shang- 
hae,  and  on  his  return  we  again  put  to  sea.  and  after 
a  tedious  passage  of  ten  days,  during  which  we 
carried  away  our  mainyard  (see  sketch),  we  anchored 
off  the  Peiho  river.  The  water  in  the  gulf  is  so  shal- 
low^  that  we  had  to  anchor  nine  miles  from  land, 
which  was  scarcely  visible  iV;  m  the  deck.  We  found 
a  large  number  of  ships  assembled  here.  Besides  our 
own  ships,  there  was  a  French  squadron,  several 
Americans,  and  a  Russian.  Lord  Elgin  was  on  board 
the  Furious,  and  the  French  Admiral's  flag  was  flying 
on  the  Audacieuse.  The  small  craft,  including  gun- 
boats, the  Coromandel,  the  Nimrod,  and  Cormorant, 
despatch-vessels,  were  anchored  inside  the  bar,  from 
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which  aiichorasre  a  fine  view  of  the  forts  o-uardiho:  the 
entrance  to  the  river  was  obtained.  These  presented 
a  formidabh^  appearance,  provided  with  heavy  giias, 
and  evidently  well  manned.  Banners  of  many  colours 
floated  from  the  ])arapets,  and  it  looked  as  if  the 
Chinamen  were  w  11  prepared  to  receive  us. 

From  this  time  to  the  middle  of  May  negotiations 
were  carried  on  between  tlie  diplomats  and  the  man- 
darins with  a  view  to  come  to  some  conclusion  satis- 
factory to  both  parties,  but  without  success,  and  on 
the  I9th  it  was  known  that  we  should  have  a  fight. 

The  time  had  not  been  wasted  on  our  side  ;  the 
men  had  been  regularly  drilled,  and  landing-parties 
organised.  On  the  evening  of  the  19th  May  the 
Admiral's  arrangements  were  complete,  and  our  l)oats 
with  the  landing-parties  crossed  the  bar  and  went  on 
board  the  Slaney  ounboat.  I  had  the  good  fortune 
to  be  in  charge  of  the  left  wino'  of  the  storming-])artv. 
Another  of  our  lieutenants  was  in  command  of  tlie 
right  wing,  and  Lieutenant  Cator,  our  first  lieutenant, 
was  in  cliaro;e  of  the  l)oats. 

The  night  Ijcfore  the  battle  we  had  a  jovial  party 
on  board  the  Shine}'  to  wish  success  to  the  undertak- 
ing. At  daylight  of  the  20tli  all  the  gunl)oats  were 
ready  with  steam  up,  and  cleared  for  action.  The 
Ohinamen  were  aho  ready,  and,  it  was  reported,  had 
sent  a  message  otf  to  say  that  if  we  were  afraid  they 
were  not,  and  that  if  we  did  not  begin  they  would. 
I  can  hardly  credit  it,  because  it  was  not  our  experi- 
ence '^f  their  usual  tactics.  However,  at  nine  o'clock 
Captain  King-Hall  landed  in  his  galley  with  an  in- 
terpreter, to  give  a  final  ultimatum  to  the  head  man- 
darin in  command  :  if  no  answer  was  returned  by  ten 
o'clock  we  would   open   fire.      What  the  ultimatum 
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was  al)out  was  iic  concern  of  ours — we  didn't  know 
and  we  didn't  care  ;  but  we  passed  an  anxious  hour, 
fearing  they  might  give  in  at  the  hist  moment. 
Ten  o'ch)ck  came,  however,  without  any  sign,  so  our 
Admiral  made  the  si'j;nal  to  bcsin. 

Sir  ^lichael  Seymour  and  the  French  Commander- 
in-Chief  hoisted  their  fiao;s  tooetlier  on  board  the 
Shmey,  and  the  boats  with  the  hmding-parties  were 
sent  to  anotlier  gunljoat,  the  Firm,  which  vessel  towed 
us  into  a-^tion. 

The  Chinamen  had  stretched  a  boom  across  the 
mouth  of  the  river  to  keep  hostile  vessels  from  enter- 
ing. This  boom  was  composed  of  spars,  chains,  and 
hawsers,  and  was  sutticiently  strong  to  keep  out  boat?, 
or  junks,  l)ut  not  a  steam  vessel  going  at  high  speed. 
The  Cormorant,  Commander  Saumarez,  led  the  way 
in  gallant  3t3'le,  snapping  the  chains  like  thread. 
The  forts  opened  fire  on  lier  as  she  passed  the  bar- 
rier ;  but  not  a  shot  was  fired  in  reply  till  the  Ad- 
^.niral  made  the  signal  to  "  eno-ao-e,"  when  each  vessel 
hoisted  a  vell(v,v  tlaij  at  tli-e  mast-head,  and  the  action 
commenced. 

The  Cormorant  was  followed  by  a  French  gunboat, 
then  b}'  one  of  ours,  then  another  Frenfliman,  and  so 
on  alternately.  As  each  vessel  passed  the  narrows 
where  the  boom  had  been  she  received  a  heavy  fire, 
as  the  Chinamen  had  concentrated  their  guns  on  that 
spot,  and  did  not  seem  to  be  able  to  fire  in  any  other 
direction.  From  car  position  in  the  boats,  towing 
astern,  we  had  a  good  view  of  the  proceedings.  Al- 
though exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire,  we  could  not 
return  it,  and  had  only  to  look  on  till  our  turn  came. 
It  was  a  lovely  sight,  the  little  gunboats  making  ex- 
cellent practice,  bursting  their  shells  over  the  parapets 
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and  ill  the  embrasures.  The  Chinamen  stuck  to  their 
guns  well,  and  returned  the  fire  with  spirit,  hulling 
eaeh  vessel  repeatedly  as  she  entered  the  river ;  but 
once  inside,  they  turned  their  attention  to  the  next. 

The  Firm  got  her  share  as  she  passed,  and  so  did 
we  in  the  boats ;  indeed  it  looked  as  though  every 
vessel  must  be  sunk,  liaving  to  run  the  gantlet  of 
heavy  earth-liatteries  firing  at  her  from  liotli  sides  of 
the  river  at  close  range.  And  so  they  would  have 
been  if  the  Chinamen  had  kejJt  their  guns  trained  on 
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r!e  ships;  l)ut  they  seem  to  have  had  no  notion  of 
>>*ing  attacked  in  Hank  and  rear,  and  were  only  pre- 
I  ;iri:d  for  an  enemy  in  front,  probably  under  the 
!.  pl:cf  that  no  ship  could  pass  the  boom  at  the  river's 
mouth. 

After  a  while  the  fire  from  the  forts  slacker  ed,  as 
well  it  might  under  the  terrible  hail  whicii  was 
poured  upon  them,  and  in  an  hour  and  fifty  minutes 
they  were  completely  silenced.  Tiie  l)oats  were  then 
ordered  to  land  the  storming-parties.     We  were  put 
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ashore  in  a  paddy-field,  where  we  sank  up  to  our 
knees  in  mud,  and  having  formed  our  men  in  as  good 
order  as  we  could,  we  rushed  for  the  forts.  Fortu- 
nately for  us,  the  Chinamen  no  sooner  saw  us  coming 
than  they  bolted,  the  mandarins  leading  the  way  on 
horseback.  The  head  mandarin  was  struck  by  a 
bullet  and  fell  off  his  horse,  and  before  we  could  tome 
up  to  him  to  take  him  prisoner  he  drew  his  sword 
and  cut  his  throat  from  ear  to  ear,  and  fell  back  dead 
in  the  mud.  In  a  very  few  minutes  from  the  time 
of  landing  the  forts  were  in  our  possession,  and  the 
English  v^'\  French  flags  were  floatius;  fi-om  the 
parapets. 

The  wisduiu  of  Sir  ]Michaol  Seymour's  plan  of 
attacking  the  forts  at  low  water  was  most  apparent, 
for  in  the  event  of  any  ship  getting  ashore,  she 
might  float  off  with  the  rising  tide,  whereas  to  get 
ashore  at  the  top  of  high  water  in  the  face  of  an 
enemy  and  a  falling  tide  would  most  certainly  lead 
to  disaster.  Our  work  was  by  no  means  concluded 
v^ith  the  capture  of  the -forts — in  fact,  it  had  only 
commenced.  We  had  to  s^c  to  work  dismounting 
guns  and  levelling  the  parapets,  with  the  thermo- 
meter 100^  in  the  shade.  Amons^st  the  guns  were 
some  of  very  beautiful  design  and  large  calibre. 
Some  of  them  had  inscriptions,  such  as  "  Barbarian 
destroyer "  and  other  facetious  mottoes :  these,  we 
were  told,  had  been  sent  down  from  Pekin  for  our 
especial  benefit. 

We  had  not  been  long  at  work  when  a  terrific 
explosion  took  place  in  the  fort  next  to  ours :  the 
magazine  had  been  blown  up,  killing  and  wounding 
soii  e  thirty -four  Frenchmen.  Whether  this  was 
caused  by  accident  or,  more  likely,  by  a  train  having 
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been  laid  and  a  fuse  left  burning  by  the  Chinese,  can 
never  be  known.  These  explosions  are  of  frequent 
occurrence  in  Chinese  warfare,  owing  to  the  careless 
way  they  leave  powder  lying  about.  In  consequence 
of  this,  I  was  ordered  to  food  the  magazine  in  our 
fort.  Having  entered  the  place,  I  found  several  large 
chatties  more  or  less  full  of  powder.  We  filled  these 
to  the  l)rini  with  water,  and  having  thus  destroyed 
the  powder  as  far  as  we  could,  I  was  leaving  the 
magazine  with  my  men  when  we  met  the  carpenter  of 
the  Fury  cominfj;  alono;  and  swino;ino-  a  lar<i;(!  hammer. 
He  entered  the  magazine,  and  immediately  there 
was  a  fearful  explosion,  wrecking  the  building  and 
blowing  the  man  to  pieces.  It  is  ])robable  that 
the  poor  fellow  struck  one  of  the  chatties  with  his 
hammer,  thus  causing  a  spark,  and  that  the  water 
had  not  had  time  to  soak  through  the  powder ;  but 
it  may  have  been  caused  l:>y  a  train  laid  by  the 
Chinese. 

I  lost  one  of  my  men  in  a  very  curious  w\ay 
whilst  storminu'  the  fort.  We  were  runninsi;  across 
the  mud-Hats  horn  the  boats  in  somewhat  irregular 
fashion,  and  one  was  a  good  wa}^  ahead  of  tlie 
party,  when,  happening  to  see  a  Chinese  tent,  he 
went  in,  and  finding  a  dead  Chinaman  inside,  the 
silly  fellow  put  on  the  dead  man's  hat  and  cloak,  and 
coming  out  of  the  tent  continued  his  course,  when  a 
sergeant  of  marines,  seeing  what  he   took  to  be  a 


Chinese    soldier 


running 


away,    shot    him    dead. 


Finding  it  to  be  one  of  my  men,  I  sent  his  l)ody 
down  to  the  boat.  The  boat-keeper  was  away,  having 
joined  in  the  attack  with  his  shipmates.  On  his 
return  one  of  the  boat's  crew  called  his  attention  to  a 
bundle  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat  covered  over  with 
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an  old  bread-bag.  "  What's  tliat,  Bill  ? "  says  he. 
"  AVhy,"  said  the  othci',  lifting  up  the  corner  of  the 
bag  and  exposing  the  face  of  the  corpse,  "  blowcd  if  it 
ain't  my  poor  cousin  !  " 

After  a  very  hard  day's  work  dismantling  the  forts 
and  spiking  the  guns  we  were  glad  of  a  rest.  The 
men  were  billeted  in  the  (chinamen's  tents,  which 
were  left  standing  complete  with  cooking  utensils 
and  plenty  of  rice.  The  head  mandarin's  house  made 
an  excellent  otHcers'  quarters.  Sentries  were  posted, 
and  we  made  all  snug  for  the  night. 

The  next  two  days  were  devoted  to  embarking  the 
guns  preparatory  to  sending  them  to  England  :  many 
of  them  were  of  brass,  and  of  great  value.  The  forts 
were  then  blown  up,  and  I  was  sent  up  the  river 
to  Tientzin  with  the  C-alcutta's  launch  and  pinnace, 
leaving  a  party  to  complete  the  destruction  of  the 
forts  and  shipment  of  the  guns.  The  Peilio  river  is  a 
dirt^  fiiuddy  stream,  very  tortuous,  and  the  current 
runs  i(nig.  We  were  towed  up  by  the  Coromandel ; 
but  owing  to  the  current  and  the  sharp  bends  our 
progress  was  slow,  added  to  which  the  river  was 
blocked  with  junks,  so  we  had  to  cut  their  cables  and 
send  them  adrift.  Several  gunboats,  both  English 
and  French,  followed  in  our  wake  ;  but  as  the  latter 
kept  constantly  getting  ashore,  I  was  sent  in  the 
launch  to  their  assistance.  No  sooner  was  one  afloat 
than  another  got  ashore,  and  we  had  to  lay  out  their 
anchors  and  heave  them  off;  so  it  is  not  sur})rising 
that  it  took  us  several  days  to  reach  Tientzin,  a 
distance  of  sixty  miles. 

Arrived  at  Tientzin,  I  was  ordered  down  again  to 
help  another  French  gunboat  in  distress.  Having  got 
her  aiioat,  we  had  reached  within  a  mile  or  so  of  the 
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city  when  wo  came  across  aiiotlier  Fi-eiicliman,  tlie 
Avalanche,  h'mh  and  dry,  witli  the  French  Admiral's 
flag  flying  on  board  her.  We  promptly  went  to  her 
assistance,  and  at  length  hove  her  off",  and  proceeded 
with  both  vessels  to  Tientzin.  The  French  Admiral 
most  kindly  asked  me  to  dine  with  him,  but  as  I  had 
no  clothes  but  what  I  stood  up  in,  1  declined  ;  where- 
upon the  gallant  old  Frenchman  lowered  down  a 
basket  of  good  things  into  the  boat,  including  some 
wine  for  the  men — a  very  acce}>table  change  to  our 
daily  fare  of  salt  pork,  biscuit,  and  rum.  I  am 
afraid  the  bluejackets  did  not  half  a]>preciate  the  rin 
ordinaire,  for  I  heard  one  of  thein  remark,  "  What 
do  you  call  this  stuff.  Bill  ? "  "  Why,  they  calls  it 
j^oi't,  I  believe  ;  l)ut  I'm  d — d  if  1  wouhln't  sooner 
have  starl)oard  ! " 

The  city  of  Tientzin,  like  the  generality  of  Chinese 
towns,  is  a  filthy  place  surrounded  by  a  moat.  The 
inhabitants  were  greatly  astonislied  at  tlu'  l)arl)arian 
fire-ships,  the  first  they  had  ever  seen.  The  Coro- 
mandel,  Ijeing  the  only  paddle-wheel  steamer,  attracted 
much  attention. 

On  our  arrival  the  peo})le  sent  to  warn  us  off;  but 
as  no  attention  was  })aid  to  this  recjuest,  they  pre- 
tended to  believe  we  had  come  to  trade,  and  wished 
to  know  what  description  of  goods  we  had  aboard. 
It  is  reported  that  fSir  JMichael's  reply  was,  "  Hard- 
ware." At  all  events,  as  soon  as  it  w;is  known  that 
we  required  provisions,  they  were  ready  to  do  busi- 
ness, and  we  were  (piickly  supplied  with  bullocks, 
sheep,  fowls,  fruit,  vegetables,  and  ice  in  abundance. 
They  swam  off  to  the  boats  and  exchanged  baskets  of 
fruit  for  ship's  biscuits. 

We  soon  settled  down  to  the  quiet   monotony  of 
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boat  life,  to  which  we  had  so  long  been  accustomed  in 
the  Canton  river,  but  without  the  excitement,  as  there 
was  no  more  fighting  to  be  done.  The  sun  was 
so  hot  during  the  day  that  it  was  dangerous  to 
move  altout,  and  even  sitting  quietly  in  tlie  boat 
under  double  awnings  was  almost  unl)earable.  The 
thermometer  stood  at  110'  Fahrenheit  in  the  deck 
cabin  of  the  Coromandel.  Under  these  circumstances 
we  seldom  moved,  unless  there  was  work  to  be  done, 
before  5  P.M.,  when  we  sometimes  took  a  stroll  with  a 
gun  to  shoot  pigeons,  wliich  al)ounded  in  the  neigh- 
Ijourhood.  The  country  was  not  very  settled,  and  we 
were  occasionally  mobljed  and  once  or  twice  stoned ; 
but,  as  a  rule,  the  people  took  no  notice  of  us. 

Lord  Elgin  and  his  Staff  were  estaljlished  in  a  joss- 
house  close  to  the  landing-place. 

One  morning  after  my  usual  dip  in  the  river  I  was 
sent  to  assist  a  French  gunboat,  the  Draefonne,  which 
we  found  high  and  dry.  Having  hauled  her  off,  we 
proceeded  up  the  ri^er  till  night,  when  she  anchored, 
as  it  w'as  pitch-dark.  At  11  p.m.  Lhc  French  captain 
asked  me  if  1  could  pilot  his  ship  up  the  river  to 
Tientzin,  and  on  my  agreeing  to  do  so,  he  got  under 
weigh.  Tlie  night  was  dark  as  pitch,  but  by  climb- 
ing up  the  rigging  I  could  just  make  out  the  w^ind- 
ings  of  the  river,  and  we  arrived  at  our  destination 
at  3  a.:m.  without  accident.  This  sort  of  thinir  was 
of  frequent  occurrence,  but  we  rather  liked  it,  as  it 
gave  us  some  occupation.  Fortunately  I  liad  for  a 
messmate  a  charming  companion,  N.  Bowden-Smith, 
so  the  time  passed  pleasantly.  Smith  was  a  mate  at 
that  time,  and  I  was  acting  lieutenant,  but  by  a  turn 
of  the  wheel  of  fortune  he  has  since  gone  ahead. 

We  had  every  variety  of  weather  during  our  long 
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spell  ill  the  river.  One  iiioht  it  rained  henvily, 
wetting  us  to  the  skin  ;  another  time  it  hlew  a  gale 
of  wind,  and  we  were  half  hlindcil  and  sulVoeatcd  hy 
di'.st  :  hut  we  lived  well,  and  had  a  ])lentiful  supply 
of  ducks  and  fowls.  A  pretty  little  hautum  hen 
which  I  had  looted  out  of  a  joss-house  sat  on  her 
es^gs  in  a  (•i,ti;ar-box  in  the  stern  sheets  of  the  launch, 
and  there  remained  till  she  hatched  out  her  family. 

During  the  first  part  of  our  stay  we  were  much 
annoyed  by  dogs,  which  kept  up  such  a  chorus  that 
we  could  not  sleep  ;  hut  I  had  an  air-gun,  and  used  it 
with  such  beneficial  effect  that  during  the  latter  part 
we  were  not  molested,  and  perfect  silence  reigned. 

One  day  there  was  a  disturbance  ashore,  and  some 
Chinamen  came  off  with  l)roken  heads  to  complain  of 
my  boat's  crew.  I  believe  they  were  guiltless  on  this 
occasion,  but  as  there  had  e\idently  been  some  mis- 
understanding somewhere,  1  was  sent  l)ack  to  tlie 
ship  in  the  pinnace  to  change  the  crew.  We  had 
a  very  pleasant  tj'i[),  shooting  our  way  down,  and 
reached  the  forts  at  the  mouth — sixty  miles  in  two 
days — without  accident,  beyond  striking  on  a  sunken 
rock,  on  which  the  boat  hung  ;  and  as  she  would  not 
come  otf,  we  all  jumped  overljoard,  when  she  floated  : 
we  then  had  another  ten  miles  to  reach  the  ship  out- 
side the  bar.  Having  changed  my  crew,  I  returned 
to  Tientzin. 

On  the  2Gth  June  Lord  Elgin  arranged  to  meet 
the  Chinese  Commissioners  to  sign  a  Treaty  of  Peace. 
Several  officers  came  up  from  the  fleet  to  be  present 
on  the  occasion.  Having  donned  our  full  uniforms, 
we  joined  the  procession,  his  Excellency  Lord  Elgin 
leading  the  way  in  a  sedan -chair,  followed  by  the 
Admiral  with  his  Staff  and  the  rest  of  the  officers. 
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The  ship's  band  ami  marines  aeconipanicd  us,  and 
evcrvthinof  was  done  to  make  the  ceremony  as  im- 
posing  as  possible.  On  arriving  at  a  joss-house,  Lord 
Elu'in  was  received  with  a  Cfuard  of  honour  and  a 
l)urst  (jf  Cliinese  music.  We  were  shown  into  a  room 
illuminated  with  Chinese  lanterns.  Three  tabh's  were 
arranged  side  ])y  side.  Lord  Elgin  took  his  seat  in 
the  centre,  tlie  Admiral  and  the  highest  mandarin  on 
tho  right,  the  second  higliest  mandarin  on  the  left. 
These  two  oiiicials  were  said  to  be  the  hiohest  in  the 
empire,  and  wore  the  pink  opaque  button,  denoting 
their  rank. 

The  ceremony  occupied  a  very  short  time,  after 
whicli  tea  and  cakes  were  liamlcd  round  the  band 
struck  up  "God  save  the  Queen!"  and  the  treaty 
of  peace  with  China  was  (Concluded.  Ho\v'  it  was 
shamefully  l)rokeii  the  following  year,  when  our  poor 
fellows  wi'ic  so  roughly  handled  at  the  Peiho  Forts,  is 
a  matter  of  history,  and  is  no  part  of  this  narrative. 
We  left  Tientzin,  re-embarked  on  board  our  respec- 
tive ships,  and  sailed  for  Nagasaki,  in  Ja])an,  where 
Lord  Elgin  presented  the  Tycoon  with  a  beautiful 
steam  yacht  from  her  j\Iajesty  Queen  Victoria. 

After  a  most  delightful  stay  at  this  beautiful  place, 
we  left  for  Hon o- Ron o-;  and  soon  afterwards  the 
Calcutta  sailed  for  En<iland,  where  we  arrived  with- 
out  further  adventure  after  an  absence  of  three  years 
and  nine  months.  Before  leaving  the  station  the 
English  merchants  presented  Sir  JMichael  Seymour 
with  a  magnihcent  service  of  gold  plate  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  eminent  services — a  compliment  which  was 
appreciated  by  all  who  had  the  honour  of  serving 
under  his  flag,  for  never  was  a  commander-in-chief 
more  respected  and  beloved  than  our  gjdlant  and 
courteous  Admiral. 
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At  Singapore  wo  sliippod  a  lot  of  parrots  tor 
passage  home.  Most  of  the  hirds  died  before  we 
reaelied  England,  but  one  of  the  survivors,  belonging 
to  my  servant,  an  old  marine,  contracted  some  very 
bad  language.  Old  "  Forty -eight,"  as  the  marine 
was  called,  being  desirous  of  cui'iiig  his  bird  of  this 
bad  habit,  took  him  into  the  parson's  cabin  ("  Forty- 
eight  "  was  also  the  parson's  servant).  Next  morning 
the  pardon  saw  the  bird  and  said,  "(lood  morning, 
pretty  Polly  !  "  "  Go  to  the  devil !  "  said  the  parrot. 
The  [)arson  sent  for  "  Forty-eight,"  and  asked  him 
what  he  meant  by  bringing  such  a  foul  -  nu)uthed 
bird  into  his  cal)in.  "  Wh}',  to  learn  him  some  good 
discourse,  to  be  sure,"  said  "Forty-(>ight."  The  last 
I  saw  of  poor  old  "  Forty-eight "  he  was  scudding 
along  on  the  crest  of  the  waves  in  his  cothn  !  The 
poor  old  fellow  died  at  sea,  and  being  a  great  fav- 
ourite on  board,  he  was  put  into  a  cotHn,  instead  of, 
as  by  usual  custom,  being  sewn  up  in  his  hammock 
and  committed  to  the  deep.  The  cofHn  was  well 
ballasted  with  shot,  and  holes  were  bored  in  it  to 
let  the  water  in  ;  but  notwithstanding  these  precau- 
tions it  iloatcd,  and  when  last  seen  was  making  good 
weather  of  it ;  but  I  expect  it  struck  soundings  in  time. 

Whilst  we  were  at  8t  Helena,  a  party  of  us  rode  to 
Longwood  to  see  Napoleon's  grave.  The  body  had 
lately  been  removed  to  France,  but  a  guard  of  French 
soldiers  remained.  We  ship})ed  some  of  the  po(^'' 
fellows,  who  were  sufferino-  from  dvsenterv,  and  a 
day  or  two  afterwards  one  of  them  was  reported  to 
be  dying.  He  asked  if  he  might  smoke  his  pi])e  in 
his  hammock,  a  request  that  was  readily  granted. 
The  band  played  the  JNIarseillaise,  the  pipe  was  fin- 
ished, and  the  gallant  soldier  lay  back  in  his  ham- 
mock, dead. 
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CHAPTER    X. 

TlIK    CHANXKI.    S(,>rAl)i;()X    AND    WASP. 

DfJJUNTi  tlic  passnu'c  lioino  f  liad  to  consider  tlic 
prospect  of  pnssiii,i(  my  cxaniiiiatioii  in  navicjation 
and  nautical  astronomy  on  my  ari'ival  in  Enuland, 
This  was  a  serious  matter  for  me  ;  for,  l)eini;'  now  an 
actiiiL!;  lieutenant  of  two  years' standino-,  1  should  for- 
feit all  that  time  it'  I  failed,  and  never  having  had 
the  benefit  of  a  na\'al  instructor,  owino-  to  bein^i;  othe' 
wise  employed  durino'  the  Crimean  war  and  in  Chin 
my  education  had  been  sadly  neglected  in  this  respect. 
]\loreover,  now  that  I  Imd  time  to  work,  our  naval 
instructor,  J.  K.  I.aughton  (iiow  Professor  i.au,!j,hton), 
one  of  the  best  mathi'maticians  in  the  service,  was 
too  ill  to  do  much  t.)  help,  so  the  only  thing-  was 
to  buckle  to  and  work  l)y  myself.  AVith  this  end 
I  made  a  map  of  the  starry  heavens,  took  daily  and 
nightly  observations  for  latitude  and  longitude,  be- 
sides double  altitudes  of  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars  for 
latitude  ;  also  practised  the  method  of  ascertaining 
the  longitude  at  sunrise  and  sunset,  which  is  useful 
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wnen,  is  oiten  nap[)ens,  tne  sun  is  ooscurea  aurmg 
the  day.  It  is  not  the  fashion  nowadays  to  trouble 
about  lunar  observations,  though  our  forefathers 
had  to  trust  to   them  entirely   before   the    days   of 
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f'hrononiotcrs,  and  1  kimw  of  one  Admiral  wlio 
ItC'lievos  ill  tlicm  to  this  day.  At  aiiyrato.  my 
work  duriiiL:;  tlu;  passau;*'  lionu*  served  my  ])ur|)oso, 
ami  ciialilcd  me  to  work  a  college  slun-t  without 
dilliculty. 

The  Calcutta  was  ])aid  otl'  at  I)ov^onp(U't  aftor  a 
couiniissioii  of  throe  years  and  nine  moiuiis.  Our 
kind  eajitain,  \V,  Kinn'-IIall,  left  us  to  no  out  to 
the.  North  American  stati(»ii  as  tlan-captain  to  Ad- 
miral Sir  Houston  Stewart,  and  1  would  <i,ladly  have 
followed  him  :  hut  heinu"  acting  lieutenant,  I  had  to 
pass  my  examinalioii  in  uiinnery  and  navigation,  and 
so  had  to  remain,  to  niv  very  great  regret.  Captain 
Hall  had  always  been  a  good  friend  to  me,  and 
what  I  know  of  scamanshi|)  I  owe  to  him.  He  was 
a  tiiorough  sailor  of  the  old  scle  nl,  and  though 
sometimes  al)ru[>t  and  plain-spoken,  was  one  of  the 
kindest  of  men.  I  was  twice  undei'  arrest  on  the 
voyage  home — once  for  "  nnitinv,"  as  he  called  it, 
and  also  for  breaking  my  leave  at  the  Cape  ;  hut 
he  never  thought  the  worse  of  me,  nor  I  of  him, 
for  that  matter,  and  we  [)arted  the  hest  of  friends, 
and  he  gave  me  the  best  certificate   [  ever  saw. 

I  hatl  just  a  month  to  get  through  my  examina- 
tions, and  having  done  so  with  satisfaction  to  myself, 
I  looked  forward  to  a  spell  ashore,  having  l)een  only 
six  weeks  in  England  in  nine  years,  v;hen,  to  my 
intense  disgust,  I  was  ordered  to  join  tlu-  Trafalgar 
in  the  Channel  Sipiadron  without  delay,  and  to 
report  the  day  I  joined  her.  It  is  such  treatment 
as  this  that  disgusts  officers  with  the  naval  service, 
and  drives  many  out  of  it.  A  soldier  would  liave 
had  at  least  a  year's  leave  after  serving  such  a  time. 
Ha})})ily,  things  are  better  now,  though  tiiere  is  still 
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room  for  im])roveTnent,  and  oWuv  rs  are  i^ranted  a 
certain  period  of  fiiil-pay  leave  in  proportion  to  the 
time  tliev  liave  been  absent  from  home.  The  Tra- 
falgar was  commanded  by  Captain  Edward  Fanshawe 
(now  xVdmiral  Si''  'i  Fanshawe),  one  of  the  smartest 
and  most  popular  otHccrs  iji  the  navy. 

Amongst  the  ohi(;ers  was  (jne  most  amusing  old 
fellow,  generally  distinguished  for  his  slovenly  aj)- 
p(\'ir;inee  and  bad  li'nguage.  He  had  serve-l  most 
ot  his  time  in  brigs  and  small  craft,  and  was  not 
quite  at  home  in  a  big  ship.  Som-i  of  his  yarns 
ar(!  worth  repealing.  As  midshipman  of  a  l)rig  on 
tlie  \\\\st  Coast,  the  gunroom  otHccrs  were  kept  wait- 
ing for  their  pea-soup,  and  going  forwaul  to  ascertain 
the  cause,  he  found  the  black  stev.ard  washing  his 
feet  in  tlie  soup-tureen,  preparatory  to  "  dishing  up"! 

The  boatswain  of  the  brig  was  challenged  by  the 
captain  of  a  French  sl>i[)  fjr  having  insulted  him, 
and  a  rendezvous  was  arranged  on  shore.  The 
boatswain  laiuh'd  with  a  shi})'s  pistol,  and  observ- 
ing the  Frenchman  waiting  with  his  second  under 
a  palm-tree,  he  at  once  openetl  fire  on  him,  and 
advanced  loading  and  firing  till  the  Frenchman 
took  to  his  heels. 

The  captain  of  the  brig  was  much  disliked  by  Ids 
oHicers,  and  being  ill  with  yellow  fever  and  likely 
to  die,  the  first  lieutenant  used  to  drill  the  marines 
in  the  Burial  Service  on  the  de(.*k  over  the  captain's 
cabin,  by  way  of  cheering  him  up,  the  corporal 
g'ving  hi  5  orders  in  a  loud  voice  thus,  "The  corpse 
IS  now  a-con\ing  up  the  'atdiway — reverse  harms ! " 
The  skipper  ultimately  recovered. 

M}'  eccentric  shipmate  at  one  time  commanded 
a   gunboat    up    the    Baltic,    and    having    had    the 
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musfortiino  to  run  her  ashore,  with  no  lead.smnn  in 
the  chains,  he  was  ordered  to  be  tried  hy  ((iiul- 
niartiah  Tiie  niojht  l)etbre  liie  trial  he  sent  for  n 
trusty  old  ([uarterniaster  into  his  cahin,  wIkmi  rlie 
Ibllowinii;  conversation  took  place  : — 

"  What  soundini'S  did  you  [f^t  ininicdiatelv  heloic 
the  ship  stru(tk  ?  " 

Quavtenaaster.  "Ale,  sir!  why,  I  wasn't  in  the 
chains  I " 

Captain.  '"  Silcnc*',  sir!  Remeniher  you  are  on 
oath!     What  soundino's  did  you  cet  !* " 

Qii(irt<'rinaster.  "Tm  fathom,  sir"! 

Cajitain  {hiiinWug  him  a  stiti"  glass  of  grop;).  "  You'iv 
pre[)ared  to  .iwcar  to  that?"  And  so  he  did  next 
day,  and  the  ca})tain  was  ac(juitteil. 

After  six  months'  Channel  ,sj;ro|(ino'  1  had  had 
enough  of  it,  and  having  applied  for  foreign  service, 
was  ap])ointed  first  lieutenant  of  the  W  as}),  a  steam 
sloop  of  tl'.irteen  guns  commissioned  for  service  on 
the  east  co;ist  of  Africa  for  the  sujjpression  of  the 
slave  trade.  This  appointment  w;is  a  good  one  for 
my  standing,  as  I  was  oiil;y  iweuty-two  years  of  age, 
and  had  two  and  a  half  years'  seniority  as  lieutenant ; 
and  so  it  might  have  been,  but  for  the  unfortunate 
circumstaiiees  atlfuding  the  Wasp's  short  hut  dis- 
astrous commission,  which  I  will  now  relate. 

The  W;  p  has  been  a  name  of  ill-omen  in  II.  M. 
service  of  late  years.  Two  vessels  of  that  name 
have  been  totally  lost — one  on  the  west  coast  of 
Ireland,  when  a  number  of  oihcers  and  men  perished 
and  later  the  other,  a  gun-vessel,  foundered  in  the 
China  seas,  and  not  a  trace  of  her  was  ever  heai'd 
of.  The  one  I  was  api)ointed  to  was  certainly  not 
lost,   but   came    very   near    being   so,  and   she    met 
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with  so  many  mishaps  during  her  short  commission 
of  twenty  months  that  it  is  a  wonder  she  ever 
readied  Enuland  ao;ain,  or  tliat  any  of  us  lived  to 
relate  our  adventures.  She  was  an  auxiliary  steam- 
sloop  of  1000  tons,  mounting  twelve  guns  of  small 
calibre  on  the  broadside  and  a  pivot  gun  on  the 
forecastle.  She  was  well  sparred,  and  sailed  well, 
but  her  small  steam-power  (100  power  nominal) 
only  sufficed  to  propel  her  seven  knots  under 
ffivourable  circumstances.  She  was,  therefore,  to 
all  intents  and  })ur[)Oses  a  sailing-vessel ;  and  she 
carried   175  othcers  and  men  all  tohl. 

On  June  9,  18G0,  we  slipped  our  moorings  at 
Shecrne^is  and  i)ro('eeded  under  sail  to  the  Downs, 
where  we  were  delayed  by  a  heavy  gale  from  the 
north-west ;  but  the  wind  veering  round  enabled 
us  to  make  a  run  for  Spithead.  Owing  to  a  thick 
fog  and  a  most  incom[)etent  navigator,  we  over- 
shot tiie  mark,  and  when  the  fog  lifted  we  found 
ourselves  off  Portland,  having  narrowly  escai)ed 
being  wrecked  at  the  l)ack  of  the  Isle  of  Wight — 
a  bad  beginning.  We  then  had  to  beat  back  to 
S})ithead.  From  there  we  proceeded  to  Plymouth, 
and  whilst  standing  "  otf-and-on "  near  the  break- 
water, we  very  nearly  went  on  the  rocks  at  Penlee 
Point.  OwiuL!:  to  these  blunders  we  cot  rid  of  our 
incapabh^  navigator  and  shipped  another  in  lieu, 
and  I  am  not  sure  that  he  was  ver}^  much  better. 
Having  made  this  necessary  change,  and  likewise 
discharged  a  drunken  lieutenant,  we  took  our  linal 
dei)aiture  from  the  shores  of  Old  England  on 
June  16. 

On  the  22nd,  whilst  the  ship  was  running  under 
sail  before  a  nice  breeze,  a  man  fell  overboard  about 
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6  P.M.  As  occasionally  ha})[)eiis  in  a  newly  com- 
missioned ship,  tlic  life-buoy  got  foul  and  could  not 
be  let  no,  and  the  boat  which  was  beinij  lowered 
capsized  at  the  davits,  throwing  all  her  crew  into 
the  water.  By  this  time  the  man  was  a  long  way 
astern,  and  seeing  that  he  could  not  swim,  and 
must  certainly  be  dr(j\vued,  1  went  overl>oard  after 
him,  and  was  foi-tuiuite  in  reairhing  him  before  he 
sank.  ^leanwhile  the  life-buoy  had  been  let  go, 
but  was  a  ver}^  long  way  olf:  the  ship  was  there- 
fore now  liove-to,  and  the  boat  havino;  l)een  righted, 
the  crew  got  into  it  again  and  pulled  to  our  assist- 
ance. During  these  operations  we  had  ample  leisure 
to  admire  our  little  ship  as  she  gracefully  bowed  to 
the  sea  witli  her  main-to))sail  to  the  mast.  To  cut 
the  st(ny  shorr,  we  were  both  rescued  after  l)eing 
half  an  hour  in  the  water,  none  the  worse  for  our 
ducking,  though  the  bluejacket  was  never  of  mu(;h 
account  afterwards,  and  took  the  first  opportunity 
of  deserting. 

The  next  day  we  picked  up  the  north-east  trade- 
wind,  which  carried  us  to  Madeira,  where  we  spent  a 
few  days  very  pleasantly.  On  leaving  the  island  our 
usual  bad  luck  (or  some  might  call  it  bad  seaman- 
ship) attended  us.  The  cajjtain,  who  had  a  decided 
objection  to  using  steam,  got  under  weigh  in  a  Hat 
calm  ;  having  mad(>  sail,  we  drifted  helplessly  about 
the  l)ay  till  \>'e  fell  foul  of  a  Tvijtuguese  schooner 
at  anchor,  and  smashed  her  up  considerably.  Her 
skipper,  awoke  from  liis  slumbers,  used  some  shock- 
ing language,  which  I  am  bound  to  say  was  excusable. 
Havino-  got  clear  of  this  craft,   we  drifted   foul   of 
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drifted  ionominiously  out  of  the  bay,  leavino-  two 
vessels  wrecked,  and  beinjx  much  damaijed  ourselves. 
So  much  for  economising  coal,  a  ton  or  so  of  which 
would  have  saved  all  the  troubles.  The  next  few 
days  was  pleasant  sailinu'.  We  passed  in  sight  of 
Palnias,  one  of  the  Canary  group,  and  crossed  the 
equator  on    IGth  July  witii  the  usual  ceremonies. 

Une  night,  when  running  before  a  strong  westerly 
gale  in  the  latitude  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  we 
were  taken  tliit  aback  in  a  hea,vy  S(|uall.  It  was  an 
awful  night,  ;is  dark  as  j)itch,  with  thunder,  light- 
ning, and  torrents  of  rain  ;  a  heavy  siui  was  running, 
and  the  ship  was  rolling  40  each  way;  sails  splitting, 
spars  crashing,  shot  and  other  rattle  Hying  about. 
All  hands  were  on  deck  shortening  sail,  l)Ut  it 
was  next  to  impossible  to  stand  ;  and  the  men 
aloft  had  as  nnich  as  they  could  do  to  hold  on.  In 
the  midst  of  the  confusion  the  wind  shifted  suddenly 
again,  taking  us  aback,  and  it  seemed  as  if  we  were 
about  w  founder  or  be  dismasted.  The  sea  at  this 
time  was  fc^arful  to  behold,  and  looked  as  if  it  was 
coming  aboard  us  every  moment.  We  had  run  into 
the  centre  of  a  cvclone.  Down  below  everything  was 
thrown  about  in  hopeless  confusion,  chests  and  boxes 
flying  about  all  over  the  place.  The  doctor  was  lying 
undc  the  wardroom -table,  where  he  remained  till 
mornnig,  when  we  dragged  him  out  more  dead  than 
alive. 

When  daylight  broke  the  gale  had  subsided,  and 
we  were  able  to  clear  away  the  wreck  of  broken  spars 
and  make  things  ship-shape.  Numbers  of  whales 
were  spouting  round  the  ship,  and  albatross  and  other 
sea-birds  followed  in  our  wake.  Un  17th  August, 
being  becalmed,  1  took  a  boat  and  left  the  ship  to 


>=>  M^ 


Tf^ 


ON    THE    ROCKS. 


\2'i 


d 


shoot  alKitvosses,  manv  of  wliioh  wore  in  siuht. 
Sailor.s  have  a  superstition  auaiiisr  shooting  these 
birds,  fearing  that  some  disaster  will  befall  the  ship 
in  consequence,  and  in  this  case  they  were  right. 
However,  none  of  the  l)irds  we  shot  were  wastetl :  their 
feet  made  excelh'nt  ba(.'cy-pouehes,  their  down  went  to 
stutf  })illows,  and  we  made  a  pie  of  their  bodi(>s.  One 
hears  fabulous  accounts  of  the  size  of  an  albatross, 
some  averring  they  have  known  tliem  to  measure  !(> 
feet  across  the  wings.  Tlu'  ones  we  shot  averaged  12 
to  13  feet  across  the  wings,  and  4  feet  from  ti|)  nf 
beak  to  tail.  Tiie  Jiead  and  beak  measured  fully  18 
inches.  The  hitter  is  a  formidable  weapon,  with  a  liook 
at  the  end.  On  the  24th  August  we  were  again  be- 
cahned  within  one  hundred  miles  of  the  Cape,  so  we 
had  another  go  at  the  albatross,  whereon  the  old  salts 
shook  their  heads.  The  same  evening  we  met  the 
niaibsteamer  from  Cape  Town,  it  having  left  that 
morning.  After  parting  with  her  we  got  up  steam 
for  the  first  time  since  leaving  England  two  months 
previously. 

Tlie  morninSij  of  the  25th  was  ushered  m  with  a 
dense  fog,  so  that  we  could  not  see  a  ships  lengtli 
ahead.  According  to  custom,  1  had  the  morning 
watch,  so  I  put  k'adsmen  in  the  chains  and  lookout 
men  on  the  forecastle,  and  kept  a  shar[)  look  out. 
On  the  captain  coming  on  deck  at  7.30  1  asked  him 
if  he  did  not  intend  t(3  stop  on  account  of  the  fog. 
He  said  he  shoukl  do  so  at  eight  o'clock.  As  eight 
bells  were  reported,  the  cry  came  from  forward. 
"Breakers  ahead!"  Instantly  the  engines  were  re- 
versed and  the  helm  put  hard-a-[)ort ;  but  too  late! 
and  with  an  awful  crash  she  was  on  the  rocks,  her 
frame  quivering  from  stem  to  stern.     For  the  next 
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few  mimit(\s  it  sociiumI  as  if  it  was  ;ill  up  witli  tlie 
sliip  :  slio  l)iimp('(l  heavily,  and  presently  larj^e  pieces 
of  timber  detached  from  her  bottom  c;imc  uj)  alonsj- 
.side.  liookiiir^  over  the  side,  the  rocks  could  1)C 
]>lainly  ol)served,  with  kelp  as  thick  as  a  m;in's  leg 
attached  to  them,  but  no  sign  of  land  could  we  see 
thougli  so  close  at  hand. 

The  ]>innace  was  now  hoisted  out  and  an  anchor 
laid  out  astern — a  matter  of  no  small  ditHculty  with 
the  ship  bumping  and  straining,  the  masts  ([uivering, 
and  the  decks  heaving  as  though  she  were  breaking 
up.  In  the  midst  of  all  this  excitement,  the  doctor's 
voice  could  be  heard  loud  above  the  din,  crying 
out,  "Oh,  she's  going  to  the  bottom!  she's  going 
to  the  l»ottom!"  Turning  to  the  master,  who  was 
alongside  nic  on  the  bridge,  I  told  him  to  go  and 
calm  the  doctor.  So,  putting  his  head  down  the 
hatchway,  he  sang  out,  "  Why,  you  old  fool,  she's 
on  the  bottom  1 "  After  this  there  was  silence 
below. 

The  position  of  the  ship  at  this  time  was  most 
critical.  'J'here  v.as  a  heavy  swell  setting  in  from 
seaward,  lifting  up  the  stern  ami  bringing  it  down 
again  with  a  crash  that  set  all  the  l)ells  ringing  and 
the  masts  shaking  as  though  they  were  going  over 
the  side.  An  iron  shi})  must  have  broken  up  quickly, 
but  being  a  stout  oak-built  little  craft  she  stood  a  lot 
of  1)um])in<»-,  During  this  time  the  anchor  was  laid 
out  and  the  cable  hove  taut,  the  engine  going  full 
speed  astern  ;  but  all  to  no  pur[K)se»  the  shij)  would 
not  start,  so  the  captain  ordered  me  to  heave  the  guns 
overboard,  with  the  exception  of  two  which  were  firing 
signals  of  distress.  AVliilst  in  the  act  of  carrying  out 
these  orders  the  ship  slipped  otf  into  deep  water  just 
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in  time  to  savo  the  p;iiii.s.  Tho  fog  now  lifted,  show- 
ing the  cliffs  towering  high  jihove  our  mast-hejxls,  nnd 
the  surf  hreakiug  heavily  on  tjie  roeky  eoast.  We  had 
struck  on  a  part  of  the  coast  midway  hetwecn  Simon's 
Bay  and  Table  Bay,  a  spot  at  which  no  shij)  that 
had  gone  on  shore  ever  came  otf  again.  We  now  h't 
go  our  anchor  and  s()unde(l  the  ]iumps,  when  we  found 
her  to  be  leaking  l)adly.  .Meantime  (Uir  guns  had  lieen 
heard  at  Simon's  ]*)ay,  and  the  Sidoi.  cann^  out  to 
our  assistance  and  esi^ortcd  us  to  the  anchorage.  An 
examination  of  the  ship  showed  lier  to  be  very  seri- 
ously damaged,  the  divers  re}iorting  that  most  of  tho 
main  keel  was  gom^ ;  and  as  tliere  was  at  that  time  n(» 
dock  on  the  station,  wv  were  ordered  to  Mauritius  to 
be  docke<l.  Our  departure  was,  however,  dek'iyetl  for 
two  montiis,  to  enable  the  shi[)  to  take  part  in  the 
cerenionv  of  laving  the  foundation-stone  of  tlie  break- 
water  in  Tai)le  Bay  by  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh.  Dur- 
ing the  festivities  connected  witli  the  function  I  took 
the  op[)ortunity  of  visiting  Itoijljen  Island  for  the 
purpose  of  shooting. 

Kobben  Island  was  then,  and  I  l)elieve  is  still,  used 
as  a  convict  settlement,  a  lunatic  asylum,  and  a  leper 
hospital.  The  island  swarmed  with  game,  and  I  had 
a  good  time,  returning  to  the  ship  with  a  lieav}'  bag 
of  francolin,  rabbits,  and  (juail.  The  doctor  in  charge 
was  most  kind,  and  put  me  up  in  the  lunatic  as^dum, 
1  dined  at  his  table;  his  servants  were  all  lepers,  and 
his  guests  lunatics,  so  we  were  a  very  mixed  Jtarty. 
The  doct(»r  also  provided  me  with  a  guide  to  .show  me 
the  whereabouts  of  the  game.  This  individual,  by 
name  Dick,  was  a  criminal  lunatic,  having  murdered 
his  father;  but  he  was  j)ronounced  to  be  (piite  harm- 
less, and  he  certainly  was  a  most  amusing  companion : 
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still,  1  took  cnro  not  to  lend  him  my  gun,  ;i.s  I  had  no 
wish  to  bo  served  the  same  way  as  he  had  served  hi.s 
father. 

On  L'lid  ()ctol)or  18(30  we  sailed  for  the  Mau- 
ritius, and  on  the  2lst  arrived  at  Port  Louis  and 
<lor'ked  in  the  Trou  Fanfaron.  The  next  two  months 
were  most  pleasantly  spent  in  this  lovely  i-^land, 
during  which  time  we  madt^  many  friends,  and  en- 
joyed the  hospitality  for  which  all  classes  of  the 
community  are  celehrated.  The  island  of  Mauritius 
is  of  volcanic  origin,  though  no  active  volcano  exists 
at  the  present  time.  Tin;  celebrated  "Petei-  Botte  " 
mountain  is  the  highest,  rising  to  about  4000  feet, 
and  is  of  remarkable  shape.  It  has  been  fre(piently 
ascended  during  recent  years,  l)ut  at  the  time  of  our 
visit  oidy  two  parties  had  ever  reache(l  the  summit. 
The  captain  and  I  determined  to  attempt  it,  and  with 
this  obj(»ct  we  made  a  preliminary  ex])cdition.  We 
reached  the  slioulder  of  the  mountain  without  difti- 
culty,  but  finding  it  impossible  to  proceed  higher 
without  ropes  and  other.  ai)pliances,  we  deferred 
further  p.rocecdings  till  another  occasion,  an  account 
of  which  1  will  relate  by-and-by. 

A  day  or  two  before  the  ship  was  ready  for  st'a  an 
amusing  thing  ha}>pened.  Near  l)y  lis  was  a  merchant 
bark,  and  on  one  of  her  ropes  was  hanging  a  seaman's 
frock.  Now  this  is  a  recognised  signal,  well  un<ler- 
stood  by  seamen  all  over  the  world,  that  on  hoard 
that  ship  is  a  man  who  is  desirous  of  joining  a  man- 
of-war,  so  we  sent  a  boat  aboard  her  and  she  l)rought 
back  a  fine-looking  man  named  J(din  Sutton.  I  asked 
him  his  reason  for  wishing  to  leave  his  ship.  He 
modestly  replied  that  it  was  owing  to  a  little  mis- 
understanding with   the   captain.      I   tlien   sent  the 


.' 


I. 


ON    THK    LOOK-OUT    FOR   SLAVKI5S. 


127 


boat  back  for  fui'thcr  })articul:irs.  Tlio  oaptiiiii  iii- 
form(Ml  mo  tliat  8nttnu  liad  thrown  l»im  «n'»'rlH)ai'(l  ! 
We  shipped  liim  at  once,  and  he  pi-ovod  a  valuable 
acquisition:  he  stood  by  me  at  a  very  critiral  tinn', 
and  remained  in  the  ship  as  loni^as  I  was  in  her;  but 
1  heard  that  afterwards  he  run  away,  and  probably 
returned  to  the  merchant  service,  where  the  discipline 
is  not  so  strict  as  on  a  man-of-war. 

The  Adniirab  *Sir  Henry  K(']»pel,  arrived  at  ^lau- 
ritius  before  we  sailed,  and  a  court  ol  in(juiry  was 
hehl  on  the  Wasp's  tfrouuibng  off  the  Cape,  the  result 
being  that  nobody  was  held  to  l)lame.  As  th(!  Admiral 
]iad  expr(,'ssed  his  opinion  that  lu^  wouhbi't  give  a 
danni  for  any  one  who  did  not  get  his  ship  ashore, 
the  verdict  of  the  court  was  not  unex[)ected. 

On  l)e(*cml)er  1st  we  sailed  for  the  .Sevchelles, 
where  we  remained  ten  days  to  give  the  men  a  run 
ashore,  when  we  left  for  the  Mozand)ique  in  com])any 
with  the  Persian  brig.  A\'e  outsailed  the  brii;,  and 
arrived  off  Zanzibar  twenty-four  hours  ahead  of  her; 
but  instead  of  going  into  liarbour,  the  ca])tain,  to  our 
disgust,  l)ore  away  for  the  ]\Iozambi(|ue  Channeb 
By  this  evolution  we  lost  a  most  valuable  })rize, 
which  had  been  detained  l)y  our  consul  to  await  the 
arrival  of  the  first  man-of-war.  Arriving  off  ihc 
island  of  iMonfia,  1  was  sent  away  in  the  ])innace  to 
look  for  slavers.  .My  orders  were  to  board  any  sus- 
picious-looking dhows  :  if  they  had  no  pa])ers  they 
were  to  be  seized  as  pi'izes  and  taken  to  the  nearest 
port;  but  should  they  have  pa[»ers,  it  was  considered 
a  still  more  suspicious  circumstance,  and  they  were  to 
be  taken  possession  of.  Unfortunately  we  saw  none; 
but  I  had  a  pleasant  cruise,  ami  rejoined  the  ship  at  a 
rendezvous  a  week  aftexwards.     During  this  trip  we 
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nsoended  tlu3  iiUtiny  livcr  to  look  tor  slMVc-dhows. 
Tlic  river  IkkI  never  lieeii  exjilored,  ;iii(l  it  \v;is} 
Iic(!cssiir3'  to  take  a  |»ilot,  as  tliere  was  a  dangerous 
l)ar  aei'oss  tlie  iiioutli,  I  told  tlio  pilot  tliat  it'  we 
touched  on  the  har  he  woulil  he  thi'<t\vii  o\crhoard. 
Sure  cMiout;ii  we  struck,  and  overl)oard  went  the  |iih»t, 
^vllo  escaped  to  tlic  shore.  We  tlien  continued  down 
the  coast.  visitiiiLi;  some  of  the  l?ortuij,iicso  setthMnents. 
as  tar  as  |l»o,  when  we  turned  altout  and  stecrtMl  to 
the  northwanh  The  naviu;iition  of  tliis  jiait  of  the 
coast  is  j>artieuhirly  (hinj;erous,  heing  imperfectly 
.surveyed,  and  ahoumling  in  coral-reefs  extending  I'ar 
out  from  the  mainland,  and  the  currents  ai-"  so  strong 
that  on  one  occasion  we  were  set  120  miles  to  th(( 
.southward  in  twenty  -  four  hours.  .\fter  eoasiing 
along  for  some  distance,  we  crashed  upon  one  of 
these  coral-reefs  at  (>  I'.M.,  where  we  remained  for 
the  night.  The  spot  where  we  had  piletl  up  was  in 
hit.  12  S.  and  h)ng.  40  E.,  near  to  a  small  ishuul 
called  Congo, — a  desolate,  uninhal)ited  place  covered 
with  low  scruh  and  a  few  ti-ees.  The  <'liart  inarke(l 
five  fathoms  at  low  water  where  the  ship  was  aground  ; 
l>ut  this  was  not  the  case,  and  at  low  water  the  shi]) 
was  high  and  dry.  There  was  ti  rise  and  fall  of  13 
feet,  .so  at  top  of  high  water  she  was  afloat  ;  hut  the 
first  night  she  la}'  o\'er  on  her  lieam-eiids,  ami  we 
walked  round  her,  having  first  secured  everything  to 
prevent  its  fetching  away. 

The  next  morning,  having  laid  out  an  anchor 
astern,  we  hove  her  oil  into  dee])  water;  and  we 
miifht  have  sjiot  clear  away  without  further  damaoe, 
liut  unfortunately,  iu  seeking  for  a  passage  through 
the  reef,  we  managed  to  get  ashore  again,  iu  a  far 
worse  position  than  we  were  before.     This  time  we 
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failed  to  move  licr,  notwitlistiindiiin'  all  our  fHV>rts; 
and  as  the  tide  fell,  s\iv  rented  (»u  a  roek  under  her 
I»ili2,e,  causini^  her  to  creak  and  i^roan  as  if  her  hack 
was  hroken.  The  engines  also  were  lifted  from  their 
hed,  so  \vc  were  de})rived  of  theii-  ht'l[).  The  shi|)  was 
now  heelinuj  17  ,  so  we  ho\c  thr  nuns  overhoard,  and 
landed  some  pro\isions  and  water  in  ease  of  her 
breaking  up.     The  shi[>  was  straining  much,  several 
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of  licr  Iteams  l>"oke,  and  tlie  water  j)oured  into  her 
as  into  a  hasket.  Anehors  were  hiid  out  ahead  and 
astern,  and  preparations  nnidc  for  hmding  the  crew, 
tents  rigged,  and  tanks  got  up  from  hrhtw,  as  tiiere 
was  no  water  on  the  island.  The  siek  men  were 
landed  with  the  assistant -surgeon  and  a  guard  of 
marines.  For  several  days  we  worked  hard  at 
landing  provisions  and  stores  preparatory  to   leav- 
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inc;  the  ship.  Duriiiijj  tliis  time  tho  men  wore 
cxpo.-od  to  a  tropical  suii,  mid  tho  lal)our  was  most 
trviiio-. 

Oil  tlic  3rd  Foltruary  the  oaptain  ordered  me  to 
t,'et  ready  to  proceed  to  Zanzil>ar  in  tlie  cutter,  a 
small  open  Ix^a^  25  feet  long;  and  the  same  evening 
I  started  with  ..  nill  boat's  crew,  an  interpreti'r,  and 
as  much  water  and  provision.!  as  W(>  could  stow.  The 
position  of  the  ship  at  this  time  was  such  that  it 
seemed  extremely  unlikely  she  would  ever  come  oti", 
or  would  tloat  if  she  did.  I  felt  sorrv  for  the 
captain,  and  .said  good-bye  to  my  sliipmates,  feel- 
ing doul)tful  if  I  should  ver  see  tliem  again,  for 
indee.I  the  chances  were  against  it.  The  pro.s})ect 
before  us  was  not  very  cheerful.  Zanzil)ar  was  at 
least  four  hundred  miles  oti'  and  dead  to  windward, 
and  the  north-east  monsoon  blew  ritiht  in  our  teeth, 
against  which  1  should  hrvc  to  thrash  in  an  open 
boat,  with  no  sort  of  shelter  from  the  weather;  more- 
over, the  boat  was  dangerously  deep  in  the  water.  I 
want  d  to  leave  some  of-  the  men  bel;iiid,  but  the 
captain  would  not  allow  it,  thinking  it  safer  to  take 
the  whole  boat's  crew,  in  case  of  accidents,  or  troul)le 
with  the  natives,  who  are  notoriously  hostile  on  that 
pau  of  the  coat:;!.  Uur  troubles  .soon  began,  for  we 
were  hardly  out  of  sight  of  the  ship  when  we  were 
struck  by  a  heavy  squall,  which  threw  the  boat  on 
her  beam-ends,  although  wr  shorteni'd  all  sail.  T!ie 
sipiall  came  down  as  black  as  night,  accom})anied  by 
thunder,  lightning,  and  blinding  rain;  the  water 
poured  over  the  gunwale,  and  we  nearly  foundered. 
I  jammed  the  helm  up,  and  ordered  the  men  to  throw 
the  water- breakers  o\erl)oard  to  li<diten  her.  The 
boat   righted  as  she  got  before  the  wind,  and  Hew 
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iK'fore  tlie  gale  till  the  s(iiiall  pasi^ed,  leaving  us  half 
drowned,  with  the  loss  of  provisions  and  watv-r,  ex- 
cept one  hreidvcr.  However,  after  I)aling  out  the 
l)oat,  and  serving  out  a  glass  of  grog  all  round,  we 
felt  better,  and  hauled  to  the  wind.  After  beating 
two  days  and  nigliis  we  reached  a  place  c!dle(l  Toiigy 
Bay,  where  we  landed  to  stretch  our  legs  an<l  dry 
our  clothes.  An  Aral)  chief  kindly  gave  us  a  slieep, 
which  was  very  aeeeptal)le,  as,  owing  to  th^  heav}'' 
sea,  we  had  not  been  able  to  cook  anything,  and  had 
to  eat  our  pork  raw. 

The  next  inornin'j;  we  a!>ain  started,  feeling  much 
refreshed  ;  but  we  met  with  so  heavy  a  sea  we  had 
to  Ijear  up  for  Tongy,  when;  we  anchored  for  tlie 
night.  The  next  day  we  succeeded  in  weathering 
C'a[ie  Delgailo,  and  fetched  in  otf  the  mouth  of  the 
llovuma  river.  By  this  time  1  found  that  the  cox- 
swain, Jo!in  Sutton,  was  the  oidy  man  who  could 
be  trusted  to  steer,  so  he  and  1  took  turn  and  turn 
abo„'  nitiht  and  day  for  the  rest  of  the  voyaue.  On 
the  Oth  Ftl)rnary  it  came  on  to  Itlow  hard,  with 
the  usual  accom[»animents  of  thundi>r,  lightning,  and 
heavy  rain,  so  I  ran  iov  shelter  to  Kiswara,  a  slaving 
port,  where  we  remained  for  the  night,  and  n-plen- 
ished  our  stock  of  water  and  <»ot  a  few  cocoa-nuts. 
For  the  next  forty-eight  hours  we  continued  beating 
to  windward,  eating  our  food  raw  as  before,  as  it  was 
impossil>le  to  cook  it.  Getting  an  observation  of  the 
sun,  I  found  we  were  in  lat.  8'  57'  S.,  and  being  off 
the  port  of  (^)uiloa,  I  ran  in  and  anchored  for  the 
night.  We  found  some  old  fortiiieatiois  at  this 
place,  also  l>arricaues  for  slaves. 

On  the  r2th  we  sailed  at  daylight,  and  after  i)eat- 
ing  ^o   windward   all   day,   arrived  at   another  [tort, 
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called  Kivingo.  Our  appearance  (\iiised  quite  a 
sensation  as  we  stood  into  the  liarltour  with  colours 
Hyino-  and  ran  the  ])oat  on  the  beach.  It  was  rather 
risky,  l)ut  we  wanted  food  and  water.  We  wert' 
immediately  surrounded  l)y  a  mob  of  blacks,  who 
had  j)roliably  never  seen  a  white  man  l)efore.  They 
could  easily  have  massacred  the  lot  of  us ;  but  tliink- 
inii"  it  was  wise  to  put  on  a  bohl  fiwo,  I  told  the 
interpreter  to  in<piire  f(n-  the  Arab  cliief,  and  we 
went  up  to  the  vill;itj;e  together,  takinji;  no  weapons. 
AVe  found  the  old  cliief  enjoyino-  his  pipe  in  front 
of  his  house,  and  at  liis  wish  I  sat  down  beside  him. 
He  was  a  fine,  l)eiu:'Volent-looking  old  fellow,  with  a 
lono;  white  beard  and  l)lue  eves,  and  he  took  much 
interest  in  our  adventures.  I  showed  him  my  chart, 
poiutiuij;  out  the  position  of  the  ship,  and  explained 
the  object  of  our  mission.  lie  would  not  believe  we 
had  come  all  the  way  in  an  open  boat,  and  insisted 
on  coming  to  look  at  it  ;  and  when  he  heard  we 
had  been  already  ten  da\s  at  sea,  he  said  he  should 
send  me  the  rest  of  the  way  to  Zanzibar  in  a  dhow. 
Thanking  him  for  his  kindness,  I  told  him  I  would 
wait  thirty-six  hours  to  recruit  my  men  and  obtain 
S(mie  provisions,  and  if  the  dhow  was  then  ready  I 
would  accept  his  oM'ei',  but  if  not,  1  must  go  on  in 
the  boat.  The  old  man  then  gave  me  a  bullock, 
which  I  promptly  shot.  Jle  also  gave  us  sonu'  dates, 
and  ordered  a  house  to  be  prepared  for  me  ;  but  the 
place  was  so  filth}'  I  i>referred  to  sleep  in  vr>y  boat, 
as  well  as  for  better  security  in  the  event  of  treachery, 
as  we  had  no  reason  to  be  liked  by  the  Arabs,  our 
vocation  being  op[)osed  to  their  i»roceedings.  Spread- 
ing the  sails  over  the  boat,  we  passed  a  peaceful 
night,  being  only  disturbed  by  the  barking  of  a  dog. 
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However,  I  settled  him  with  a  ritie-hall.  In  the 
morning"  the  owner  of  tlie  dog  demanded  siitisfaetion, 
wliich  he  failed  to  obtain.  AVhilst  having  our  l)rrak- 
fast  the  natives  again  thronged  us,  and  as  they 
became  a  nuisance,  and  the  hoiupiet  (VAfriquc  was 
rather  pronounced,  I  dii-ected  one  of  the  boat's  crew 
to  disperse  them,  which  lie  did  by  charging  into  the 
midst  of  the  crowd  with  a  4db.  piece  of  })ork  tied  to 
a  string,  with  which  he  struck  out  right  and  left. 
The  natives,  wlio  abhor  pork,  fled  in  all  directions, 
and  molested  us  no  furtjier.  1  informed  tiic  chief 
that  I  should  sail  at  daylight,  whetlua*  the  dhow  was 
ready  or  not ;  and  as  she  did  not  appear,  1  departed, 
leaving  the  intorpretcn-  l)ehind,  his  room  l)eing  })ref- 
erable  to  his  company. 

Noon  of  the  VM\\  Februar}',  we  anchored  under 
the  lee  of  Tonga  Island,  where  we  remained  for  the 
night,  as  we  were  all  exhausted  and  wet  to  the  skin. 
One  of  tile  Ijoat's  crew  showed  symptcjms  of  illness, 
S(i  1  dozed  hitn  with  rum  and  <p.iinine,  and  several 
others  complained  from  being  constantly  wet.  The 
next  morning  we  were  working  to  windward  when 
it  fell  Hat  calm,  and  we  were  ra[>idly  drifted  by  a 
strong  tide-race  towards  a  coral-reef,  u[>on  wliieh  a 
fearful  sea  was  ])reaking.  The  sails  being  useless, 
we  took  to  the  oars;  but  the  broken  water  knocked 
them  out  of  the  men's  hands.  It  was  too  deep  to 
anchor,  and  we  were  hel[)les.s.  The  black  rocks  stood 
up  like  a  wall,  with  a  raging  surf  breaking  against 
them.  The  sea  was  now  coming  ovei'  lioth  gunwales, 
and  our  destruction  seemed  certain,  for  the  instant  the 
boat  touched  the  rocks  she  wouhl  have  been  dashed 
to  pieces  and  every  soul  devoured  l)y  sharks,  which 
crowded   rovuid  us  eager  for  their  i»rey.     Just  as  it 
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seemed  we  were  alioiit  to  he  dashed  upon  tlie  rocks 
a  breeze  sprang  up  from  off  the  land,  whidi  soon, 
l)y  God's  mercy,  carried  us  out  of  danger.  We 
lioped  to  have  reached  the  slielter  of  Cliooga  Island 
before  dark,  but  the  wind  blew  so  strongly  in  our 
teeth  that  we  were  unal»le  to  fetch  it;  so  we  had 
to  carry  on  all  nigiit,  and  at  daylight  we  found 
ourselves  (»lf  the  mouth  of  the  Lufigy  river.  We 
then  tried  to  run  under  the  lee  of  the  island  of 
jMonfia,  but  were  blown  to  leeward,  and  it  took  us 
all  night  to  work  up  to  it.  On  the  IGth,  however, 
we  managed  to  fetch  the  south  end  of  the  island, 
where  we  lande{l  and  hauled  the  boat  up  on  the 
beach,  that  we  might  be  able  to  replenish  our  water- 
]>reaker,  and  lay  in  a  stock  of  cocoa-nuts,  ami  dry 
our  clothes  in  the  sun. 

For  some  time  previously  1  had  oxerheard  some 
grumbling  amoMgst  the  men,  who  despaired  of  our 
ever  reaching  Zanzibar.  {\)  to  this  time  I  had 
taken  no  notice  of  tlu'ir  remarks,  eonsiderin!''  that 
under  the  circumstances,  iuu\  aliowini";  for  the  hard- 
shijis  they  had  undergone,  some  griunliling  might 
l)e  excused  ;  but  thinking  this  a  favourable  moment, 
I  harangued  them  on  the  beach.  I  toM  tliem  that 
I  had  l!"ard  their  remarks  and  did  not  blame  them, 
as  We  had  had  a  i)ad  tini'.',  and  that  probai)ly  more 
hardshi]»s  were  in  store  f<»r  us  before  we  reached  our 
destination;  but  as  we  had  }ierformed  two-thirds  of 
our  perilous  voyage,  1  had  no  doubt  of  completing 
the  remainder.  I  told  them  1  onlv  wanted  volun- 
teers,  and  would  have  no  [)ressed  men  with  me,  and 
that  if  only  three  would  hel[)  me  to  work  the  boat, 
I  would  put  the  rest  of  them  on  board  a  dhow  which 
I  saw  at  anchor  in  the  bay,  and  send  them  in  her 
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to  Zanziljar.  This  arraiigeiiu'iit,  1  pointed  out,  would 
have  the  advantafr*'  that  if  tlie  Itoat  were  lost,  tliose 
ill  the  dhow  would  comimiiiieate  with  tiie  consul, 
and  inform  him  of  the  eiitical  condition  of  the  ship. 
Besides  this,  tin  boat,  beinj^  li_u;hter,  would  sail  faster. 
]  felt  that  I  should  not  be  very  sorry  to  get  rid  of 
them,  but  this  I  kept  to  myself.  Tlie  men  were  a 
good  deal  surprised,  and  somewhat  ashamed;  but 
at  the  <'()nelusioii  of  my  s[)eech  four  of  them  im- 
mediately stepped  forward  and  said  they  would  go 
anywhere  with  me.  Foremost  among  these  was  John 
Sutton,  the  coxswain,  wlio  expressed  his  readiness  to 
go  to  Ii —  with  me  if  I  desired.  As  I  had  no  wish 
to  test  the  honest  fellow's  lovaltv  to  this  extent,  we 
embarked  in  th,.  boat  and  boardeil  the  dhow.  The 
Arab  e.a})tain  was  somewhat  astonished  wjieii  a  boat- 
load of  sunburnt  sailors,  in  very  ra^i^cil  (dothes  and 
no  shoes,  scrambled  over  the  side.  .My  own  attire 
eonsisteil  of  a  tlaniud  shirt,  iluck  trousers,  and  an 
old  uniform  cap — no  shoes  or  stockings.  None  of 
us  had  shaved  since  leaving  the  ship,  and  altogetiier 
we  must  have  presented  a  ruttiaiily  ap[)earanee,  and 
were  probably  taken  for  ]»irates.  Having  no  inter- 
preter. I  had  some  ditHcuIty  in  ex|»laining  that  he 
luul  to  go  to  Zanzibar  with  some  of  the  men.  When 
he  did  understand  he  strongly  objected,  as  his  course 
lay  in  the  opi>osite  direction,  and  he  was  inclined 
to  be  saucy;  but  a  loaded  rilie  a}iplied  to  his  head 
had  a  wonderful  eii'e<(  in  (pii(;keiiing  his  understand- 
ing. 8o  we  soon  arraiiged  matters,  and  gave  him 
to  understaii<l  that  he  would  be  well  paid  for  the 
job  on  arri\al  at  Zanzibar.  Having  divided  the  [iro- 
visions — namely,  half  a  keg  of  dates  and  a  little  pork 
— and  given  them  one  of  the  two  ritles  we  possessed, 
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we  parted.  I  waited  to  see  the  dhow  fairly  started, 
and  then  returned  to  the  shore  to  fill  our  breaker 
with  water  and  get  some  cocoa-nuts. 

The  tide  being  unfavourable,  I  remained  at  anchor 
for  the  night ;  and  the  next  morning,  having  shot  a 
monkey  and  a  few  pigeons,  we  started,  but  soon  had 
to  anchor  again,  on  account  of  the  wind  and  current 
beino-  aaainst  us.  Several  dhows  also  anchored  near 
us.  The  next  day,  February  19,  whilst  getting  under 
weigh,  a  dhow  fell  foul  of  us,  carrying  away  our 
bowsprit ;  but  during  the  confusion  that  ensued  we 
boarded  her  and  took  a  fine  sjtar  out  of  her  to 
make  a  new  one,  when  we  sheered  olf  and  beat  up 
between  the  maiidand  and  .Monfia.  The  boat  sailed 
much  better  than  before,  but  was  so  lively  that  she 
shi[)pcd  a  lot  of  water,  obliging  us  to  be  constantly 
baling.  The  same  evcninu'  we  overhauled  the  dhow 
with  our  men  on  board,  and  soon  after  we  anchored 
for  the  ni<dit.  Next  mornino-  1  went  ashore  with 
Sutton  on  a  foraging  expedition,  as  our  provisions 
were  nearly  exhausted.  There  was  a  village  about 
a  mile  inland,  the  natives  of  which  were  known  to 
be  hostile  .  so  T  anchored  the  boat  some  little  way 
from  the  beach  and  hauled  her  stern  in  to  the 
shore  ready  for  a  start  in  case  of  any  trouble,  so 
that  we  could  get  aboar<!  quickly,  and  told  the 
men  to  keep  a  sharp  look-out.  Sutton  and  1  then 
proceeded  to  reconnoitre  the  village.  1  was  armed 
with  a  rith'  loaded  with  chopped-up  lead,  as  we 
had  no  shot.  Presently  we  espied  two  fine  fat 
oeese  feeding,  so  getting  their  heads  in  a  line  1 
knocked  them  Ijoth  over.  The  report  aroused  the 
villagers,  who  at  once  gave  chase.  Sutton  seized 
one   goose,   I  the  other,   ami    made    tracks    for   the 
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boat ;  but  we  had  not  gone  far  when  Sutton  ndled 
over  into  some  thorny  scrub  and  said  he  couhl  ^o 
no  farther,   as  his   feet   were   full    of  thorns.       Our 
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pursuers,  armed  with  spenrs,  were  now  only  a  few 
hundred  yards  off,  and  there  was  no  time  t<>  lose, 
so  I  pulled  the  thorns  out  of  his  feet  and  jjjot 
him  on   his  legs  again,  when  we  started  afresh,  he 
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leavino;  his  goose  but  I  sticking:?  to  mine  ;  and  we 
reached  the  boat,  jumped  in,  and  liauled  off  to 
our  anchor.  Tlic  men  had  seen  the  chase  and 
were  all  ready  for  us,  so,  hoisting  our  sail,  we 
were  soon  out  of  reach  of  our  pursuers,  who  stood 
on  the  beach  shaking  their  spears  at  us  whilst  we 
[)lucked  the  goose  over  the  stern.  Sutton's  V(  rsion 
of  the  above  incident,  as  told  to  an  atbniring 
audience  on  the  Wasp's  forecastle  after  our  return 
to  the  ship,  was  very  fine.  Wlu'U  he  canu'  to  the 
])art  where  he  dro})ped  his  goose  he  used  to  wind 
u[),  "And  T  says  to  Mr  Kennedy,  How  al)out  the 
goose  ? "  The  language  whi(,'h  he  put  into  my 
mouth  relative  to  that  goose  (to  which,  however, 
I  (h)n't  })lead  guilty)  always  brought  (h)wn  the 
liouse,  and  was  received  with  roars  of  laughter  by 
the  ship's  company. 

February  '20  we  met  with  a  stroma  breeze  acjainst 
us,  but  made  good  })rogress,  though  shipping  a  lot 
of  water,  kee|)in<j;  us  constantly  wet  and  uiving 
us  plenty  ti>  do  baling  out  th..'  boat.  Our  pro- 
visions were  now  reduced  to  the  h)\vest  ebl),  and 
there  was  no  prospect  of  getiing  more  till  we 
reached  Zanzibar.  At  noon  we  were  in  hit.  7"  G'  8., 
and  no  land  in  sight.  AVe  carried  a  heavy  press 
of  sail  all  night,  Sutton  and  1  taking  turns  at  the 
helm,  steering  by  the  stars. 

February  21,  n(»  land  visible,  provisions  compl(>tely 
exhausted,  and  wind  dea<l  foul.  I  found  some  cigars 
in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  which  I  s(>rved  out  equally. 
The  men  were  very  cheery,  singing  songs  and  asking 
for  another  slice  of  turkey  and  !iam,  and  suchlike 
chatl".  Whilst  taking  my  noon  observation  I  fell 
overboard,  but  was  soon  picked  up,  sextant  and  all. 
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At  sunset  laii<l  was  sitrlited  on  tlie  stjirl'oai'fl-l)o\v 
and  ifrcotcd  with  clicors,  liiit  it  was  still  a  lonu;  way 
oH",  and  tlic  wind  was  contrary.  WC  (.-arriiMl  on 
all  through  tin;  niiiiit,  and  at  dayli,'j;ht,  Ki'liruary 
22,  tile  south  end  of  ZanzilKir  was  well  in  si^ht. 
At  this  time  wu  had  not  a  droj)  of  water  left, 
and  had  heen  without  food  for  three  days.  A 
fishing-l)oat  was  si^iJihtcMl  to  windward,  to  which  we 
gave  chase,  and  after  tiring  several  shots  1  [)Ut  a 
hall  through  her  sail,  which  brought  her  to.  We 
got  a  large  hread-fruit  out  of  her,  and  gave  the 
owner  some  j)owder  in  exchange.  AH  day  we 
worked  up  against  the  hreeze,  and  at  sunset  we 
landed  on  the  south  side  of  the  island  and  pro- 
eured  a  plentiful  sujiply  of  cocoa-nuts,  when  we 
again  proceeded,  and  tlu;  next  day  at  4  I'.M.  we 
ran  through  the  shipping  at  anchor  oti'  the  town 
with  our  colours  Hying,  and  Iteached  I  he  hoat 
abreast  of  the  l^ritisli  consulate,  havinu"  been  nine- 
teen  days  ou  the  passage. 

I  at  once  put  on  my  coat  and  shoes,  and  re- 
ported myself  to  the  consul,  Colonel  Uigb}',  a  fine 
old  soldier,  who  gave  me  a  heart}'  welcome  and 
a  good  dinner,  the  fii'st  1  had  enjoyed  for  many  a 
day.  Having  seen  to  the  berthing  of  my  men,  [ 
aecepteil  the  colonel's  hos[)itality  and  took  u[>  my 
quarters  in  the  consulate.  The  consul  at  once 
informed  the  Sultan  of  my  arrival  ami  of  the 
position  of  the  Wasp,  and  he  immediately  }>laced 
all  or  any  of  his  ships  at  my  disjiosal.  The  choice 
lay  between  a  frigate,  a  brig,  and  a  corvette.  I 
chose  the  hist,  as  she  was  reported  to  be  ready  for 
sea,  and  was  more  suitable  for  l)erthiiig  the  Wasp's 
crew,   in   the   event    of   the   ship    being   abandoned. 
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Accordingly  tlic  Iskundiih  8Ii;ili,  a  smart -looking 
little  vessel,  was  ordt-red  to  pre] tare  for  sailing  with 
all  d(s[tatcli,  and  her  captain,  .Mohiiniet  hin  1  lames, 
an  Arab  as  black  as  a  coal,  was  told  to  i)lace 
himself  nndci'   my  orders. 

^lohamet  had  Ijcen  educated  in  England,  spoke 
English  fluently,  and  s(;emed  an  intelligent  fellow. 
1  ask('(l  him  when  Ik;  could  be  ready  to  start  ;  he 
re[)lied,  "  In  twent3'-four  hours  ; "  and  he  at  once  went 
on  l)oard  to  make  the  ne(;essary  prepiirations.  All 
this  looked  hopeful,  and  later  in  the  evening  he 
said  he  had  ab'cady  filled  up  with  water  and  pro- 
visions, and  was  nearly  ready  for  a  start;  but, 
alas!  the  next  morning  the  skip[)er  and  his  crew 
were  all  helplessly  diunk,  and  remained  so  for  two 
whole  (lavs.  In  the  mean  time  the  dhow  arrived 
with  the  rest  of  my  men  :  we  had  beaten  her  a 
clear  twenty-four  hours  in  a  dead  beat  to  wind- 
ward. Tile  captain  of  the  dhow,  whom  we  liad 
pressed  into  our  service,  was  handsomely  rewarded 
for  his  work,  lie  seemed  to  have  done  fairly  by 
the  men,  and  it  was  as  well  he  did  so,  for  my 
orders  to  them  wei'c,  in  the  event  of  any  treachery, 
to  pitch  him  overboard.  In  measuring  our  track 
on  the  chart,  I  found  we  had  covered  800  miles 
in  the  boat,  an  average  of  fifty  miles  a-day,  allowing 
for  time  spent  in  harbour.  After  two  days' debauch 
Mohamet  and  his  crew  returned  to  work,  but  now 
a  fresh  dithculty  arose.  The  crew  had  not  been 
paid  wages  for  a  long  while,  so  they  took  the 
opportunity  to  strike.  It  appeared  that  ^lohamet 
was  in  the  hal)it  of  receivinii'  the  wages  for  his 
crew,  but  considering  his  own  pay  insutlicient,  he 
pocketed  that  belonging  to  the  men,  who  naturally 
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o1)jeff«}(l  to  tilt-'  jiri'aiif^oiiiL'iit.  This  little  ditHculty 
haviiio;  Ixjcn  mot,  the  work  of  lU'cpariiiu"  for  sc.-i 
wi'iit   on. 

Duriiiii'  my  stay  at  Zanzibar  I  rcccivcil  nmch 
kindiK.'ss  fr<  ii  l)r  (now  Sir  .lohii)  Kirk.  \\  t* 
visit  1  the  >la\  (.'-market  ;  the  vahu'  ot"  the  slaves 
varied  aecordinii;  to  age  and  sex.  'I'lie  |irinci])al 
exports  (-onsisted  of  ('h)ve.s,  cinnamon,  nutmeiis.  and 
gum  sludhie.  Before  leaving  tin-  \V;i  |)  our  doctor 
asked  me  to  bring  him  some  opium.  ;iiid  I  was  ahlc 
to  [)rorure  a,  luni[>  of  this  (b'ug  as  bij;  as  a  roc(i;i- 
iiut,  whieh  [tiMved  of  great  value,  as  will  be 
.seen  presently. 

By  the  evening  of  the  'Joth  February  the 
Iskuiidah  Shah  was  reported  ready  for  sea.  and 
<»n  the  morning  of  the  2(Ith  I  re[»aired  nn  lioaiij. 
aeeompanied    bv   Colonel    IJigby  and    l)r    Kirk,   who 


came   to   wi.sh   us   hoii   i'oij(i(/( 


h 


am 


1   wl 


lose 


kind 


ne.s.s 


I  shall  never  forget.  My  boat  was  le  ^ted  up  at 
the  davits,  and  we  weighed  anchor  and  stwud  out 
of  the  bay  with  a  light  breeze.  The  ship  I  now- 
found  myself  aboard  was  a  hcautiful  little  erali  of 
GOO  tons,  mountiiiij;  tweiitv  guns.  She  had  been 
built  at  Boml)ay  of  teak,  at  a  cost  of  l'40,()00,  and 
it  was  currently  re])orted  that  Mohamet,  who  super- 
intended her  building,  had  made  a  good  thing  out 
of  the  transaction.  Jler  etpiiiuneiit  consisted  of  two 
lieutenants,  natives  of  Zanzibar,  and  a  motley  (-rew 
of  Arabs  and  black  rascals  of  various  nationalities. 
The  state  cabin  was  reserved  for   nu',  and   ni\'  men 


were    berthed   on   the    main    deck 


As    the    Aral 


)S 


object  to  pork,  or  salt  meat  in  any  form,  a  large 
suppi}^  of  live  stock  had  been  shippeil,  and  the 
decks    were    lumbered    with    Ijullocks,    sheep,    goats, 
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and  poulliy,  wliidi  ('ivaturi's,  haviiiLj;  no  particular 
space  allottee]  to  tliein,  lirowseil  alxMit  tlie  dei'k  as 
they  pleased.  We  sat  down  (our  to  dinner  in  the 
cal)in  —  Mohamet,  his  two  lieutenants,  and  myself. 
The  fare,  as  regards  (piantity,  was  more  than  sulH- 
cient,  hut  the  ([Uality  left  much  to  he  desired;  and 
the  jtlates  and  dishes  \\v\v  not  dean,  to  say  the. 
least  of  it.  (Ml  my  pi'otestiiii;'  that  tlie  plates  were 
really  too  dirtv,  Mohamet  ahused  the  first  lieutenant 
and  sent  him  out  to  clean  them,  an  operation  I  saw 
him  jterforminu-  with  the  tail  of  his  shirt! 

It  seeme(l  as  thouuil  the  elements  were  destined 
to  he  always-  adverse  to  us,  fur  the  north-east 
mons(»ou,  which  had  Idown  steadily  in  our  teeth 
whilst  in  the  hoat,  and  would  have  Keen  a  fair 
wind  for  us  now,  dropped,  and  we  met  with 
liu'ht  and  variable  airs  and  ve.xatious  calm>.  The 
ship  sailed  well  ;  hut  the  Arahs  did  not  know 
how  to  handle  her,  and  whi-n  letpiired  to  "tack 
ship,"  invariahly  missed-stays  and  had  to  '-wear" 
like  a  dhow,  which  craft  are  unahle  to  tack,  It}' 
reason  of  their  lin".  It  was  of  no  use  iur  me  to 
liive  orders,  as  the  Arah  crew  would  not  have 
understood  me,  and  my  own  crew  were  all  more  or 
less  down  with  fever,  or  sullei'inu'  from  the  hard- 
ships they  had  underii'one.  The  da\'  after  leavincr 
Zan/.ihar  three  of  my  men  were  verv  ill  with  fevt'r. 
and  1  felt  it  f'omiiinj  on  myself.  We  liad  no  doctor 
on  hoard,  nor  medicines,  hut  the  opium  I  had  with 
me  proved  of  ,<i;reat  value.  I  dosed  the  men  with 
it,  and  took  lar_i;-e  ([uantities  myself.  The  only 
<'tfect  of  the  dru_u'  was  to  ki'e[)  us  in  a  state  of 
semi-stuitor  and  to  relieve  jiain.  The  fever  was 
aecomi)anied   hy  a   hurning  sensation   and   complete 
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loss  of  ai>|»('titt\  Any  ;ittciu|)t  to  tnkc  food  was 
followed  l)y  voiiiitiiiL;-.  Added  to  this,  all  my 
joints  heeanie  swollen;  my  jji^vs  were  .se|>arated, 
so  that  I  could  not  close  ni}''  teeth  ;  and  to  add  to 
my  other  i.dseries,  I  hecame  atllicted  svitli  o|ilithal- 
niia.  All  lliis  was  douhtlrss  caused  l»y  lieini;'  wet, 
day  .Mill  iiiu'ht,  for  ncaily  three  weeks,  slee|tinu;  in 
wet  clothes  and  dryimj;  them  on  our  hacks  under 
a  tropical  sun,  added  to  had  and  insullicient  food. 
There  ha|i|iened  to  he  a  |>aii'  i»f  scales  in  the  e;dtiii, 
and  with  these  I  measurccl  out  a  portion  of  opium, 
<ither  for  myself  or  for  any  oj"  tlie  men;  hut  after 
a  while  even  this  seenu'(l  to  lose  its  power,  an<l 
although  I  took  enormous  doses,  \  could  not  sleep 
for  pain. 

I'or  ten  louj;  miserahle  days  we  were  hecalmed 
or  kiiockinLi;  ahout  with  li^'ht  hatllinLi;  winds,  during 
which  tinu)  I  took  nothiiiLj  hni  o]»ium  and  lemonade. 
The  noise  tlu'  Arahs  made  on  deck  durinn  this  time 
was  very  annovin:'",  and  in  the  cahin  tliev  smoked 
some  vile  decoction  which  caused  a  sickeiunu;  stench. 
1'iio  officer  detaile(l  h»r  navinatini:;  duties  used  to 
hriiiLi;  me  his  work  for  correction,  hut  I  had  no 
means    of    ascertaininj;'    whether    the    chronometers 


were  eorrect,  without   which   his  ea 


leulat 


ions,  ex"i 


for    latitude,    would    he    worthless,    as    indeed    they 
[troved  to  he. 

(Jhe  niirht  Sutton  eame    into    the  cahin  and  told 


me 


that 


.f 


one    ot    our    men    was    (lyiiiL!,' 


I 


crawlei 


I 


down    on    to    the    main    deck    and    found    the    poor 
fellow   stretched   U[)on    the   deck   ap|)arently  lifeless. 


I    eould    detect    no    l)eatinu'    of   the    heart,   so,   c 


on- 


jlud 


int' 


he  was  dead,  I  put  a  lump  of  opium  in  his 


mouth  and   left  him,  and   went   hack  to  the  cahin. 
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Stnmnv  to  say.  the  next  morning  lie  was  l)etter, 
and  li(!  ultimately  recovered.  Another  niijjht,  when 
sitting  in  the  cahin  in  a  kind  of  tor])or,  the  pilot 
canii'  down  ;iiid  said  sonietliing  in  Aral)ic  to  the 
(';i|»tiiin.  1  saw  hy  the  fellow's  look  that  thei'e  was 
Honu'tliinij,'  wroni^,  so  I  asked  Mohamet  what  he 
said.  "He  says  we  must  he  otl'  the  mouth  of  n 
ri\('i',  a>  the  water  tastes  (juito  fresh;  hut  he  lies, 
as  we  must  he  sixty  miles  from  tlie  land  hy  our 
reckon  ill  t^S "  with  which  rennirk  he  went  on  sniok- 
ing  and  look  no  rurtiu'r  uotiee.  Presently  the 
pilot  came  down  a^ain  and  rc})eated  his  Inrnier 
assertion,  whereu[»oi!  I  told  Mohamet  to  i^ij  on 
deck  and  see  if  it  was  true,  as  I  was  too  weak  t<» 
L^o  niyscir.  lie  Went  on  deck  and  tasted  the  watcM', 
and  retui'ned  sayinu  the  pihit  had  lied,  and  that 
it  uas  (|uite  sah.  With  this  statencnt  I  was  forced 
to  i'e  content,  and  as  it  was  a  line  ai'^ht  I  thought 
no  more  ahout  it,  and  was  soon  do/in^;'  oil'  in  my 
chair,  whei"  I  always  passed  th"  ninjit.  i*resently 
Sutton  came  I'.own  and  told  nie  he  thought  he 
could  hear  the  roar  of  hicikeis,  ^\'ith  his  assistance 
I  was  soon  on  tlie  j'oop,  and  sui'e  enoULdi  could  see 
a  line  of  hreakcrs  riii'lit  ahead.  Seeing'  that  Mohamet 
was  (|uite  inc'inipeteiit ,  I  look  cha.rtfe,  and  sending 
one  ol"  ni\'  men  to  the  wheel  and  another  into  the 
chains  to  get  a  cast  of  the  lead,  I  (.i-<Iered  tiie  helm 
to  he  pat  down,  The  leadsman  reported  fifteen 
fathoms,  so  I  let  go  the  anchor  and  'old  them  to 
shorten  and  furl  sails.  The  next  morning  we  found 
ourselves  otl'  the  mouth  <»f  the  Kovuma  river.  The 
pilot  had  spoken  the  truth  :  we  were  sixty  miles 
out  in  our  r'.ckoning,  and  would  lur.v'  heen  ashore 
in    ten    nnnutes.      Mohamet  was    no   ways  ahashed 
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wlio!i  I  told  him  (tf  it,  iuid  was  evidently  (juite 
used  to  that   sort  of  thiiisj^. 

On  liiSth  February  1  was  so  weak  I  could  hardly 
scrawl  in  niv  iournal,  "Oh  that;  I  couhl  but  see 
our  little  doctor!  he  would  soon  ])ut  me  to  riuhts." 
1  found  afterwards  that  the  poor  fellow  aetuall}' 
die<l   that  day. 

March  4  was  my  birthday,  and  a  more  wretched 
one  I  never  wish  to  spend.  We  had  by  this  time 
ilriftcfl  about  two-tlirds  of  the  distance  to  where 
we  had  left  the  Was[),  su  slowlv  had  we  proirressed, 
and  my  anxiity  to  see  the  s!\i[>  once  more  was 
jyjreat :  my  joy  and  astonishment  may  therefore  be 
imaeined  when  on  March  the  7th  we  observed  the 
Wasp  lyino-  at  anchor  "all  ataunto,"  as  if  nothing 
had  h;i[»ptiie(l  to  her,  with  all  her  Ht(»res  and  unns 
aboard.  I  could  hardly  believe  my  eyes.  How- 
ever, there  was  no  niistakin<j;  the  old  ship,  so  we 
fired  a  i:un  and  hoi.sted  the  boat's  ciisiiin  to  call 
their  atteiilion,  and  in  a  s)u>rt  time-  a  boat  came 
aloiiLi;si(le  to  take  us  on  board.  liiddin^  adieu  to 
Mohamet,  I  was  s(»on  aloni::sido,  and  liad  just 
strcn_L!;th  left  to  elamber  on  deck  and  receive  the 
con<j,ralulations  of  my  shipmates,  whom  i  ne\er 
expected   to  see  a^ain. 

It  seems  that  some  days  after  I  left  the  ship 
they  nuide  a  last  ellort  to  heave  hi'r  (»tl'  without 
success.  'Hie  cables  wcie  hove  taut,  an<l  the  fore- 
sail, till!  only  sail  leit  on  board,  was  set  to  assist, 
as  a  }>ood  breeze  was  blowiuij  riii'ht  aft.  The  men, 
worn  out  with  thi'ir  exertions,  were  crettins^  their 
supjier,  when  off  she  came  by  herself,  and  bumping 
over  the  reef,  she  slij)ped  into  deep  water,  where 
bile    was   anchored.       The    curious   part   of   it    was, 


/ 


'  if 


111 


'^m 


M 


I 
' 


i 


h>l, 


146 


THE   CHANNEL    SQCADRON    AND    WASP. 


that  althontrh  slie  leaked  like  a  basket  whilst 
ashore,  she  leaked  no  more  when  atloat,  the  seams 
liavini;  taken  up;  hut  she  was,  nevertheless,  very 
hadly  injured,  ;uid  from  that  time  till  she  reached 
Enulaiul  the  engines  were  ot"  no  i'urthei-  use. 

The  men  had  workcil  hard  to  recover  the  stores, 
irnns,  shot,  jxiwdcr,  and  provisions,  i^c,  so  that 
nothinix  was  lost.  One  doctor  and  several  men  liad 
die<l  from  exposure,  and  one-half  of  the  entire  shi[»'s 
comp;in\'  wric  on  the  sick-list.  'I'he  senior  suri^jeon 
was  so  unin  rved  that  he  was  never  tit  for  furthei- 
service,  and  was  iiiv.di(h'(l,  und  soon  al'tcrwnrds  died. 
The  rnptain  had  ;ihnost  despaired  of  cvei'  seeing;  us 
ap;ain  :  he  intended  to  have  waited  a  few  days 
longer,  and  then  to  [)roeeed  to  Joli.-inna,  one  of 
the  Comoro  Islands;  so,  as  there  was  notliiiiLr  further 


to  detain   n.> 


we 


sailed   for  that  place,  and  anchored 


there  on  the  'JOth  March.  Here  we  remained  two 
months  waitine;  for  a  ship  to  coinoy  us  to  Mauritius. 
Durine;  tiiis  time  we  made  excursions  ahout  th<' 
lovely  island.  We  had  a  visit  from  the  Kini;'  of 
Johanna,  a  full-blooded  nei^ro,  who  was  received 
with  a  ro\al  salute!  We  also  nu't  with  Dr  Livinu'- 
stone,  the  celebrated  African  traveller,  who  ai-ived 
in    the    I'ioneer,  a    small    steamer   l)eh)niiin<j;   to    the 


Central     African    .Mission. 
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maUKMl    with    us   tliree    week 
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a    failure,    and    almost    all    the   mend»ers   of   it   died, 
includine"    Ijishoji    Mackenzie,    who   was   in   charge. 

One  day  a  schooner  Hying  French  colours  anchored 
close  to  us  witii  a  cai'»:;o  of  slaves  on  board,  and 
sent  to  us  for  provisions  and  medical  assistance, 
which  we  gave  them.  Being  under  Frencih  colours 
we   could    not   nu)letit    them,    although    our   mission 
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wjis  for  tlic  suppression  of  the  slavo-trndo.  This 
al)oininaltK.'  tratHc.  was  at  that  time  carried  on  hy 
the  French  un(h'r  the  title  of  tlic  "  Free  Fmiijra- 
tion  Tradiiiii;  < 'oinpany,"  and  years  aflfruards  whi'U 
I  was  in  conunand  of  tlie  Fast  India  statio.i,  ihis 
scandalous  state  of  things  still  existed,  ship  loads 
ot"  slaves  heiuLJ^  conveyed  from  the  mainland  to 
.Madat:;ascar  in  \ral)  dhows  sailiui^  under  l''i-euch 
colours,  and  it  was  more  than  our  cruisers  dared  to 
interfere  with  them.  The  unlortunato  slaves  on 
lioai'd  this  schooner  were  all  naked,  and  were 
luuhlled  together  I'ejxardlcss  ol'  a^e  or  se.x.  .Many 
nf  iliein  Were  ill  the  last  stages  of  disease,  sullei'iniif 
iVoin  dysentery,  and  looked  as  if  they  would  soon 
lie  release(l  from  their  sullerinu;s.  Tliey  had  heeii 
captured  on  the  coast  of  Moxamhitpie.  aiul  were 
hcinij;  taken  to  liourlion  to  vurk  on  the  su'j;ar 
plantations,   from    Alienee    they   never   returned. 

On  7th  May  II. .M.S.  .Ariel  arrived  fmm  the  Capi! 
to  escort  us  to  Mauritius,  aiid  after  an  uneventful 
passage  we  reached  \\>\'\  Louis,  anil  once  more 
docked   in    the   Trou    Fanfanni. 
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FoilTrXATKLV  lor  lis.  tln'  slii|>  w;is  toUIld  to  !»('  HO 
Kori«)Usi\'  (lain;in»'(l  .is  to  iiccessilatc  ;i  Itnii;'  stay  at 
this  (U'linliMiil  island.  Our  frii'iids  i>avc  us  a 
li('ji.rt\'  uclcoiut'.  and  we  iiuuli  a|t|ii,V('iii,trd  tlieir 
lidspitality  after  tli"  inoimtoiiy  of  hoat-cruisiuu-  on 
salt  }j,riil>.  \\ f  now  considered  tlie  jtraetieahility 
of  attcinprint;-  the  aseent  of  tlic  "  Peter  iMttto,"  which 
tlie  ea[)tain  and  I  h;id  reeoinioit red  on  our  previous 
visit.  On  this  matter  we  euuhl  oittain  l)Ut  little 
iufoiniat inn,  most  people  m;iint.iininu:  th;il  it  was 
im|)ossilile,  so  we  determiiiecl  to  niMke  the  attempt 
with  our  own  re-'ouree.s.  These  eonsisti.'d  (»f  a  lew 
fathoms  of  ro|te,  some  I<»nn'  luimhoos.  a  lead  and 
lino,  an  axe,  a  s;iw,  and  a  ll;iu  and  stall"  lo  plant 
u))on  t!ie  tdp.  I  also  t(M)|<  wiili  me  a  lonu  piece  of 
twine  with  a  hullet  attached  to  it.  ;ind  this  piMNcd 
the  most  useful  (»f  all.  We  selected  eiu)il  (if  the 
sniaitest  lilucjackets  in  the  ship  from  a  host  of 
volunteers.  The  party  now  consisted  of  the  captain 
and  myself,  three  friends  from  the  nhore,  a  midship- 
niiin,   and   the   l»luejacl<ets — fourteen    in   all. 

We    left    the    ship    before    «layli<jjht,    and    after    a 
three    lionrts'   walk    reached    the    lot)t   of  the  moun- 
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tniii  hy  ii  i-irriiitous  louic  Here  we  rostod.  liiid 
sniuc  rcfVcHliincMt  iind  n  l)iitlu'  :  wt-  tln-ii  divided 
the  nn»('s,  l(iiini)()os.  Sir.,  hctwciMi  tlic  psirty,  ;ni(l 
started,  each  one  jtiosided  with  a  Itotth'  of  \vat(!r. 
Ill  aliniit  an  hour  wr  I'cachiil  the  spot  IVom  whence 
the  eajitaiii  and  I  had  taken  our  ol)ser\  at  ions,  ami 
halted  I'oi'  the  st raijult'i's.  <  Mir  iih-a  was  to  ha\o 
nia(h'  a  h-ulder  of  hanilioos  to  scah-  tlie  )>reei|)ieo 
at  this  place;  liut  oui'  part\  was  alreadv  tliiniied 
out,  some  <tf  tlie  l)ainl»()odiearefs  nexcr  turned  uj), 
and  our  water  hotth's  wei'e  emptv.  We  were 
already  sutferinii;  from  want  of  water,  and  the  lieat 
was   terrible,   so    we   deeideil    to   |)ush   on. 

The  hare  face  of  the  r<ick  rose  u|i  hefore  us  for  "J.") 
feel  like  a  wall.  ()!l  eitliel'  side  of  it  tlie  inouiitaiu 
Went  down  sheer  to  the  Jtlaill  lielow  fol'  1  (>()()  feet. 
Above  the  )>recipice  was  a  narrow  riduc  risinii  at  a 
sharj*  anL;le,  then  a  smaller  pivci|)iee.  followed  liy 
some  rouijjhish  uround  t<t  tin-  r<ieks  wli.  reon  stood 
the  l»i<:,  houhler  foi'minu,'  the  heatl  of  the  mountain. 
All  this  we  eould  see  from  whore  we  stood,  and  the 
more  we  looked  at  it  the  less  we  liked  it.  .\l  ilie 
upper  part  of  the  wall  of  mck  before  u.>  w.is  a  ehft 
e.\tendiim"  downwards  foi-  about  10  i'eet.  with  sonu> 
scrub  ui'owint;-  in  it.  Our  huiucst  bamboos  reaelnd 
within  a  short  distance'  of  the  eh-ft,  so  plantmi:  them 
lirmly  in  llie  ground,  supjwtrted  by  two  of  the  men, 
1  shinned  up  with  a  line  round  my  wai.>t,aud  suc- 
ceeded im  reacbiiiij;  the  cleft,  and  scrand)led  to  tho 
top.  With  the  small  line  a  stoutei  one  was  haided 
Up  and  made  fast  round  a  rock,  by  which  line  tlie 
ri'st   ot  liie   party   iolhiued. 

From  rheiice  w-  all  went  .-:tradille-leey;ed  ;Uo!i<;  the 
riilge,  with   our  leo-.-s   hanging  over  the  pre<  ipi  e  on 
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eithor  side.  It  was  not,  howover,  ditHeult  or  (lanfjci- 
ous  so  long  us  ono  kopt  one's  head  cool  and  did  not 
look  down.  The  rotten  stones  kept  fallinii;,  making 
it  lively  for  those  behind,  and  some  of  them,  feeling 
giddy,  de('i<lcd  to  go  no  farther.  After  negotiating 
the  ridge,  we  came  to  the  second  and  smaller  preci- 
l>ice,  whicth  we  easily  surmountecl,  and  reached  the 
neck,  with  nothing  Itut  the  huge  mass  of  rock  f<irm- 
ing  the  head  ahove  us.  'i'his  was  the  most  diiiicult 
part,  without  doul>t,  and  we  had  Iteeii  offered  many 
suggestions  on  the  suhject  —  such  as  Hying  kites 
and  rockets — to  surmount  it;  hut  as  the  rock  over- 
hum;  its  base,  it  is  dillicult  to  see  how  this  could  lie 
done.  At  all  events,  we  decided  to  try  our  own  way. 
We  tirst  tried  heaving  the  lead  —  a  very  ditlicult 
matter,  seeing  that  the  one  who  hove  it  had  to  lean 
backwards  over  a  fearful  precii)ice,  with  a  line  round 
his  l»ody,  and  heave  the  had  back-handed,  or  the 
reverse  way  to  what  is  used  on  board  ship.  Several 
of  us  tried  this  method  without  success,  as  the  lead 
kept  striking  the  rock  and  falling  down  nearly  on 
the   head  of  the   leadsman. 

We  had  but  an  hour  of  daylight  left,  and  things 
began  to  look  serious,  and  we  sutfered  much  from 
want  of  water.  It  looked  as  if  we  must  abandon 
the  attempt,  and  retui'ii  without  iuiving  aceomplishe(l 
our  purpose,  to  be  laughed  at  by  those  below,  who 
were  anxiously  watching  us.  At  this  critical  moment 
1  bethought  me  of  the  bullet  and  twine  in  my  jtocket, 
and  leaning  back  with  the  rope  round  my  waist,  I 
succeeded  after  several  atten\pts  in  throwing  the 
bullet  over  the  top. 

Our  troubles  were  not  yet  over,  for  the  l)ulK't  only 
hung  down   about    half-way  on  the  other  side,  far 
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Im'VoikI  our  reach  ;  so  wo  liatl  to  send  down  for  u 
l)ainl)oo,  and  witli  tliis  we  maiiai^'od  to  rcncli  llu' 
ludlet  and  pull  it  down.  (Miccwi!  <;ot  Imld  of  tiii' 
lino,  the  rest  was  t-asy.  liintlini:-  a  Ktnutcr  lino  on 
to  the  twine,  wi-  iiull('<l  it  (»vci',  tlini  a  stoutor 
piece  on  tt»  that,  and  s(»  c.staljji.shcd  a  ('((niinunitat inn. 
Ilavinti'  made  a  Luhh-r  of  hanihoo,  we  |iulli'(l  it  up  hy 
the  rope  and  luadr  it  fast  round  the  luck.  \\  »•  thi  ii 
.^\\arni((.  up  the  ladder,  and  at  last  stood  upon  the 
top   of  the    famous    I'eter    liotle. 

We  found  ourseKes  uptui  a  platform  about  20  feet 
across  each  way,  with  a  vawninu"  precipice  on  e\ery 
side  e.Kcept  the  way  we  came  up,  wliei'e  it  slanted  a 
little.  We  planted  the  uidon-jai-k  on  a  l>oardiii<i- 
|Mke,  and  as  the  IIa,L^  lloatetl  <»ul  on  the  hreex*',  we 
couhl  sec  the  answering  pendants  hoisted  on  the 
ships  in  the  iiarliour  of  Port  Lmiis,  1000  fret  lnjow 
and  many  mih's  distant.  From  our  elevated  po,-,ition 
we  had  a  mannilieeiit  panorama  of  the  island  n:.tpped 
at  our  h'ct.  liut  we  had  no  tinu'  tt»  enjoy  the  view, 
.so  havinij  tired  a  rocket  and  eiven  three  cheers,  we 
prepare*]  to  descend.  On  rca<hinL;  the  neck  we  threw 
our  r(»|»es  and  hainhoos  o\er  the  precipice,  keepinii 
one  rojte  to  l(»wcr  (uusel\-es  down  the  steejt  |>laces. 
The  descent  was  not  so  easy,  as  darkness  overtook 
us;  but  we  rea(;lied  the  shoulder  without  aecidont. 
'riience  to  the  bottom  was  a  re;4idar  laec  over 
break-neck  l!,i'ouiu1,  and  in  another  half-hour  we 
were  safe  and  soun<l  on  the  |»lain. 

We  camped  that  tiiL!;ht  by  the  banks  of  the  stream, 
and  smoked  our  [tipes  with  the  .satisfaction  of  havim; 
sueees.sfuUy  accomplished  what  we  had  intended. 
Out  of  (»ur  part}'  only  live  reached  the  to|)  —  the 
captain,   Mr   Lon.sdale  (a  civilian),   iwt)   bluejackets, 
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an<l  niysolf.  'I'lio  rest  ln'oko  down.  The  next  morn- 
ing' wu  rctucncd  to  the  sliij),  iiihI  \v1i(»)i  wc  loft  iMau- 
ritiuR  sonic  weeks  later,  oui*  llai^  was  still  lioatiiii^ 
]>r"»u(lly  IVoin  the  siiinniit  of  the   IV'tor  Botte.' 

LeaviiiM  .Mauritius,  we  called  at  the  Cajm  of  (lood 
Hcjie,  where  a.  court-martial  assenililed  to  try  our 
ca))tain  lor  iji;ettiii<(  tlie  Wasp  ashore.  'I'he  court 
aci|Uitti'd  hiui  of  all  lilanie,  and  ex|»resscd  an 
opinion  that  "the  oilicers  and  shi|)'s  eonijmiiy  de- 
served great  credit  for  their  exertions  in  ixeltina;  her 
afloat."  .After  the  court-martial  on  the  Wasp  the 
.siiiji  was  inspected  hy  Admii-al  Sir  IJaldwin  Walker, 
our  new  Commander-in-Chief,  who  )>aid  me  the  com- 
pliment of  asking;  me  to  join  his  llai,fship,  the  Nar- 
cissus, a  heautiful  jO-_i;'un  friufate,  in  s)>lcndid  order — 
nil  oiler  I  was  fttol  enouu;h  to  decline.  But  it  came 
all  riuht  later  on. 

The  Wasp  was  oi'dered  homo,  and  we  sailed  from 
Simon's  Bay  for  Spithead.  The  day  after  we  left, 
our  new  navigator  forgot  to  wind  up  the  chronom- 
eter, so  the  shi[)  wa.s  navigated  hy  dead  nntkoning 
and  Ulnars  till  we  reached  St  Helena,,  where  the 
clocks  were  set  going  again.  A  heautiful  tea-clijjper, 
the  Ethereal,  was  lying  in  the  roads,  and  her  <'aptain 
bragged  ahout  her  sailing,  saving  he  would  soon 
run  us  out  of  sight ;  and  so  he  did,  but  astern  !  The 
Ethereal  sailed  an  hour  or  two  before  us,  but  we 
soon  overhauled  her,  and  l)y  sunset  left  her,  hull 
down,  behind  us.  We  made  a  fast  passage  home 
for  a  sailing-ship,  and  ought  to  have  anchored  at 
S[»ithead  forty-eight  hours  sooner  than  we  did  ;  but 
running  up  Channel  with  a  south-west  gale  behind 

'  Till'  IVliT  ]5()tte  liuH  been  f're(|uently  ascended  sinct",  and  tlie  ascent 
made  easy  by  driving  iron  spilves  into  the  tuce  oi  tlie  rock. 
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US,     we     ovoi-sli(tt    till'     lUMiU,     t'nunil     oiirsclvcs    nit' 
liriniitoii   next    inoniiiiLi',   mikI    li.'id   to  hciit   luurk. 

After  iM'inn;  insjtc'ctcil  .it  Si»ith('inl,  we  wore 
oitlcrcd  into  ImrKoiir  to  |i;iv  otl"  and  tiini  over  to 
the  ( 'liJintiflcrr  ;  l»ut  as  I  wislicd  tn  liavc  a  chance, 
I  applied  for  ihc  Narcissus,  Sir  Uahlwin  Walker 
lla\lIl^  ask<'d  nic  to  join  his  lla'ishi|i.  In  i-cply  to 
my  applicalioii  I  was  (»)dcrc(|  tn  jnin  the  llcm,  a 
screw  line-ot-l)attl(^  sliip  nl'  '.)()  i^uns,  then  lyini;-  at 
Spithead  under  sailing,'  nrdei's  i'or  Uernjuda  ;  so 
hiddini;  my  shipmates  adieu,  I  went  straii^ht  ahmrd 
her,  and  an  Imur  at'tiu'wards  we  were  under  wei'jh, 
the  Itand  ])layin<j:  "I'm  nil'  tn  Charlestown.  ( )ur 
relations  with  America  were  somewhat  strained  at 
the  time,  in  cnnse(|uence  nt'  the  Masnn  and  Slidell 
atl'air,  and  a  larn'e  sipiadrnn  \^as  nrderetj  m  asseml)lo 
at  liermuda  tn  augment  the  Nnrtli  American  I' leet 
under  Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milne,  JIa|)]iily  the 
matter  was  |)eacet'ully  arrani;<'d  witlmut  Idnndshecl. 
Wv  I'cmained  lour  nmnths  at  Bermuda.  Duriim 
this  time  the  (h'|)heus  arrived  nil  her  way  In  Aus- 
tralia: one  of  her  lieutenants  was  anxious  t(»  ex- 
chaniie    into    the    Jlem,   and    although    J    was   nmst 

liap[iy  in  the  sliii»,  ""''  ''"'  ^  ^'"p'"'"'^  ^^''^'^  j*^'^^  ^''*^ 
reverse  of  cnmfnrtaMe,  J  was  so  eau'er  to  i^o  to 
Australia  that  i  ai^reed  to  exchanu'e.  The  an-anu'e- 
ments  were  almost  cnm|ileted  wIhmi  the  Orpheus' 
lieutenant  chan,ij,fd  his  mind.  The  shij)  was  after- 
wards totally  lost  on  .Manakau  Itar,  Xew  Zealand, 
with  nearly  all  hands,  this  ollicer  amongst  the 
number. 

From  Bermuihi  we  left  with  the  S([uadron  for 
Halifax,  where  we  hud  a  very  _i[(ood  time  shootiui,^ 
and  fishing,  and  enjoying  the  hospitality  for  whieh 
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that  stcation  is  so  celebrated,  and  consequent!}''  so 
popular  with  the  navy ;  but  having  unfortunately 
run  upon  a  sunken  roek  near  Halifax  in  a  dense 
fog,  we  were  ordered  home  to  pay  off  after  a  happy 
comrTiission,  On  arriving  in  England,  I  found  that 
Sir  Baldwin  Walker,  mindful  of  his  promise,  had 
applied  for  me,  and  I  was  (Ordered  to  join  the 
Buzzard  at  Devonport  for  passage  to  the  Cape,  ( )n 
going  on  board  the  Buzzard  to  report  myself,  I 
found  she  was  going  to  the  West  Indies,  not  the 
Cape,  so  1  returned  to  London,  waited  till  I  saw  in 
the  papers  that  the  Himalaya  had  sailed  for  the 
Cape  with  supernumeraries,  and  reported  myself  at 
the  Admiralty.  So  I  was  ordered  to  go  <nit  hy 
mail  steamer,  and  thus  gained  a  month  ashore  on 
full  pay. 

I  spent  a  most  enjoyal)le  year  in  the  Narcissus, 
and  received  much  kindness  from  the  Admiral  and 
his  charming  family.  The  ship  was  most  of  the 
time  at  Simon's  Bay,  where  we  found  })lenty  of 
amusement,  shooting  and  hunting.  Our  parson 
was  a  great  hunter  :  one  day  he  asked  me  to  try 
a  horse  he  had  just-  bought  out  of  a-  team  from  up 
country ;  he  said  he  had  to  attend  a  funiu-al  and 
couldn't  try  it  himself.  The  brute  never  had  been 
in  harness  or  had  had  a  saddle  on  him.  He  was 
harnessed  to  a  country  waggon,  and  when  all  was 
ready  I  jumped  up  and  took  the  reins.  The  first 
thing  he  did  was  to  kick  tne  bottom  of  the  cart  in, 
and  then  bolt  down  the  main  street  of  Simon's 
Town.  I  had  to  let  him  go,  and  he  galloped  as 
hard  as  he  could  lay  legs  to  the  ground  for  four 
miles,  when  we  came  to  a  hill  where  I  managed 
to  stop  him,  and  there  left  him,  not  best  pleased 


1     ! 


SIMON  S    BAY. 


155 


try 

up 

and 

)ec'ii 

was 

was 

irst 

in, 

Ion's 

as 

four 

^•ed 

lised 


with  the  dirty  trick  the  parson  had  played  me. 
A  settler  kept  a  pack  of  hounds  with  which  he 
hunted  deer,  foxes,  and  other  game  :  ns  I  had  no 
horse,  I  used  to  attend  on  foot,  and  maniiged 
oecnsionnll  v^  to   ho  in   at  the   death. 

There  was  no  railwa}^  ai:  that  time,  and  one  day 
I  walked  u[)  to  (  a[)e  Town  and  back,  a  distance 
of  fortv- seven  miles,  fur  a  waiter.  Another  time 
I  walked  u})  to  Cape  Town,  and  went  u[)  Ta])le 
jMountain  the  same  day.  A  very  curious  thing 
happened  on  this  occasion.  Whilst  on  the  top  of 
the  mountain,  m\'  cdmpanion,  who  had  separated 
a  short  distance  from  me,  caUed  out  to  me  to  come. 
He  was  pressing  his  foot  on  a  tuft  of  moss  from 
which  came  a  hissing  sound  :  we  stooped  down  to 
see  what  it  was,  when  he  jum[)ed  Itack,  saying, 
"  Good  God,  it's  a  puff-adder  I  "  And  so  it  was  : 
his  foot  was  on  the  beast's  neck,  and  the  snake 
was  tryin;4  to  bite  him.  Had  it  done  so,  he  would 
have  been  dead  in  five  minutes.  We  killed  the 
reptile,  and  descended  to  the  plain. 

One  day  I  was  returning  to  Simon's  Bay  by  the 
mail-conch,  drawn  by  four  horses,  I  was  the  only 
passenger.  We  had  got  more  than  half-way  when 
it  was  evident  the  Hottentot  driver  was  drunk. 
He  began  lashihg  the  horses  till  they  bolted,  and 
after  reeling  al)out,  the  driver  fell  out  of  the  cart, 
and  beinsr  entanuled  in  the  harness,  was  drauued 
along  some  yards,  the  wheels  going  over  his  head 
with  a  bumji,  and  leaving  him  on  the  ground, 
AVhile  this  was  going  on,  I  seized  the  reins  and 
endeavoured  to  stop  the  horses,  which  were  now 
going  as  hard  as  they  could  gallop  ;  but  the  reins 
broke,   so   looking  out  for   a   soft    place,   I  jumped 
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out,  nnd  had  to  walk  the  rest  of  the  way  to  Simon's 
Bay.  The  horses  never  stopped  till  they  got  to 
their  staljles,  drao-ging  what  was  left  of  the  cart 
after  them.  The  driver  turned  up  some  time  after- 
wards none  the  worse. 

After  swinging  round  our  uK^orings  in  Simon's  Bay 
for  several  months,  the  Admiral  sent  us  for  a  cruise 
to  Sahlhana  Bay,  where  we  had  scnne  capital  shooting. 
Aliout  ;i  mih'  from  where  the  shij)  was  anchored  was 
an  island  called  Iial)hit  Island;  so  supposing  there 
would  he  ral)1)its  on  it,  J  asked  leave  to  go  there. 
It  was  blowing  a  gale  at  the  time,  so  my  requfst 
was  refused,  as  the  captain  said  he  would  not  lower 
a  boat  in  such  weather.  I  then  asked  if  I  might  go 
ashore  if  I  found  my  own  way.  This  was  granted, 
as  it  seemed  absurd  and  impossible.  The  ship's 
washerman  had  on  l)oard  a  small  cockle-shell  of  a 
dinghy  about  G  feet  long,  just  l)ig  enough  to  hold 
one  man.  I  got  this  b(jat  over  the  side,  put  my 
gun  into  it,  and  wrapping  up  my  powder-Hask,  caps, 
and  wads  to  keep  them  dry,  got  in  myself  and  shoved 
olt".  The  island  lay  dead  to  leeward,  and  away  I 
scudded  before  the  wind  and  sea.  As  I  approached 
the  shore  1  saw  a  line  of  heavy  rollers  breaking  on 
the  beach,  and  a  man  standing  there  waving  frantic- 
ally to  me  to  go  back.  This  was  impossible.  I  had 
no  control  over  the  l)oat,  which  w-as  presently  carried 
on  the  crest  of  a  wave  and  capsized,  turning  l)ottom 
up,  and  depositing  me  and  my  chattels  on  the  beach. 
Hnving  recovered  my  gun  and  dried  my  things,  I 
interviewed  the  solitar)''  occupant  of  the  island — an 
old  Portuguese  of  villainous  appearance  and  foul  of 
speech.  He  said  he  was  in  charge  of  the  island, 
collecting  guano — the  deposit  of  sea-birds,  penguins, 
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&r. — and  that  if  I  did  not  instantly  tako  my  dc- 
paituro  he  \voidd  kill  me,  at  the  same  time  produc- 
ing a  long  knife  and  using  the  most  l)lasphemons 
laii!iuao;e.  However,  as  mv  £jun  was  now  clear  for 
action,  I  told  him  I  had  come  to  shoot  rahbits,  and 
should  begin  by  shooting  him;  so  he  became  more 
civil,  and  it  ended  by  my  having  a  capital  afternoon's 
sport,  bagging  twenty-eight  fine  rabbits.  The  wind 
went  down  in  the  evening,  when  they  sent  a  boat 
for  me  and  took  me  on  board.  On  })arting  with  the 
old  ruffian,  he  assured  me  that  if  ever  I  came  again 
he  would  certainly  kill  me.  I  laughed  at  his  threats, 
and  the  tirst  fine  day  again  visited  the  island  along 
with  some  of  my  shipmates.  AVe  landed  in  a  different 
place;  but,  sure  enough,  there  was  the  old  scoundrel 
waiting^  to  receive  us  with  a  hu!j;e  stone,  with  whidi 
lie  threatened  to  sink  the  boat.  However,  we  laughed 
at  him,  landed,  and  had  another  day's  capital  shoot- 
ing. Besides  this,  we  had  some  g0(jd  s})ort  on  the 
mainland  with  buck,  imau  (a  sort  of  bustard),  hovan 
(a  sp','cies  of  guinea-fowl).  })artridges  of  two  kinds, 
and  a  fine  bird  locally  called  a  pheasant,  but  in 
reality  a  francolin. 

The  American  Ci\il  War  was  now  in  full  blast,  and 
we  had  several  visits  from  the  celebrated  Confederate 
cruiser  Alabama,  and  fraternised  considerably  with 
Captain  Semmcs  and  his  officers.  No  sooner  was  the 
Alabama  outside  the  harbour  than  the  United  States 
cruiser  Vanderbilt  would  come  in.  They  professed 
to  be  in  search  of  each  other,  and  were  both  eager 
for  a  fight,  but  they  never  met.  At  this  time  tiie 
law-officers  of  the  Crown  were  much  exercised  in  their 
minds  as  to  the  right  of  the  Alabama  to  send  h^^r 
prizes  into  Simon's  Bay,     One  of  these  vessels,  called 
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tlio  Tuscaloosa,  had  been  fitted  out  as  a  tender  to 
the  Ahibama,  and  visited  Simon's  Bay  for  sup])lics. 
After  her  departure  it  was  deeiih'd — wrongly.  I  be- 
lieve—  tliat  it*  she  again  made  her  appearance  she 
would  be  detained.  Accordingly,  on  her  second 
visit  I  was  sent  aboard  by  the  Admiral's  orders  \vith 
an  armed  boat's  crew  of  the  Narcissus  to  take  posses- 
sion of  her.  The  lieutenant  in  charge  protested 
against  this  proceeding  as  a  breach  of  hospitality. 
He  then  gave  u[)  conunand  of  the  .shi[)  to  me,  and 
went  ashore.  1  remained  in  charge  for  six  weeks, 
never  leaving  the  ship  for  a  moment.  Tlie  sails 
were  unbent  and  the  sliip  sti'ipped  to  prevent  any 
attempt  at  (,'scape ;  Ijut  the  American  crew,  who 
remained  on  board,  accepted  the  situation,  and  were 
quite  reconciled  to  their  enforced  idleness.  Wlien 
we  left  for  England  the  Tuscaloosa  was  still  there, 
but  I  believe  was  eventually  restored  to  8emmes, 
and  our  action  repudiated. 

On  the  passage  home  we  touched  at  Ascension, 
and  hearing  that  there  were  pheasants  on  the  Green 
]\Iountain,  I  determined  to  have  a  go  at  them, 
and  applied  for  a,  licence  to  shoot.  The  authorities 
were  equally  determined  to  prevent  me,  and  placed 
over}^  obstacle  in  my  way.  The  night  before  we 
were  to  sail  for  Enoland  1  was  dining  ashore  at  the 
marines'  mess  when  I  obtained  the  licence,  wliicli 
])ermitted  me  to  shoot  one  cock  -  pheasant.  This 
was  intended  as  a  bit  of  sarcasm,  as  the^'  knew  the 
ship  was  to  sail  at  10  a.m.  I  at  once  went  aboard, 
shifted  mj''  clothing,  landed,  and  reached  the  top  of 
the  Green  Mountain  (2500  feet)  just  as  dawn  was 
breaking,  when  up  got  a  cock  -  pheasant,  which  I 
promptly   bagged.      The   shot   brought   the   keeper, 
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an  old  marine,  to  the  spot.  T  showed  him  my 
licence,  and  added,  "  You  don't  suppose  I  was  fool 
enough  to  come  up  here  after  one  ])heasant,"  at  tlio 
same  time  slippinc^  half-a-sovereign  into  his  liand. 
"You're  just  the  fellow  I've  been  lookinti  for,"  said 
tlie  keeper ;  and  as  we  thoroughly  understood  one 
anotlier,  we  ])roceeded  to  heat  the  l)us]ies,  with  tlie 
result  that  I  shot  three  l)race  of  i)heasants,  a  ral)bit, 
and  a  partridge.  Well  satisfied  with  my  bag,  I  made 
liasre  down  the  mountain,  and  got  on  l)()ard  as  the 
ship  was  getting  under  weigh. 

A  very  ridiculous  thing  ha])pened  on  tliis  ]>assage. 
One  dark  and  S(|ually  niglit  I  had  just  l)een  relieved 
by  the  middle  watch  (coming  on  deck  at  midnight). 
AVe  had  been  reefing  topsails  and  making  things  snug, 
and  I  was  about  to  turn  in,  when  the  cry  was  heard 
from  aloft,  "  Man  overl)oard  !  "  The  lifednioy  was 
let  go,  sail  shortened,  ship  hove  to,  and  the  lifeboat 
manned  in  less  time  that  it  takes  to  relate  it.  Rush- 
ing up  from  my  cabin,  I  jumped  into  the  lifeboat, 
which  was  lowered,  and  speedily  disap],)eared  into 
the  darkness.  We  soon  reached  the  life-buoy,  which 
was  1)urning  brightly,  but  could  see  no  trace  of  the 
man  ;  so  we  searched  diligently  for  half  an  hour  or 
so,  and  then,  concluding  that  the  poor  fellow  was 
gone,  we  picked  up  the  life-buoy  anil  sadly  returneti. 
Un  approaching  the  ship  we  were  hailed  to  know  if 
the  man  was  saved.  We  reported  he  was  lost.  Th(i 
l)oat  was  then  hoisted  up,  and  the  ship  filled  on  her 
course.  The  hands  were  now  mustered  to  find  out 
who  was  missing,  but,  to  our  great  amusement  and 
satisfaction,  no  one  ivas  absent.  It  seems  that  one 
of  the  men  whilst  reefing  topsails  had  fallen  of}"  the 
yard,  and  his  mates  at  once  gave  the  alarm,  "  jNIan 
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overboard!"  But  lie  never  reached  the  water,  and 
catching  a  rope  in  his  descent,  o;ot  on  to  tlie  deck 
and  went  to  his  station,  su[)posing  it  was  some  one 
else  overboard,  never  dreaminn;  that  lie  was  the 
individual.  However,  it  was  very  good  practice, 
and  no  one  was  a  bit  the  worse  for  it. 

Uur  next  port  of  call  was  Sierra,  Leone,  whore  1 
landed  with  my  gun  to  search  for  bush-fowl 
(francolins),  whi('h  were  said  to  abound  there.  Tak- 
ing a  nigger  for  a  guide,  he  led  me  an  awful  dance  ; 
and  as  the  heat  was  terrific,  and  we  had  not  seen 
a  feather,  I  pretended  to  be  very  angry,  and  told 
him  I  should  certaiuly  shoot  him  in  <Aefault  of  other 
game.  This  seemed  to  have  the  desired  etlect,  and 
he  took  me  to  a  cassava-field,  where  we  put  up  a 
tioek  of  francolins,  of  which  1  bagged  several. 

From  thence  we  made  a  long  passage  to  Plymouth, 
where  the  ship  was  paid  off.  After  a  spell  ashore, 
to  whi(;h  1  think  I  was  entitled,  1  was  appointed 
first  lieutenant  of  the  Victoria,  a  screw  three-decker, 
Magship  of  Sir  Robert  Smart,  in  the  ^Mediterranean. 
With  my  old  shipmates,  Goodenough,  flag-captain, 
and  Codrington,  commander,  I  joined  the  ship  at 
Barcelona,  and  spent  a  pleasani  time  cruising  aljout 
the  station  till  Sir  Robert's  time  expired,  and  he 
was  relieved  1)y  Admiral  loid  Clarence  Paget. 

During  a  spell  at  Malta  1  got  permission  to  take 
a  trip  to  Tunis  in  the  Tyrian  gunboat,  commanded 
by  my  old  friend  Pat  Murray, — an  expedition  that 
very  nearly  ended  my  career  in  this  world.  We 
arrived  at  our  destination  all  right,  and  a  party  of 
us  started  inland,  and  put  up  at  a  French  "fabric" 
where  they  manufactured  clothes  for  French  sol- 
diers, and  next  day  we  set  off  after  partridges.     Hav- 
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iiipi  l)ao-ge(l  .several  of  these  liaiidsonie  l)ir(]s,  we 
prepared  to  return.  A  ]\Ir  Kirhy  and  I  were 
driving,  and  a  young  Fenehman  riding  a  line  Arah 
horse.  Tlie  Frenchman  had  his  gun  slung  across 
his  back,  loaded,  and  witli  tlie  hannners  let  down 
on  the  caps, — a  most  dangerous  thing  to  do,  hut 
frequently  practised  l)y  Fren(.*h  sportsmen.  Wliilst 
showing  off  his  horsemanship,  the  Aral)  kicked  him 
over  liis  head,  landing  him  on  his  back,  and  break- 
ing his  gun  across  tlie  stock.  Having  picked  up 
the  Frenchman  and  caught  his  horse,  I  turned  my 
attention  to  his  gun,  and,  lifting  the  hannners,  1 
threw  away  the  caps  to  make  it  all  safe.  I  then 
went  to  place  it  in  tlie  trap,  where  Kirl)}'  was 
already  seated,  and  not  wishing  to  push  the  barrels 
against  his  leg,  I  took  tliem  l)y  the  muzzle  and 
passed  them  carefully  into  the  trap,  when  off  went 
one  barrel,  the  charge  passing  between  my  right 
arm  and  my  body,  singeing  my  coat.  1  then  drew 
the  weapon  out,  lifted  the  hammer  of  the  loaded 
barrel,  and  turning  the  muzzle  to  the  ground, 
discharf^cd  tliat  also.  The  fact  was  that  the  blow 
on  the  ground  had  forced  the  detonating  powder 
into  the  nipples,  so  that  wlieii  I  threw  the  caps 
away,  1  merely  threw  away  the  empty  shells.  It 
was  a  very  close  shave. 

Soon  after  Lord  Clarence  took  command  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Constantinople  in  the  Psyche  with  his 
Staff,  and  he  very  kindly  asked  me  to  accompany 
him.  }>\y  brother  was  then  in  the  embassy  at 
Constantinople,  on  the  staff  of  Lord  Lyons,  so  I 
gladly  accepted,  and  we  had  a  most  enjoyable  time, 
being  entertained  hospitaljly  by  the  Ambassador, 
whose   father,   Sir   Edmund,    had   been   so    kind    to 
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inu  as  a,  luidsliipiuaii.  Wliilst  on  tliis  cruise  F.ord 
ClarciK'o  askud  ine  to  he  his  tlaii;-lii'uteiiaiit,  so  1 
had  to  o'ivi,'  ii[)  my  hilh't  as  first  lieutenant  in  the 
Victoria  and  assume  my  new  duties;  hut  1  may 
Stay  that,  owin,!,^  to  the;  <j;reat  kindness  I  always 
received  from  the  A<lmiral  and  I^ady  Clarence,  1 
never  reurt'tted  the  change,  and  1  remained  in  that 
capacity  until  tiie  Victoria   was  ordered  home. 

Captain  Coodenough  had,  ^greatly  to  my  regret, 
gone  home  with  his  old  (diief,  his  ])lace  as  liag- 
captain  being  taken  by  Captain  Alan  Gardner;  but 
Codrington  remained  as  commander, — one  of  the 
smartest  officers  in  the  service,  and  the  best  all- 
round  man  I  ever  met,  so  the  elHciency  of  the 
Victoria  was  never  impaired.  She  was,  indeed,  in 
l)eaiitiful  order  and  splendid  discipline,  though  she 
never  came  up  to  the  ]\Iarli)orough  in  the  matter 
of  drills. 

By  permission  of  the  Admiral  I  joined  a  party 
(the  others  being  Commanders  Hopkins  and  Fairfax)  ^ 
on  a  yachting  cruise  to  the  coast  of  Albania, — an 
expedition  that  promised  well  in  the  matter  of 
sport,  but  which  ended  disastrously,  as  I  will  now 
relate. 

AVe  had  arranged  to  go  in  an  old  dock3'ard  craft 
called  the  Azof,  which  had  at  one  time  been  a 
mortar-vessel,  and  being  schooner-rigged,  answered 
our  purpose  very  well.  At  the  last  moment,  how- 
ever, when  all  our  ..)  rangements  were  complete,  the 
master-shipwright  informed  the  superintendent  of 
Malta  dockyard,  Admiral  Kellett,  that  the  craft  was 
unseaworthy,  and  so  the  Admiral  refused  to  let 
us    have    her.       I    told    the    Admiral    that    if    the 

1  Now  Admirals  Sir  Joliu  Hopkins  and  Sir  Henry  Fairfax. 
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maHtcr-sliipwriulit  would  take  his  owtli  tliat  she 
would  l;'(>  <Iowu  outside  Maltii.  liarlioui',  I  ;iiiil  uiv 
iViruds  would  j^'o  ill  her.  All  the  Adniiral  saiil  was, 
"  By  God,  the  luans  luad  I  "  'J'his  was  a  ureat 
disappoiuliucnt  to  us,  and  we  were  forced  to  lo(ik 
out  for  another  eraft.  A\'e  tinall}'  selecteil  u  rotten 
(»ld  cutter  ealled  the  Melita.  of  'JC  tons.  The 
Maltese  owner  of  this  eraft  evidently  did  not  think 
much  of  her  seaworthy  qualities,  and  wanted  us 
to  insure  ju-r,  which  we  declined  to  do,  as  we  argued 
that  if  she  went  (h)wu  we  should  i;o  down  in  her, 
so  what  was  the  use  !"  So  we  s(|uared  the  matter 
1)V  an  auTcement  that  if  we  lost  the  vessel  we 
should  pay  ium  .liZOO, 

The  night  of  tin-  3 1st  l)eceml)er  ISO"  we  danced 
the  old  year  out  at  Admiralty  House,  where  l.ord 
and  Lady  Clarence  Paget  gave  a  ball,  and  in  the 
early  hours  of  the  1st  Januaiy  LSOH  we  I'epaireil  on 
hoard  and  niade  sail  out  of  the  liai'ltour.  ()ur  piii'ty 
consisted  of  the  al)ove- named  ollicers,  two  idue- 
jackets,  a  ^laltese  servant,  aiul  myself.  We  nuide 
a  good  start,  and  by  sunset  had  left  Cape  J'assaro 
astern,  and  were  s[)inning  along  before  a  line 
southerly  breeze,  and  at  da^'light  of  2nd  January 
Moynt  Etna  was  well  abaft  the  beam.  The  breeze 
now  freshened  considerably,  obliging  us  to  reduce 
our  canvas  till  we  were  running  uiuler  a  sipiare 
sail,  which  we  had  borrowed  at  .Malta,  As  night 
came  on  the  wind  and  sea  had  increased  to  such 
an  extent  that  it  became  a  question  whether  to  I'un 
any  longer  or  lay-to.  After  a  consultation  we  de- 
cided to  let  her  run  and  chance  it  ;  but  in  thus 
decidino-  we  made  a  mistake,  for  1)V  midnight  it 
was  blowing  a  whole  gale  with  a  heavy  sea,  so  that 
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it  became  most  dani^fcrous  to  run  ami  too  I.itf  to 
heavo-to.  The  sea  nt  this  ♦limc  was  I'olliiiLi;  up 
Ix'liiiid  us  so  as  to  Ix'calm  the  siiil  as  the  littlr 
craft  sank  into  the  hoHtJW  of  th(!  waves,  ;iii;l  we 
momentarily  ex[)eeted  tliat  the  next  sea  would  \n' 
aboard  us.  Our  safety  Jiow  (h'peiided  on  keepiui;' 
ahead  of  it:  if  anythinti;  happened  to  tlie  sail  it 
would  have  been  all  over  with  us.  We  passecl  a 
most  anxious  iii^ht.  One  of  the  bbu'jackets,  who 
had  been  aeeustonied  to  small  fore-and-aft  vessels, 
took  the  h(dm,  and  stuck  to  it  bravely  all  tlirough 
the  dreary  hours :  the  danger  we  h;id  most  to 
fear  was  her  broach  in  l,^- to  in  the  trough  of  the  sea. 
To  add  to  our  troubles,  the  wretched  old  craft 
sprang'  a  leak.  AVe  manned  the  pum[)s,  but  they 
became  ch(>ked,  and  we  had  to  clear  away  below, 
and  throw  al)Out  a,  ton  of  ballast  overboard  before 
we  could  get  them  to  draw.  Towards  moriiing 
the  gale  moderated,  but  left  a  nasty  sea.  in  which 
the  yacht  tund)led  about  most  uncomfortably.  We 
had  no  sights  since  leaving  Valetta,  but  by  dead 
reckoning  we  made  ourselves  to  be  about  twenty 
miles  from  the  land,  and  at  10  a.m.  we  sighted  the 
island  of  Faro  to  the  northward  of  Corfu,  That 
night  we  were  becalmed  oft"  the  island,  and  had  to 
get  the  l:)oat  out  to  tow  her  clear  of  the  rocks. 
The  next  morning  it  blew  hard  from  the  south- 
east directly  in  our  teeth,  and  the  little  craft, 
lightened  of  her  l)allast,  was  nearly  on  her  beam 
ends ;  but  at  midnight  the  wind  shifted  to  the 
north-west,  and  we  reached  the  anchorage  off  Corfu 
at  three  in  the  morning,  thoroughly  worn  out,  as 
we  had  had  no  rest  since  leaving  Malta.  It  now 
blew    hard    from   the   northward,   and    we    dragged 
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•  •Ill-  anclior  till  lier  stern  was  ahuost  touchiiii;  the 
rncks,  ill  wliicii  position  we  remained  for  llu'  rest 
of  the  nio'ht.  At  (hiylii^ht  tlie  captain  of  a  (ircck 
steamer  sent  us  a  warp,  which  cnahled  us  to  haul 
into  a  better  hcrtli. 

After  a  run  ashore  to  stretch  our  le^s  and  ,<i;et 
another  anchor,  we  stai'ted  for  tiir  op[)osite  coast 
of  All)ania,  takin<4'  with  us  a  (ircck  heater  and  his 
two  (h)gs,  and  we  anchored  in  the  harhour  of  Catito 
in  time  for  an  evening's  shoot,  when  we  hai^^^cil 
len  couple  of  woo'h:ock,  some  snipe,  and  ducks. 
From  thence  we  went  to  Butrinto  and  had  another 
day's  shooting,  when  \\  o  returned  to  Corfu  for 
supplies,  and  having  sliipped  another  heater,  we 
sailed  for  tlie  Culf  '  '  Arii,  wliei'c  we  hoped  to  get 
some  good  sport.  Our  had  luck  continued,  tlie 
south-cast  wind  l»lowi"g  .strong  against  us;  .so  we 
put  into  the  snug  little  harbour  of  Levitatsa,  where 
we  had  a  capital  day's  shooting,  bringing  back 
twenty-one  eou})le  of  cock.  I'lie  next  day  we  put 
into  Phanare  harbour,  but  iinding  the  shooting  in- 
different, we  only  remained  one  day,  leaving  again 
on  the  morning  of  the  15th  January.  The 
wind  from  the  old  (quarter  was  blowing  hard,  and 
finding  we  could  make  nothing  against  it,  we  put 
back  to  Phanare  and  anchored,  intending  to  pro- 
ceed overland  if  tiie  wind  (*ontinued  foul.  The 
night  of  the  15th  set  in  dark  and  lowering;  b<jth 
wind  and  sea  had  increased  greatly,  and  the  yacht 
rode  uneasily  at  her  anchors,  rolling  gunwale  under, 
throwing  our  traps  about,  and  making  us  generally 
miserable.  By  midnight  it  was  Idowing  a  gale, 
accompanied  by  heavy  squalls  of  rain  and  snow. 
The   poor  little  craft  iilunged    bows    under    as  she 
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tuo;ge(l  and  strained  at  liei'  ciibles.  Sleep  was  out 
of  the  question,  and  we  waited  anxiously  for  the 
return  of  day. 

About  3  A.M.  the  wind  shifted  in  a  heav}'  squall  to 
the  south-west,  and  the  sea  broke  rio;ht  across  the 
hcirljour's  mouth,  taking  us  on  the  broadside.  Ever}^- 
thing  broke  adrift :  the  dogs  howled  with  fright,  and 
the  Greek  l)eater  joined  in  the  chorus.  The  yacht 
was  overwhelmed  with  the  sen,  and  began  to  drag 
her  anchors.  Our  position  was  now  most  critical : 
on  the  port  side  was  a  fiat,  sandy  l)each,  the  heavy 
rollers  breakino;  far  from  the  shore,  while  rio'ht  astern 
was  a  precipitous  coast  with  sharp  -  jiointed  rocks 
showing  here  and  there  through  the  breakers,  to- 
wards which  we  steadily  drifted.  It  was  now  all 
over  with  the  yacht,  and  we  had  not  long  to  wait. 
A  heavy  sea  lifted  the  vessel  and  hurled  her  with 
a  fearful  crash  upon  the  rocks,  turning  her  l)road- 
side  to  the  sea  and  cantino;  her,  fortunately  with 
her  deck  towards  the  shore.  The  niolit  was  dark 
as  jjitch,  lit  up  occasionally  l)y  forked  lightning, 
making  the  scene,'  if  possible,  more  awful.  Rain 
was  coming  down  in  sheets,  and  the  roaring  of  the 
surf  drowned  our  voices  as  the  doomed  craft  v.'as 
lifted  and  again  crashed  upon  the  rocks,  which  stove 
in  her  side,  fiUinfj  the  saloon  with  water.  It  was 
now  every  man  for  himself,  jind  God  for  us  all. 
Indeed  it  was  too  dark  for  one  to  see  what  any  one 
else  was  about.  Fortunately  we  all  kept  cool,  with 
the  exception  of  C!hristo,  one  of  our  Greek  beaters, 
who  after  calling  to  all  the  saints  to  help  him, 
jumped  overboard  and  disappeared.  Thiidving  it  was 
of  no  use  getting  ashore  on  this  inhospitable  coast 
without   a   gun,    I    groped  my   way  down   into   the 
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saloon,  found  my  (^\\\\  jind  a  liag  of  cai'tridifcs,  and 
made  for  tlie  ladder,  tiie  \va,ter  l)ein<j;  up  to  my 
waist  and  rising  fast.  Cidling  my  doLi'.  1  then 
jumped  overboard  into  the  nigiug  surf,  followed  by 
the  dog.  A  liig  sea  earried  me  well  up  on  to  the 
rocks,  up  wliieh  I  clambered,  and  then  held  on  to 
l>rcvent  my  being  swcjit  otf  by  the  backwash.  Feel- 
ing something  move  under  mv  hand,  1  asked  who 
it  was,  and  found  it  was  one  of  tlie  bluejac^kcts,  who 
said,  "It's  me,  sir;"  Sd  I  sang  out,  "All  right,  my 
lad,  we  are  all  tarred  with  the  same  brush  now." 
The  others  got  ashore  somehow,  and  in  a  short  time 
we  were  all  safe  exce[)t  Christo,  who  was  jammed 
between  the  rocks  and  the  vessel's  side.  We  heard 
his  cries,  l)ut  were  unal)le  to  help  him  till  da}-light, 
when  we  found  him  insensible,  with  some  of  his  ribs 
and  a  leg  broken.  The  yacht  bumped  for  a  short 
time  longer,  and  we  had  to  climb  higher  up  the 
rocks  to  avoid  the  mast,  which  l)eat  about  our  heads. 
But  she  soon  went  to  pieces,  and  at  daylight  there 
was  nothing  left  of  the  ill-fated  Melita  but  l)roken 
spars  and  a  few  |)hudvs.  We  waited  some  time  in 
hopes  of  recovering  some  of  our  })roperty,  but  in 
vain  ;  so,  carrying  poor  Christo,  we  made  our  way 
to  the  village  of  Phanare,  not  far  away.  I'he  first 
thino;  was  to  send  for  a  doctor  from  a  neighbourino; 
village  to  attend  to  the  wounded  beater.  The  doctor 
said  he  would  die,  so  we  then  sent  for  a  })riest  to  ad- 
minister the  last  rites.  I  ma\'  say  here  that  the  man 
eventually  recovered. 

We  remained  in  the  viUagc  two  days  and  nights, 
endeavouring  to  procure  horses  to  take  us  to  I're- 
vesa,  a  tow'n  situated  forty  miles  to  tlu3  southward; 
but  the  Albanians  refused  to  assist  us,  as  they  wanted 
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to  get  all  the  money  we  had  with  us.  Suspecting 
treachery,  we  kept  a  sharp  look-out,  Ijeing  deter- 
mined to  defend  our  lives  and  property  (which  latter 
did  not  amount  to  much)  at  all  costs.  Finding  it 
useless  to  wait  any  longer,  we  slipped  oflf  one  morn- 
ing before  daylight,  and  reached  Prevesa  after  a 
weary  tramp.  ^Ir  Barker,  the  vice-consul,  received 
us  most  hospitably,  and  did  all  he  could  for  us  dur- 
ing our  stay,  till  the  French  consul  very  kindly 
leiit  us  his  small  yacht,  in  which  we  returned  to 
Corfu.  From  thence  we  went  by  a  Greek  steamer 
to  Patras,  where  ^Ir  Wood,  our  consul,  was  most 
kind,  and  kept  us  till  we  found  a  steamer  to  take 
us  back  to  ]\Ialta. 

This  affair  not  only  cost  us  the  price  of  the  yacht 
and  our  effects,  but  I  also  lost  a  very  pleasant  trip 
by  it ;  for  during  our  absence  Lord  Clarence  went 
to  xVlexandria  in  the  Psyche  to  attend  the  open- 
ing of  the  Suez  Canal, — a  very  grand  function,  in 
which  I,  as  flag  -  lieutenant,  would  have  been  in- 
cluded. However,  I  never  refjretted  the  adventure 
— an  experience  of  that  sort  does  one  good ;  and  if 
nothino;  else  came  of  it,  it  consolidated  a  friend- 
ship  with  two  fine  fellows  which  can  never  be 
broken. 

The  Victoria's  turn  on  the  station  having  expired, 
she  returned  to  England  in  charge  of  Captain  Cod- 
rington,  and  I  was  restored  to  my  old  billet  as  first 
lieutenant.  On  arrival  at  Spithead  their  Lordships 
appointed  me  Hag-lieutenant  to  the  Board  of  Admi- 
alty  at  the  Naval  Review,  and  handed  me  my  com- 
mander's commission  at  its  conclusion. 
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THE   IJEIXDEER. 

After  promotion  caine  a  spell,  and  one  I  tlioroiiohly 
enjoyed,  enabling  me  to  see  something  of  my  friends 
and  relations.  But  a  time  eomes  in'  the  life  of  all 
sadors  and  soldiers  when  they  have  to  choose  be- 
tween giving  up  their  profession  and  all  elianees  of 
further  advancement,  or  breaking  up  a  happy  home 
!5ome  elect  the  former,  but  most  who  do  so"' live  to 
regret  it  sooner  or  later.  I  chose  the  latter.  It 
was  a  bitter  wrench,  but  I  did  right,  and  with  a  sor- 
rowlul  heart  I  again  left  the  shores  of  Old  Eiiohmd  in 
1871  to  join  the  Vestal  in  the  West  Indies.     "^ 

This  was  one  of  the  first  experiments  of  re^com- 
missionmg   a   ship   on   a   foreign    station,   and,   like 
many  others,  was  a  failure.     The  Vestal  had  already 
served    four    years    in    the    West    Indies,    and    was 
thoroughly  worn  out  — so    much    so   that   the   first 
time  we  lighted  a  boiler  for  condensing  purposes  it 
spouted  like  a  watering-pot.     On  my  reporting  the 
circumstance  to  the  Admiral  the  ship  was  ordered  to 
liiiigland,  and  we  were  turned  over  to  the  Reindeer 
a  beautiful  little  sloop  of  1000  tons,  ship-rigoed   and 
a  smart  sailer,  besides  being  able  to  steam  10  knots  • 
and  so  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  I  found  myself  in 
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cominand  of  as  Ixniiiy  a  little  craft  as  ever  gladdoiKMl 
the  eyes  of  a  sailor,  and  on  the  2nth  August  1871.  we 
sailed  for  the  Pacific. 

Oi'  niy  crew,  175  all  told,  there  was  not  one  of 
them  thirty  years  of  ao;e  ;  mostly  they  were  about 
twenty — a  smart  set  of  young  fellows.  In  fact,  I 
was  the  oldest  man  in  the  ship  except  the  chief 
engineer,  the  (h:)ctor,  and  the  hlacksmith.  We  could 
do  anything  with  our  little  craft — reef  topsails  in 
stays ;  and  when  going  into  Rio  harhour,  with  the 
sea-breeze,  studding-sails  both  sides,  we  shortened 
all  sail  and  made  a  running  moor  (a  thing  never 
seen  nowadays),  to  the  admiration  of  the  foreign 
men-of-war  in  the  hai'bour. 

In  a  small  ship  the  capt.ti.i  knows  all  about  his 
ship's  company  —  their  names,  ages,  and  acquire- 
ments. The  men  look  to  him  as  a  father,  and  follow 
his  advice  with  touching  simplicity,  even  changing 
their  religion  at  his  sugcjestion,  and  askino-  his 
opinion  on  every  subject,  sometimes  a  delicate  one. 
A  young  fellow  came  before  me  to  v.'isli  to  become 
a  I'oman  Catholic-  "  For  what  reason  ?"  I  inquired. 
"Because  my  father  was  one."  "Then  you  cannot 
do  wrong  to  follow  his  example,"  said  I,  and  he  was 
forthwith  entered  on  the  books  11.0.  Another  poor 
fellow  came  to  ask  my  advice  in  the  following  inter- 
esting case.  When  we  had  been  eighteen  months 
from  home  some  kind  friend  sent  him  word  that  his 
wife  had  been  delivered  of  twins  I  and  he  said  his 
messmates  chafled  him  about  it.  Things  did  seem 
rather  mixed  somehow.  "  Why,"  I  exclaimed,  "  that's 
all  right ;  your  messmates  are  a  set  of  fools.  Its  only 
nine  months  for  each  child  !  "  He  went  away  perfectly 
satisfied,  saying,  "  The  captain  says  it's  all  right !  " 
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At  Madeira,  we  fell  in  with  a  (Jennan  corvette, 
the  N3'inph(',  and  as  slic  was  the  same  sixe  as  the 
Kcinch'cr,  and  we  were  lioth  hound  to  \V\n  de 
Janeiro,  we  agreed  to  raee  to  tliat  [)ort,  and  we 
l»eat  her  hy  eleven  daj's.  We  wci'e  unfortunately 
detained  at  l\io  for  three  weeks  on  aceount  of  a 
difference  hctween  some  of  our  marines  ;iiiil  sonic 
Braziliaii  hoatnien,  resulting  in  the  death  of  two  of 
the  blacks,  and  I  was  a(;cused  of  screenin.cf  my  men, 
so  it  was  not  till  the  IStli  October  we  were  allowed 
to  de])art.  On  the  2nd  November  we  anchored  in 
Port  I.ouis,  one  of  the  snuii;  harbours  of  the  Falk- 
land Isles,  and  the  next  day  proceeded  to  Port 
Stanley,  the  principal  harbour  and  seat  of  oi^vern- 
ment.  After  a  very  pleasant  fortnight's  stay,  dui'ing 
which  WG  enjoyed  some  capital  spent  amono-,st  the 
wildfowl  which  abound  there,  we  left  for  Valj)araiso 
via  the  Straits  of  ^[agcllan.  Tliesc  straits  are  now 
so  well  known  as  to  need  no  description.  Four 
days  after  makino;  the  eastern  entrance  we  sighted 
the  Pacific  Ocean  and  entered  Smyth's  Cliannel, 
thereby  securing  smooth  water  for  400  miles  before 
taking  to  the  open  sea.  The  scenery  in  Smyth's 
Channel  is  very  fine — lofty  mountains  capped  with 
eternal  snow,  and  <)i;laciers  cominsi;  down  to  tlie 
water's   edge.  . 

Some  of  the  harl)ours,  though  small,  are  very 
secure  ;  but  one  night  we  failed  to  reach  the  j)ort 
we  were  making  for,  and  being  overtaken  bv  dark- 
ness,  mistook  our  route  and  found  ourselves  in  a 
cul-de-sac  surrounded  by  floating  ice.  We  })assed 
a  most  anxious  night,  the  ice  grinding  against  the 
ship's  side ;  and  at  daylight,  whilst  running  out  of 
the  sound,  we  came  into  collision  with  a  huge  piece 
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of  ice  (HI  ;i  level  with  the  water,  wliidi  l»ruiiL>Iit  ii.s 
11))  with  a  vii^leiit  sliock  aii<l  (huiiau,('(l  the  stnu 
and  (h'taiiicd  us  somewhat,  so  that  it  was  not  till 
!i  week  afterwards  we  reaehetl  \  alparaiso,  where 
we  found  (jrders  fi-om  the  Admiral  to  {trocccd  to 
Caliao.  AVe  had  a  tame  cat  on  hoard  which  used 
to  jumi)  overhoard  from  the  ^aiiu'wav  after  fish 
heads  whi''h  weri'    thrown  overhoard   hv  the  native 


A  glacier  in  Smyth's  C/uiiiiilI. 

fishermen  ahmgside.  Having  secured  the  prize, 
she  would  swim  down  to  the  gangway  and  mew 
to  be  taken  on  board  aii'ain.  I  never  lieard  of  such 
a  thing,  and  wouhl  not  have  beUeved  it  if  I  had 
not  seen  the  performance  many   times. 

We  had  been  but  a  few  days  at  Caliao  when  I 
received  a  telegram  from  the  Admiralty  to  return 
to  Rio  on  account  of  the  murder  of  the  black 
boatmen,  in   compliance  with   which  we  started   on 
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;i  liMit;'  cruise,  iiitciKliiiL!;  to  u'n  round  the  Ilnrn  ; 
l)Ut  t'ortuiKitcly  wlii'ii  tlii'cr  weeks  out  we  sighted 
tlie  island  of  Juan  Fcrnandex,  and  lieiui;"  desirous 
of  visiting-  tho  s|)ot  associated  with  tlie  storv  of 
'  lvo1)inson  Crusoe,'  [  dro|i]ied  amdior  in  the  roads, 
and  there  found  II. M.S.  Scylhi,  and  h'aiiit  from 
the  caj»tain  that  our  orders  to  return  to  llio  had 
l)een  countermanded,  their  Lordships  l)ein,u:  satistii'd 
with  my  ex|thination  ;  so  we  remained  a  few  days 
at  tliis  h)vel3'  ishmd,  liuntini;'  the  wihl  u'oats  and 
tliorou^idy  enjoyint,^  oui'sidves.  The  day  Itefore 
our  departure  so.ne  of  our  sportsnu'ii  aecideiitally 
set  fire  to  tlie  hrusliwood  and  destroyed  a  (|uantity 
<if  stacke(l  timber.  A  claim  was  made  aeaiust  me 
for  "2000  dollars  for  the  (lania,i;e  done,  so  1  was  in- 
volved in  two  suits  at  the  same  time, — one  for 
beine-  accessory  to  a  murder,  and  the  other  for 
arson, — neither  of  whi(di,  however,  came  to  anythino-. 
On  the  passage  to  Valparaiso,  whither  we  were 
now  ordered,  we  sighted  the  Andes  before  sunrise 
at  the  amaziuii'  distance  of  180  miles!  This  is  not 
so  astonishing  as  it  appears,  when  the  height  of 
the  mountains  is  considered,  some  of  the  peaks 
being  over  20,000  feet  high.  From  ^'alparaiso  we 
returned  to  our  station  at  Callao,  wliere  we  re- 
mained till,  on  the  22nd  .lul\  1872,  a  most  serious 
and  bloody  revolution  broke  out  without  warning, 
r  was  on  the  p(»int  of  ste})ping  into  the  train  for 
Lima  that  eveuino-  when  a  rumour  reached  me  that 
a  revolution  had  broken  out  in  that  cit}',  and  that 
President  Balta  had  been  thrown  into  prison,  so  1 
returned  on  board  to  wait  events.  The  report 
proved  to  be  true,  the  principals  engaged  in  the 
transaction   bein";  General  Tomas  Gutierrez  and  his 
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two  lirotluTH,  Silvcstn^  and  Miirci'lliaiio.  The  loi'tiior 
procliiiiiu'il  hinisclt'  Dictator,  and  issiu'd  a  lM»niI)asti(' 
|)r<)('laniati(Mi,  rallini!;  upon  tliu  "itizcns,  the  army, 
and  the  navy  to  support  liini.  In  (.'allao  tlic  naval 
comniandcrs  met  together  and  resolved  to  ignore 
the  Dictator,  and  the  Peruvian  fleet  left  the 
harhoui'  and  auehored  oil'  San  Lorenzo,  out  ot" 
I'i'urh  of  the  hatteries  at  Callao.  (Jutierrez,  haviuL;" 
secured  the  person  of  the  President,  endi-avoured 
to  induce  the  |)rincipal  olHcers  of  the  army  to 
recognise  him  as  their  chief,  but  to  their  credit 
they  all  declined  to  do  so,  and  resigned  their  com- 
missions. 

In  (."allao  all  remained  (juiet  U[»  to  this  time,  al- 
though business  was  suspended,  and  the  })refect, 
Don  Pedro  l^):dta,  a  l)rother  of  the  President,  gave 
up  his  ('(mimand,  and  the  soldiers  (piartered  at 
Callao  were  relieved  l)y  others  from  Lima,  under 
the  command  of  Silvestre  Gutierrez.  Some  stray 
shots  were  fired  in  the  streets  of  Callao  that  night, 
and  the  captain  of  the  port  and  other  otUeials  sent 
in  their  resignation,  which  did  not  tend  to  allay 
the  u'cneral  excitement.  The  foreign  nu'rchants 
therefore  formed  themselves  into  a  guard  for  the 
protection  of  their  [)ro[)erty.  I  now  otiered  to  all 
who  might  seek  the  }irotection  of  the  British  iiag 
an  asylum  on  hoard  the  lleindeer ;  in  res[)onse  to 
which  many  people  came  on  hoard,  amongst  them 
C*olOnel  F.  Balta,  another  brother  of  the  President. 
Gutierrez,  being  in  want  of  funds,  seized  the  money 
in  the  mint,  and  threatened  several  bank  managers 
with  imprisonment  unless  they  advanced  him  all 
he  rec[uircd  :  in  this  way  he  procured  some  300,000 
dollars,  part  of  which,  however,  was  never  paid. 
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(111  llir  cvciiiiiL,'  of  tile  "JUli  .Iiilv  sharp  liriiin' 
coiimienccd  in  the  streets  of  ('allao,  the  sdMicrs 
\\Y\u;j,  iiuliscriiiiinatcly  on  all  tliry  saw:  the  iii- 
liaMtants  resisted  as  well  as  tlicy  could,  severul 
Itciii^'  i<illed  (111  l)oth  sides  duriiiu,'  tlie  iiijj;lit.  (hi 
tlie  'Jjth  the  city  ot"  Lima  was  placeil  under  martial 
law;  the  rails  connoctinu'  liima  and  Callao  were 
toi'ii  u|t,  and  all  communication  lietwecn  the  two 
cities  cut  oil'.  Heavy  tiriiiji;  <'ontiiiU(M]  in  ( 'allao 
duriun'  the  iiiiiht,  the  forts  heinii;  taken  l»y  the 
soldiers  and  retaken  hy  the  people.  .Many  <•!"  the 
soldiers  liaA'iiiL;'  deserted,  Silvestre  ntde  to  Lima  for 
reinforcements,  leaviuij,"  ordei's  to  his  soldiers  to 
shoot  every  man,  woman,  or  chiM  they  mii^lit  see, 
and  declaring;  his  intention  of  returninu'  in  a  few 
hours  to  burn  ('allao.  Ilajjpily  he  was  destiiicd 
never  to  return  to  carr\'  out  his  e\il  intentions, 
for  beini;'  recognised,  h'  was  sliot  in  the  railway 
station  111  Lima.  His  iirother  .\Larcelliano,  hearing 
of  the  occurrence,  determined  to  wreak  his  \-en,u('anc(\ 
oil  the  President,  and  calline'  the  otlicer  of  the 
guard,  they  pr(x;eeded  to  the  prison  whei-e  Halta 
was  conHned.  Marcelliano  llred  his  revoKei-  at 
him  as  he  lay  on  his  couch  ;  the  olHeer  of  the  guard 
followed  his  example,  and  the  soldiers  completc'l 
the  work  with  their  hayoiiets.  rTaving  perpetrated 
this  atrocious  murder,  Marcelliaiio,  escorte(l  l)^'  a 
body  of  soldiers,  returiieil  t(»  ('allao,  telling  his 
men  that  they  slionld  have  one  hour  for  cutting 
throats  and  two  more  for  sacking  the  town.  Most 
providentially  the  Moodthirsty  villain  never  lived 
to  carry  out  his  threar,  for  whilst  pointing  a  gun 
for  the  destruction  of  the  town,  he  was  killed  by 
a  ritie-ball. 
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Whilst  tliese  events  wore  takinp^  place  we  were 
not  altogether  idle  spectators  on  board  the  Rein- 
deer.  On  the  evening  of  the  25tli  a  depntation  of 
gentlemen  waited  upon  me,  on  behalf  of  the 
British  residents,  and  asked  me  to  protect  them,  as 
all  authority  and  order  were  at  an  end,  and  the 
town  at  the  mercy  of  an  armed  and  lawless  mob. 
1  was  now  placed  in  a  difficult  position,  for  my 
orders  were  most  positive  not  on  any  account  to 
mix  myself  up  with  any  revolutionary  proceedings. 
On  the  other  hand,  1  could  not  look  on  and  see 
my  countrymen,  and  women  and  children,  being 
butchered  without  doing  somethiuir ;  so  I  returned 
a  civil  answer  to  the  gentlemen  forming  the  depu- 
tation, and  assui'ed  them  that  I  would  do  what  I 
could  to  assist  them.  The  Ponsacirla,  an  American 
frigate  flying  a  commodore's  broad  pendant,  was 
lying  in  the  roads,  also  a  French  gunboat,  so  I 
hoped  that  between  us  we  might  land  sufficient 
men  to  protect  our  friends  from  the  brutality  of 
the  soldier3\  It  was  now  10  p.m.,  so  I  went  aboard 
the  Pensacola  to  see  the  commodore,  beino-  sanuuine 
of  success.  The  commodore  had  turned  in,  but  I 
insisted  on  seeing  him,  explained  the  state  of 
affairs,  and  asked  for  his  co-operation.  He  flatly 
declined,  saying  he  had  seen  a  good  deal  of  these 
revolutions.  I  said,  "  Do  you  intend  to  stand  by 
and  do  nothing  whilst  our  countrvmen  are  beinfj; 
slaughtered  ashore?"  "Well,"  said  he,  "I  ixuess 
they'll  have  to  go."  Finding  it  useless  to  remain 
longer,  I  returned  to  my  ship  much  disheartened, 
as  I  could  not  land  many  men  from  my  small  ship's 
company.  It  was  of  no  use  asking  help  from  the 
French   gunboat,    as   she    was   a    very   small    vessel 
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and  had  but  tew  men  ;  so,  after  consulting  with 
my  first  lieutenant,  I  landed  some  picked  men,  and 
distributed  them  m  the  houses  of  the  ]>rincipal 
residents,  more  to  oive  them  a  feelino-  of  security 
than  actual  force.  The  men  were  armed  with 
revolvers,  and  supplied  with  signal  -  rockets,  so  as 
to  keep  u[)  communication  with  the  ship  in  case 
further  assistance  was  recpiired.  They  were  in- 
structed to  confine  themselves  strictly  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  houses  in  which  thev  were  lodged, 
and  not  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  contend- 
ing parties.  I  passed  a  most  anxious  night  — 
anxious  foi  Jie  safety  of  my  friends  ;  also,  had  any 
collision  ensued  between  my  men  and  the  rabble 
and  any  of  the  former  been  killed,  1  sliouhl  have 
been  court  -  martialied  for  direct  disobedience  of 
orders,  and  my  commission  would  have  been  for- 
feited. But  it  was  no  tiuie  to  think  of  that,  so  I 
put  mv  instructions  awav  and  waited   events. 

The  followinu'  inornino;  I  landed  with  mv  cox- 
swain,  carrying  a  white  ensign,  and  visitcnl  several 
houses  of  the  British  residents.  ]Mr  Vi.  P.  Grace's 
house  was  in  a  very  exposed  position,  and  had 
been  pierced  with  riHe-balls  in  several  places.  The 
guns  at  tlie  castle  were  also  directed  on  it.  The 
ladies  of  the  family  were  natui-ally  much  alarmed, 
and  were  desirous  of  ooino;  on  board  the  Reindeer . 
but  whilst  making  their  preparations,  sharp  firing 
recommenced,  the  street  in  front  of  the  house  was 
raked  by  rifle-balls,  several  of  which  came  through 
the  walls  and  fell  into  the  rooms  where  we  were 
assembled.  We  therefore  placed  the  ladies  in  an 
inner  room  for  extra  security  until  a  temporary 
lull  in  the  firing  enabled  us  to  sally  forth,  the  cox- 
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swain  loading  with  the  boat's  ensign.  After  trav- 
ersing a  few  streets,  we  reached  my  boat  and 
were  soon  safely  on  lioard.  On  our  return  to  the 
house  some  four  days  afterwards,  when  peace  had 
boon  restored,  we  found  that  a  shell  had  pierced 
three  walls,  and  lodged  in  the  very  room  where 
the  ladies  ha<l  been  placed,  wrecking  the  furniture. 

By  the  death  of  Marceiliano  the  safety  of  Callao 
was  secured  and  order  soon  re-established ;  at  the 
same  time  news  was  received  of  the  death  of  General 
Tomas  Gutierrez  in  Lima  The  bodies  of  the  three 
l)rothers  were  hung  up  naked  from  the  cathedral 
towers  in  Lima,  and  afterwards  cut  down  and 
pulilicly  burnt  in  the  Plaza.  With  this  closmg 
scene  of  the  drama  the  revolution  ended  as  suddenly 
as  it  had  liegun,  and  Senor  Pardo  was  proclaimed 
President  of  the  Repul)lic, 

Nothing  of  importance  occurred  during  the  re- 
mainder of  our  sta}'  in  Callao,  and  I  was  pleased 
to  receive  the  approval  of  my  commander-in-chief, 
Admiral  Farquhar,  and  subse(|uentl3'  th;it  of  the 
Lords  of  the  rVdm  xulty,  for  my  share  in  the  pro- 
ceedings, although  they  did  not  approve  of  the 
landing  of  my  men. 

On  leaving  Callao  we  were  ordered  to  the  coast 
of  ]\Iexico,  and  when  three  davs  out  we  sisfhted 
the  Galapagos  Islands,  lying  on  the  equator,  and 
dropped  anchor  in  Post  Office  Bay,  Chark^s  Island, 
the  southernmost  of  the  group.  At  daybreak  the 
next  morning  I  started  in  company  with  several  of 
the  officers  and  some  bluejackets  to  explore  the 
island.  A  trail  led  us  up  through,  a  desolate  region 
with  cinders  underfoot  interspread  with  thorny 
jungle,  till   at  an  altitude  of    1000  feet  we  reached 
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a  plateau,  and  emerged  from  a  wilderness  to  a 
beautiful  park-like  eountr}',  with  hills  and  valleys 
and  fine  forest  tn-es,  rich  o'rass  under  our  feet,  and 
many  varieties  of  fruit-trees  and  wild-llowevs.  The 
temperature  also  was  dcligiitful  :  in  faet  we  were  in 
a  dirterent  climate.  We  at  length  reached  a  settle- 
ment co]isisting  of  two  huts,  where  we  met  with  a 
cordial  welcome  from  Colonel  Zerda,  the  comman- 
dant of  the  island,  whilst  a  couple  of  duhky  damsels 
prepared  us  an  excellent  re])a.st.  In  the  colonel's 
garden  s])lendid  potatoes,  lettuces,  maize.  l)ananas, 
oranges,  lemons,  cotfee,  and  tobacco  flourished  in 
profusion.  The  colonel  told  lu  that  thci'e  were 
plenty  of  wild  cattle,  pigs,  and  goa:s  on  the  island, 
so  after  a  spell  we  started  off  in  search  of  them, 
and  succeeded  in  ha^o'inoj  a  line  vounu'  bull,  when 
we  retraced  our  ste[)s  to  the  ranch,  and  after  a 
good  supper  turned  in  for  the  night,  but  had 
hardly  (hme  so  when  a  terrifie,  u)n-oar  ensued.  It 
seems  that  the  island  was  a  penal  settlement  be- 
longing to  Ecuador,  and  some  very  notorious  char- 
acters were  transported  there.  One  of  these  rascals 
came  to  the  ranch  durino;  the  nio-ht  with  the  m- 
tention  of  murdering  the  colonel,  who  was  luckily 
on  his  guard,  and  seeing  the  man  iip[)roaching  him 
knife  in  hand,  he  broke  his  revolver  over  his  head  : 
all  six  barrels  exjdoded  simultaneously,  and  the 
man  fell,  as  we  su})posed,  dead  The  colonel  was 
swearinor  in  Si)anish  and  the  jiirls  screaminii;.  ILjw- 
ever,  order  was  at  length  restored,  and  we  turned  in 
nsjain,  and  were  unmolested  for  the  rest  of  the  night. 
The  next  morning  we  made  an  earl}^  start  for 
the  hills,  dividing  the  party,  my  coxswain  accom- 
panying  me.      Presentl}''    we    heard    the    lowmg  of 
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cattle  in  a  valley  ])c]ow  us,  and  soveral  shots  fiiNHl, 
one  ])all  coming;  un])leasantly  near  us,  followed  l)y 
the  crashing  of  timber,  ns  though  some  beasts  were 
coming  our  way,  so  we  stepped  behind  a  boulder, 
wlien  a  fine  brindled  l)ull  a})p(!ared  not  forty  yards 
off,  I  gave  him  the  first  barrel  behind  tlie  shouhh'r, 
which  dro[)ped  him  on  his  knees ;  l)ut  he  was 
quickly  up  again,  when  a  second  ball  crashed 
through  his  ribs,  rolling  him  over.  I  had  hardly 
reloaded  when  an  inuuense  black  bull  hove  in  sight 
and  received  a  ball  in  the  shoulder,  dro})piiig  him 
in  his  tracks,  tie  was  followed  l)y  two  others,  at 
which  I  fired;  but  they  turned  and  galloped  <l()\\ii 
the  hill,  and  I  lost  sight  of  them.  Thinking  tliat 
both  the  others  were  dead,  I  walked  up  to  where 
the  first  was  lying,  and  found  him  dead.  Whilst 
admiring  his  proportions,  my  coxswain  suddenly 
cried  out,  "  Look  out,  sir,  here  comes  the  other ! " 
I  turned  round  just  in  time,  and  sure  enough  there 
was  the  black  IjuU  that  I  had  wounded  charging 
down  upon  us  not  ten  yards  otf.  He  was  a 
desperate-looking  brute,  his  head  down  and  blood 
pouring  from  his  nostrils  as  he  charged ;  but  a  l)all 
between  the  eyes  at  point-blank  range  stopped  him, 
and  he  rolled  over  dead  at  my  feet.  We  were  now 
joined  l)y  the  rest  of  the  party :  they  had  also 
killed  a  bull  in  the  valley,  and  there  seemed  to  be 
considerable  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  who  had 
killed  it,  one  claiming  that  he  had  given  the  coup 
de  grdce  whilst  in  the  act  of  charging,  whereas  the 
principal  wounds  were  in  the  stern  !  However,  we 
had  bagged  three  bulls  before  breakfast,  which  was 
uot  so  bad. 

We    remained    another     day    with     the    colonel, 
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hunting  cattle  and  pig  with  varied  success.  We 
also  came  across  a  herd  of  wild  asses,  and  were 
told  that  horses,  goats,  and  domestic  fowl  ran  wild, 
were  to  be  met  with,  whicli  I  can  well  l)elieve, 
We  saw  none  of  the  terrapin,  or  land  -  tortoises, 
whicli  used  to  abound  on  these  islands  .  they  ap- 
pear to  have  been  wellnigh  exterminated  by  the 
whalers,  who  killed  them  for  food.  We  saw 
numerous  iquanas,  both  land  and  water  specimens, 
the  latter  most  repulsive-looking  re])tiles.  which 
took  to  the  water  on  being  disturbed.  The  colonel 
and  the  two  twirls  escorted  us  to  the  boat  On  the 
way  down  we  met  with  one  of  the  colonel's  men, 
a  villainous  -  looking  scoundrel  armed  with  a  long 
knife,  the  same  man  who  had  had  the  revolver 
broken  over  his  head.  The  colonel  immediately 
"  went  for  him,"  and  tried  to  draw  a  bead  on  him 
with  his  rifle  ;  but  the  man  dodged  behind  the  trees, 
showino'  fjreat  asjilitv.  The  women  beoan  howling, 
and  we  sat  down  and  smoked  to  watch  the  per- 
formance. After  considerable  theatrical  display  and 
a  o'reat  deal  of  bad  lansjuao-e  the  ])arties  were  recon- 
ciled,  but  the  colonel  said  he  should  certainly  shoot 
the  fellow  on  the  first  opportunity.  We  dined  on 
board,  and  passed  a  merry  evening;  and  the  next 
morning,  having  loaded  our  kind  host  with  presents 
in  return  for  his  hospitality,  among  the  presents 
being  a  revolver  and  a  pair  of  handcuffs,  we  weighed 
anchor,  and  making  sail  to  a  fresh  breeze,  soon  left 
the  island  astern. 

A  smart  passage  took  us  to  Mazatlan,  the  principal 
seaport  on  the  coast  of  Mexico,  where  we  enjoyed 
some  capital  duck-shooting,  especially  in  the  early 
mornino;s  and  evenino;s.     On  one  of  these  occasions 
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I  was  oul  with  an  Irish  .'issistant-surncou  ;  wc  were 
wailing  for  duck.s  on  the  burcU'rs  of  a  lagoon  just 
before  daybreak,  when  the  iloetor  said  he  saw  an 
alligator.  There  eertainly  was  a  movement  in  the 
water  and  some  object  just  awash,  so  the  doctor 
fired.  Immediately  there  was  a  great  commotion, 
followed  l)y  some  choice  Spanish  oaths.  It  seems 
an  Indian  was  stalking  the  ducks,  and  was  creeping 
along  the  bottom  with  only  his  head  above  water, 
his  stern  just  breaking  the  surface,  in  which  part 
of  his  ])erson  he  received  the  charge.  The  doctor 
had  a  i)ressing  engagement  elsewhere,  but  he  assured 
me  afterwards  that  as  he  had  only  snipe-shot,  he 
didn't  think  there  was  much  tlamage  done.  ()ne 
day  whilst  quail-shooting  at  the  baek  ol  the  town, 
accompanied  by  my  coxswain,  we  were  surprised 
by  the  report  of  artillery,  and  a  round-shot  pitched 
close  to  us,  followed  by  a  siiell  which  burst  in  a 
bush  close  by,  u])on  which  we  moved  on.  It  ap- 
peared that  the  ^lexicau  artillerymen  were  out 
practising  in  anticipation  of  an  attack  from  the 
rebels,  who  were  said  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood. 
At  this  time  we  heard  rumours  of  a  prol>able  revol- 
ution in  the  town  of  Tepic,  a  place  of  considerable 
importance  situated  fifty-six  miles  inland  from  San 
Bias;  and  on  receipt  of  an  urgent  letter  from  Mv 
Heaven,  one  of  the  principal  residents  there,  I  pro- 
ceeded in  the  Reindeer  to  San  Bias,  and  started 
immediately  for  Te})ic  by  mail-coach,  taking  with 
me  a  couple  of  otticers  and  two  bluejackets.  It 
appeared  that  a  notorious  chief,  named  Lousada, 
who  had  governed  the  province  for  some  years, 
being  called  on  to  tender  his  submission  to  the 
President,  declined  to  do  so,  and  prepared  to  resist. 
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This  actiuii  cuuslmI  imicli  alann  ainoiiLi.st  the  resi- 
dents, who  appealed  to  me  for  assistance.  Tepie 
beinjjj  so  tar  from  the  coast,  it  was  not  easy  for  me  to 
aH'ord  it;  l)Ut  tlie  moral  sup})ort  of  an  EnLi'lish  oHicer 
coming  to  stay  willi  them  gave  great  satisfaction  to 
the  foreign  commnnity,  and  1  spt-nt  a  very  j)lea.sant 
six  weeks  in  their  society  as  the  guest  of  Messrs 
Barron,  Forl)es,  ^\:  Co.,  of  which  house  Mr  Jleaveu 
was  the  manager. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  time  it  became  necessary 
for  me  to  return  to  my  ship,  as  F.ou.sada  had  declareil 
war  against  the  Government,  and  announced  his  in- 
tention of  marching  on  Mazallaii  with  oOOU  men, 
at  the  same  time  despatching  a  force  of  like  nund)cr 
to  attack  the  city  of  Guadalajara.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances it  seemed  to  me  that  my  pi'esence  was 
recpiired  at  Mazatlan,  and  1  notified  tiie  residents  at 
Te[)ic  of  my  intention  of  jiroceeding  there.  When 
on  the  point  of  sailing  for  that  port.  1  received  a 
letter,  signetl  by  the  leading  merchants  of  Tepic, 
beuiiinu;  me  to  remain  at  Han  Bias,  as  thiiiifs  had 
assumed  a  very  threatening  aspect  in  Tepic  :  the 
teleu'raidi  wires  had  been  cut  bv  orders  ol  Lousada, 
and  his  .soldiers  lined  the  roads,  cutting  oti"  all  com- 
munication with  the  cit}\  The  difficulty  now  was 
to  oblige  both  parties,  as  I  could  not  l)e  in  both 
places  at  once  ;  so  knowing  that  it  would  take 
Lousada's  troops  six  days  to  reach  ^lazatlan,  1  agreed 
to  remain  forty-eight  hours  longer  at  8an  Bias.  In 
reply  to  this  I  received  a  letter  from  ^Ir  Heaven, 
sent  by  a  circuitous  route,  to  say  that  he  was  going 
to  make  the  attempt  to  reach  San  Bias  with  his  wife 
and  family,  and  that  several  other  families  would 
follow  his  example. 
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The  iioxt  morniiipj  on  liiiidiiig  i  found  the  custom- 
hoiisp  (losorlod  by  the  emphn'ees,  and  tlie  captain  of 
the  port  had  disapjx'ared,  their  phieea  l»eing  filhMl 
by  Lousada's  otHcials.  JLivincf  borrowed  a  nude,  1 
started  on  the  road  to  T('i)ie  to  meet  my  friends, 
and  after  ridinj;'  twenty  miles  I  had  the  ]>h^asure  of 
finding  them,  and  returned  with  them  to  San  Bhis, 
wiiere  they  took  u}»  their  (juartcrs  in  a  house  behjng- 
ing  to  Mr  Barron. 

'I'hat  night,  as  I  was  ahout  to  retire,  Mr  Heaven 
canic  ah>ng.side  in  a  canoe,  having  l)een  warned  l)y 
a  friendly  Indian  that  fiousada  had  sent  oi-ders  from 
Tepic  to  arrest  him  and  take  liini  back  to  that  city, 
with  the  view  of  a  heavy  ransom  ;  so  making  him  com- 
fortai)le  for  the  niuht,  I  sent  an  otiicer  and  a  guard 
of  bluejackets  to  protect  the  house,  in  case  the  ladies 
and  children  should  be  molested.  The  next  morning, 
when  Lousada's  soldiers  ap}»eared  and  demanded  ^Ir 
Heaven  to  ])e  given  up,  they  were  surprised  to  find 
their  bird  flown  and  the  premises  in  jiossession  of 
English  seamen  well  armed  and  readv  for  action. 
On  this  being  reported  to  me,  I  landed  and  inter- 
viewed the  official  who  had  attempted  the  arrest. 
1  found  him  at  h;  ofHce  with  his  secretary!  and 
a  more  rascally  pair  of  scoundrels  it  would  be  difKcult 
to  find.  They  sat  together  at  a  table,  each  grasping 
a  revolver  pointing  my  way,  so  I  told  them  to  turn 
the  barrels  awaj',  which  they  did.  I  then  asked  for 
an  explanation  as  to  why  an  English  gentleman  and 
my  guest  had  been  so  grossly  insulted.  They  re- 
plied that  they  were  acting  under  instructions,  and 
intended  to  carry  them  out  if  they  could  ;  so  I  told 
them  that  Mr  Heaven  was  safe  on  board  the  Reindeer, 
and  likely  to  remain  there.     The  same  night  a  rein- 
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]\rt';nnvliilc  my  foi'ty-ci^lit  liours'  cr^'nco  liiid  noarly 
ir'Xpiivtl.  Durinj^  this  time  maiiv  familios  had  loft 
Topic  and  iirrivod  jit  8an  Bhis,  to  place  thonisolves 
under  the  protection  of  the  British  tlapj,  so  wo  made 
preparations  to  emhark  these  poor  peo[»le  an<l  convoy 
them  to  Mazatlan.  With  this  object  in  view  I  laiido(l 
on  the  2nth  January,  leaving  orders  for  steam  to  l»e 
readv  at  2  P.M.  On  landinsc,  two  letters  from  the 
before-mentioned  otHcial  wore  given  uu\  forbidding 
mo  to  embark  aiiv  refu«j;oes  on  board  the  Reindeer, 
and  coolly  requesting  me  to  comply  with  the  demand 
by  orders  of  Lousada  I  The  letters  were  in  Spanish, 
with  which  1  was  familiar;  but  lu'lng  desirous  of 
gaining  time,  I  pretended  not  to  understand  them, 
and  requested  the  aid  of  an  interpreter.  In  the 
meantime  I  sent  word  to  the  first  lieutenant  to  de- 
spatch all  the  boats  ashore  "manned  and  armed." 
Tiie  people  flocked  down  to  the  beach,  and  whilst  I 
was  puzzling  over  the  letters  at  the  captain  of  the 
port's  otiice,  upwards  of  one  hundred  men,  women, 
and  children,  with  all  their  effects,  were  eml)arked. 
AVisliing  the  otHcials  a  fond  adieu,  I  then  embarked 
myself,  and  soon  afterwards  the  l\oiiideer  was  steam- 
ing out  of  harbour  bound  for  ^lazatlan.  I  heard 
afterwards  that  the  ca})tain  of  the  port  considered 
1   had  played  him  a  dirty  trick. 

Fortunately  we  had  a  quick  and  smooth  passage. 
As  we  had  no  accommodation  for  so  large  a  number, 
the  greater  part  had  to  remain  on  deck — no  great 
hardship  in  that  fine  climate.  We  spread  sails  for 
them  to  sleep  on,  and  awnings  sloped  over  them, 
and  with  the  flags  of  England  and   Mexico  draped 
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around,  tlic  deck  looked  very  idiccrt'ul  and  home-like. 
The  ilitliculty  of  feediuu!;  them  was  got  over  by  rigging 
a  long  table  on  deck,  whore  relays  of  "  Hqujii'o  "  meals 
were  served,  the  ladies  l)eing  accommodated  m  niv 
cabin.  (Jur  receittion  at  Mazatlan  was  most  enrhusi- 
astic,  and  we  were  in  good  time,  Ibr  Lousada's  Ibrces 
had  met  with  a  repulse  some  leagues  from  the  city. 

Lousada  was  soon  afterwards  defeated  and  lied  to 
the  mountains,  where  he  was  betrayed  and  captured. 
He  was  tried  by  court-martial  in  Tepic  and  shot. 
Thus  perished  the  robber  chief  of  .Mexico  —  the 
"Tiger  of  Te[)ic,"  as  he  was  appropriately  called — 
one  of  the  most  celebrated  bandits  of  the  (hiy.  For 
fourtecMi  years  he  had  defied  the  authorities,  eluding 
the  troops  sent  to  ca])ture  him,  and  only  leaving  his 
retreat  in  the  mountains  to  kill  and  torture  with 
horrible  cruelty.  His  name  will  ever  be  associated 
with  the  most  diabolical  (jutrages  and  r.nreknting 
brutality  to  men  and  women. 
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ClIAPTEK    Xlll. 

DKSTKCtTloN    oV    THV.    (TIN     (iK    SAX    s.\  I.VADnl;    l;V 
AN    KAirrjU^XAKK. 

(»N  the  I:m1i  Kt'la-iiiii'v  lS7r5.  afTiiirs  at  Arfizatliui 
liaviiiLf  resuincd  their  iionnal  condition,  1  left  tor 
ranama  and  intermediate'  ])ort.s.  and.  after  a  short 
stay  at  AeajMih-o  and  Man/anilhi.  where  we  had 
some  ('a})ital  duck-shoot  inu'.  reached  I'^onseca,  Bn}', 
one  of  the  most  l)eautiful  antl  hottest  phaees  on 
the  coast,  on  the  18th  .March.  Two  davs  afterwards, 
when  I  was  on  the  ]M)int  of  starting'  htr  I'anania  with 
steam  up,  a  rumour  reache<l  nie  that  a  lerrihh'  earth- 
quake liad  taken  phice  in  Salvador,  and  that  the  city 
of  JSan  Salvador,  the  ca[»ital  of  thi-  state,  had  been 
destroyed.  1  could  uain  no  inforniathjn  from  the 
authorities  on  shore,  and  those  with  wliont  I  con- 
sulted discredited  the  story.  Just  at  this  time  an 
American  mail-l)oat  came  in.  and  her  captain  told  me 
that  he  had  met  witli  very  had  weather  outside,  and 
that  when  leaving  the  porr  of  Jlealejo  tlie  sea  was  so 
confused  that  his  ship  was  almost  unmanageahle. 
This  convinced  me  that  somo  con\  ulsion  of  nature 
had  taken  place,  and  1  determined  to  proceed  at  once 
to  La  Libertad,  the  seaport  of  San  Salvador,  and  see 
for  myself  what  had  hapijened.      So  the  same  night  I 
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put  to  sea,  and  arrived  at  La  Liliertad  the  following 
moriiiiio;.  The  captain  of  the  port  confirmed  the 
report  of  the  earthquake,  and  said  that  the  city  of 
San  Salvador  no  lons^er  existed  !  I  at  once  engaged 
a  coach  and  four  mules,  and,  accompanied  hy  two  of 
tlie  otiicers — one  being  the  surgeon — started  for  tli.'i 
cnpital.  The  distance  was  but  tliirty-six  miles,  but 
the  road  was  so  bad  we  only  reached  a  village  about 
half  way  by  nightfall,  where  we  put  up  for  the  night. 
The  house  where  we  slepc  had  !)een  much  shaken  and 
cracked  by  the  earthquake,  and  in  the  morning  we 
were  told  thnt  they  fully  expected  it  to  fall  during 
the  night.  However,  no  such  catastro})he  occurred, 
and  we  made  an  em-lv  start,  reachins;  Santa  Tecla,  a 
considerable  town,  three  leagues  from  the  capital,  by 
8  A.M.  This  place  had  been  severely  shaken.  Most 
of  the  houses  wei-e  cracked,  but  none  throv/n  down. 
We  here  met  with  man}-  poor  families  who  had  left 
San  Salvador  with  all  their  worldlv  C'oods.  The 
bullock-drivers  were  doing  a  roaring  business,  charg- 
ing ten  times  their  prdinar}^  fare. 

Drivinii  through  Santa  Tecla,  we  pushed  on  for  the 
capital.  As  we  approached  the  city,  signs  of  destruc- 
tion were  everywhere  visible.  A  massive  aqueduct, 
b}^  which  the  city  was  mainly  supplied,  was  demol- 
ished, the  ruins  almost  blocking  up  the  road,  so  that 
we  had  some  ditticulty  in  passing  ;  and  thence  to  the 
suburbs  of  the  city  our  progi'ess  was  constantly  inter- 
rupted with  the  debris  of  fallen  houses,  till  at  last 
our  driver  said  he  would  go  no  farther ;  but  having 
threatened  him  with  a  revolver,  he  })uslied  on  and 
drove  us  into  the  Plaza,  where  we  found  the  Presi- 
dent and  many  of  the  inhaljitants  encamped.  I  at 
once  waited  upon  his  Excellency  and  made  known  to 
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)iim  the  object  oC  „„,  vis,>        , 

«-n„„o.t    terms   ],i.,    „,.ati  n.I,'         r''"'"*'"'    "'    f'"-' 
'!"  ""-■  of  assistances  o';    '  "'  -^""i-^L.-'nt  at 

^^'^'HUuasnf..,;      J    ';.'-'  fl- Irtish  CWsnl- 

E",^iisl.    Ha,,.      He  e       e       ,    ,      '^,""''""""'«'    ''^  «.o 
I^''">-.  "'t''afe,v.H|,er  E  ;      *''«/-'<='=-™"«.I     .M,. 

",'g   I'i""',  contninin,,  40  000    :      ,"  ^  "'^'  """"  ""■'- 
»t"UHl,  it  no  Ion,,o,.exi.s;;,,"''^'""  "*  '^"  I'""  ''.'^l 

t^'t  materia,  over  s       :';,';:',;':;   *  ^'  -lvanta,,e  of 
de.,troye<l,  and  tl,e  catl,    I,.'        ''i    ""'     '-•"™l'letelv 

-'-tantadiv- inoit  or:  r  ,:;:^;'  ''■'' ^■''"-'- 

li.ecatl,edral,s|,i,e„,,,„,|c,,  ,    ''\      J"'"^'   "^  '■'"»«■ 
J  liave  represented  in     ,'%;"""'  '"  ''"-'  i'"«""» 

^f^;::i';t^:;:^::':;'--''w^.™..nt,.,., 

"'tervals  till  the  19th  'ul,  '''  '  "'""'"'"-"l  ^" 
completed  tlio  destruction  J.'  '■''''■^'  ''"''-■"»  s'lO't 
f'-cks  had   wm,,„';";;;:',  J°-»";';^'iy  the  previous 
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tioii  of  life,  wliicli  was  coiisi(leral)le,  wouM  have  ]won 
much  ijrcatcr.  The  United  States  ^linistcr,  Mi" 
Biddle,  had  a  very  narrow  escape  :  liis  house  having 
fallen,  he  had  harely  time  to  save  himself  and  his 
family  l>y  rushinsj;  into  the  i>fitio.  An  Enghsli  hidy 
was  sleeping  in  the  consuhite  when  tlic  wall  fell,  and 
tlie  room  she  was  in  was  ••omplutelj''  wrecked,  and 
she  must  have  been  kiUed  l)ut  for  some  beams  which 
lodged  diagonally  across  the  room  and  prevented  the 
walls  from  crushing  her. 

Accounts  differed  as  to  the  numbers  killed,  and  the 
truth  could  not  be  ascertairi--<l.  as  many  bodies  lay 
buried  under  the  ruins,  in  the  hospital  several  poor 
wretches,  unable  to  es('a})e  owing  to  their  infirmities, 
were  killed  by  falling  walls;  and  some  prisoners  were 
killed  in  the  jail  before  they  could  be  removed.  In 
places  the  earth  had  opened,  leaving  great  fissures  ; 
and  graves  had  been  rent  asunder  and  the  bodies 
exposed.  The  action  of  the  Government  during  this 
terrible  time  was  most  praiseworthy.  The  President, 
b}''  his  admiraltle  regularions  and  the  discipline  he 
enforced,  mai'itained  order.  The  city  was  placed 
under  martial  law,  and  those  found  in  possession  of 
property  of  which  they  could  give  no  satisfactory 
account  were  ordered  to  be  shot. 

During  our  stay — some  forty-eight  hours — we  ex- 
perienced seven  shocks  of  earthquake  of  more  or  less 
intensity  :  they  seemed  to  come  on  about  sunset  and 
daybreak,  but  they  did  no  further  damage,  as  there 
was  not  much  more  that  could  be  done  unless  the 
earth  (jpened  and  swallowed  us  up,  and  with  this 
we  were  threatened,  some  of  the  cracks  being  of 
considerable  width  and  depth.  The  effect  produced 
upon  the  nervous  system  l)y  these  constant  shocks 
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was  such  that  several  porsoiis  hopame  insane,  and 
iijioii  animals  and  birds  it  was  remarkai)le.  Horses 
an<l  nudes  wci'o  rendered  useless  i'roni  fri^'lit,  and 
trembled  at  the  slio-htcst  sound.  At  every  shock 
cocks  crowed  and  pio-oons  wheeletl  wildly  in  the  air. 

The  city  of  San  Salvador  had  been  already  en- 
tirely destroyed  by  earrhrjuakes  ci<!:ht  times  within 
150  years,  and  partially  so  every  ninth  year  :  the 
ground  on  which  it  is  built  is  a  mere  shell,  and 
produces  a  hollow  sound  when  struck.  Notwith- 
standing this,  the  President  issued  a  decree  on  the 
day  following  the  disaster,  saying  that  the  city 
would  be  rebuilt  upon  its  old  site.  One  cannot 
hel])  admiring  the  pluck  of  the  old  soldier,  which, 
however,  in  this  case  partook  of  obstinacy 

San  Salvador  has  no  less  than  seven  active  vol- 
canoes within  a  radius  of  thirty  miles,  and  the 
mountain  of  Ysalco  was  in  full  blast  dui'ing  this 
time,  but  the  suppressed  volcano  of  St  Thomas  was 
supposed  to  be  the  one  which  did  die  mischief 

Much  sympathy  was  shown  to  the  poor  Salva- 
dorians  durino-  these  calamities,  one  town  contrib- 
uting  one  hundred  cart-loads  of  provisions  and  a 
considerable  imiount  in  cash.  It  was  not  much  we 
could  do  ill  this  wav,  as  we  were  already  short  of 
provisions;  but  we  sent  all  we  could  spare,  reserving 
barely  sufficient  to  (;arrv  us  to  Panama. 

The  President,  the  American  JMinister,  and  the 
English  consul  having  gratefully  declined  to  take 
shelter  on  board  the  Reindeer — gallantly  preferring 
to  remain  at  their  posts  —  and  the  services  of  our 
surgeon  not  being  recpiired,  there  was  no  object  in 
remaining  longer  in  the  city,  and  w^e  returned  to 
the    ship,    escorted    by    some   of  our    newly    found 
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frieivH.  We  reaclied  La  Lihertad  after  a  ride  of 
five  hours,  and  found  the  ship  rollinn;  lieavily  at 
her  anchors;  so  having  embarked  a  few  refugees, 
we  sailed  for  Fonseea  Bay,  and  from  thence  to 
Panama,  arriving  tliere  on  3rd  A})riL  Being  short 
of  provisions,  I  went  ashore  to  see  the  contractor, 
and  arranged  for  a  supph'  of  prime  American  salt 
pork,  wliich  duly  arrived  on  hoard.  Before  stow- 
ing it  under  hatches  we  fortunately  opemxl  one  of 
the  casks.  The  result  was  a  stampede  :  the  deck  was 
cleared  at  short  notice,  the  cask  iieaded  U[),  and  the 
whole  consignment  returned.  Some  time  afterwards 
I  met  the  contractor,  and  upbraided  him  for  sending 
us  stinking  pork.  "  Well,  captain,"  said  he,  "  I'm 
so  sorry ;  but  the  pork  wasn't  so  bad.  I  sold  it 
afterwards  to  a  French  gunl)oat,  and  they  said  it 
was  first-rate."  The  gunboat  sailed  from  Panama 
and  was  never  heard  of  again  ! 

Incendiary  tires  use<l  to  l)e  so  common  in  Panama 
that  at  last  the  insurance  companies  refused  to  have 
any  further  dealings  with  them.  It  was  a  common 
remark,  "  How  is  So-and-so  ?  "  "  Oh,  he's  all  right ; 
he  had  a  good  fire  last  week  ! "  I  was  spending  the 
evening  with  a  friend  on  shore,  and  he  told  me  he 
had  been  very  badly  trc  ited  by  .an  English  insurance 
company.  "  Would  you  believe  it,"  said  he  ;  "  I  had 
a  splendid  fire,  everything  went  off  first-rate,  and 
yet  those  rascals  refused  to  pay  because  the  policy 
had  not  reached  them  in  time,  and  they  «lisputed  the 
dates.  Had  it  not  been  for  my  brother-in-law,  who 
altered  the  dates,  I  should  not  have  got  my  money ! 
and  how  could  I  support  my  large  family  ? "  I 
sympathised  with  the  poor  fellow  in  this  hard  case, 
and  went  sadly  down  the  street. 
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We  had  not  been  twenty-four  hours  in  that  port 
when  a  revolution  lirokc  out,  and  ritle  -  lialls  were 
flying  about  the  streets.  Fortunately  oi'der  was  soou 
restored,  a  few  black  soldiers  only  beiuo-  killed.  We 
found  orders  from  the  commander-in-chief  directing 
us  to  proceed  to  Vancouver  Island  as  soon  as  we 
had  refitted — a  prosi)ect  we  all  hailed  with  delight. 
Leaving  Panama  on  the  80th  Aj)ril,  we  touched  once 
more  at  the  Galapagos  Islands,  and  on  the  22nd  June 
we  anchored  in  the  beautiful  harbour  of  Esquimalt, 
Vancouver  Island. 

AVe  came  to  \'ancouver  pre[)ared  to  be  pleased, 
and  we  were  not  disap[)ointed.  To  my  mind  it  is 
one  of  the  most  delightful  of  our  colonies,  condjining 
as  it  does  the  rare  attractions  of  pleasant  society, 
lovely  scenery,  and  good  sport  with  gun,  rifle,  and 
rod.  We  arrived  at  the  very  best  time  of  year,  and 
thoroughly  «njoyed  ourselves — fishing  for  salmon  in 
the  harbour,  and  trout-fishing  in  the  livers  and  lakes, 
following  up  with  grouse  and  wildfowl-shooting  and 
hunting  deer  in  the  woods.  Salmon  make  their  ap- 
pearance in  the  harbour  in  July,  and  may  be  taken 
trolling  with  spoon  ])ait  or  herring.  They  do  not, 
as  a  rule,  take  the  tly,  but  they  have  been  known 
to  do  so.  Grouse  -  shooting  begins  on  August  1. 
Tiiere  are  two  sorts  of  grouse  to  be  found  in  the 
woods,  the  blue  and  the  willow.  The  former  are 
fine  birds  of  a  dark  slaty  colour,  but  give  poor  sport, 
as  they  take  to  the  trees  when  Hushed  and  remain 
there  to  be  shot.  Willow  grouse  are  smaller  and 
handsomer  birds,  and  are  considered  the  best  for 
the  table.  Black-tailed  deer  used  to  be  plentiful  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Esquimalt,  but  h?ve  probably 
been  thinned  out  since  my  time,  and  I  have  enj(jyed 
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cjood  sport  "  still-liuiitiiitf "  them  m  the  woods  with 
ritlc. 

In  company  witli  ^Ir  Coleri<lQ;e,  one  of  the  Hag- 
sliip's  officers.  I  had  some  capital  sport :  we  often 
l)rou<>]it  back  from  ten  to  fifteen  brace  of  i^rouse,  a 
few  ducks,  and  now  and  then  a  deer.  This  same 
officer  accompanied  me  to  Ilorseslioe  Bay,  about 
fifty  miles  from  Victoria,  where  we  had  excellent 
s])ort ;  also  at  Chcmainus,  and  on  Admiral  and 
Thetis  Islands,  in  the  sound  between  Vancouver  and 
the  mainland.  On  one  of  these  occasions  we  met  with 
a  most  amusing  adventure.  We  happened  to  look 
in  at  a  farmhouse  to  ask  for  a  idass  of  water,  or 
milk  if  we  could  get  it.  The  farmer's  wife  seemed 
a  crusty  old  party,  and  gave  us  a  reception  the 
reverse  of  cordial.  My  poor  old  dog  Rose  was  the 
first  to  catch  it,  for  having  taken  up  her  quarters 
under  the  table,  she  was  speedil}'  ousted  with  a 
broom-stick,  and  we  were  soundly  rated  for  a  pair 
of  ixiachinti;  vaoabonds.  We  were  eiven  a  ejlass  of 
skimmed  milk,  and  were  olad  to  clear  out.  The 
followino-  Sunday  I  invited  all  the  neiohbourinfj 
farmers  with  their  wives  and  families  to  come  on 
board  the  Reindeer  for  divine  service,  and  to  dine 
with  me  afterwards.  To  our  oreat  amusement  one 
of  the  first  arrivals  was  our  excitable  hostess,  arrayed 
in  her  best  clothes.  The  old  lady's  horror  and 
astonishment  was  orcat  on  finding  that  the  two 
dirty  poachers  were  officers  in  her  ^lajesty's  service  ; 
but  to  make  matters  worse,  whilst  we  were  at  dinner 
in  my  cabin,  and  the  poor  soul  was  my  honoured 
guest,  the  quartermaster  rejiorted  that  a  dog  had 
swum  off  to  the  ship,  so  I  gave  orders  to  bring  him 
down   and   cive  him    his    dinner.      Presently  a  big 
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.shno-oy  poodlo  came  into  the  cabin  drip])iiig  with 
water  and  leavinu' a  trail  l)rhin(i  him;  the  ohl  hidy, 
at  once  recoL^aiisiniL!;  lier  doi:;  Peter,  p;avi'  a  sliriek 
and  went  otl'  into  hysterics.  Her  ajiohifjies  for 
hax'inii;  treated  us  so  shal)l»ily  were  ratlier  em- 
harrassing.  However,  we  [laciiied  her  l>y  promising 
t(»  hioiv  in  again  at  her  house,  whicli  we  did  some 
<hiys  afterwards,  when  we  met  with  a  verv  ditl'eient 
reception.  ( )ld  liose  was  treated  to  as  much  millv 
as  siie  coukl  stow,  and  my  ('(ixswani  was  headed 
with  a  cargo  of  fruit,  eggs,  iiud  hiUter,  cVe.,  to  last 
us  a  fortnight.  (Jur  best  (hiy's  sp(n't  was  twenty- 
two  brace  of  grouse  and  a  couple  of  deer  on  Thetis 
Islan(L 

8()nie  very  fine  timber  is  grown  on  the  main 
ishind,  and  we  brought  back  a  shipload  to  Esipii- 
malt.  Some  of  the  trees  measure  300  feet  in 
height,  as  straight  as  a  candle,  and  one  that  we 
measured  was  bl  feet  in  circumference.  One  of 
the  midshipmen  of  tlie  squadron  was  the  proud 
possessor  of  a  new  double-barrelled  gun,  given  him 
by  his  father.  One  day  he  went  out  shooting  in 
the  woods  acc(mipanied  by  an  Indian,  who  led  him 
some  miles  away  from  the  settlement.  Presently 
the  Indian  saw,  or  })ivtended  to  .see,  a  partridge  in 
a  tree.  The  mid  could  not  sec  anything,  so  takinu" 
the  gun  and  directing  the  lad  to  keep  still,  the 
rascal  commenced  crawling,  looking  back  occasionally 
to  beckon  the  youngster  not  to  move  on  any  account. 
The  last  the  })Oor  middy  saw  of  the  Indian  he  was 
still   crawliiiL!;,   and    he  never    saw   him  or    his  gun 


again  ! 


Besides    "  still-huntiim" "   in    the    woods,   deer  are 
hunted  with  dogs,  driven  into  the  water,  and  shot; 
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but  tills  is  no!"  a  very  sjjortsnuui-likc  jji-oceodiiig. 
In  spcakini,'  of  deer,  I  allude  to  the  hlack-tail  buck, 
which  arc  coniuion  In  the  island :  there  are  also 
wapiti,   hoars,   an<l  panthers  in   the   interior. 

After  a  most  deliii'htful  four  months  spent  at 
A'aneouver,  we  received  orders  to  [)roeee(l  to  Panama, 
touching  at  San  Franeiscto  and  other  ports  en  rontf, 
and  we  took  our  departure  with  much  regret  on 
tlic   28th   October. 

Whilst  coaling  at  San  lilas,  1  took  a  run  u})  to 
Tepic  to  see  my  friends  there.  We  started  before 
daylight  in  the  mail-coach,  and  arrived  at  Navaretti, 
the  first  halting-place,  at  daybreak.  Here  J  was 
horrified  to  find  that  one  of  the  other  i)assenger.s 
sitting  opposite  to  nu'  was  suffering  from  smallpox 
in  the  most  virulent  form.  Fortunately  1  had 
been  recently  revaccinated,  but  it  made  me  fed 
very  uncomfortable  foi  the  rest  of  the  journey. 
However,  we  filled  the  coach  with  tobacco  smoke 
and  kept  our  i)ij)Ls  going  all  the  time,  and  were 
none  the  worse.  _  We  met  with  a  very  cordial  re- 
ception in  Te})ic,  and  a  grand  /('^r  was  given  in  our 
honour,  followed  by  a  ball  antl  a  garden-part}-,  and 
on  taking  our  de})arture  the  general  ])r(jvided  a 
guard   of  cavalry  to   escort  us   back   to  San   Bias, 

Whilst  waiting  for  supernumeraries  at  Panama, 
I  found  time  for  some  shooting  in  the  neighbour- 
hood,  and  bagged  many  ducks  and  alligators  in 
the  Pacora  river,  besides  an  occasional  deer.  One 
night  a  great  fire  broke  out  in  the  city,  destroying 
the  Grand  Hotel  and  other  buildinos.  W^e  landed 
a  party  from  the  ships  and  assisted  greatly  in 
saving  the  city  from  destruction.  The  picturesque 
old    cathedral   was  fortunately   saved,  but  one-third 
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of  the  town  Wii8  destroyed    before   we  u;ot  the   fire 
under. 

During  our  stay  in  Panjimanian  waters  T  was 
ordered  by  the  Admiral  to  rejxirt  on  tlie  dilferent 
projects  for  connecting  the  Pacific  with  the  iVtiaiitic 
Ocean.  Of  the  many  sciiemes  proposed,  the  two 
which  found  favour  were  the  Nicaraguan  route  and 
Panama  Canal  :  as  we  now  know,  the  latter  !:as 
proved  a  failure,  and  thri  Nicaraguan  ('anal  is  in 
process  of  construction.  There  can  l»e  no  doubt  of 
the  success  of  this  undertaking  when  once  the 
canal  is  made,  and  of  the  immense  trafiic  at  present 
carried  round  Cape  Horn  am'  thi-ough  tlu;  Straits 
of  Magellan  that  would  be  diverted  through  this 
channel. 

AVhilst  examining  the  Isthmus  of  I'anama  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Cliagrcs  river,  1  came  u|)on 
an  Irishman  pros}>ectiug  for  gold.  He  told  me  that 
there  was  plenty  of  gold  in  the  country,  and  showed 
me  specimens  of  the  ]>recious  metal  he  had  obtained  , 
but  he  said  he  had  been  veiy  unfairly  treated  l)y 
a  smart  Yankee  in  New  York  to  whom  he  had 
sent  a  sample  of  earth  to  be  assayed.  To  his 
disii'ust  the  answer  came  back  that  it  was  wortli- 
less — when,  said  he,  "  I  salted  it  m3'self!"  meaning 
that  he  had  mixed  a  large  quantity  of  gold-dust 
with  the  earth  ! 

On  the  9tli  April  we  returned  to  the  coast  of 
jMcxico,  and,  after  some  splend'''  duck-shooting  at 
Acapulco,  pro(;eeded  up  the  coa^,,  visiting  our  old 
haunts,  and  including  a  very  interestinyj  cruise  in 
the  Gulf  of  California,  where  we  found  the  small 
INIexiean  deer  fairly  numerous,  also  hares  and  duck ; 
but   the  terrible  heat  made  hunting  very  laborious. 
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Lower  ('alifoniia  is  rich  in  iiiiiici'iils — ('oppcr,  silver, 
and  ,t;'ol(l  ;  and  at  l-a  l*;i/  tlicrt;  is  a  N'alu.iMc  |tc;i;l- 
fislior}',  the  pearls  heint,^  in  no  way  interior  to 
Oriental  ones. 

On  our  return  to  Alazatlau  I  lu-ard  of  my  pro- 
motion to  post-captain,  and  at  Aea|)ul('o  I  found 
Commander  Anson  waiting'  to  reliev(!  me;  so  lia\'in,u' 
trausferriMl  the  command  to  him,  I  took  leave  of 
the  Iveiiideer,  and  returned  home  rli'i  San  l^'raneisec* 
and  New  Yoriv,  hreakinu!;  mv  journey  at  Salt  l^ake 
City  and  Niagara.  At  Salt  Lake  1  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  interviewing!;  that  gross  impostor  Brigham 
Young,  and  hearing  one  of  his  sermons,  a  co[)y  of 
which  I  procured.     Here   is  an  extract : — 

"  1  wish  my  women  to  understand  that  what  I 
am  going  to  say  is  for  them  as  well  as  others,  and 
I  want  tlio.se  who  arc  here  to  tell  their  sisters. 
Yes  1  all  the  women  in  the  conv  nity.  I  am 
going   to    give  you   fnmi   this   time  the   Gth   of 

October  next  for  reflection,  that  you  may  deter- 
mine whether  you  wish  to  stay  with  }'our  hushands 
or  not,  and  then  I  am  going  to  set  every  woman  at 
liberty  and  say  to  them.  Now,  go  your  way.  And 
my  wives  have  got  to  do  one  of  two  things  :  either 
round  up  their  shoulders  to  endure  the  affliction  of 
the  world,  and  live  their  religion — that  is,  polygamy' 
— or  they  must  leave,  for  I  will  not  have  them  al)out 
me.  I  will  go  to  heaven  alone  rather  than  to  have 
scratchino-  and  fighting  about  me.  J  will  set  all 
at  liberty.  What !  first  wife  too  ?  Yes  !  liberate 
them  all. 

"  I  want  to  go  somewhere  or  do  something  to  get 
rid  of  the  whiners. 

"  If  you  stay  with  me  you  shall  comply  with  the 
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liiw  of  CJod  without  wliiiiiiiii;,  -ind  round  up  your 
sliouldors  to  w.'dk  u|)  to  tlio  nuirk  without  any 
fjruntiiin; ! '' 

At  I)ulV;do  my  travellinjj;  ('oni])!UiioM,  u  charniiiiij; 
youiiLi;  l^'rciichinan.  was  taken  suchh-nly  ill  in  the 
middle  of  the  ni^Iit  witli  all  the  svni[)to]ns  of  Asiatic 
cholera,  wliich  he  had  contracted  in  Touciuin  I 
knew  no  one  in  the  [)lace,  hut  1  weni  to  a  druu 
store,  hought   up   all    the   mustard  -  plasters    I    could 
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him  with  brandy,  left  him  for  tlie  night.  Next 
morning  I  fetched  a  (h)ctor,  wlio  ordered  |>erfect 
rest;  hut  I  had  to  (;atch  the  steanu'r  Russia  at 
New  York,  and  my  poor  friend  hegged  nn.'  not  to 
desert  him,  as  lie  said  he  w(juld  certainly  die  ;  so  T 
engaged  an  invalid  'arriage,  got  him  ahoard,  and 
took  him  to  New  York,  and  so  to  England,  where, 
1  am  ha[>py  to  say,  he  completely  recovered.  ( 'a))tain 
Cook  of  the  Russia  was  a  well-known  character,  a 
strict  martinet,  not  given  t(j  wasting  words  with  his 
passengers.  Une  cloudy  day  he  was  endeavouring 
to  get  a  sight  of  the  sun  for  his  daily  reck(jning, 
Avhen  an  American  passenger  observed,  "  I  guess, 
captain,  you  didn't  get  that  oljservation."  "Which 
didn't  prevent  you  from  making  yours,  sir,"  was  the 
neat  reply. 

Soon  after  I  had  returned  to  England  and  settled 
down  for  a  long  spell,  with  prospects  of  unlimited 
shooting  and  fishing  for  at  least  two  or  three  years, 
I  reeeived  an  otfer  from  xVdmiral  IIanco(;k,  who  was 
ap])ointed  commander-in-(diief  in  the  Pacific,  to  serve 
as  his  flag-ca})tain.  It  was  too  good  an  offer  to  be 
refused,  especially  as  the  admiral  was  one  of  the 
kmdest   and    best  of  men,  and  an  excellent   otiicer. 
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Moreover,  1  knew  the  station  from  end  to  end.  The 
Shah  was  to  be  his  flagship — a  fine  vessel,  fast  under 
steam  and  sail,  and  fitted  with  all  the  latest  ini[)rove- 
ments  of  that  date.  So  to  Portsmouth  I  went,  and 
DeLivn  fitti'io;  her  out. 

The  admiral  went  out  by  mail  steamer,  and  we 
were  to  follow  as  soon  as  the  ship  was  ready.  The 
Shiii;  w;is  one  of  the  first  ships  fitied  with  the 
Whitehead  torpedo,  whicli  liad  only  then  been 
introdu'^ed  into  the  serviee ;  and  as  it  wns  c(^n- 
sidcred  necessary  that  the  captain  should  be  familiar 
with  this  formidable  weapon,  the  chief  enoineer, 
the  ijunnery  lieutenant,  r.nd  myself  underwent  daily 
instruction  in  it.  Having  mastered  the  details  of 
its  construction,  we  were  sent  out  to  Spithead  every 
day  in  an  old  paddle-steamer,  the  Vesuvius,  to  prac- 
tise at  a  movinsf  target.  We  had  almost  comitleted 
our  course  when  a  terrilde  accident  happened.  We 
were  steamino;  out  of  Portsmouth  Ilarhour  as  usual, 
and  charging  the  torpedo  with  c<mipressed  air.  'Ilie 
working  pressure  usually  em])h»yed  was  1000  lb.  to 
the  square  inch.  I  noticed  the  gauge  mark  GOO  lb. 
and  then  remain  stationar}',  although  the  air-pum]» 
was  still  working  at  full  speed,  and  I  [)ointed  out  the 
circumstance  to  iNlr  Blank,  the  engineer,  who  was 
instructing  us.  lie  noticed  at  once  that  somethinij 
was  the  matter,  and  stooped  down  to  rectify  it,  when 
at  that  moment  tlie  air-pump  burst,  scattering  large 
pieces  of  the  iron  casing  in  all  directions.  There 
were  five  of  us  in  the  little  compartment — the  chief 
engineer,  the  gunnery  lieutenant  of  the  Siiah,  Mr 
BhuJ:  (his  real  name),  Mr  Hook,  another  engineer 
belonging  to  the  Vesuvius,  and  myself.  The  next 
instant  there  were  but  three  of  us  left  standing  and 
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unhurt  :  tlie  two  engineers  were  apparently  dead. 
Poor  Blank':-!  head  was  oli',  and  we  were  l)e.s])attered 
with  liis  blood  and  hrains  ;  tiic  other  lay  still.  We 
at  once  put  hack  int«»  harl)()ur  and  landed  the  two 
victims.  IIap]»ily  Mr  lL»<)k  was  not  killed,  ;ind 
he  eventually  recovered..  His  jaw  was  broken,  and 
he  was  otherwis(>  injured  ;  I  tut  beini"'  well  nurs<;d  1)V 
his  wife,  he  i)ulled  throutrh.     This  accident  threw  a 


pu 
over  us  all,  and  cut  short  our 


course  of  in 


gloom 

struction  ;  ])Ut  we  had  hud  enough  of  the  Whitehead 

torpedo  for  the  time. 

Just  when  the  Shah  was  ready  for  the  pendant, 
and  I.  was  looking  forward  to  commissioning  her  and 
joining  the  admiral  at  Valparaiso,  J  received  a  tele- 
gram from  him  to  say  he  was  invalided  and  on  his 
wa}'  home.  He  reached  home  only  to  die,  and  1 
never  saw  his  face  again.  This  was  not  only  a 
heavy  blow  to  me,  losing  a  kind  friend  with  whom 
I  looked  forward  to  s})end'iig  a  happy  (;ommission, 
but  was  also  professionally  disastrous  ;  for  on  another 
admiral  Ikmiil""  -ippoiiited,  it  became  necessary  f(jr  me 
to  tend(  r  my  resignation,  and  I  was  once  more  thrown 
out  of  employment,  and  lost  not  only  a  splendid  ap- 
p(*intment,  but  my  home  in  ►S(;otland,  which  I  had 
giveii  up  and  could  not  recover.  And  so  it  came  about 
that,  instead  of  ploughing  the  blue  waters  of  the 
Pacific,  that  autumn  found  me  in  Norway,  consoling 
myself  with  rod  and  gun,  and  it  was  not  till  May 
1878  that  I  again  toi.i..  to  the  water. 

The  old  store-ship  Nereus,  which  had  done  duty 
at  Valparaiso  for  many  years,  being  quite  worn  out, 
it  was  decided  to  replace  her,  and  the  Litfey  frigate 
was  selected  for  the  purpose,  when  I  was  otfered  the 
job  of  taking  her  out  and  returning  home  by  mail 
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stoamcr.  It  was  not  quite  the  sort  of  service  I 
should  have  chosen,  l)ut  [  gladly  accepted  it,  as  it 
offered  a  pleasant  cruise,  a  speedy  return,  and  would 
be  sure  to  lead  to  a  better  ap[)ointment.  The  Liffey 
had  at  one  time  been  a  smart  50-uun  screw  frifjate, 
but  her  engines  were  removed  and  only  a  few  guns 
left  on  the  upper  deck  :  she  was  ballasted  with  coal 
to  give  her  stability,  and  her  spars  were  reduced,  so 
she  was  nothing  else  than  an  undermasted,  under- 
manned coal-hulk — not  quite  the  sort  of  craft  to 
be  proud  of. 

We  left  Plymouth  Sound  on  the  2Gth  May,  and 
owing  to  light  winds  and  calms  made  a  long  passage 
to  Madeira,  where  we  enjoyed  a  pleasant  stay.  Sail- 
ing again  on  the  IGth  June,  we  picked  up  the  north- 
east trade-winds,  and  were  making  good  progress  to 
the  southward,  when,  two  days  afterwards,  we  spoke 
the  German  bark  Anita  of  Hamburg,  bound  for  the 
West  Coast  of  Africa.  The  smart  little  craft  outsailed 
us,  and  was  soon  lost  sight  of.  About  9  p.m.  the 
officer  of  the  watch  reported  a  light  on  the  starboard 
bow  and  a  rocket  in  the  same  direction,  so  we  altered 
course  and  soon  made  out  a  sail,  and  running  close 
under  her  lee,  hailed  her  to  know  what  she  wanted. 
The  answer  came  back,  "  Ship  on  fire."  We  at  once 
hove-to  on  her  weather  beam  ;ind  sent  a  boat  on 
board.  She  proved  to  l)e  our  little  friend  the  Anita 
with  her  cargo  on  fire.  I  then  went  on  board  with 
another  boat,  taking  the  fire-engine  and  a  party 
of  men  with  buckets.  The  captain  told  me  that 
his  cargo  was  a  most  combustible  one,  consisting 
of  demijohns  of  a  fieiy  spirit  made  out  of  rotten 
potatoes,    intended   for   the   West   African    negroes; 
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alsD  harn^ls  of  potrolciiiii  aiul  ouii[)()\V(ler,  a  oliost  of 
tlie  latter  beiiio-  stnwcd  m  liis  <'Ml>in.  As  I  ste])i)e(l 
on  l)()anl  t]i(>  flames  l)ursr  out  of  the  calnu.  in  whii'li 
;is  the  raptains  doo'  liowiiiio;  foi"  assistanee  We 
idc  desperate  attein|)ts  to  save  the  poor  animal 
.fi 
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I  ait  were  unsueeessrul  :  (me  or  our  men,  ociiil;  over- 
come l»y  tlie  smoke,  had  to  be  drau'^ed  out  by  the 
heels   iu   an   asphyxiatc(l    eonditioii.     Meantime    the 


])umps    were    ringed    and   voli 
u 


umes   of  water   poure( 


poll  the  earijo,  but  without  avail,  as  the  flames 
had  u'ot  too  firm  a'  hold  ;  so,  after  workiiiL;'  hard  for 
two  hours,  \  determined  to  abandon  the  ship,  which 
mijj,ht  blow  up  at  any  moment.  The  erew  and  all 
the  live  stock  wert>  therefore  transferred  to  the  iatfey, 
the  boats  hoisted  up,  and  we  remained  at  hand  w;;tel)- 
o-  the  destruction  of  the  ill-fated  bark.     'I'he  flames* 
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tl 


now  mountecl  u[)  the  masts  and  riuu'ini:;,  .settiiiL!:  lire 


to  the  sails  on  tlie  mam-  and  mi/zen-masts,  makiiiii,'  a 
o;rand  s|»ectacle.  Presently  an  explosion  took  place 
in  the  after  part,  blowiiiL!;  up  the  poop  and  takiiiLi;  the 
mizzen-niast  over  the  side.  And  now  a  curious  thinuf 
lia})pened.  The  bark,  deprived  of  her  after-sail,  fell  off 
before  the   wind,  and  scuddecl  aloiiti"   under   tiie  sails 
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till  the  head-sails  tilled  and  paid  Imm-  otf  auain.  thus 
performini^  many  oracet'ul  evolutions  —  a  ]»hantom 
shi{)  without  a  »ul  on  l)oaid  her.  Tl 
this  tinu'  was  oraiul  in  thi'  extreme:  the  flames 
lea])inL(  from  spar  to  spar,  catchini;'  each  sail  in  suc- 
cession, illuminatinc^  the  sea.  for  miles  around,  and 
castini!;  a  lurid   liuht   upon  the  sails   and   rinu'ing   of 
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following  her  motions,  but  al\va}'s  keeping  well  to 
windward  to  avoid  the  sparks,  wliich  fell  in  showers 
to  leeward.  I  sketched  the  scene  from  the  poop,  the 
weeping  skip])er  beside  me.  Presently  the  main-mast, 
divested  of  the  rigging,  began  to  rock  to  and  fro 
with  the  rolling  of  the  vessel,  and  then  fell  over  the 
side  with  a  crash,  sending  a  shower  of  sparks  and 
burning  dehris  into  the  sea.  Still  the  doomed  craft 
sailed  on  under  her  foresail  and  foretopsail  until  that 
also  disappeared,  and  the  Anita  lay  a  helpless  log 
upon  the  water,  rolling  gunwale  under,  the  sea  wash- 
ing over  her  decks  and  pouring  out  of  her  scuppers. 
By  this  time  dawn  was  breaking,  so  leading  the 
skipper  below,  we  filled  away  on  our  course,  leaving 
the  l)ark  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  which  soon 
overwhelmed  her. 

Steering  for  St  Vincent,  one  of  the  Cape  de  Verde 
Islands,  we  landed  the  crew  there  on  the  25th,  and 
sailed  the  same  day  for  the  neighbouring  island  of 
St  J  ago,  and  anchored  in  the  harbour  of  Porto  Praya. 
Curiously  enough,  the  only  notice  taken  of  this  ad- 
venture by  the  authorities  at  home  was  a  letter  from 
the  Admiralty  (probaltly  one  of  the  clerks)  to  know 
by  what  authority  1  had  fed  these  poor  things,  who 
must  certainly  have  been  drowned  or  blown  up  had 
it  not  been  for  the  fortunate  circumstance  of  our 
beino;  near  at  hand,  and  "under  what  grant"  the 
pnyment  of  the  same  came  !  Some  years  afterwards, 
Captain  Schroder,  commanding  the  German  corvette 
Nymphe,  was  dining  with  me  on  board  the  Druid, 
the  ship  I  then  commanded  on  the  North  American 
station,  and  seeing  a  picture  I  had  painted  of  the 
burning  ship   in  my  cabin,  he   asked  me  about  it. 
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Lenrninsj   that    it    was    one,    of    his    rountrvnien    in 
distress,   he  asked   what   his   Government   lind   done 
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ppose  they  ever  heard  of  it,  certainly  not  from 
me"  ;  whereupon  he  danced  round  the  cabin,  ;ind  siiiil 
it  was  a  scandal  and  he  should  report  it,  which  he 
did.  The  result  was  that  not  long  afterwards  I  vo- 
ceived  a  handsome  acknowledgment  from  Count 
Minister,  through  the  Admiralty,  acknowledging 
the  service  rendered  to  his  countrymen,  and  apolo- 
gising for  the  delay,  as  he  had  not  heard  of  it 
before  ! 

^ly  object  in  going  into  Porto  Prnya  was  to  "  hogg 
ship"  (scrub  the  ship's  bottom),  her  bottom  being  so 
foul  she  would  hardl}'  move  through  the  water  This 
was  due  to  a  patent  anti-fouling  composition  with 
which  the  copper  had  been  painted  whilsi  in  dock 
at  Plymouth.  I  noticed  this  at  the  time,  and  in- 
quired the  reason,  as  I  had  never  seen  copper  painted 
before ;  but  I  was  assured  by  the  master-shii)wright 
that  it  was  necessary,  so  I  said  no  more.  The  anti- 
fouling  composition  certainly  had  a  remarkable  etfect, 
acting  like  guano  as  applied  to  soil,  and  produced  a 
tine  crop  of  rich  grass,  impeding  the  ship's  progress 
through  the  water.  I  reported  the  circumstance  to 
the  Admiralty,  but  heard  no  more  of  it ;  but  1  should 
have  been  glad  to  know  "  under  what  grant "  this 
expense  was  incurred. 

After  leaving  Porto  Praya,  where  we  had  some 
excellent  quail -shooting,  we  touched  at  Bahia  and 
Monte  Video,  and  then  shaj^ed  course  for  the  Falk- 
land Islands  ;  but  being  unable  to  weather  them,  we 
ran  to  the  northward,  and  passing  through  the  Straits 
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of  Le  Miuic,  rouiidod  Cape  Horn  the  .same  iiiujht. 
Here  we  met  with  n  succession  of  <^iiles  and  snow- 
storms, aiiainst  which  we  l)atth'(l  for  nine  days;  hut 
by  talviu^  advantage  of  the  shift  of  wind,  and  stand- 
ing to  the  south-west  when  the  wind  was  north-west 
and  vice  rcrs(^,  wc  made  un  average  of  fifty  miles 
dead  to  windwani  every  twenty-four  hours;  and 
on  tlie  ninth  (hiy  we  were  becudmcd  to  the  westward 
of  Cape  PiUar,  tlie  western  entrance  to  the  Straits 
of  Magellan,  reaching  Valparaiso  without  further 
adventure. 

After  six  weeks'  stay  at  Valparaiso  we  sailed  for 
Coquimbo  with  the  Shah  and  Triumph.  Un  the  way 
round,  Admiral  de  Horsey  ordered  the  ships  to  try 
rate  of  sailing.  The  poor  old  Littey,  being  heavily 
loaded  and  undermasted,  stood  no  chance  with  the 
Shah,  the  admiral's  flagship.  Whilst  staggering 
along  in  her  wake  a  man  fell  overboard  :  the  Litley 
was  promptly  rounded-to,  the  life-buoy  let  go,  and  a 
boat  lowered.  By  this  time  the  man  was  a  lon^  »vay 
astern,  as  a  fresh  breeze  was  blowing  and  the  ship 
going  fast  through  the  water.  All  eyes  were  directed 
to  the  poor  fellow  in  the  water,  when,  to  our  horror 
and  astonishment,  we  saw  a  large  albatross  swoop 
down  on  him.  We  could  see  the  man  wave  his 
arms  to  keep  the  bird  otf ;  but  it  returned,  and,  after 
swooping  down  three  times,  settled  on  the  water 
near  by,  with  the  evident  intention  of  picking  out 
his  eyes  as  soon  as  he  was  dead  or  helpless.  Fortu- 
nately the  boat  reached  the  spot  in  time  and  the  man 
was  saved,  and  all  we  could  get  out  of  him  when  he 
was  brought  on  board  was,  "Oh,  that  bloody  bird!" 
Whilst  on  this  subject  1  may  mention  that  I  have 
had  many  men  fall  overboard  from  ships  that  I  have 
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nonimnndofl  or  been  in,  and  never  lost  one. 
than  Hve  fell  from  the  Lilley.     How  true  it  is 

"There's  a  sweet  little  elienil)  tliat  sits  up  aloft, 
To  keep  watch  for  the  life  of  poor  Jack." 

Leaving  the  old  Lilley  at  Co.iuimho,  I  returned 
lionie  vld  PMnnma,  and  New  York,  to  find  that  the 
Atlanta,  a  ship  1  had  applied  for,  had  been  eom- 
niissioned,  sailed  for  the  West  Jndies,  and  gone  down 
with  all  hands  on  her  passage  home! 
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I  HAD  hardly  time  to  look  ruiiiid  on  luy  return  liome 
from  the  Litl'cy  when  I  was  oifored  the  command  of 
the  ])ruid,  an  o!d-fasJiioncd  coi'vctte  mounting  four- 
teen uun.s  of  an  obsolete  pattern.  But  though  the 
shi|»  was  not  mu(di  to  brag  of,  the  appointment  was, 
nevertheless,  a  very  ufood  one — namely,  senior  otlicer 
on  the  coast  of  Newfoundland,  foi-  the  protection  of 
the  fisheries.  The  post  had  heretofore  been  filled  l)y 
one  of  the  ships  of  the  North  American  station,  the 
selection  of  the  officers  bein2j  left  t(j  the  discretion 
of  the  admiral  on  that  station;  but  this  arraniicment 
not  provino;  satisfactory,  it  was  thonf,dit  advisable  to 
send  an  otticer  to  carry  out  the  duties  for  a  term 
of  three  years  instead  of  a  difi'ercnt  one  every  year. 
No  doubt  this  was  a  better  plan,  for  on  the  old 
svstcni,  by  the  time  a  captain  had  '.;ecome  famdiar 
\vith  his  duties,  which  are  mostly  di[»lomatic,  he  was 
removed,  and  his  place  taken  by  another,  who  had  in 
his  turn  to  learn  his  work.  The  French  Foreisjn 
Office  also  approved  of  the  new  arrangement,  the 
result  being  that  for  the  three  years  [  was  on  the 
station  I  had  for  a  colleague  a  charming  fellow- 
worker  in  Commodore  Devarenne,  whose  broad  pen- 
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daut  was  Hying  in  the  Clorinde.  Since  that  time 
the  senior  otHeer  is  given  tlie  temporary  rank  of 
commodore  wliilst  doing  duty  in  Xewfoundland ; 
but  I  was  sinii)ly  "  captain "  and  "  senior  oilicer," 
with  three  or  four  ships  under  my  orders,  from 
June  till  October,  when  we  rejoined  the  Admiral  at 
Halifax. 

Twenty  years  ago  Newfoundland  was  not  so  well 
known  as  it  is  now.  The  British  })ul»li(^  cared  Init 
little  about  it,  and  the  (juestions  at  issue  between 
the  French  and  ourselves  were  familiar  only  to  the 
diplomats,  and  such  naval  otHcers  as  had  Ijeen  em- 
ployed on  the  fisheries.  Of  late  Newfoundland  has 
been  much  before  the  pul)li(',  and  though  the  situa- 
tion remains  much  as  it  has  been  for  the  last  hundred 
years,  negotiiitions  have  l)e(?n  going  on  l)etween  the 
two  Governments  which  will,  it  is  to  l)e  hoped,  lead 
to  a  satisfactory  conclusion, — by  which  I  mean  the 
total  expulsion  of  the  I'rench  from  the  fishing- 
grounds.  The  French  fishery  has  declined  so  nnutli 
of  late  years  as  to  be  of  very  little  value  to  them, 
and  they  are  at  last  open  to  some  arrangement,  and 
would,  I  believe,  accept  compensation,  eitlier  iu 
money  or  in  kind,  in  exchange  for  their  undoubted 
rights,  ceded  to  them  by  treaties  whieli  are  not  in 
accordance  with  present  conditions.  But  in  1879 
the  French  fishery  was  in  full  swing ;  a  large  fieet 
assembled  at  St  Pierre  as  soon  as  the  ice  was  off 
the  coast,  and  distributed  themselves  along  the 
shores,  to  the  detriment  of  the  native  fisliermen, 
l)etween  whom  and  the  French  constant  confiicts 
arose. 

The  business  of  the  French  and  English  otHcers 
was,  auci  is  still,  to   endeavour  to  keep  the   peace 
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Id'tweeii  till'  coutcndin*:;  jiarties, — not  an  eiiHy  tusk,  as 
one  naturally  iiicliiic*!  towardn  one's  own  countiynu'ii 
whilst  cndeuvoiirini;"  to  do  justice  to  the  other  side. 
The  situation  was  a  dilliiudt,  almost  an  inipossihle 
one,  recjuirin*;'  tact,  tLMn|)er,  and  [>atience  on  hotli 
sides.  It  seemed  hard  that  the  natives  of  the  scnl 
.should  bo  debarred  from  i)roseeutinL(  their  sole  indus- 
try in  their  own  waters,  and  should  have  to  ijijive  way 
to  forei<j;ners  who  had  no  interest  in  the  country,  and 
who  returned  home  with  their  gains  at  the  ('onclusion 
of  the  season  ;  but  there  was  no  Lfetting  over  the  fact 
that  by  the  terms  of  the  treaties  they  wer  •  within 
their  rights.  Su(;h  was  the  position  of  affairs  when 
the  Oruid  arrived  at  St  John's  on  the  24th  aMay  187'J. 
Our  first  experience  in  navii^atini:;  these  coasts  was 
not  a  ])leasant  one.  iiCaving  Halifax  in  a  dense  fog 
and  snowstorm,  we  shaped  a  course  to  the  southward 
of  St  Pierre  and  Migelon,  running  a  line  of  soundings 
with  the  ])atent  lead.  On  apj»roaching  the  islands 
(although  by  our  reckoning  well  clear  of  them)  one 
evening,  the  shij)  being  under  sail  with  a  fresh  brei'ze 
blowing,  ve  were  startled  by  liearin<j;  a  i^un,  followed 
by  another,  and  then  a  third.  What  couM  it  mean 
but  a  warning  that  we  were  runnino;  into  danger! 
Visions  of  the  ill-fated  Niobe,  which  was  lost  on 
Migelon,  flashed  across  my  mind.  We  answert'd  the 
signal,  gun  for  gun,  and  hauled  our  wind  with  our 
head  to  the  southward.  Just  then  we  caught  a 
glimpse  of  a  schooner  standing  across  our  wake,  but 
we  soon  lost  sight  of  lu'r  in  the  fog.  We  lay-to  all 
night,  and  at  daylight  bore  up  on  our  course,  the  fog 
still  as  thick  as  ever,  rounded  Ca[)e  Race  Ijy  the  sound 
of  the  fog-horn  in  the  lighthouse,  and  felt  our  way  by 
the  lead  till  we  judged  ourselves  to  be  oti"  the  harbour 
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of  St  Jolin's,  wIkmi  wc  furled  sails  and  stood  in  for  the 
land,  kecpiiio;  a  sliai|)  look-out  with  leadsmen  in  the 
eiiains.  Still  iiothiiii;- euidd  he  seen,  till  the  tirst  liiuj- 
tcnani,  (Jeornje  KinL,'-llall,  son  of  my  ^hl  captain, 
went  to  the  foretojtmast  ei'oss-tr(M.'s  and  j»iloted  the 
ship  into  tlie.  harhour,  no  land  liavitiiif  heen  seen  since 
leavini;-  Halifax.  Curiously  eiiouL:,h,  we  never  heard 
more  (d'  the  "  jthantom  ship."  From  the  fact  of  her 
firing  li^uns  we  eoncludeil  she  must  he  a  man-of-war. 
The  Frenc'li  had  two  nnned  schooners  in  theit  lishery 
S(|uadron,  an<l  when  I  met  the  l*'rench  (M)nimodoi'c  I 
asked  him  ahout  it,  hut  he  assured  me  lli.it  none  of 
his  ships  wei-e  in  that  locality  at  that  time.  So  it 
has  ever  remaineil  ;i  mj'stery.  W^hiit  was  she,  and 
why  did  she  fire  siuiial-guns,  seeing  that  we  wei-e  not 
ruiininn"  into  danger,  as  proved  Ity  our  suhsei^uently 
resuming  our  course  and  reaching  our  destinati(jn  ? 
\\  hat  made  it  the  more  sus[>icious  was  the  fact  that 
if  v.e  had  heen  twenty  miles  or  so  out  of  our  (bourse, 
the  line  of  soundings  exactly  corres))on(U'd  with  those 
of  our  supposed  position,  in  which  ease  we  should  have 
been  running  into  danger. 

These  foLjs  are  verv  i)revalent  on  the  coast,  alwavs 
appearing  when  the  wind  Mows  towards  the  land, 
and  adding  much  to  the  dangers  of  navigation.  After 
the  first  season  we  got  S(;  used  to  them  wi'  did  not 
mind,  and  found  the  safest  course  was  to  steer  boldly 
in  for  the  land,  keeping  a  shar[)  look-out  till  we  saw 
and  heard  the  lu'eakers,  when  we  generally  managed 
to  feel  our  way  into  port.  \\\  this  way  I  have  fre- 
quently groj)ed  into  a  harboui"  without  seeing  any- 
thing,— hearing  d(jgs  barking  on  shore,  breakers  on 
both  sides,  and  people's  voices,  but  seeing  nothing, 
even  after  the  anchor  was  let  <j;o.     The  worst  of  it 
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was,  the  water  is  deep  close-to,  so  we  could  not  get 
soundings  till  actually  inside  the  harl)0ur.  During 
the  summer  months  icebergs  are  another  fruitful 
source  of  danger,  es'pecially  in  a  fog,  when  it  is  im- 
possible to  see  them  till  close  aboard.  The  thermom- 
eter gives  no  warning  of  their  proximity  until  too  late, 
the  sea  and  air  being  of  equal  temperature.  One  of 
my  little  squadron,  the  Flamingo,  ran  into  an  iceberg 
a  few  hours  after  leaving  St  John's  and  smashed  her 
bows  in.  We  rigged  a  caisson  under  her  bows,  and 
repaired  her  iri  four  days  with  the  artificers  of  the 
squadron. 

Our  duties  kept  us  constantly  at  sea,  going  from 
port  to  })ort ;  l)ut  we  generally  managed  to  get  to  an 
aiielior  l)efore  <laric,  when  everv  one  that  could  l>e 
spared  landed  v.'ith  liis  fishing-rod  in  quest  of  salmon 
and  sea-tDut,  whi(;h  ai)ound  in  all  tlie  rivers  on  the 
coast.  By  the  end  of  September,  when  the  French 
fishery  fleet  luid  departed,  we  were  also  able  to  in- 
dulge in  sport  witij  guu  and  riHe,  and  many  a  nolile 
caribou  was  added  to  the  l)ag.  In  my  o})inion  New- 
foundland is  the  finest  sporting  country  it  lias  ever 
been  my  lot  to  enjoy.  I  have  tisluMl  in  every  riv(  r, 
crossed  the  ishmd  from  east  to  west,  and  huiitccl  in 
every  part  of  it.  At  that  time  it  was  free  to  all,  and 
no  licence  recpiircd  ;  but  since  then  a  tax  of  100  dol- 
lars {£'20)  has  been  jtlaced  on  the  gun,  and  spoilsmen 
are  n'stricted  to  a  very  limited  number  of  earilxni, 
although  the  settlers  may  massacre  them  as  tliey 
please,  whicli  they  do  in  such  numbers  that  shiploads 
of  frozen  (;arcasses  of  deer  are  sent  to  the  mavkot  at 
St  John's  by  the  local  steamers  plying  around  the 
coast.  The  result  of  this  act  is  that  English  sports- 
men are  scared  from  visiting  the  island  for  sporting 
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purposes,  preferring  tlie  more  ailjacent  shores  of  Scun- 
clinavica,  to  the  great  l)enefit  of  that  eountry. 

I  was  out  after  cari])ou  with  (jue  of  the  otticers  of 
the  Druid  one  bitter  cold  (hiy,  a  gale  1  thawing  witli 
occasional  sno\v-S([ualls,  when  we  came  across  a  hig 
stag  and  followed  it  into  the  forest,  hut  lost  it.  Pro- 
ceeding downwards,  we  presently  sighted  a  herd  of 
caribou  in  a  valley,  and  managed  to  get  ([uite  close  to 
them,  when  we  made  out  one  fine  stag.  I  was  just 
going  to  shoot  it  when  we  heard  the  roar  of  another 
stag,  the  one  we  had  been  following.  The  master  of 
the  herd  instantly  challenged  back,  and  having 
gathered  all  his  hinds  together,  started  off  at  a  gal- 
lop to  meet  his  antagonist.  Immediately  afterwards 
we  heard  a  crash  as  their  heads  met,  and  we  also  ran 
to  see  the  fight.  The  curious  part  of  it  was  that  the 
hinds  came  too,  taking  no  notice  of  us,  and  we  all 
met  where  the  two  big  stags  were  fighting,  and 
watched  them  for  several  minutes  at  a  distance  of 
onl}'  a  few  yards.  The  stags  paid  no  attention  to  us, 
so  intent  were  they  on  the  eoml)at,  until  one  was 
getting  the  worst  of  it  and  seemed  in-lined  to  bolt ; 
so  fearinii  to  hjse  them,  we  fired  simultaneously,  and 
finished  them  off  with  another  shot.  It  was  a  grand 
sight,  and  the  heavy  snowstorm  added  to  the  scene. 
A  few  minutes  later  the  storm  passed,  the  sun  shone 
out,  and  the  two  gladiators  lay  peacefully  with  their 
faces  u})turned  to  a  cloudless  sky.  It  was  a  picture 
worthy  of  Landseer's  pencib  The  hinds  remained  for 
some  time  longer,  but  presently  departed  to  look  for 
another  master. 

Tiie  inhabitants  of  Newfoundland  are  almost 
entirely  Irish  or  of  Irish  descent,  with  a  s})rink- 
).ing  of  Mecmac   Indians,   who  are   fast   dying   out. 
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The  latter  arc  l)orii  hunters  niul  trappers,  and  I 
always  engaged  two  on  my  hunting  expeditions. 
They  are  all  Roman  Catholics,  and  sincere  ones,  as 
I  proved ;  for  on  one  occasion  we  ran  short  of  tionr, 
tea,  and  sugar,  and  as  it  was  their  fast-time,  they 
were  in  danger  of  starving,  although  we  had  meat 
ill  abundance.  Under  these  circumstances  1  tohl 
them  1  was  authorised  to  give  them  a  dis[)en- 
sation,  whereupon  the}'  gorged  themselves  with 
al»out  4  Ih.  of  venison  a[)iece  1  I  afterwards  told 
the  Roman  Catholic  arclil)ish(»p,  a  i)ersonal  friend 
of  mine,  what  I  had  done,  and  he  said  1  was  per- 
fectly justihed. 

Twenty  years  ago  the  coast  was  not  so  well  sur- 
veyed as  it  prohahly  is  now,  and  we  occasionally 
discovered  uid\nowii  roi-ks  hy  humitiiig  (»ii  them. 
I  noticecl  a  line  harliour  on  our  charts  with  an 
estuary  leading  up  to  it  for  forty  miles.  It  had 
not  been  surveyed  since  the  days  of  Captain  Cook, 
hut  as  the  chart  showcil  live  l'atlioi»is  all  the  way, 
I  determined  to  visit  it.  All  went  well  till  we 
opened  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  when  we  struck 
n])on  a  rock  in  mi<l-chaiinel  not  mnrke(l  on  the  chart. 
The  old  ship  took  it  like  a  hunter,  rose  up,  heeled 
over,  and  slid  down  on  the  other  side,  leaving  20 
feet  of  her  keel  and  a  bit  of  her  forefoot  behind 
lier.  Another  time  I  was  approaching  Twilliugate, 
a  place  on  the  east  coast,  when  1  found  the  passage 
barred  by  field-ice.  There  was  no  time  to  get  round 
it,  and  darkness  was  coming  on,  so  we  "  [>ut  her  at 
it."  The  first  shock  In-ttught  all  hands  on  deck,  but 
by  keeping  the  screw  going  we  forced  her  through 
without   damage. 

Tliese  ice-fields  are  very  deceptive,  seven-eighths 
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of  t)ie  Hoes  ])t'ino;  under  water,  as  are  the  lartic 
icebergs.  ►Sometimes  as  many  as  a  liunclred  of  the 
Iritter  coidd  be  seen  at  once,  some  of  giufantic  dimen- 
rions.  I  liave  endeavoured  to  depict  a  scene  of  this 
description  in  Pxtnavista  Bay. 

The  Straits  of  Belleisle  are  always  full  of  icel)ergs, 
fjcnei'allv  enveloped  in  fou',  and  the  harbour  of  St 
John's  is  occasionally  blocked  by  a  berg.  The  Druid's 
engines  were  constantly  l)reaking  down,  and  oeeasion- 
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ally  landed  me  in  a  tiulit  place.  1  was  standin";  into 
a  harbour  on  the  south  (M)ast  in  a  dense  fog,  no  land 
in  sight,  but  we  could  hear  the  breakers  on  both 
bows:  we  had  leadsmen  in  the  chains,  look-out  men 
aloft  and  on  the  forecastle,  and  u  boat  ahead,  when 
a  man  fell  overboard.  The  engine-room  telegra})h 
was  ])nt  to  lull  speed  astern,  but  the  engineer  .said 
he  couldn't  move  the  engines  ahead  or  astern  I  At 
this  moment  the  look-out  man  sang  out,  "  iireakers 
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ahead!"  The  leadsmen  coukl  get  no  soundings,  so 
we  eouhl  not  anchor — we  were  helpless  !  Meantime 
a  boat  was  lowered,  the  man  saved,  and  the  engines 
began  slowly  to  move  astern,  tlie  ship  being  then 
within  '20  yards  of  the  rocks.  We  tlien  crept  into 
harbour,  arriving  before  our  bojit,  wlii(;h  could  not 
find  the  eiitranc.'c  till  we  had  ancliored  and  notified 
our  position  by  fog-horn.  We  found  it  a  good  plan 
when  coming  along  tlie  coast  to  sound  tlie  siren  con- 
stantly and  judge  our  distance  by  the  reverberation 
from  tlie  cliils.  One  evening,  when  we  were  groping 
about  in  a  dense  fog  otl"  Cajx'  Race,  the  otHcer  on 
the  forecastle  reported  a  fishing-boat  close  under  the 
bows :  the  helm  was  i)ut  hard-a-starboard  to  clear 
her,  but  still  she  was  said  to  be  close  under  the  lx)w. 
The  otticer  said  he  could  not  see  anything,  ])ut  he 
couid  hear  her  blocks  creakinu' ;  so  round  we  went 
in  a  circle,  but  still  the  mysterious  sound  followed 
us,  until,  having  completed  a  circle  about  three  times, 
I  went  forward  and  found  that  the  sound  came  from 
our  own  iron  cat-block,  which  creaked  occasionally 
rs  the  ship  rolled  in  the  swell,  but  could  not  be 
seen  owing  to  the  thick  fog.  That  otticer  did  not 
hear  the  last  of  it  for  some  time. 

Not  the  least  in  imi)ortance  of  the  duties  entailed 
upon  the  captains  of  H.M.  sliips  in  Newfoundland 
waters  are  the  magisterial.  All  captains,  command- 
ers, and  lieutenancs  commanding  are  sworn  in  as  J.P.'s 
during  their  time  of  service  on  tlie  coast,  and  many 
amusing  stories,  more  or  less  founded  on  fact,  are  told 
of  their  judgments.  Judge  Prowse,  the  author  of  a 
valuable  and  exhaustive  book  on  Newfoundland,  and 
a  most  genial  and  popular  sportsman,  relates  how  the 
captain  of  o]ie  of  H.M.  ships,  having  a  dithcult  ease  to 
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investigate,  ordered  all  the  parties  to  repair  on  hoard 
his  sliip  at  9  a.m.,  hy  which  time  the  ship  was  steam- 
ing out  of  the  harbour.  It  is  possible  that  the  legal 
knowledge  of  naval  ca})tains  might  have  been  wanting, 
but  in  place  of  it  was  usually  to  be  found  a  good 
common-sense  o}»inion  ;  and  as  no  fees  were  exj)ect(Hl, 
the  contending  parties  preferred  to  have  their  claims 
settled  by  us  rather  than  by  the  more  intricate  and 
expensive  process  of  the  law  courts.  Moreover,  they 
were  always  satisfied  with  our  judgments,  although 
they  might  not  be  approved  of  at  head(juarters ;  and 
I  was  accused  of  having  on  one  occasion  compounded 
a  felony  for  having  squared  a  case  of  arson,  and  was 
threatened  with  an  action  for  contempt  of  court  in  a 
case  of  seduction  ! 

The  doctors  of  II. M.  ships  also  had  a  lively  time  of 
it,  and  as  they  gave  their  advice  gratis,  and  dis- 
pensed medicine  freely,  they  were  consulted  on  every 
possible  occasion.  The  consumption  of  bread-})ills 
and  distilled  water  was  enormous.  Men  came  aboard 
to  see  the  doctor  because  they  had  been  troubled 
with  a  cold  last  fall !  or  having  nothing  the  matter 
with  them,  they  thought  they  might  be  ill  in  the 
winter ;  women  suffering  from  indigestion  caused  Ijy 
wholesale  drinking  of  strong  tea,  whereby  their  in- 
sides  were  tanned  like  leather,  or  because  they  had 
no  family ! 

I  have  stated  that  in  my  opinion  Newfoundland  is 
the  finest  sporting  country  I  ever  had  the  good 
fortune  to  visit.  It  would  be  difficult  to  close  this 
chapter  without  some  allusion  to  the  sport  to  be 
obtained  there,  in  corroboration  of  the  above  state- 
ment. Not  only  is  there  deer-stalking,  but  very  fair 
grouse-shooting,  also   salmon  and  sea-trout  fishing, 
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the  latter  first-rate.  The  salmoii-fisliijiuj  hiis  much 
improved  of  hite  years,  due  principally  to  the  fact  of 
so  many  senior  otttcers  being  keen  sport.smcn,  who 
have  endeavoured  to  suppress  the  pernicious  custom 
of  barring  the  rivers,  as  practised  by  the  settlers. 
This  abominable  and  short-sighted  jtractiee  had 
wellnigh  exterminated  salmon  in  the  best  rivers  of 
the  island,  and  during  my  time  it  was  very  few  that 
found  their  way  into  our  b-igs.  The  sea-trout-tish- 
ing  was  always  good,  owing  to  the  fact  that  these 
fish  are  mostly  to  be  found  at  the  mouths  of  rivers, 
coming  in  and  going  out  with  the  tide.  Moreover, 
being  smaller  fish,  many  of  them  escaped  through 
the  meshes  and  reached  the  sj»Mwniiig-grounds.  The 
largest  salmon  1  ever  remendier  to  have  cauiiht 
during  three  seasons  was  but  \'2  lb.;  since  then  I 
have  heard  of  20  and  ."50  pouiiders  being  creeled.  Of 
grilse  we  always  securetl  a  fair  amount,  l»iit  our  best 
bags  were  sea-trout.  One  day  I  got  DM  lb.  of  sea- 
trout  in  four  hours  in  a  small  river  in  IJonne  Bay, 
and  could  have  doubled   the  bag  had    I    wished. 

As  regards  gnmse — or  " jiartridge,"  as  they  are 
called  by  the  natives — a  good  dog  is  necessary  ;  and 
even  then  it  would  be  difficult  to  make  a  big  bag,  as 
the  birds  are  so  scattered,  but  with  straight  ])owder 
ten  to  twenty  brace  may  be  secured  on  good  ground 
by  a  couple  of  guns — enough  to  satisfy  any  old- 
fashioned  sportsman.  Judge  Prowse  and  1  made 
some  very  })retty  bags  in  the  neighbourhood  of  8t 
jMary's,  on  the  south  coast,  shooting  over  dogs.  The 
best  snipe-shooting  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  8t 
John's.  On  the  high  "barrens"  they  are  scarce, 
much  as  they  are  on  the  fjelds  of  X(n'way.  and 
Sweden,  though  both  places  seem  admirably  suited 
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for  tlu'iii.  Woodcocks  arc  unknown,  tliouuli  so 
]>lcntif!d  in  Nova  Scotia.  But  tip'  sport  jtny 
vxcellcnce  is  with  tlic  liHf,  Imntini^  the  cariliou  «)r 
woo<lland  rcincU'cr.  This  animal  is  a  iincr  l)cast  than 
I  lie  Xorwi'nian  reindeer,  and  carries  more  niassivt- 
antlers.  I  <feneially  fcund  time  f<»r  ,i  week's  hunting 
towards  the  end  of  the  season,  and  1  never  had  any 
ditlieidty  in  gettinjj;  four  or  five  good  heads  each  tri[), 
whieli  was  all  1  wanteil.  The  s[»oi  l  I  enjoyed  on 
these  occasions  would  till  a  volume,  hut  1  have  not 
space  to  relate  it  here,  liosides  deer,  there  ar^  ])ears, 
wolves,  heavers,  otters,  hares,  and  rahhits;  hut  they 
cannot  he  said  lo  atfonl  sport,  and  are  usually  killed 
hy  Ii'a|i|iing, 

On  the  roast  of  i.ahiailor  the  sjiort  is  e«|Ually 
good,  ('sjiecially  fishing.  Scxcral  line  livers  run- 
ning into  tin-  Straits  of  !'>•  Ilcisir  arr  famous  for 
salmon  and  trout,  iiotahly  the  Korteau  river,  whi<-h 
is  second  {o  none  in  New  .  undland.  'i'his  [)art  of 
the  country  is  sparseK-  populattil,  and  the  settler^ 
are  very  poor,  and  often  half  starveil.  They  de)»end 
a  good  (leal  on  wrec-ks,  which  aie  lVe(|Uent  in  the 
straits  li\-  reason  of  the  fous.  ( )ii(  old  settler  told 
me  that  he  and  his  family  were  on  the  [)oint  of 
starving  in  the  winter,  when,  as  he  put  it,  " 'f he 
Lord  (iod  Almighty,  who  never  forgets  those  who 
put  their  trust  in  Him,  in  Hi-  merciful  providence 
sent  us  relief  I  A  fine  steamer,  sir,  came  ashore 
quite  handy  :  slu'  was  loaded  with  Hour,  on  which 
we  have  hcen  living  ever  since.  The  Lord  he  praised 
for  all  His  mercies!"  The  old  man  evidenth  con- 
sidered the  sliij)  was  sent  for  his  especial  benefit,  and 
he  related  how  they  could  see  th<^  ship's  mastdieads 
over  the  fot:  as  she  came  in. 
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hi  justice  to  the  Frcncli,  I  must  say  we  liiul  very 
little  trouble  with  them  <luriu<(  my  three  years  on 
the  eonst.  Indeed  they  were  very  kind  to  the  poor 
settlers,  iind  were  liked  hy  them.  UceaHionally  they 
would  try  and  bounce  about  their  rights,  but  a  little 
courtesy  (generally  jiut  things  straij^ht.  Whilst  cruis- 
iuij  aloii'^  the  west  coast  I  observed  a  French  llaLT 
Hyin<^  on  Red  island,  in  contravention  of  the  treaties, 
which  do  not  permit  any  rights  (»f  sovereignty  ;  sol 
landed  and  interviewed  the  Pnullioinme  or  headman 
on  the  sul»ject.  After  smoking  a  cigarette,  1  incjuirecl 
the  reason  of  the  French  tla<i  bein<i  hoisted.  He 
said  he  had  Mown  it  for  six  years,  and  that  no  one 
had  ever  objected.  So  I  told  him  that  as  the  island 
belonged  to  (Jreat  Britain  and  not  to  France,  I  should 
be  obliged  to  him  to  haul  it  down,  whilst  fully  appre- 
ciating his  politeness  in  showing  his  colours  to  a 
man-of-war  I  After  a  little  protest  he  did  so,  and 
I  requested  him  not  to  hoist  it  again.  If  I  had 
hauled  it  down,  as  I  might  certainF,  have  done,  it 
would  have  been  described  as  an  "outrage." 

By  the  end  of  C)ctol)er,  our  work  being  over  for 
the  season,  we  joined  the  Admiral  at  Halifax,  and 
fi'om  then<'e  went  on  to  Bermuda  to  refit  pre[)arat(ny 
to  leaving  for  the  West  Indies,  where  we  spent  the 
winter.  In  this  way  we  had  the  best  of  the  station 
all  the  year  round.  There  is  not  much  to  do  at  Ber- 
muda exce})t  l)oat-sailing  and  sea-fishing.  The  sea 
swarms  with  fish  of  every  size  and  colour,  and  the 
camber  where  we  were  1}  ing  was  })acked  with  them. 
( )ne  day  we  exploded  a  charge  of  fulminate  of  mercury 
in  the  camber.  The  shock  was  terrific,  and  fish  came 
up  in  thousands.  The  bottom  was  paved  with  dead 
fish,   and  our  men  were  employed  for  several  days 
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takini^  Itoatloads  of  stiiikiiiL,^  fisli  out  to  son.  Tlie 
senior  ofhcer  in  charge  of  tlie  dockyanl  said  we  luul 
sliaken  tlu'  foundations  of  th»!  Imildin^s,  and  would 
eau.se  ;i  j»l;i<fue  witli  the  tisli.  Jlowever,  we  sailed 
for  the  West  Indies,  ;ind  iieard  no  niort'  of  the 
matter. 

Leaviiif,'  Bermuda  for  the  southward,  a  ship,  if 
under  sail,  jjenerally  steers  for  the  Mona  Passage, 
between  the  islands  of  I'uerto  IJico  ;ind  Jliiyti,  Ixfore 
reaehin«jf  which  the  north-east  trade- wind  will  he 
picked  up.  It  is  tlien  that  the  sailor,  if  he  has  any 
sentinu'ut  in  liim,  can  realise  the  r<»mance  of  the  sea 
(much  of  which  has  departed  in  these  days  of  purely 
steam-ships).  As  his  ship  Hies  throuuli  the  hhie  and 
s]»arklin,Li  waters,  her  sails  swellinii;  to  the  hreeze, 
fl\in_!j;-{ish  leap  in  shoals  from  the  bows,  pursued  by 
ulbacore,  bonito,  and  the  maiiy-hued  dolphin;  whilst 
overhead  sea-birds  are  ever  on  the  watch  ^or  the 
unlucky  flvinii-iish,  whosi-  lite  must  be  one  of  con- 
stant  excitement,  and  not  all   joy. 

I  always  maintain  that  the  pleasantest  time  in  a 
naval  otKcer's  life  is  as  a  post-captain  in  command  of 
a  corvette  or  frigate,  especially  if  on  (htaeheil  service  ; 
for  however  kind  and  charmine;  the  admiral  may  be, 
we  all  like  our  inih'pendence,  and  a  ca[)taiii  who  l(»\es 
his  ship — and  who  does  not? — with  a  nice  set  of 
officers  and  a  slashiiio-  crew,  is  in  an  enviable  \)*)>\- 
tion.  At  sea  he  is  "  monarch  of  all  he  surveys,"  and 
when  he  reaches  ])ort  he  is  always  welcome. 

The  old  Druid,  as  I  have  ab.'eady  observed,  was 
not  much  to  braif  of,  with  her  saucy  ram-bow,  her 
wall  sides,  and  goose  stern.  Her  raking  masts  gave 
her  a  smartish  look,  which  her  ugly  u})right  funnel 
belied.     IShe  would  sail  fairly  well  otf  the  wind,  an«l 
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we  msule  ^-omv  ^oikI  passages  uikIci*  sail ;  but  sin;  Iwul 
no  nioiv  wcatlu'rly  (lualities  than  a,  hay-,'-,tack,  and 
lier  eni:;ines  would  have  disL^nu  .d  a  trani]i.  Not- 
withstanding,' thi'se  dctocts,  wr  lovcil  the  oM  hoat, 
and  took  a  pride  in  her.  My  zealous  first  iieuteiiaiit 
kept  her  as  clean  as  a  new  |)in.  Her  nuns  sli()ne  like 
mirrors,  and  she  was  in  pi'rieet  order  and  discipline. 
I  always  painted  the  stiu'ii  ^vindows  myself,  and  spent 
nianv  an  houi'  slunjj;  over  the  (piarter,  painldtrush  in 
hand,  pil)e  in  nioulh,  altircd  in  an  old  duck  suit, 
dauliiniji;  away.  Xoi  a  very  diLiiiilicd  posit ii»n  for 
the  captain,  1  hear  sonu;  oiu*  say  ;  l»ut  our  pninti-r 
(.li'shvia  iJcynolds  li\-  name!)  had  no  artistic  (jU;dili- 
cations,  so  I  prel'crreil  to  do  tie'  work'  myself — a 
practice   I    ha\t'  always  sinct»  adhciii!    to. 

All  iimusiiiL;'  tliiii«;"  haj)pciicd  ro  -d/his  of  this  fiiicy 
<if  mine.  Some  years  afterwai-'s.  when  in  coiuiii.iiid 
of  the  Kuhy,  a  lieauliful  corvette,  I  was  at  Moiiic 
\'ideo,  senior  ollic(U'  lUi  the  station,  when  ihc  I'rcsi- 
ihiit  of  the  Kepultlic  of  rru^uay  came  ojf  to  pay 
nu'  an  ollicial  y\s'il fn  (/rtiiulr  fnnir  \  li;id  no  notiir 
of  his  intended  \isit.  and  -it  the  liiiieol"  his  coininii 
on  hoard  I  was  oscr  tin;  ^tern  eui  a  ^raliiiL;',  |)aintinL? 
tiie  stern  windows,  and  hespattered  with  ji.iiiii. 
(leori!;t!  Callanhiin,  lie-  first  lieiiteiiaiil ,  expl.iinfd 
that  I  was  not  on  hoard,  which  was  the  tiaith,  as 
1    was  out    Ixiard  I 

(  hir  first  port  of  cill  in  the  West  Indies  was  Port 
Ro\al,  .lamaiea,  where  W(  came  under  I  he  oi'ders  of  i  he 
Commodore,  and  remained  on  his  part  of  the  station 
till  the  tnne  arrived  a^aiii  for  our  northern  flin'hl. 
Ill  this  way  llic  time  passed  most  pleasantly,  the 
climate  of  the  West  Indies  heim;  deliL!;htful  during 
the    winter   months,    varied    hv  an   occasional    cruise 
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to  liC'lizi',  Cult.!,  Ilayii,  «>r  the  Sjwuiisli  main,  as  the 
exi_ti;(  iicit's  nf  the  scrvicL'  (It'iiianded.  Wliilsl  we  were 
at  .Jamaica  a  naval  n'u;atra  was  oi'L^aniscM],  aixl  i^rcat 
was  the  ('oin|i('titi(tii  for  the  Coiiuriodorc's  [o-ixo. 
At  fill'  last  miMiiciit,  just  hcforc  tlir  Koats  wei'c;  as- 
scMiMcd,  ami  the  ('oiinii(id(iri''s  liar'^e,  wliicli  was  ilu' 
laNouritc,  was  haviiiy'  the  tiiiishiiiL,^  touches  put  ti» 
licr,  a  Ituatlnad  of  Jamaica  iiiiiu'crs  caiin'  down  liiuii 
Kin^H'ston  aud  cut.  red  i'or  the  lacc  ;  and,  nnich  to 
;»ur  astoiiisinr.ent,  thc\-  won,  the  Commodore's  l»oat 
heiiii;-  nowhere  !  <  hi  haulin<i  her  u|>  to  see  what 
was  the  matter,  the  eoxswain,  t  •  his  intense  disgust , 
found  a  hasket  full  nl"  stones  hitehed  on  to  the  rinhh'r 
pintles.  The  hoal  had  draLTu'i'd  this  all  round  the 
course,  which  accounted  (or  iier  hein^  "  kimler  slug- 
gish,"as  the  coxswain  had  said  siie  was.  The  niLiii'ers, 
haxiiiL,^  e(,i  tli(.  ciiii,  disappeared  very  suddenly  antl 
Were  no  more  seen,  thoue;li  t  he  ( 'ommodore's  eo.xswain 
was  inijuiring  after  them. 
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CllATTEll    XV. 

BUrriSlI    IIUNDLKAS    AND    J.'AYTI. 

In  JiiiiUHi-v  1880  we  were  ordered  on  u  round  of 
viHits.  inclndiiio'  Belize,  in  Brilisli  llondurus,  and 
Cul)a.  I  cnilmrked  on  this  oeeasion  General  (jianihte, 
his  wife,  and  stall",  wlio  wen.'  on  a  tour  of  in.speetion  ; 
also  Bislio})  To/er,  an  old  friend  of  I'^ast  Afrienn  nicm- 
ory,  and  his  cliajilain  :  so  my  cabins  w(>rc  pre;  .  full. 
Anionj;st  llie  bishop's  lut:,![i:niJi:e  was  a  lon<f  box,  \\  iiieh 
1  took  fttr  a  tishin<j;-rod  liox.  J  was  not  aware  that 
his  Iwi'dshi])  was  a  sportsman,  and  he  rose  consider- 
ably in  my  estimation.  1  said  I  was  so  olad  he  had 
brought  his  tackle,  as  I  heard  there  were  some  <;o(»d 
fish  in  the  river  at  lieli/e.  The  bishon  replied  (juite 
meekly,  "  That's  not  my  salmou-roil,  my  dear  captain  ; 
it's  my  pastoral  statf !" 

AVe  made  a  (juick  run  to  Belize,  where  '  landed 
my  passengers  and  remair'cd  some  weeks.  The 
anchora<i;e  abounds  with  sharks  of  a  most  voracious 
and  bloodthirsty  (lescri}>ti()n.  We  used  to  fish  for 
them  with  a  piece  of  pork  in  which  was  placed  a 
disc  of  gun-cotton  connected  by  wire  with  the  ship. 
As  soon  as  the  sluirk  [touched  the  tempting  morsel 
we  ])rcssed  the  button  and  blew  oif  his  head.  I  had 
on  board  a  beautiful  Irish  setter  named  Baddy,  which 
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was  turned  into  a  pointer  in  the  West  Indies  on 
account  of  tlie  he;it.  One  d.iy  when  Patldy  ;ind 
[  were  at  a  uarden  |i;irty  at  the  <  Jovcrnor's.  one  oi" 
tiie  u;ue8t.s  oltscrved  to  nic.  "That's  a  liandsoinc  do;^, 
captain,  liut  he  is  not  thorou-j,hItr(Ml  ! "  'How's 
that?"  said  1.  "II*'  liasn't  enough  iiair  on  his 
belly!"  "  \V<'11.  sir,"  said  1,  "if  my  eoxswam  had 
lieeii  eiii)j)injjj  v/o'/  all  ilie  niojninn.  1  dcMi't  think  vou 
would  look  thorounhlired  !"  and  he  didn't. 

Kroni  lielize  wr  went  to  Havana,  and  ari'ved 
there  in  the  niik  of  time;  for  our  consui-j^eiieral, 
Mr  Crowe,  had  just  hcen  the  victim  of  an  outrage 
wliiih  \ery  nearl\'  terminated  his  existence.  The 
Spanish  authorities  thou^dit  very  natui'ally  that  we 
had  come  in  conse»|ncnce  of  this  atfair,  and  were 
j)rofus('  in  their  ajxthj^ies, — the  eaptain  L'cneral.  on 
whom  1  waited,  evt-n  otlerimi,'  to  hanii;  or  shoot 
twenty  >r  thirty  ir.iliaiis  he  lia'i  in  jail,  hut  who 
had  iiothiiiL!"  whatever  to  do  with  this  particular 
ease.  Mr  ( 'rowr,  win*  had  aelcd  tiirou^hout  with 
«j,reat  pluck,  and  who  was  the  oltject  ol  mm-h  sym- 
pathv,  espicially  from  the  ladies,  declined  tins  iiaUvi- 
.some  oiler,  and  the;  real  perpetrators  escaped 

After  visiiing  Matanzas  and  f»tlu'r  j»laces  of  in 
terest  in  C'uha,  we  n  turned  to  .lamaica  Hunu'Li  our 
stay  at  this  place  I  licaitl  a  curious  story,  told  Wy 
a  man  named  ( 'un\ ,  of  some  hidden  treasure  which 
he  claimed  to  ha\c  discovered  in  a  cave  in  the  island 
of  Santa  Catalina,  oil"  the  Mostpiito  Coast  Like  ni«**t 
stories  of  this  description,  it  was  on  the  lar»'  of  it 
hiiihl}'  im}>roiial)le  ;  hut  many  people  helieve*!  in  it, 
and  Curry  made  a  very  e<)od  livinj^  l)y  otfr-nni;  to 
share  his  e;ains,  for  which  he  rwM'ived  rtul)stanfial 
a.ssistanee    in    advance.       Curiously    enough,    1    had 
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iilroady  heard  of  this  matter  wliilst  cros.siii<]f  tlie 
Istliniu,^  of  I*anain;i  on  my  way  lionie  in  1871).  At 
that  time  Mr  MaK-t,  our  consul,  said  he  had  seen 
(.'urry,  wlio  sliowed  liim  some  old  S[)anish  coins  dated 
1^2"),  wliieli  he  said  he  had  discovered  in  the  cave 
afore  mentioned,  and  that  havini;  filh.'d  his  pockets, 
lie  was  driven  off  l>y  the  natives,  hut  not  l»efore  he 
had  opened  some  jars  and  lio.xes  c(»ntainniL;'  douh- 
loons,  n'oldeii  erucilixes,  and  precious  stones^  &c. 
Mr  Malet  said  that  howevir  ini[)rol).il)le  the  story 
was,  he  could  not  hut  liehev(!  there  was  some  truth  in 
it.  1  had  (piile  foro-otten  the  matter  until  the  I'c- 
appearaiice  of  Curry  r(  vi\ed  \ny  interest,  .so  1  inter- 
viewed him.  He  sw(»re  steiidily  to  the  st(try,  and 
even  offered  to  go  with  m(>  ni  the  Druid  an<l  show 
me  the  place,  notwithstan<lin,n-  that  !  told  him  I 
should  certainly  hani;'  him  if  his  stor\'  proved  t(» 
he  false.  It  was  well  known  that  Morn;an,  the 
eeleln'ated  huccaiieer,  had  amassed  enormous  wealth 
in  those  seas,  notahly  at  the  sacking  of  Panama, 
when  he  and  his  nien  hrought  over  to  Chagrcs  175 
muledoads  of  plunder.  Several  of  Morgan's  gang 
were  suhsequently  hanged  at  Tort  Ivoyal,  Jamaica, 
and  (  a])tain  Kidd  is  said  to  have  oH'ere(|  his  weight 
in  gold  on  condition  that  his  life  should  he  spared. 
The  oiler  was  declined,  and  the  secret  died  with  him. 
In  consecpiemM;  of  this  information,  and  heing  an.xious 
to  test  the  truth  of  the  story,  I  asked  the  commodore 
to  let  me  visit  the  island  in  the  Diuid,  hut  was  llatly 
refused — the  terms  pirate,  filihuster,  and  huceaneer 
heing  fri'ely  aitjilied  to  my  mime  ;  and  to  prevent  my 
surreptitiously  visiting  the  spot  on  my  next  cruise, 
tile  Commo(h)re  forhadi?  me  to  go  to  the  westward  of 
a  certain  latitude,  and  1  went  to  Carthagena  instead. 
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Durincf  this  cruise  wliicli  wa^  rntlit'i-  n  innnnroimus 
one.  Itciiiff  desirous  (if  Ljiviuijj  my  crew  a  little  divcr- 
.sioii  and  tc-t  tlit'ir  siuarl  iicss  I  juuiprd  ox'crlioaid 
one  uveniu'j;  and  was  verv  pi'ouiptly  i>icko(l  up  'I'lu' 
ciitrv  in  the  slnit's  Iol;-  ran  thus;  ••II. M.S.  Oruid. 
('ai-t  liau'cna  to  .laniaica,  Sunday,  March  2j,  ISSO. 
[-at.  I;;  MS'  X.,  lon^-.  77  a !'  W.,  ;').(")  I'.M.  ('a|»tain 
fi'll  ovorlioard.  I'li  mainsail,  sijuafcd  maiii-\ard  h't 
U'o  lilo  -  liuov  lowered  eiilier.  j)iclved  eajitain  up. 
Filled  and  ])roeee(led  ''  It  was  u  jU'ettN'  e\  oliit  ion, 
-martly  done.  Seine  \-ears  aftiM'wards  I  happened 
to  he  in  the  Naval  Mxhiliition  looking"  around,  wlien 
my  eye  caught  a  verv  sensational  picture  of"  a  man 
overboard  at  s(\i,  with  the  extrai't  ahove  reprodnenl, 
windiun;  up  with  the  remark  that  the  man  was  picked 
up  in  two  minutes,  mil  that  tin'  hoat  was  lilted  '•  with 
Messrs  Jlill  i^  Clarke's  i-Mt  lowcrinuj  appatratus."  It 
was  just  an  advertisement  Seeing  thai  I  was  inter- 
ested in  the  ])icture.  the  geiithnnan  presi<liug  ov(.'r 
the  dejiartmeut  came  up  and  assured  me  thnt  it  was 
ti'Ue.  Whereupon  1  ;-.iid  that  T  was  the  man.  so  he 
gave  me  tlie  )»icture.  l)ur  as  this  was  an  e.Naggera- 
tion,  I  l;ave  done  another  wh.-'h  more  trul}'  descrihes 
the  scene. 

That  same  e\-eiiiiiL:  we  caught  a  i'.'j."  sli.ark.  a  \'erv 
huiigrv  <»hl  lady  with  twelve  little  sh.-rrks  inside  her. 
.\s  some  sceptics  may  doiiht  this,  seciri'j:  sharks  getuM*- 
ally  lay  <'ggs,  1  ma\'  explain  that  this  <>\\<'  lielonge<1 
to  the  ovo-visiparous  .sj)ecies,  wiiidi  piroduce  their 
young  alive. 

To  go  back  to  the  storv  of  ('nrry  and  the  tr(\asure. 
In  the  year  1882  the  Commodore  at  .Jamai<'a  was 
invalided,  and  I  became  a(;ting  Commodore  f>ro  tem.  ; 
and   on    being    «upersedetl   by   the   new  Commodore 
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from  EmlMmikI,  I  induccMl  liim  to  let  nie  t^o  to  Cata- 
liii.'i.  CiiiTy  otlcrcil  to  ai'C(»n)j);iiiv  me,  liut  fjiilcd 
at  the  last  monicnt,  as  I  f'olt  sure  lie  would.  J  low- 
ever,  wo  wont  witliout  him,  and  after  three  days' 
pleasant  sailiiiLJ  we  sighted  the  island  of  Ohl  Trovi- 
denee,  and  anchored  off  Santa  Catalina,  where  we 
heard  the  true  story  of  Curry  and  his  ill-gotten 
gains.  It  seems  he  had  hecn  servant  to  some  old 
eurio-hunter.  who  had  collected  a  lot  of  coins  and 
precious  stones,  and  at  this  man's  death  —  it  wan 
current Iv  reported  he  had  heen  murdered  i)y  Curry 
— the  rascal  stole  all  his  pro[)erty  and  invented 
this  [)lausil»le  tale.  The  natives  of  the  island  were 
greatly  interested  in  Ciiri-y  s  yarn,  and  in  conse- 
quence searched  the  island  all  over,  and  one  of  th(!m 
actually  found  a  jar  full  of  doid)loons  at  the  hottoui 
of  a  well.  The  amount  must  have  heen  considerahle, 
as  he  was  al»le  to  huild  a  house  and  liu}'  a  schooner 
with  the  proce(;ds  1  iiave  no  douht  there  is  plentv 
more  liuried  amidst  the  ruins  of  the  old  fort,  which 
had  at  one  time'  been  the  stronghold  of  the  Ituc- 
caneers.  A  remiirkahle  r(»ch,  culled  Morgan's  H(Md, 
stands  immediately  abreast  of  the  anchorage  of  f^anla 
Catalina. 

After  a  few  days  spent  here  we  left  for  the  IJay 
Islands,  touching  at  Swan  Island  en  roittc.  This 
place  is  so  insignificant  as  to  be  scarcely  visible  on 
an  ordinary  chart,  p.nd  we  were  surju-ised  to  find 
iidiabitants  living  on  it — three  Americans  collecting 
guano,  who,  having  had  no  news  fr»)m  the  outer 
world,  were  delighteil  to  see  us.  We  supplieil  them 
with  tea,  sugar,  toliacco,  Hour,  and  the  latest  [>a[)ers, 
and  had  a  ca[tital  day's  shooting,  bagging  over  four 
hundred    bald  -  pated    pigeons,    and    obtained    some 
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turtles.  From  tlieiire  we  visited  the  Bay  Islands, 
ami  anchored  ofl"  Boiiacea.  There  are  three  islands 
in  the  tfrou})-- Bonacea,  Uiiatan.  and  Ttilla— -which 
at  one  time  ht'longed  to  (ireai  l^ntain.  hut,  in  an 
evil  day  for  them,  were  cedeil  to  Honduras  since 
when  the  poor  inhai»itants  have  heen  hrutally  mis- 
used. Tlicy  still  claim  to  he  British  suhjeets  and 
sj»eak  Kni^lish  The  j)oor  thinji;s  complained  hitterly 
of  their  treatmeiii.  by  the  Honduranian  (Joveniment, 
and  Wi'lcomed  our  arrival,  hut  we  were  jiowcrless  to 
help  them  However,  we  were  ahle  to  he  ol  some 
use,  and  I  remained  over  Sunday  at  their  particular 
re(|uest.  On  that  day  the  >hij>  was  thronifcd,  and 
after  divine  servn-e  we  had  no  less  than  seven  A\ed- 
iliiigs  and  twenty -four  christeninL!;s  on  hoard,  so 
anxious  were  they  to  have  the  ceremony  perlt»rmed 
under  the  British  thu''.  With  universal  lamentations 
we  hade  adieu  to  these  lovely  islands  and  the  simple 
inhahitants.  In  conversation  with  Mr  Barlee,  the 
Gov<'nior  of  British  llonduvas.  he  said  to  me  "  in 
no  part  >>{'  her  Majesty's  dominions  are  British  suh- 
jeets so  shamefully  ill-treatcil  as  are  the  Bay  islanders  ; 
hut  they  have  no  one  to  helj)  them,  and  even  the 
captains  of  H.M.  ships  are  told  not  to  iistcMi  to  their 
eomjilaints ! " 

hurinji;  one  of  our  annual  visits  to  the  West 
Indies,  I  was  ordered  to  Hayti  to  show  tlu;  British 
flag,  interview  the  consul,  and  report  generally  on 
the  condition  of  the  island.  .M}'  rejiort,  which  is  far 
too  lonsj  to  reproduce  here,  covered  the  agricultural, 
financial,  political,  and  social  state  of  tlie  island  as 
1  found  it.  1  received  the  thanks  of  the  Foreign 
OtHee  for  it,  with  a  notitication  that  they  did  not 
recommend    its   l)eiiig   published, — which  I  can  well 
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uii(l('r.st;ni(l.  sopiDct  tliaf  ir  \v;is  ji  (•()in))l('to  vxposi 
ol  the  iiii(|uit(ius  |ii';ict  ires  ciirric'l  nii  vukIci-  tin-  clnnls 
of  rcliiiioii  l)\'  tlu'  iiiinic  of  '  Niiiidouisni  "  or  srriiciit- 
worsliip,  ;iiiil  cnrroborjitiii^  in  cvcia- drtail  tin'  rt'|M)its 
(if  Sir  S|(c'ii('t'r  St  .loliii  and  Mr  St«'\vart.  two  ol  II.M. 
luiiiisti  rs  who  liad  lu'cn  siiect'ssivcly  accHMlilcd  lo  ilu- 
repnlilic.  It  w(»nid  In-  nsclos.s.  and  iiidfcd  nauseous, 
to  )'cca|titulMt('  the  horrors  in  tlie  form  of  eannihal- 
isni,  secret  poisoninii'.  e|iild-sla\  inu'.  and  other  dis- 
l,nistini;'  customs  which  uii(h)ul)te<lly  existecl  at  iliat 
time,  and,  for  all  i  know,  do  sldl,  in  that  Mack 
ri'ituldie. 

When  first  apjjrised  of  its  existeiice.  1  could  >carcclv 
believe  sucjj  thin<:;s  possilijc  in  the  ninctii'nth  r.iiiiir\- 
in  a  counti'N'  professing  to  he  civilised,  hut  I  socni 
found  tiui  thai  there  was  no  e.\a,n\tferat  ion  and  that 
things  were,  if  possilih',  wtM>e  tji.in  what  hud  Iteeii  I  old 
to  me.  I  ohtaiiu'd  my  iidormation  from  undod  ted 
sources-  iVoin  those  Iouil;  resident  in  tin'  island,  hotli 
l)lack  and  white — and  there  .seems  no  doui»t  tiiat  ilie 
horrilile  customs,  of  the  hlaek  sava,LC<'s  of  the  West 
Afru-aii  coast  have  heeii  handed  down  to  their  de- 
seoiidants,  the  [)restnt  population  ol  Ilayti.  and  that 
their  civilisation  is  merely  ;i  vciieer.  and  their  re- 
ligion, osteiisilily  Jxoman  Catholic,  a  fraud.  i)urinv' 
the  French  occupation  they  appear  to  have  hceii 
(leharred  from  ))ractisinti;  their  orgii's ;  hut  since  the 
French  evacuated  the  island,  some  one  hundred  years 
ago,  they  have  indulged  in  them  l*rie.sts  helonging 
to  the  onler  of  rau(/(>u.r  are  to  he  found  in  every 
village,  and  temples  ft)r  the  ])raetiee  of  their  diaholi- 
cal  rites  and  (;eremonies  are  .scattered  over  the 
country.  At  these  places  at  regular  times,  eorre- 
spunding  with  our  Christmas,  Easter,  and   Whitsun- 
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tiflo,  the  most  disuustiiiLr  orixica  jmhI    sacrifict's  ttiko 

J»Ill<T. 

I'assiiiLf  over  <U'tiiils,  I  m.iy  iiiciitioii  tlciL  ii  .Ktua'- 
nmii  (if  the  Clmrcli  of  l'jiitj;liiii(l  rcsiilin^  in  the  ishiiitl 
told  iiK'  tli;it  Vaiulouisiu  iutnl'dcd  LTnatlv  witli  his 
woilv.  He  suhstantiattMl  the  liorrililc  atrocities  pcr- 
petratod  all  over  the  cnmitry,  and  .said  that  a  woman 
olleird  hninan  tlesli  al  his  dour.  ;ind  that  his  v.ile  was 
nearly  inlying  it,  helievinu;  it  to  i»e  pork,  it  serins 
Mcandalons  that  sueh  a  licautilul  island  shonid  he 
dtliltd  Ity  snch  wrttciies  as  these.  lletler  had  it 
beei»  it  Colunihus  had  left  the  simple,  harndess  rae(^ 
wiio  at  that  time  inhaliitiMl  the  island,  instead  »»1 
linitally  ill-nsinu;  them  and  suhst itut ini^  sneh  l»ar- 
l)arians.  IMiilanthropists  may  <'laini  that  the  ithiek 
man  is  intelleetually  eipial  to  the  white  and  capaMe 
of  self-government.  It  is  an  insult  to  ones  inlelli- 
genee  to  suppose  so. 

Before  leavinij;  the  station  I  paid  aiint her  visit  to 
Ilayti,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  ohtainin^  redress 
foi'  sonn;  outra<i;es  ])erpetr{ited  on  l(»reiifners  hy  the 
Ilaytian  authorities. 

On  my  return  from  a  cruise  round  .lamaiia,  I 
found  that  alurmin'j,  teIeL,n'ams  ha<l  come  from  our 
eonsul-f^em-ral  at  I'ort-au-l'riuee,  urgently  reipuriiii^ 
the  presence  of  a  man-ol-war.  Our  Comncdore, 
liaviu'j;  only  lately  taken  ollice,  was  new  t(!  the 
extraordinary  proceedinjjfs  of  these  folk,  and  seemed 
in';lincd  to  make  lieht  of  the  matter,  so  1  askeil  him 
to  send  me  without  delay,  which  he  did,  ami  in  a 
couple  of  hours  we  were  steaming  out  of  harbour. 
Our  first  visit  was  to  Miragoane,  a  small  ))ort  on 
the  west  coast  of  Hayti,  where  Mr  Ahrendt,  a  Oerman 
subject,  but  vice-consul  for  (Jreat  iirilain,  had   b(  en 
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insulted  and  imprisoned,  and  a  Mr  Hadleigh,  an 
American  citizen,  had  been  treated  in  the  same  way. 
JMr  Bain,  a  Scotchman  in  business  in  Port-au-Prince, 
was  also  in  prison  awaiting  his  trial  on  frivolous 
charges.  It  was  certainly  time  we  came.  Having 
released  these  gentlemen  and  embarked  them,  we 
proceeded  to  Port-au-Prince,  to  communicate  with  Mr 
Hunt,  our  energetic  consul-general.  Having  saluted 
the  Haytian  Hag  with  twenty  -  one  guns,  I  went 
ashore  and  found  a  lively  state  of  affairs.  A  French 
gentleman  had  been  illegally  imprisoned  ;  two  Eng- 
lislmien,  friends  of  the  consul,  were  unalde  to  leave 
house  for  fear  of  being  seized  and  thrown  into 
prison  for  no  offence  whatever.  The  consulate  was 
shadowed  by  hired  ruffians,  ladies  and  gentlemen 
were  insulted  in  the  streets,  and  British  subjects 
imprisoned  without  cause.  In  fact,  the  Haytian 
authorities  seemed  to  be  most  impartial  in  their 
favours.  Mr  Hunt  said  he  could  obtain  no  redress 
or  satisfaction  of  any  kind,  his  protestations  l)eing 
treated  with  contempt.  He  therefore  placed  the 
matter  in  my  hands.  There  was  no  time  to  be  lost : 
one  gentleman  had  br^en  in  prison  for  three  weeks, 
and  three  weeks  in  a  filthy  Haytian  jail  with  bad 
food  and  thermometer  at  120°  is  no  joke.  I  at  once 
wrote  to  the  President,  a  full-blooded  negro  named 
SalauKm,  demanding  the  immediate  release  of  this 
gentleman,  and  that  he  and  the  other'^  who  had  been 
unlawfully  imprisoned  should  be  awarded  100  dollars 
(.£20)  a-day  as  compensation  for  the  period  of  their 
incarceration,  and  an  apology  be  offered  for  the 
insult  to  their  persons ,  also  that  the  officials  who 
committed  these  outrages  should  be  dismissed  from 
their   posts.     The  communication   produced  evasive 


au 


Eiig- 


d  the 
lost : 
eeks, 

bad 

once 

amcd 

this 
been 
)nars 
their 

the 

who 

from 

rasive 


PRESIDENT    RALAMON. 


233 


replies,  couched  in  very  polite  language,  for  the 
Haytians  are  a  most  polite  nation,  whatever  may  be 
said  of  their  habits.  As  the  object  was  clearly  to 
gain  time,  the  Druid  was  moored  within  convenient 
range  of  the  principal  fort,  and  preparations  made 
to  cut  out  a  ILiytian  man-of-war  lying  in  the  har- 
bour. Fortunately  these  persuasive  measures  suc- 
ceeded ;  the  authorities  agreed  to  the  terms,  and  the 
matter  ended. 

Before  leaving  the  port  I  landed  to  pay  my  re- 
spects to  the  President,  wJio  was  really  a  fine  old 
fellow,  and  hardly  responsible  for  the  higli-handed 
acts  of  his  subordinates.  He  received  me  with  every 
honour,  guard,  and  l)and ;  but  it  was  dithcult  to 
keej)  one's  countenance  when  his  Excellency  was 
announced,  supported  on  eitiier  side  by  a  gorgeous 
A.D.C,  one  dressed  in  scarlet,  the  other  in  green, 
like  the  bow-lights  of  a  steamer  looming  thrcniuh 
a  fog,  with  the  Preiident's  huge  figure  between  them. 
I  expressed  to  his  Excellency  my  satisfaction  at  the 
peaceful  termination  of  our  correspondence,  and  so 
we  parted. 

The  foreign  consuls  and  cliar<jv-iVaJjaires  came  to 
wish  us  good-bye,  and  were  very  grateful  for  our 
visit.  Having  seen  the  cash  paid  at  the  British 
consulate,  we  sailed  for  Jamaica,  and  soon  afterwards 
returned  to  England  to  pay  otf. 

It  was  a  source  of  great  gratification  to  me  to 
receive  on  my  return  home,  not  only  their  L(jrdships' 
approval,  but  a  very  handsome  acknowledgment 
from  the  Foreign  Office,  for  all  our  proceedings  in 
Newfoundland,  and  also  in   Hayti. 
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THE    LOKD     WARDEN. 


After  ca  spell  of  over  thirty  years'  constant  emj^lo}-- 
ment  at  sea  one  welcomes  a  Ijillct  ashore,  and  su(;li 
was  offered  me  in  the  command  of  H.M.S,  Lord 
Warden,  coastguard  ship  stationed  at  Queensferry  in 
the  Firth  of  Forth.  This  was  in  every  way  a  most 
charming  appointment,  entailing  plenty  of  work  in- 
specting the  coastguard  stations  and  the  drill-ships  of 
the  naval  reserve  around  the  coast  of  Scotland,  from 
Berwick-on-Twoed  round  the  north  coast  to  Ullapool 
on  the  west,  and  including  the  Orkney  and  the  Shet- 
land Isles.  Besides  the  coastguardsmen,  I  had  some 
5000  naval  reserve  men  under  my  orders.  These 
were  mostly  fishermen  from  the  Orkneys  and  Shet- 
lands,  Aberdeen,  Wick,  and  Inverness,  and  also  a 
fair  proportion  of  whalers  from  Dundee  and  Peter- 
head, and  other  ocean-going  seamen.  They  were, 
taking  them  all  round,  a  fine  body  ol  men,  most 
zealous  at  their  drills,  and  I  doubt  not  would  prove 
an  efficient  auxiliary  in  time  of  war,  when  accustomed 
to  the  discipline  of  a  man-of-war.  At  that  time, 
1882-84,  they  were  drilled  with  the  same  class  of 
guns  as  were  used  at  the  battle  of  Trafalgar !  the 
modern  form  of  ordnance  being  considered  too  expen- 
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sive  and  too  complicated  lor  their  understanding.  It 
is  ditHcnlt  to  ima^dne  of  what  use  the  ohl  drill  could 
have  been  to  them,  ])ut  for  that  I  was  not  responsil)le. 
In  the  Shctlands  alone  we  turned  out  1800  strapping 
fellows,  and  it  occurred  to  me  that  here  wouhl  he  a 
fine  stock  from  which  to  re<;ruit  our  navy.  Never 
was  a  greater  mistake.  In  replv  to  my  suggestion,  I 
was  ordered  to  the  Shctlands  to  obtain  recruits  tor 
the  nav}'.  No  sooner  had  the  Lord  Warden  anchored 
.at  Lerwick  than  the  natives  lied  to  the  mountains, 
fearing^  the  pressfijano;,  In  vain  I  held  a  meeting  at 
the  town  hall,  and  pointed  out  the  advantages  of  the 
navy  ;  not  a  single  recruit  did  I  get  The  iishermen 
explained  afterwards  that  it  was  more  to  their  ad- 
vantage to  keep  their  boys  to  help  with  the  fish- 
ing than  to  hire  others  in  lieu.  Much  disgusted, 
I  returned  to  the  Forth,  and  never  repeated  rlie 
experiment. 

To  my  mind  the  ignoranci;  of  all  that  concerns  the 
navy  was  one  ot  the  most  remarkable  traits  in  our 
people.  It  is  easy  to  understand  that  the  natives  o. 
our  midland  counties,  who  have  never  seen  the  sea 
nor  any  craft  larger  than  a  l)arge,  should  not  be  able 
to  appreciate  the  necessity  of  the  navy  for  this  em- 
joire ;  but  this  ignorance  or  inditfercnce  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  lower  classes,  and  I  have  been  asked 
before  now,  Of  what  use  is  the  navy  ?  Are  we  not 
afraid  of  pirates  ?  and  suchlike,  by  people  who  ought 
to  know  better.  On  one  occasion  an  old  lady  at 
Inverness  station  took  me  for  the  railwav  guard,  not 
knowinsf  the  naval  uniform,  and  asked  me  to  find  her 
a  carriage,  which  I  did  In  refusing  the  cuscomary 
tip.  I  told  her  confidentially  that  I  was  not  the  guard, 
but  that  he  was  a  cousin  of  mine,  at  which  she  seemed 
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much  i)leasofl.  At  tinother  place  in  Scotland  I  was 
taken  for  a  Salvation  Army  captain  :  1  explaineil  that 
my  lecture  would  come  ott"  at  4  p.m.,  by  which  time  I 
took  care  to  be  in  the  train.  But  these  anmsing  in- 
cidents were  quite  eclipsed  some  years  later  at  Cal- 
cutta, where  on  the  occasion  of  my  wife's  "At  Home" 
one  old  lady  apologised  for  being  late  because  the 
boatman  had  taken  li(!r  on  boartl  a  "  dirty  little  river- 
steamer."  pointing  to  the  Marathon,  one  of  my  smart- 
est cruisers,  whilst  another  remarked  to  Captain 
Gitfard,  my  iiag  -  captain,  "  she  so  loved  to  see  the 
dear  sailors  lying  drunk  about  the  streets,  it  reminded 
her  of  home  I  "  a  compliment  that  was  hardly  appre- 
ciated by  him,  seeing  that  our  men  were  remarkal)ly 
well  behaved. 

But  this  state  of  atikirs  has  happily  now  changed, 
and  during  the  last  ten  years — dating,  m  fact,  from 
the  Naval  Exhibition — the  interest  in  the  navy  has 
increased  to  a  remarkable  extent,  so  much  so  that 
we  have  now  no  reason  to  complain  of  neglect.  This 
satisfactory  result  has  been  attained  mainly  by  a 
few  eminent  naval  officers  who  have  so  earnestly 
and  elocpiently  appealed  to  the  public,  placing  before 
them  the  absolute  necessity  for  a  powerful  navy, 
mid  how  the  existence  of  our  empire  depended  (^,n 
It.  In  this  direction  they  have  been  nobly  supported 
by  the  press,  irrespective  of  party.  The  result  is 
that  at  the  present  time  we  possess  a  navy  which 
in  strength  and  efficiency  has  had  no  parallel  in 
the  history  of  the  nation. 

A  word  also  about  the  coastguard.  Until  1  had 
anything  to  do  with  them  I  had  no  idea  wliut  a 
fine  body  of  men  they  were,  many  in  the  prime  of 
life, — not   the  decrepit  old  shell-backs  which   some 
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suppose  thorn  to  l)e,  whoso  duty  woiihl  M|)po;ir  to 
be  h)oking  after  inirsGiy-ni;iids  and  peranihulators 
on  Southsea  beaoli.  The  (Liys  of  smu ruling  are 
probably  past,  but  \vh(,'ii  the  storm  ai-isctli  and 
men  are  in  peril  on  the  sen,  then  the  coastguards- 
men  are  in  their  glory,  helping  to  man  the  life- 
boat or  hasten  to  the  wreck  with  the  rocket 
apparatus.  This  is  especially  the  case  on  the 
stormy  coasts  of  Scotland,  where  the  coastguard 
stations  are  not  so  well  manned  as  on  the  s(Hitii 
coast  of  England,  and  the  work  is  harder.  1  had 
occasion,  when  returning  thanks  for  the  navy  at 
the  annual  ban([uet  of  the  Scottish  Academy  in 
Edinburgh,  to  give  effect  to  these  sentiments,  which 
I  am  pleased  to  say  wt^re  very  well  receivinl  b}-  a 
sympathetic  audience. 

In  going  my  rounds  of  the  coastguard  stations  in 
Scotland,  1  had  occasion  to  visit  a  place  called  Tongue, 
in  Sutherlandshire,  which  had  not  l)een  inspected  for 
three  years.  It  was  an  out-of-the-way  place,  the  near- 
est station  to  it  being  some  forty  miles  off,  and  there 
was  onl}'  a  solitary  coastguardman  there.  I  thought 
it  was  about  time  he  was  looked  up,  so  I  went  round 
that  way,  and  found  him  living  in  a  neat  cottage  with 
his  wife  and  family.  Having  inspected  him,  I  re- 
turned to  my  hotel,  and  the  next  morning  started  in 
a  close  carriage  for  Lairg,  a  forty-seven-mile  drive. 
It  was  pitch  dark,  and  the  ground  was  covered  with 
snow,  it  being  the  depth  of  winter.  Just  as  I  was 
leaving  the  hotel  the  man  appeared  at  the  window. 
"  What  is  it  ?  "  I  said.  "  Please,  sir,  it's  twins  !  Boy 
and  girl,  sir — Mrs  Taylor,  sir — sudden  shock  of  your 
visit,  so  unexpected  like.  Mother  and  children  doing 
well,  sir "     It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  the  dis- 
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trift  captain's  visit  should  have  liad  such  a  mnji'ical 
elfoct ! 

Durinrj  tliis  round  of  insper-tion  I  was  acoom])anied 
l)V  tlio  divisional  otticcr,  who  asked  my  pcrniission 
to  brinn;  his  doo;,  a  retriever,  with  him.  The  poor 
animal  was  in  very  low  condition,  and  I  n^iiarkcd, 
"  What  a  mcan-lookinrj  dogj!"  He  said  he  had  paid  £10 
fur  him  to  a  keeper,  so  I  wrote  out  a  bogus  certificate 
to  certify  that  the  dog  had  been  examined  by  a  vet., 
and  statini;  that  he  was  suffering;-  from  everv  com- 
plaint  which  dogs  are  liable  to,  and  concluding  that 
he  had  evidently  been  scandalously  treated,  and  was 
not  Worth  the  money  paid  for  him.  This  certificate 
was  forwarded  to  the  keeper,  who,  after  abusing  the 
vet.,  practically  admitted  the  charge,  and  remitted 
£(3  out  of  the  £10  originally  paid  for  the  animal. 

One  of  Lord  iSloray's  keepers,  an  old  fellow  named 
Anderson,  was  a  special  favourite  of  mine,  and  1  used 
to  give  him  a  roll  of  ship's  tobacco  now  and  then. 
This  tobacco  is  made  up  in  a  curious  way,  l)eing 
tightly  bound  round  with  canvas  and  laid  over  with 
tarred  rope.  (Jn  meeting  Anderson  some  time  after- 
wards I  asked  him  how  he  liked  the  baccv.  "  Weel 
captain,"  said  he,  "  the  tobacco  is  verra  fine,  out  it's 
a  pity  it  is  so  much  adulterated  !  "  "  AVhy,"  I  said, 
"  it's  pure  Virginia !  "  I  found  he  had  cut  up  and 
smoked  it,  canvas,  tarred  rope,  and  all ! 

We  had  on  board  the  Lord  AVarden  two  boatswains, 
one  f(n-  deck  duty,  the  other  the  bo's'n  of  the  ship  : 
they  lived  together  in  a  mess  by  themselves.  One 
day  ^Ir  8.,  the  supernumerary  bos'n,  re})Oi'ted  his 
messmate,  ^Ir  B.,  for  having  used  violent  and  threat- 
ening language  to  him.  1  investigated  the  case, 
when  the  following  evidence  was  adduced  : — 
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Mr  S.  (a  little  man  with  a  squeaky  voice).  "  Plonso, 
sir,  I  went  into  my  mess,  when  Mv  B.  ahusetl  me  in 
the  most  shoekiiio"  manner,  usin,^  lanu;ua,u-e  which  was 
certainly  not  parliamentar}' '  nnd  threatened  to  kick 
me  out  of  the  mess." 

"  ^\'ell,  ^Ir  B.,  what  linve  you  u'ot  to  say  to  the 
charge  ''  " 

3Ii'  B.  (a  hio-  hurly  fellow).  "  No,  sir;  I  spoke  to 
Mr  S.  hrmly  Init  kinilly  ! "' 

I  thereupon  turned  to  the  com]ilainant  and  asked 
hmi  if  he  could  repeat  the  language,  which  he  did, 
but  it  was  of  so  foul  and  disgusting  a  nature  as  to  he 
unfit  for  pul:)lication.  I  thereupon  informed  Mr  B. 
that  if  he  did  not  apologise  in  writing  I  should  try 
him  by  court-martial.  Having  thus  expressed  myself, 
I  rushed  to  my  cabin  and  rolled  on  the  sofa  with 
laughter.  The  apology  was  at  once  made,  and  the 
two  boatswains  remained  fast  friends  to  the  end  of 
the  commission. 

One  advantage  in  a  home  billet  is  that  the  captain 
as  well  us  the  crew  gets  a  bit  of  leave  once  a-year. 
AYheii  it  came  to  my  turn  I  sent  in  my  application 
in  the  usual  way.  On  one  coluran  of  the  form  the 
applicant  has  to  say  how  much  leave  he  has  had  and 
when  was  the  last  occasion.  I  filled  this  in,  "  Have 
never  had  a.  day's  leave  on  full  pay  since  I  have  been 
in  the  service!"  Considering  that  this  rejjresented 
over  thirty  years,  I  think  it  a  fair  record. 

In  due  course  the  Lord  Warden  was  inspected  by 
Admiral  Sir  A.  Hoskins,  the  Superintendent  of  Naval 
Eeserves.  We  were  supplied  with  a  patent  fire- 
extinguisher  of  the  red  pillar- post  pattern,  so  to 
test  this  apparatus  I  prepared  a  spare  cabin,  filled 
it  with  oakum  soaked  in  parafin,  and  set  fire  to  it. 
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Wc  oravc  it  live  minutes'  start  and  then  opoiicd 
the  door  and  turned  on  the  jet,  when  the  fire  was 
iinmediatcljj  extinouislied.  Subsequently  8ir  An- 
thony hoisted  his  Hag  m  the  Lord  Warden,  and  we 
had  a  pleasant  cruise  to  Norway,  IIelio;()land,  and 
aloiK)-  the  Scottish  coast;  l)Ut  the  siiuadnm  was  a 
scratch  pack,  hardly  any  two  shi})s  alike,  and  none 
of  them  worth  much,  with  their  thin  armour,  slow 
speed,  and  obsolete  armament.  As  for  the  Lord 
Warden  herself,  she  was  so  rotten  we  could  dii»;  dry 
wood  out  of  her  with  a  pickaxe,  and  fun<'us  siTcw 
betwe(;n  the  beams.  However,  she  answere<l  my 
purpose  very  well  in  peace-time,  her  accommodation 
Itcing  excellent ;  but  when  there  appeared  a  pros])ect 
of  war  with  Russia  in  1884,  1  felt  compelled  to  in- 
form their  Lordships  that  the  ship  [  had  the  honour 
to  comnumd  could  neither  tight  nor  run  away.  The 
result  of  this  letter  was  my  transference  to  the  Ajax, 
a  new  ironclad  of  a  novel  desisTn, 

The  exploits  of  this  eccentric  craft  would  fill  a 
volume  and  Ijc  scarcely  credited.  On  leaving  Sheer- 
ncss  for  the  first  time  on  a  trial  tri})  with  Admiral 
Sir  John  Corbett,  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  a 
party  of  ladies  on  board,  she  took  charge,  and  very 
nearly  ran  down  an  Indiaman  crowded  with  troops. 
She  next  parted  her  cable  in  a  dead  calm  in  Dover 
Roads  through  sheerinej  about  with  the  tide  and  brin^r- 
ing  the  cable  across  the  ram  ;  and  the  next  day,  going 
down  Channel  at  full  speed,  s):  carried  her  helm 
three  turns  a-starboard  for  six  n  irs,  when  without 
warning  she,  as  sailors  say,  "broke  her  sheer"  and 
came  round  on  a  pivot,  scattering  the  merchant 
vessels  in  all  directions,  till  we  got  her  straightened 
up  again,  when  she  carried  her  helm  hard-a-port  all 
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the  rest  of  tlic  way  to  Portsmoutli.  In  fact  there 
was  no  knowing  what  tricks  the  ohl  girl  was  np  to. 
The  reason  of  this  extraordinary  performance  was 
due  to  the  fact  tliat  she  was  sliaped  likt>  a  spoon, 
being  too  broad  for  her  lengtli  and  Hat -bottomed  ; 
and  having  a  coarse  run,  she  carried  a  huge  body  of 
water  in  her  wake,  in  which  the  rudder  was  useless. 
After  nearly  ramming  the  Agincourt  she  was  paid  olf 
as  too  dangerous  to  mfuianivre  with  a  Hect. 

I  took  this  opportunity,  being  unemployed,  to 
take  a  trip  to  Newfoundland  to  shoot  caribou  with 
the  late  Sir  A.  Fowler.  During  this  exj)edition  we 
had  many  adventures,  boijig  half-starved  for  several 
days  owing  to  our  having  got  separated  from  our 
boats  with  the  stores.  We  were  reduced  to  a  small 
piece  of  jiork,  as  salt  as  Lot's  wife,  and  a  few  biscuits, 
which  were  so  hard  that  we  had  to  soak  them  in 
water  and  break  them  with  a  stone.  Fortunately  wc 
met  with  two  caribou  and  killed  them  both,  so  when 
our  men  overtook  us  we  had  abundance  of  meat. 
We  also  captured  a  beaver,  and  ate  his  tail,  which 
is  considered  a  great  delicacy ;  but,  taken  on  an 
empty  stomach,  it  made  me  sick. 

On  this  trip  we  struck  in  at  Hall's  Bay  and  crossed 
the  island  from  east  to  west,  coming  out  at  the  Bay 
of  Islands,  where  we  were  hospitably  entertained  l)y 
the  Rev.  Mr  Curling,  who  lived  there  for  many  years, 
devoting  his  time  and  much  of  his  fortune  to  the 
poor  settlers,  by  whom  he  was  universally  beloved. 
A  day  or  two  before  we  reached  the  west  coast  we 
were  camped  on  the  shores  of  Grand  Pond  when 
our  hut  caught  fire  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  and 
we  were  just  able  to  save  ourselves  and  our  etfects 
when  the  roof  fell  in. 
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The  Itest  route  to  reach  tlie  hiirrens  for  hunting 
cjiril)()U  is  hy  eitlier  Ilall's  Bay  or  the  Bay  of  Islands. 
In  cither  ease  deer  may  l)e  met  with  in  forty-eight 
houi's.  On  one  of  these  exjK'ditions  I  was  aecom- 
panied  hy  the  hitc  Sir  Hose  Briee,  a  capital  sports- 
man. Soon  after  we  started  it  was  evident  that 
we  had  not  suthcient  men  to  pole  our  boats  up 
stream,  and  it  was  necessary  to  procure  another 
"hand";  but  where  to  got  one  was  the  trouble. 
T(3  icturii  was  out  of  the  (juestion.  Whilst  crossing 
a  lake  and  thinking  the  matter  over,  I  happened 
to  hear  the  sound  of  an  axe  in  the  wood;  so  pro- 
ceeding to  the  spot,  I  landed,  and  came  across  a 
lumberer's  cam])  with  one  man,  a  splendid  young 
fellow,  at  work,  when  the  following  conversation 
took  j)lace  :  "  (Jood  morning,  my  lad;  what's  ytmr 
name?"  "Smith,  sir."  ''What!  John  Smith?" 
"  No,  sir ;  A\'illi'\m  Smith."  "  Why,  the  ver}^  man 
I   am  hxjking  for :  you've  got  to  come  along  with 


me."     "  Me,  sir  ? — I  am  working'  for  Mr 


Oh 


that's  all  right ;  don't  you  make  any  mistake  about 
it,  so  come  along  at  once ; "  and  come  he  did,  and 
he  proved  the  best  mttn  of  the  party,  so  cheery  and 
willing,  and  as  strong  as  a  horse.  Ten  days  later 
we  were  on  our  way  back,  and  Smith  had  to  be 
returned  to  his  risjhtful  owner.  I  had  killed  a  bio- 
stag  that  morning,  and  brought  down  his  haunches 
as  a  peace-offering  for  Smith's  master.  We  reached 
his  camp  after  dark,  and  I  led  the  way,  followed 
by  Bill  bearing  the  haunches  of  venison.  The  lum- 
berers were  having  tea,  so  I  joined  them  and  wished 
the  "boss"  good  evening.  I  fancied  his  reception 
was  not  cordial :  however,  i  took  no  notice,  and 
smoked  a  pipe  and  had  a  pannikin  of  tea,  when  I 
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Soon  after  ray  return  lo  England  I  was  appointed 
to  the  Ivuhy,  senior  otHcer  on  the  south-east  coast 
of  South  America, — an  independent  command,  and 
about  the  best  billet  for  a  captain  in  her  ^Majesty's 
service.  The  south-east  coast  of  the  South  xVraericaii 
station  extends,  rougldy,  from  the  C(|uator  to  Cape 
Horn,  includino;  the  Falkland  Islands,  thus  embrac- 
ino'  some  55°  of  latitude.  It  used  to  l)e  a  rear- 
admiral's  command,  and  the  senior  officer^  really 
does  the  duty  of  an  admiral,  and  the  French  and 
American  squadrons  in  those  waters  are  l)oth  ad- 
miral's commands.  It  is  a  delightful  station,  and 
with  such  a  range  of  latitude  one  can  always  secure 
a  good  climate,  and  avoid  the  hot  season  on  the  coast 
of  Brazil. 

The  climate  of  JMonte  Video  and  Buenos  Ayres 
is  superb,  and  from  that  latitude  to  Ca[)C  Horn 
is  healthy  and  1  tracing,  though  somcwliat  Ijoisterous 
and  cold  to  the  southward  of  40°  south.  The  head- 
quarters of  the  station  are  at  j\Ionte  Video ;  but  as 
the  senior  othcer  is  free  to  go  where  he  pleases,  the 
ships  of  the  squadron  are  generally  dispersed  cither 

'  He  is  now  iiuule  a  conmiotlore. 
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lip  the  river  or  at  Rio  Janeiro  or  the  Falklands, 
taking  turn  at  each  place.  The  River  Plate  has 
always  been  a  favourite  station  with  naval  otticers, 
principally  on  account  of  sport,  which  is  first  rate, 
especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Buonos  Ayres 
and  up  the  Parana  river,  and  from  thence  down 
the  coast  of  Patagonia  to  the  Falkland  Isles.  The 
northern  portion,  including  Brazil,  is  rather  too  hot 
for  that  amusement ;  but  on  all  parts  of  the  station 
there  are  Britisli  interests  to  protect,  and  work  to 
do  in  view  of  the  revolutions  which  are  so  common 
in  South  America,  though  ]iap[)ily  not  so  frequent 
as  tlicy  used  to  1)e.  The  drawback  to  the  station 
is  the  lack  of  good  harl)ours.  True  that  Rio  Janeiro 
is  the  finest  in  the  world,  and  Bahia  is  a  good  one  ; 
but  from  that  soutliwards  they  are  few  and  far  be- 
tween till  the  Falkland  Islands  are  reached,  where 
there  are  excellent  harbours,  sufficient  fov  the  navies 
of  the  world.  On  the  whole  coast  of  Patao-nnia  there 
is  l)ut  one  really  good  harbour.  .Ab^nte  \'ideo  is  an 
open  roadstead,  exposed  to  pamperos,  and  Buenos 
Ayres  is  so  shallow  that  ships  have  to  lie  a  long 
way  out. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  places  on  the  coast  of 
Brazil  is  Pernambuco,  on  account  of  the  Recife,  or 
inner  liarl)our,  which  is  formed  by  a  remarkable  reef 
running  parallel  to  the  coast,  with  a  depth  of  10  to 
30  feet  inside.  The  Ruby,  drawing  20  feet,  moored 
head-and-stern  with  hawsers  to  the  reef.  The 
general  belief  is  that  this  natural  breakwater  has 
been  formed  by  the  coral  zoophyte  ;  l)ut  this  is 
emuieous,  as  it  is  comjiosed  of  sandstone  consolidated 
by  jninute  marine  animals,  without  whose  assistance 
the  sandstone  would  have  long  ago  been  worn  away 
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by  the  action  of  the  sea.  These  animalculse,  having 
served  their  j^urposc,  have  perished,  and  their  shells 
form  a  concrete  agjainst  which  the  waves  have  l)eaten 
for  centuries  in  vain.  To  this  cause  Pernambuco  is 
indebted  for  its  prosperity,  for  without  this  reef  it 
would  have  no  i)ort  at  all. 

A  short  distance  to  the  northward  of  Pernambuco 
is  the   islriud  of  Fernando  do   Noronha,   which  we 
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Fernando  do  Noronha, 

visited,  and  where  we  spent  a  few  days.  It  is  used 
as  a  penal  settlement  by  Brazil,  and  a  better  place 
could  not  be  selected.  There  is  not  a  tree  upon  it, 
so  the  convicts  cannot  build  boats  to  escape.  Some 
two  thousand  of  them,  mostly  murderers,  were  living 
there,  and  perfect  order  was  maintained.  A  remark- 
able peak,  1000  feet  high,  is  a  good  landmark  for 
making  the  island. 

A  more  interesting  place  is  Trinidad  Island  in  the 
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South  Atlantic — not  to  be  confounded  with  the  fine 
ishand  of  the  same  name  in  the  West  Indies.  Trini- 
dad is  about  equidistant  from  Rio  Janeiro  and  Bahia. 
It  was  first  brought  into  notice  by  Mr  Knight  in  his 
interesting  '  Cruise  of  the  Falcon,'  and  it  has  subse- 
quently been  the  cause  of  some  correspondence  with 
the  Brazilian  Government,  who  up  to  that  time  had 
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attached  no  importance  to  it.  Being  desirous  of 
visiting  the  place  after  reading  Knight's  graphic 
account,  I  liove-to  ott'  the  island  on  the  passage 
home,  there  being  no  good  anchorage,  and  landed 
there ;  but  not  till  we  had  been  nearly  capsized  in 
the  surf,  and  had  to  jump  overboard  to  get  ashore. 
The  island  is  of  volcanic  formation,  with  lofty  and 
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inaccessible  crags  and  frowning  precipices  :  it  is  sur- 
rounded l)y  reefs  on  which  a  heavy  surf  constantly 
beats.  We  found  the  shore  covered  with  rank  grass 
and  pieces  of  timber,  washed  down  from  the  moun- 
tain-tops b}'  torrents  in  the  rainy  season ;  also  a 
small  stream  of  excellent  water,  thereby  disproving 
the  otticial  statement  that  there  is  no  water  on  the 
island.     Thousands  of  disuustina-lookina   land-crabs 
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dis])uted  our  approach,  staring  at  us  with  their  pro- 
truding eyes.  They  were  of  all  colours — red,  yellow, 
blue,  and  l)la('k  ;  their  average  size  was  about  that  of 
a  coffee-cup,  with  legs  the  diameter  of  a  saucer.  We 
saw  no  other  living  creature,  except  sea-birds,  wliich 
flow  round  us  in  thousands  with  loud  screams.  Hav- 
ing erected  a  cairn,  we  planted  a  Hag  on  a  staff  and 
returned  on  board.  Steaming  round  the  north  side, 
we  had  a  look  nt  the  "monument"  rock,  a  remark- 
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able column,  which  1  made  a  sketch  of.  Several  ex- 
peditions have  been  made  to  this  island  to  discover 
the  hidden  treasure  supposed  to  have  been  buried 
there,  but  hitherto  without  success.  I  believe  tliere 
are  still  some  people  sanguine  enough  to  believe  in 
its  existence. 

The  south-east  station  of  South  America,  covering 
as  it  docs  some  3300  miles  of  latitude,  is  so  vast  that 
I  cannot  do  more  than  touch  upon  such  points  along 
the  coast  as  may  interest  the  reader,  omitting  sj^oit, 


Tlic  iiioiui incut  rock,  Trinidad. 

or  at  most  only  alluding  to  it  liere  and  there  with- 
out  o'oino-  into  details,  which  I  have  already  done 
in  a  little  work  published  some  years  ago.  ^loreover, 
such  places  as  Rio  Janeiro  and  ]\Ionte  Video  are  well 
know'n  to  the  average  globe-trotter.  I  shall  therefore 
pass  on  to  parts  of  the  station  with  which  the  general 
public  are  not  so  familiar — such  as  Patagonia,  Tierra 
del  Fucgo,  and  the  Parana  river  as  far  as  Paraguay 
— 'and  take  them  as  they  come  in  the  map  without 
regard  to  date,  which  is  of  no  consequence.  ^ 
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It  is  customary  for  one  or  more  of  H.M.  ships 
stationed  on  the  south-east  coast  to  visit  the  rivers 
Parana  and  Uruguay,  at  least  once  every  year  during 
the  cool  season,  from  May  till  September.  With  this 
view  the  gunboats  on  that  station  are  usually  of  light 
draught  to  enable  them  to  ascend  these  rivers.  The 
Ruljy  drawing  too  much  water,  I  transferred  my 
broad  pendant  to  the  Watchful,  and  pi'oceeded  in  her 
up  the  Parana,  leaving  the  Ruby  at  Colonia.  We 
started  in  l)eautiful  weather,  but  the  same  evening 
the  sky  gave  warning  of  a  pampero,  and  the  next 
forty-eight  hours  it  blew  a  heavy  gale.  During  this 
time  one  of  the  Ruby's  boats  got  adrift  with  a  party 
of  officers  returning  to  the  shi}).  Another  boat  was 
ocnt  after  her,  but  neither  was  able  to  reach  the  ship  : 
in  fact,  both  were  missing  for  three  or  four  days,  but 
eventually  turned  up  all  right. 

An  absurd  business  happened  in  connection  with 
this  atlair.  On  my  return  to  the  ship,  some  weeks 
later,  1  inquired  into  the  circumstances,  and  find- 
ing that  one  of  tlie  boats  had  fetclied  aboard 
an  Argentine  schooner,  and  l)een  handsomely 
treated  by  her  ski[)per,  I  'notified  the  fact  to  the 
Admiralty,  and  submitted  that  the  master  of  the 
schooner,  one  Juan  Tliomas  (John  Thomas),  should 
receive  some  recognition  from  the  Government. 
Their  Lordships  concurred  in  my  suggestion,  and 
sent  out  a  pair  of  binoculars  to  l)e  suital)ly  pre- 
sented. But  by  this  time  John  Thomas  could  not 
be  found,  so  I  passed  on  the  binoculars  to  our  con- 
sul, and  requested  him  to  find  the  man  and  present 
him  with  them.  On  my  return  to  the  Plate,  some 
time  afterwards,  I  learned  that  the  consul,  having 
discovered  the  man,  ordered  him  to  attend    at   the 
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consulate  on  a  given  day.  To  make  the  ceremony 
more  impressive,  he  invited  several  friends,  includ- 
ing ladies,  to  a  champagne  1)reakfast,  after  which 
the  skipper  was  brought  in,  and  the  consul  having 
dwelt  upon  his  conduct  in  an  eloquent  speech,  pre- 
sented the  olasses.  But  John  Thomas,  beinii;  a 
simple  sailor,  and  an  illiterate  one,  did  not  appre- 
ciate the  honour,  expecting,  no  doubt,  something 
more  substantial,  such  as  a  bag  of  dollars.  He 
spoke  but  little  English,  but  what  he  knew  seems  to 

have  been  forcible.      "  Wliat  for  these  or] asses  ? 

My  eye  good  enough,"  &c.  In  vain  the  consul  ex- 
plained that  they  were  given  him  by  the  "  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty."  "To  li—  with  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  1 "  said  he,  and  Hinging  the  glasses  out 
of  the  window  with  more  bad  lanouaoe  he  liad  to 
be  kicked  out,  fio;htinti'  till  the  last. 

We  had  a  delightful  trip  in  tlie  little  Watcliful ; 
but  owina;  to  her  drauoht,  12  feet,  she  could  tro 
no  fiirther  than  Hcrnandaria,  wiieri^  I  eml)arked  on 
l;)oard  one  of  the  fine  vessels  of  the  Placentia  CNmi- 
pany,  and  proceeded  to  Asuncion,  the  capital  of 
Paraguay.  Situated  in  latitude  25°  south,  Asuncion 
enjoys  a  fine  climate  in  the  winter  months,  but  in 
summer  the  heat  is  great.  The  city  is  a  strag- 
gling, picturesque  -  looking  place,  boasting  25,000 
inhabitants.  Although  some  one  thousand  miles  by 
water  from  Buenos  Ayres,  the  river  is  nearly  a  mile 
broad  abreast  the  town. 

I  spent  a  few^  days  very  pleasantly  at  Asuncion, 
and  returned  the  same  way,  joining  the  Watchful 
where  I  had  left  her.  There  is  a  Q-reat  charm  in 
traversing  these  fine  rivers,  and  watching  the  skil- 
ful  manner  in  which   the  local  pilots  handle  their 
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vessels,  avoidiug  the  numerous  sandbanks  in  a  mar- 
vellous waj'.  But  they  travel  so  fast  that  one  has 
no  time  to  see  anything,  and  the  best  mode  of 
making  the  trip  is  in  a  gunl)oat,  anchoring  every 
evening  and  shooting  along  the  banks,  or  in  the 
lagoons,  where  every  kind  of  wildfowl  abounds. 

I  made  this  triji  subsequently  in  the  RiHeman,  a 
twin-screw  gunboat  drawing  only  ten  feet,  and 
reached  Asuncion  in  her,  taking  three  weeks  to  do 
so.  We  had  splendid  sport  both  going  and  return- 
ing, and  only  "piled  up"  once,  in  a  fog  on  our 
way  Ijack ;  but  we  had  a  narrow  shave  of  being 
stuck  upon  a  dangerous  bar  just  below  the  city. 
The  river  was  falling  fast,  and  the  pilot  ke  send- 
ing me  messages  to  start ;  so  having  but  j  ;d  the 
channel,  we  left  early  one  morning.  There  was 
only  9  feet  on  the  bar,  and  we  were  drawing  nearly 
10;  but  we  had  a  slashing  current  with  us,  so  I 
hoped  to  negotiate  the  oljstacle.  I  warned  the 
engineer  to  stand  by  and  "  let  lier  out "  when  I 
gave  him  the  sio-nal.  The  leadsmen  called  the 
soundings — 12  feet,  11  feet,  10  feet  —  as  we  ap- 
proached the  bar ;  the  pilot's  face  was  white  as  a 
sheet,  I  watched  the  jib-boom,  and  when  I  saw 
by  the  quivering  of  the  spar  she  was  touching,  I 
gave  the  order  to  "let  her  have  it."  Round  went 
the  two  screws ;  the  little  craft  trembled  from  stem 
to  stern,  but  she  never  stopped,  and  cutting  her  way 
through  the  sand,  she  wriggled  herself  into  deep 
water.  I  gave  the  pilot  a  stiff  glass  of  grog,  and  we 
proceeded  on  our  way  rejoicing.  There  is  no  danger 
to  the  vessel  should  she  stick  fast ;  but  it  is  necessary 
to  lay  out  an  anchor  astern  at  once,  otherwise  she 
will   swing  broadside   on,  the  current  banking  the 
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sand  up  under  her  lee,  and  there  she  may  remain 
for  weeks.  A  few  days  afterwards  we  ran  on  a 
bar  near  liosario,  and  stuck  fast  with  our  nose  in 
the  air  till  towed  off  by  an  American  man-of-war. 

Leaving  the  River  Plate  for  the  south,  the  first 
port  of  call  is  Bahia  Blanca,  which  has  no  especial 
attraction  except  to  a  sportsman,  who  will  there 
find  many  varieties  of  the  tinnmou,  locally  called 
"  perdiz  "  ;  but  there  are  no  partridges  on  the  conti- 
nent of  South  America.  Uf  the  tinamou  there  are 
eight  varieties,  the  most  common  of  which  are  the 
"  martinetta,"  the  "  co})eton "  or  crested  tinamou 
{Tinamus  elcf/ans),  and  the  small  or  common  tina- 
mou. They  all  give  good  sport  shooting  )ver  dogs, 
and  heavy  bags  may  be  made  all  along  the  coast. 

To  the  southward  of  Bahia  Blanca  is  the  port  of 
San  Bias,  a  most  dangerous  pLice  to  visit  on  account 
of  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  on  which  heavy 
rollers  break  with  a  south-west  gale.  I  came  very 
nearly  to  grief  at  this  place  in  the  Rul)y,  and  have 
reason  to  rememl)er  it.  We  were  told  in  Buenos 
Ayres  that  the  entranc(^  was  perfectly  safe  and  well 
buoyed  ;  and  as  I  was  desirous  of  visiting  the  port 
to  ascertain  its  value  in  time  of  war,  I  went  there 
in  company  with  the  Swallow,  one  of  my  little 
squadron.  Plaving  anchored  oft'  the  bar,  the  Swallow 
entered  the  river  to  see  if  the  l^uoys  were  in  place, 
and  reported  that  they  were,  which  proved  not  to 
be  the  case.  Directing  the  Swallow  to  proceed 
ahead,  as  she  drew  less  water  than  the  Huljy,  we 
followed  in  her  wake,  but  had  not  gone  far  before 
a  pampero  sprang  up,  raising  a  tremendous  sea. 
We  now  discovered  that  most  of  the  buoys  had 
been  washed  away,  and  there  was  nothing  to  guide 


I 


i«  * 


! 


I    I'. 


\         I 


3  ■ 


I 


(.! 


^i 


254 


RUBY,    1887-1889. 


tJR.  We  were  surrounded  l)y  heavy  rollers,  which 
threatened  to  break  on  board  at  any  moment;  so 
I  decided  to  turn  back,  and  making  the  signal  of 
"recall"  to  the  Swallow,  we  turned  the  Ruby  in 
the  narrow  channel  and  shaped  our  course  for  the 
open  sea.  Passing  what  we  believed  to  be  the 
outer  buoy,  we  were  congratulating  ourselves  on  hav- 
ing got  out  of  the   ditti(nilty,  and   I    was  anxiously 


Ruby  in  a  painpcrfl, 

watching  the  Swallow,  when  the  Ruby  struck  the 
bar  with  an  awful  crash.  The  engines  were  stopped 
and  the  sional  Q-iveii  to  reverse :  but  before  the  order 
could  be  carried  out  I  noticed  that  the  ship  was  still 
forging  ahead,  so  I  put  the  telegraph  to  "  full  speed 
ahead."  The  gallant  little  ship  responded  to  the 
call,  and  next  moment  was  in  deep  water,  none  the 
worse    for   the  mishap ;    but  had  she   hung  on    the 
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bar,  the  next  sea  would  have  broken  over  her,  and 
she  would  liave  gotie  to  picc^es  in  a  very  short  time, 
— like  the  ill-fated  ()ri)heus  on  M;inakau  l)ar,  in  New 
Zealand,  where  almost  cvury  soul  ])erished. 

The  year  follovvini;'  this  adventure  I  a^'ain  visited 
San  Bias ;  but,  warned  by  exjjerienee,  we  first 
buoyed  the  channel  and  entered  the  liarl)our  witli- 
out  diliieultv.  1  found  that  the  advanta<2;es 
claimed  for  it  had  not  been  overrated  :  it  is  the 
(mly  iiarl)our  on  the  coast  of  PatitLiioni;!,  except 
Eiiii'  Harbour,  where  a  ship  can  .-nichor  witliin 
pistol-shot  of  tlie  shore  in  safety.  Mr  Mulhjill,  the 
only  landed  i)roprietor  in  the  nei_i;hhourhood,  was 
my  host  on  this  occasion,  and  nothing  could  exceed 
his  hospitality.  Ilis  liouse  and  everything  in  it 
were  at  our  disposal.  He  supplied  us  with  the 
best  provisions  without  charge,  and  had  he  ])een 
permitted,  would  have  feil  the  whole  shi[)'s  com- 
pany at  his  own  expense.  Sport  was  to  be  had  in 
abundance,  and  during  the  ten  days  we  were  there 
we  bagged  nine  cavies  (the  Patagonian  hare),  thirty- 
eight  crested  tinamou,  fifty -one  small  tinamou, 
twenty-four  deer,  one  ostrich,  two  armadillos,  one 
fox,   one  swan,   a  flamingo,   and  some  wildfowl . 

A  very  ridiculous  adventure  hai>pened  to  me  at 
this  place.  I  had  landed  with  the  intention  of  ridiug 
to  JNlr  Mulhall's  estancna,  and  a  horse  awaited  me 
on  the  beach.  The  daughter  of  my  host  was  not 
very  well,  so  I  brought  ashore  a  basket  of  excellent 
Newfoundland  port  wine  for  her  especial  benefit. 
Having  mounted  my  steed,  I  started  for  the  estancia, 
with  my  gun  over  my  shoulder,  a  heavy  bag  of 
cartridges  on  my  back,  and  the  basket  of  wine  on 
my  arm.     Whether  the  horse  objected  to  this  cargo 
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I  know  not,  l)Ut  lie  j)ronij)tIy  ItoltcMl  at  lull  gallop 
across  the  pampas.  Tlu'  reins  lu'oUo  and  trailed  on 
the  fi^round,  uru'in;;'  liini  on.  I  was  powi'rless,  l)ut 
snt  ti_i;iit  and  liuiiiij  on  to  my  hasket  and  i^un.  Away 
we  went  iu  a  cloud  of  dust,  lieadin<^  straight  for  the 
estaiu'ia.  On  lieiivin,^  in  siolit  1  observed  a  crowd 
turned  out  to  see  who  was  the  lunatic  a])proa(;hing 
at  such  headlon<jj  s[)eed,  like  John  (Jilpin  :  i^avat  was 
their  amusement  when  they  made  out  the  "skipper," 
covered  with  dust  and  ])ers[)iration,  swearing  at  his 
horse  in  the  choicest  Spanish.     It  h)oked  as  if  the 


Joliii  Gilpin's  rid--. 

brute  intended  to  hraiu  himself  and  his  rider  an-ainst 
the  brick  walls  of  the  building,  but  he  pulled  up 
short  at  the  hall  door,  when  I  dismounted,  none 
the   worse,  and  with  ever}'  bottle  intact ! 

Proceeding  southward,  the  next  place  of  any 
interest  is  Port  ■\ladr3'n,  in  Nuevo  Gulf.  This  is 
the  seaport  of  the  Welsh  settlement  of  Chupat,  and 
deserves  more  than  a  passing  notice.  The  colony 
is  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Chupat  river,  and 
was  founded  in  the  year  18G5  by  ]\Ir  Luis  Jones, 
who  with  a  few  Welshmen  emigrated  to  that  remote 
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spot  witli  the  intent idu  of  estahlisliiiii;'  thcinsclves 
in  a  part  of  tlh!  world  wIkh'c  tlicy  would  lie  un- 
niolestcd,  and  where  (lieii'  heloved  laniruafie  would 
he  preserved.  The  first  settlers  landetl  at  i'ort 
Madryn  ;  hut  after  enduring  great  har(lshi[)s,  and 
finding  the  place  uiisuitcd  f)r  a  permanent  settle- 
ment, they  removed  to  the  Cliupat  river,  forty- 
live  miles  to  the  southward,  where  they  have  })ros- 
pered  to  an  extent  hardly  eonceivahle,  considei'ing 
the  nature  of  the  country.  Since  our  first  visit  in 
188()  a  railwa}'  has  heen  coni))lete(l  to  transport 
grain  to  the  ships  at  Port  Madryn,  and  the  colony 
is  now,  I  am  happy  to  say,  in  a  nourishing  condition  ; 
hut  the  early  settlers  had  to  undergo  many  vicissi- 
tudes of  fortune.  lieing  mostlv  miners,  one  can 
well  understand  the  trials  and  ditlicidties  they  must 
have  encountered  when  they  first  came  to  the 
country — a  harren  s(jil,  no  spring  water,  and  hut 
little  firewood,  cow -dung  heing  largely  used  for 
fuel. 

The  Argentine  Government,  who  havo.  ahsorhed 
the  whole  of  Patagonia,  at  first  gave  the  emigrants 
every  encouragement,  l)eing  no  doubt  surprised  that 
any  one  could  be  found  to  appreciate  such  a  country. 
Each  emigrant  was  granted  a  free  passage^  from 
Buenos  x\yres,  and  presented  with  250  acres  of  land 
along  the  bank  of  the  Chupat  river  :  of  these  250 
acres,  50  were  on  an  average  under  wheat  when  we 
visited  the  colony  in  188G,  and  some  three  hundred 
farms  were  scattered  along  the  valley  for  a  distance 
of  forty  miles  froT  i  the  coast.  At  first  the  settlers 
were  dependent  upon  the  overflow  of  the  river  to 
irrigate  thtir  land,  and  the  wheat  crop  was  in  con- 
sequence uncertain   and  precarious ;    but  they  have 
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silici'  cut  cniiiils  (Ml  ImiIIi  sides  pni'iillc!  with  tlif 
sli-(;iiii,  jiiitl  1>\'  l.i|>|iiiiu'  llic  river  liiLi^licr  up  ;iii(l 
luiikiuLi'  t'lt'  <';iii<'il  ol"  ''1  llatlcr  L;r;i(li('nt,  llicy  (•;iii 
ii'i'i^atc  the  laud  as  desired,  hi  ISS.")  the  wlieiit 
ei'(i|i  was  estimated  at  ;'»()()()  tous,  mid  it  was  e\- 
|iee|ed  tliat  SOOO  |)el'auiiuni  W(tulil  lie  readied.  Tlie 
settlers  ]iess(-ssed  some  (»()()0  sheep,  i)()()()  e;itth\  and 
1;")0(»   liorses  at    thai    time. 

The  h(tpe  that  the\'  Wdldd  l»e  h'I't  to  the  peaeealile 
eiijoNiiieiit  of  their  possessions  has  not  lieeii  realised. 
The  ArL^ciit  iiie  ( Jox-eriiment,  Jealous  of  their  indepen- 
dence, promplK  eslalilislicd  an  ollicial  port  at  ('hupat. 
and  Ie\icd  a  tax  on  all  s't'ssids  dischar^iiiL;'  tlieii' 
cal•^■oes  in  the  ri\i'roral  Toil  Madryii  ;  and  not  only 
thal.lmt  thc\-  lia\'e  (U'dained  that  all  children  horn 
in  the  colon\'  are  suhjects  of  (he  Argentine  IJepulilic, 
and  are  liaMe  to  he  called  out  foi-  aii\'  ser\  ici'  in  w  liicli 
t  h(Mlo\('riimeii!  may  think  til  to  eniplo\-  I  hem.  Nor 
can  the  Aru'eiitiue  ( u.\  ('ninieiit  lu'  Manicd,  lor  if 
emi!j,raiits  think  lit  to  Sv'tilc  down  in  a  lorci^n  land, 
they  cannot  expect  the  s;inie  protection  from  the 
r)rilish  tlau'  ;i^  thoy  W(Uihl  lia\-e  had  if  they  had 
chosen   one  ol"  the    IJritish   colonies. 

Chi  my  last  visit  to  ("hupat  I  was  accompanied  l»y 
Bislio})  8tirlint>;  of  tlu>  l''alkland  islands,  accoi'dinii;  to 
liis  tith\  liut  ill  reality  r)islio[)  of  South  America, 
seeiiiii"  tliat  his  diocese  extends  to  liotli  sides  of  that 
vast  eontiiuiit.  l)urinu"  our  stay  in  the  coh^nv  we 
were  the  ^'uests  of  Mv  Luis  ,lojies,  who  entertained 
us  most  hosititably,  and  made  our  stay  very  auTee- 
al)k'.  On  our  return  to  I'ort  Madryn  liy  special 
train,  the  enuine  -  driver,  desirous  of  showinii;  off 
before  Jiis  distinuuished  guests,  put  on  speed  and 
ran  oil'  the  track,  and  it  was  some  time  before  we 
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l)oth  gnaiiacoc,-,  .-ind  oslrirhcs  arc  aNundaiit  in  all 
parts  of  l*atagon  a,  tlioiigii  tiicN'  iiaxc  hccii  tliiniiccl 
<Mil  in  the  nciglilioiirhood  (»!'  ('Iiii|ial,  when;  ihc 
settlers  iiniit  tliein  with  deer-hounds.  I  sliip|)e(|  u 
young  sportsman  at  Sa.n  lilas  who  owned  ;i  Kraec  of 
greyhounds,  ;nid  we  luid  some  line  sjiort  \\itli  tliem, 
hnillilig  ostrielies,  gtianaeocs,  deer,  ;iiid  e;i\ics.  I 
eaii  l'aiie\'  ni>t!iing  more  exhihir;,!  iiig;  than  Hying  o\'er 
the  \;ist  |»;ini|ias  in  piiisuit  of  ;iii\'  of  these  ;iliim;ds 
on  a  good  horse,  not  ;i  tree  or  l"'"ier  or  li.'irlit'd  wire  to 
iliteiTi'l'e,  ;is  the  horse  swishes  tiirollgh  the  |i,ilii|);is 
grass,    disturhing    deer,   ostrielies,   ;iii(i    other    g;inii'. 

Not  l)lll  what  there  are  some  ohsl;ie|cs,  ;illd  oiw  d;i\', 
whilst  ill  pursuit  of  a  drey  which  I  liai!  woiiml(M|,  ni\' 
horse  jiut  his  foot  into  an  arimuliljodioh'  and  jdli'hed 
on  his  head,  sending  me  iKiiig  se\'eral  yai'ds,  my  rille 
going  in  one  direct  ion,  ni\'  pipe  in  another.  I>ut  I 
picked  myself  up,  rcinountei],  , '111(1  r;iii  t  he  deer  down. 
These  South  .\nieri<'aii  horses  ;ire  wonderful  animals: 
led  on  't//'(t/'(i,  a  kind  of  clo\'er,  they  will  go  all  day, 
and  cari-y  one  for  leagues  at  an  easy  caiitei'.  They 
don't  kt ow  what  corn  is.  Skunks  are  an  aliondnnhh; 
nuisance,  and  let  one  know  of  their  ]»ro\iniity  hy 
tlu'ir  vile  odour.  I  was  shooting  near  l*ort  Madryn 
on  one  occ;isioii,  and  tlu'  bishop  accompanie(l  me  for 
the  sake  of  the  walk.  The  day  was  hoi,  and  1  was 
woi'king  ray  dog  in  a  valley  when  1  (d)served  his 
lordship  waving";  for  me  :  on  joining  him,  lie  said  there 
was  a  })artridge  under  a  l)usli.  Aly  dog  went  t(j  the 
s[)ol  and  received  a  dose  from  a  skunk  full  in  the  face, 
neaiiy  blindrng  him.  The  poor  beast  rolled  on  the 
ground  in  agon)^     1  shot  the  skunk,  Init  the  d(jg  was 
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useless  for  tlic  rest  of  the  day.  I  told  \.lic  bishop 
that  notliiiia:  would  make  me  believe  that  Noah  ever 
took  such  a  stinking  beast  into  the  ark,  and  he 
admitted  that  it  was  unlikely. 

On  our  last  visit  to  the  colony,  in  1889,  I  was 
pleased  to  notice  a  marked  improvement  in  their 
prospects :  the  people  seemed  in  better  condition, 
and  were  contented  with  their  lot ;  yet  I  cannot  but 
feel  regret  that  they  should  have  selected  such  a  spot 
to  found  a  colony,  instead  of  one  under  the  British 
rule,  where  their  children  would  be  brought  up  British 
subjects,  their  })roperty  res})ected,  and  their  language 
not  interfered  with.  Since  penning  these  notes  on 
Chupat,  I  observe  the  WeLshmcn  have  petitioned  the 
Home  Government  to  protect  them  against  tlie 
Aroentine  authorities,  but  of  course  without  avail. 
The  colonists  elected  to  settle  on  a  foreign  soil,  and 
must  take  the  consequences. 

A  few  leagues  to  the  southward  of  Nucvo  Gu.lf  is 
a  place  called  Tova  Island,  where  1  put  into  for 
shelter  one  evening.  That  same  night,  as  I  was 
about  to  turn  in,  tlu;  otticer  of  the  vatch  reported 
the  ship  to  be  on  fire.  Running  along  the  lower 
deck  in  my  pyjamas  with  bare  feet,  I  felt  the  deck 
cpnte  hot.  The  fire  was  in  the  engine-room,  and  had 
already  got  a  good  hold,  which  was  the  more  inex}»li- 
cal)le  as  everything  had  been  reported  to  me  correct 
below  when  the  first  lieutenant  went  his  round  at 
9  P.M.,  and  the  engine-room  fii'es  had  been  drawn. 
The  place  \vas  so  full  of  smoke  we  could  not  see  to 
localise  the  fire,  so  I  ordered  the  engine-room  sky- 
lights to  be  opened  to  allow  the  smoke  to  escape, 
wdien  we  were  able  to  tackle  it ;  but  it  took  us  several 
hours  to  suppress  it,  and  some  oil-tanks  got  danger- 
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ously  hot.  The  fire  had  originated  l)y  spontaneous 
combustion  :  fortunately  the  ship  was  not  injured. 

Tova  Island  had  been  at  one  time  used  by  a  party 
of  sealers  :  the  place  was  deserted,  but  we  found  their 
hut  and  b()iliiit'--house.  An  old  horse  was  the  sole 
occu})ant  of  the  island  :  we  saw  him  from  the  ship 
on  several  occasions,  and  parties  v.^nt  in  pursuit 
of  him,  but  he  always  mysteriously  disappeared. 
Some  would  not  believe  in  his  existence,  but  when 
we  steamed  out  of  the  harbour,  there  was  the  old 
horse  (piietly  feeding  on  the  hill-top  I 

►South  of  Nuevo  Gulf,  which  is  in  43'  S.  latitude 
(approximately),  to  the  Straits  of  Magellan  in  53', 
the  country  is  uninhabited.  There  may  be  a  few 
Indians  remaining  on  that  desolate  shore,  but  we 
never  saw  any,  or  signs  of  human  life,  on  our  visits 
to  the  coast.  There  is  a  great  fascination  in  visiting 
an  uninhabited  country,  and  how  few  places  remiiii 
on  the  earth  where  this  is  j)ossi1)le.  That  it  was 
once  inhabited  is  of  course  known,  and  we  found 
skulls  and  human  remiiins  on  the  tops  of  the  moun- 
tains at  St  I'^h'iia  Bay;  !)ut  the  Batagonian  Indian, 
as  a  tribe,  does  not  exist.  Possibly  there  may  be 
st)me  scattered  })0[)ulation  farther  inland  towards  the 
slopes  of  the  Amies,  but  on  the  coast  they  ap[)ear  to 
have  been  wijied  out. 

To  the  geologist  Patagonia  must  have  many  points 
of  interest :  at  numerous  places  the  [)etriHed  remains 
of  antediluvian  animals  are  to  be  found,  especially  in 
the  neiu'libourhood  of  Bahia  Blanca,  wdiere  the  beach  is 
also  strewed  with  lengths  of  fused  sand,  forming  a  solid 
l)ar  of  about  an  inch  in  diameter.  These  "lightning- 
rods,"  noticed  by  Darwin  in  his  '  C-ruise  of  the  Beagle,' 
are  caused  by  lightning  passing  through  loose  sand 
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and  fusing  it.  Evidence  is  plnin  that  the  whole 
('ontinont  of  South  America  has  a^  one  time  l)een 
sulmicrged.  Along  the  coast,  many  miles  inland, 
old  beaches  scattered  with  oyster-shells  may  be  seen  ; 
and  at  an  elevation  of  200  and  300  feet  above  sea- 
level,  oyster-shells,  petrified  fish,  and  skeletons  of 
'vdiales  are  found.  Tliis  would  point  to  a  sudden 
upheaval  of  the  land,  or  possibly  a  gradual  sul.)sid- 
ence  of  the  waters.  In  cutting  the  Chu})at  railway 
an  oyster-ljed  was  discovered  300  feet  above  sea- 
level,  and  fossil  remains  of  fish  at  a  height  of  500 
feet :  the  })etrified  remains  of  a  whale  were  dis- 
covered in  a  laoooii  ten  miles  from  the  salt  water. 
Walking  along  the  shore,  I  picked  up  many  agates 
of  considera1)le  l)eauty,  and  similar  stones  are  found 
in  the  Falkland  Isles.  We  also  picked  up  stone  and 
Hint  arrow-heads  along  the  coast,  which  must  have 
belonged  to  a  prehistoric  race,  existing  before  the 
conquest  of  the  country  by  the  Spaniards  ;  for  since 
the  introduction  of  horses  l)y  them,  the  hoki.-<  and 
laso  have  been  substituted  for  the  bow  and  arrow. 
One  day,  whilst  strolling  with  my  ritle  on  the 
barren  phiin  l)etwcen  Port  '^ladryn  and  Chupat,  I 
came  across  a  very  conspicuous  mound  shaped  like 
a  sugar-loaf.  It  glistened  in  the  sun  like  alal)aster 
so  1  went  to  examine  it.  It  proved  to  be  a  natural 
formation,  composed  of  a  substance  resembling  mica, 
having  the  appearance  of  vitrified  sand,  which  caused 
it  to  glisten.  I  climbed  to  the  top  to  have  a  look 
round,  and  had  a  fine  view  of  the  surroundino- 
country.  The  height  I  should  estimate  at  about 
100  feet.  It  seemed  to  me  to  have  been  thrown 
up  by  volcanic  agency,  but  I  could  gain  no  informa- 
tion on  the  subject. 
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To  any  one  interested  in  sport  I  can  recommend 
Cracker  Bay,  in  Xuevo  Gulf.  It  is  a  fairlv  liood 
anchorage,  and  there  are  plenty  of  ostriches,  guana- 
coes,  and  some  wild  cattle  in  the  vicinity.  Wiiilst  at 
anclior  off  this  place  we  spotted  a  solitary  old  bull 
feeding.  It  was  blowing  hard  at  the  time,  so  I  made 
a  signal  to  one  of  the  small  ships  lying  in  shore  of 
us,  "  Bull,  south-east,  five  cables."  As  no  notice  was 
taken,  thougli  the  signal  was  affirmed,  I  manned  my 
galley,  and,  accompanied  by  two  officers  and  my 
coxswain,  we  landed  and  proceeded  to  stalk  the 
l)east.  The  ground  was  favourable,  and  we  got  u}) 
to  within  40  or  50  yards,  when  wo  gave  him  a  1)road- 
side  as  he  lay.  This  caused  him  to  jump  up  and 
come  charging  down  the  hill ;  Ijut  not  seeing  us, 
he  passed  close  by,  giving  us  a  fine  chance,  and  we 
grassed  him.  This  Ijull  had  probably  run  wild  from 
some  herd.  His  carcass  provided  us  with  800  lb. 
of  excellent  meat. 

TJie  Valdez  Peninsula,  connected  witli  the  main- 
land by  a  narrow  ner  v,  is  also  a  fine  sporting  locality  ; 
but  the  l)est  ])hices  on  the  coast  of  Patagonia  are 
undoul)tedly  St  Elena  Bay  and  Egg  Ilarliour.  The 
former  is  an  open  anchorage,  but  safe  with  the 
wind  off  shore ;  the  latter  is  perfectly  secure  in  anj' 
weather.  At  l)oth  places  we  had  excellent  sport, 
baii-o-iiif);  fourteen  o-uanacoes  at  St  Elena  in  two  days, 
and  thus  keeping  the  ship's  company  supplied  with 
fresh  meat  where  no  other  could  be  got. 

The  flesh  of  the  guanaco  is  not  unlike  venison,  but 
rec|uires  keeping;  the  Patagonian  hare,  or  "  cavy,"  is 
also  excellent ;  and  parts  of  the  ostrich  are  considered 
good,  but  do  not  look  tempting.  I  made  a  "  gallery" 
shot  at  one  just  as  it  was  disappearing  over  the  sky- 
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line  at  200  yards.  Stalking  guanacoi'.s  is  fine  s}K)rt  : 
tlie  animals  liaA'e  a  keen  sense  of  smell  and  vision, 
like  a  deer,  and  the  ground  is  not  so  favourable  as  it 
is  in  the  Jlighlands  of  Scotland,  being  undulating, 
and  destitute  of  trees  or  eover  of  any  kind.  More- 
over, the  guanacoes  always  post  a  sentry,  an  old 
buck,  on  the  highest  elevation,  to  give  notice  of 
danger ;  so  it  is  necessary  to  be  cautious.  The  great 
drawback  to  shooting  in  that  countr}'  is  the  aljsence 
of  fresh  water,  nearly  all  the  lagoons  or  springs  being 
brackish,  which  seems  to  suit  the  guanaco. 

I  shall  now  take  leave  of  Patngonia,  and  say  a  few 
words  about  the  Falkland  Isles,  a  place  we  visited 
four  seasons  running — viz.,  188(5,  '87,  '88,  an<l  '8*J. 
The  best  time  to  visit  these  islands  is  in  the  summer, 
from  December  to  ^lareh,  and  even  iit  that  season  it 
blows  a  gale  almost  every  day,  but  the  anchorages 
are  so  good  that  there  is  no  risk  for  a  steam-vessel. 
It  is  a  curious  fact  that  the  Falklands,  like  our  north- 
ern colony  of  Newfoundland,  have  been  successively 
inhabited  and  claimed  by  French,  Spaniards,  and 
English ;  and  at  the  present  time  the  Argentines 
maintain  that  they  belong  rightly  to  them,  a  claim 
which  is  ignored  by  us.  Hence,  as  in  Newfoundland, 
many  of  th(^  capes,  bays,  and  harbours  still  retain  the 
names  given  them  by  their  former  possessors,  such  as 
Port  TiOuis,  Salvador,  Bougainville,  Rincon-<>rande, 
Arroyo-malo,  San  Carlos,  &c.  Wildfowl  of  every  de- 
scription, including  swans,  geese,  duck,  widgeon,  and 
teal,  abound  in  countless  thousands,  and  are  so  tame 
as  to  give  but  little  sport ;  but  as  they  are  good  for 
the  table,  we  always  shot  what  we  re(]uired  for  the 
pot,  and  on  one  occasion  I,  with  two  mids,  bagged 
one  hundred  geese  in  a  day.     Ral)bits  have  also  been 


?      W' 


is  fine  sport  : 
11  and  vision, 
voural)l('  as  it 
(>•  undulating, 
kind.  More- 
nitry,  an  old 
ive  notice  of 
s.  The  rrreat 
s  the  absence 
springs  being 

CO. 

and  say  a  few 
,ce  we  visited 
'88,  and   '8U. 
1  the  sunnner, 
that  season  it 
be  anchorages 
I  steam-vessel, 
ike  our  north- 
1  successively 
[)aniards,   and 
Argentines 
:hem,  a  claim 
'ewfountUand, 
Itill  retain  the 
Issors,  such  as 
|incon-grande, 
of  every  de- 
Iwidtjeon,  and 
are  so  tame 
are  good  for 
[lircd  for  the 
In  ids,  bagged 
live  also  been 


THE    FALKLANDS. 


265 


introduced  on  the  outlying  islands,  and  niulti[)lied  to 
such  an  extent  that  we  killed  over  two  thousand  on 
one  small  island.  There  are  still  wild  cattle  existing 
in  some  places,  and  we  had  some  good  sport  with 
them,  as  they  invariably  charge  when  wounded.  The 
principal  industry  is  sheep  -  farming.  Sheep  thrive 
well,  are  fat,  and  carry  heavy  fleeces.  Shiploads  of 
frozen  carcasses  have  been  sent  to  England,  but  I  am 
not  aware   if  the   venture   has   ])riived  financially  a 


success 


The  Falklands  comprise  two  large  islands  and 
several  small  ones,  the  area  of  the  whole  being  half 
that  of  Ireland.  The  population  is  under  2000,  of 
whom  800  are  at  Stanley,  the  principal  settlement 
and  seat  of  government.  In  some  parts  of  the  West 
Falkland  may  be  seen  a  remarkalde  formation  noticed 
1)y  Darwin  and  others.  From  a  distance  one  sees 
apparently  a  mountain  torrent  descending  to  the  sea, 
but  a  closer  inspection  shows  it  to  be  a,  stream  of 
stones.  I  landed  to  inspect  this  curious  freak  of 
nature,  and  found  it  to  be  composed  of  a  mass  of 
boulders  filling  up  the  bottom  of  a  valley,  the  l)anks 
on  either  side  being  peat.  How  those  stones  came 
there  it  is  difficult  to  say,  unless  carried  by  ice 
in  bygone  ages.  Underneath  the  boulders  running 
water  could  be  seen  and  heard.  It  is  a  siniiular 
phenomenon,  and  is  not,  to  my  knowledge,  to  be  met 
with  elsewhere. 
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AViTH  tlie  niiip  of  South  America  boforo  liini,  tlie 
rcadei-,  if  lie  will  Ijriiio-  his  eye  to  bear  on  the  2)ara]]cl 
of  55  8.  latitude,  will  find  an  intricate  passage  divid- 
ing 'I'lcrra  del  Fucgo  from  a  group  of  islands  to  the 
southward.  This  is  called  the  Beagle  Channel,  after 
IF.M.8.  Beagle,  in  which  ship  Captain  Intzroy  sur- 
veyed the  coast  some  sixtv  yenrs  as^o.  In  this  chan- 
nel,  on  the  P'uegian  coast,  the  South  American  Mission 
have  estal)lished  their  headquarters.  The  name  of 
the  place  is  Ushuwain,  the  southernmost  inhabited 
}»ortion  of  the  globe.  It  had  always  been  my  desire 
to  visit  this  interesting  place,  and  when  outward 
bound  in  the  Beindeer  in  1871  I  was  asked  to  do  so  ; 
lait  it  was  out  of  n\v  beat,  and  I  did  not  feel  autho 
rised  to  deviate  from  my  course,  which  lay  through 
the  Straits  of  ^iagellan  and  Smythe's  Channel  to  the 
Biicific.  But  now  things  were  difi'erent :  I  was  my 
own  master,  subject  only  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admir- 
alt}^  and  I  felt  justified  in  going,  although  the  mis- 
sion was  actually  a  little  olf  my  station.  But  for 
that  matter,  it  is  on  no  one's  station  in  particular, 
and  is  never  visited  by  a  man-of-war.  Accordingl}^ 
in  February  1888,  having  embarked  Bishop  Stirlino- 
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the  IJul>y  left  Port  Stanley',  and  the  following  day 
anchored  off  Kcppel  Island,  where  a  branch  of  the 
mission  is  cstaMished.  1  will  explain  in  a  few  words 
the  history  of  the  South  American  ^Mission. 

Some  5Tars  after  Captain  Fitzroy's  voyage  in  1850, 
Captain  Alan  Gardiner  of  the  l'o3al  Navy  left  Eng- 
land with  an  ex[tedition,  the  ohject  of  which  was  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  degraded  natives  of 
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His  idea  was  a  noble  one,  but  the 


expedition  was  ill-found  and  the  natives  were  hostile. 
Poor  Gardiner  and  his  companions  were  driven  from 
the  coast,  and  ])erished  miserably,  from  cold  and 
starvation,  at  a  lonely  spot  called  Spaniard  Harbour, 
on  the  south-east  coast  of  the  island  of  Tierra  del 
Fuego. 

Several  other  expeditions  disastrously  failed,  till 
Bishop  Stirling  caused  himself  to  be  landed  at 
Cshuwaia,  and,  undeterred  by  ]»revious  failures, 
remained  alone  amongst  the  natives  for  a  year,  gain- 
ing their  respect,  and  affection.  If  ever  a  man 
deserved  the  Victoria  Cross  that  man  is  Bisho]> 
Stirling,  for  he  carried  his  life  in  his  hands,  and 
the  chances  were  against  his  ever  returning  to 
civilisation.  I  am  not  an  enthusiast  for  missionary 
work,  but  in  this  case  there  was  no  question  of  the 
good  that  might  be,  and  has  been,  done,  and  I  was 
]iroud  to  have  the  Bisliop  as  my  guest  on  board  the 
Pvul)y. 

From  Keppel  Island  we  shaped  our  course  f(^r 
Staten  Island,  and  anchored  in  St  John's  Harbour, 
which,  by  the  bye,  is  not  unlike  that  of  the  same 
name  in  Newfoundland.  Staten  Island  belongs  to 
the  Argentine  Republic.  A  lighthouse  has  been 
erected  on  the  point  near  the  settlement,  and  a  life- 
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l)(»;it  (ist;il)li,slie<l  ior  the  I'dicf  ot"  sliipwrcck-cd  crews. 
1  visited  the  settlciiR'iit,  which  w;is  ch'aii  mid  wcU- 
kc[)t :  spare  hunks  liave  hi'cu  erected  for  the  coii- 
veiiieiiee  of  wrecked  seamen,  and  everything;  pro- 
vided  for  their  cond'ort.  The  liglithoiise  woidd  liave 
been  belter  phiced  on  the  west  side  of  the  ishind,  for 
almost  all  shi[»s  are  lost  there  whilst  endeavourinf^'  to 
enter  the  Straits  of  Le  Maire  after  conun^'  round 
Ca[)c  Horn.  ^loreovcr,  the  island  is  so  mountainous 
and  inaccessible  that  it  is  impossible  for  a  ship- 
\vrecke(l  erew  to  reach  the  settlement  ])y  hind,  and 
e(pially  so  to  travel  by  the  beach  ;  while,  owing  to 
tile  strong  tides  and  heavy  sea,  a  boat  would  be  un- 
al»le  to  get  there  by  water.  The  climate  is  prol)ably 
more  severe  than  tliat  of  any  part  of  the  world,  and 
it  is  nnsuited  for  [>ermancnt  oeeu})ation.  Neverthe- 
less, the  aspect  of  the  island  is  not  forbidding.  The 
mountains,  rising  to  a  heiii'lit  of  oOOO  feet,  are 
heavily  timl)ered  to  about  two-thirds  from  their  base, 
above  which  rise  ruijoed  and  fantastic  peaks  inacces- 
sible  to  any  creature  but  a  goat.  Of  volcanic  for- 
mation, the  substratum  is  hard  rock  covered  with 
peat.  In  this  soil  a  stunted  kind  of  beech  finds  sus- 
tenance, and  the  ground  is  carpeted  with  wild-Howers 
and  raspberries. 

Leaving  Staten  Island,  we  ran  through  the  Straits 
of  Le  ^Maire,  and  the  same  night  anchored  in  Spaniard 
Harbour.  The  next  morning  the  Bishop  and  1  landed 
to  seek  for  the  spot  where  the  remains  of  Alan 
Gardiner  were  said  to  be.  AVe  easily  found  the 
place,  and  the  cave  where  the  poor  fellows  lived  and 
died.  On  a  tree  near  by  was  a  notice  to  say  that 
H.M.S.  Dido  visited  the  spot  in  185L  A  cross  was 
painted  on  a  tree  to  mark  the  captain's  grave,  and 
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we  naih'(l  a.  sheet  of  eoj»[>cr  round  the  tree  to  show 
that  the  Iluby  had  been  there. 

Leaving  this  place  with  its  melancholy  recollec- 
tions, we  steamed  along  the  land  to  the  westward 
between  IMcton  Island  and  I  lie  mainland.  The 
southern  shores  of 'i'ierra  drl  l^'uego  are  mountainous 
and  well  wooded,  with  line  o[)en  valleys  covered  with 
grass  suitable  for  sheep.  \Vc  saw  no  signs  of  habita- 
tion till  we  came  to  Mr  Bridges'  ])lace,  "  Down  Ivist," 
about  forty  miles  cast  of  I'shuwaia.  Mr  Jiridges  has 
built  himself  a  comfortable  house,  and  gone  in  for 
farming.  In  his  garden  were  good  crojjs  of  potatoes, 
cabbages,  turni[)S,  and  lettuces,  also  many  kinds  of 
English  flowers,  and  strawl)erries,  gooseberries,  and 
currants.  Several  cows,  sheep,  and  2)igs  were  pas- 
tured near.  Here  we  came  across  some  Fuegian 
families  living  in  huts  made  of  logs  and  peat,  and 
some  in  birch-l)ark  canoes.  Each  canoe  holds  a 
family  with  their  belongings  ;  in  the  centre  of  the 
canoe  a  turf- fire  is  constantly  kept  burning  for  cook- 
ing purposes.  The  natives  seemed  a  wretched  lot, 
stunted  in  growth  from  bad  food  and  exposure,  their 
complexions  muddy,  hair  black,  and  eyes  bleared 
from  constantly  sitting  over  a  smoky  fire.  They 
suffer  much  from  scrofula  and  consumptioii,  and  no 
wonder :  measles  and  smallpox  also  have  made  fear- 
ful havoc  amongst  them. 

Leaving  "  Down  East,"  where  we  had  been  hospit- 
ably entertained  by  ^Ir  and  Mrs  Bridges,  we  reached 
Ushuwaia  and  anchored  off  the  mission  station  the 
same  evening.  The  settlement  stands  on  a  low 
peninsula  with  a  background  of  purple  hills  and  a 
range  of  snow-clad  mountains  beyond.  Through  a 
gap  in  the  panorama  ]Mount  Darwin    may  be   seen 


I 


ill  I 

! 


\'k 


•r^ 


270 


'lllH    liKAtiLK    CllANNKL. 


rising;  tn  ;i  IieiiLilit  <•!"  7000  feet,  its  summit  cdvcrt'd 
witli  eteni;il  snow.  The  line  of  vcn'ctiitioii  ivacliL's 
about  lialf-Wiiy  up  the  mountains,  the  lo\v(  ;•  slopes 
l)eiu^  thickly  wooded  with  aiitaictic  liccch.  We 
spent  a,  ([uiet  Sun(hiy  at  the  anchorage  to  cnaiile 
the  l)ishop  to  inspect  the  schools,  and  in  the 
at'tci'iioon  the  Indians  ot"  the  mission  \isite(l  the 
ship,    amongst     them    sixteen    or[)lian    iX\r\^,    un(h'r 
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L'shiiaiaiii,  tlic  htatUjuartevs  of  /he  South  Ainericaii  mission. 

the  care  of  Mrs  Ilennidngs,  the  matron.  All  the 
English  missionaries  also  came  on  board,  and  were 
delighted  to  have  their  good  J»i.>-'ioit  anionust  them 
once  more. 

On  February  27  we  left  C^huwaia  on  our  return 
journey  :  it  was  a  lovely  warm  day,  numerous  whales 
disporting  themselves  round  the  ship.  The  view  on 
a  calm  day,  which  is  rare,  is  most  beautiful,  the  sun 
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Ii,L>litiii,i];  up  tlic  mountains  witli  varied  tints  nii<l  tlic 
.scene  Iicino-  rcdcetcd  in  the  water. 

It  is  (lillicult  to  estimate  the  nuniher  of  Imliaiis  in 
Tierra  (h'l  l^'noijo,  as  tliere  ai-e  seNei'al  tribes,  smne 
savage  and  hostih",  \v]i<»  live  in  the  interioi'  of  the 
island.  The  "Vahgan,'  nr  Canoe  Indians,  inha1»it 
the  coast,  living'  on  slielllisli,  and  oc«'asionally  a  dead 
whale,  wlien  Providence  |)uts  one  in  theii'  way. 
Tlicy  wouhl  a|)[)ear  to  l»e  the  nio.st  de<j;ra(h'd  of  tlie 
liunian  raec  :  thev  have  no  i<h'a  of  a  Su])reine  Beinu". 
no  al[)lial)et,  or  means  of  reckoning  beyond  the  nuni- 
l)er  three,  and  e\('n  when  civilised  seem  wanting  in 
ordinary  intelligence.  They  have  no  notion  of  cal- 
culating time,  of  the  tli vision  of  (hiys,  weeks,  or 
years,  and  reckon  only  hy  the  change  of  seasons,  like 
hirds  and  beasts.  The  linliaiis  of  the  interioi-  are 
said  to  be  a  finer  race,  and  are  more  warlike  and  cour- 
ageous; but  their  days  are  nund)ered,  and,  like  the 
Tatagonians,  they  will  probably  have  ceased  to  exist 
before  hing,  especially  as  they  are  systematically 
destroyed  oy  the  Argentines.  1  heard  on  undoubted 
authority  that  infectcil  clothing  from  smallpox  lios- 
})itals  had  l)ecn  purposely  introduced  among  them. 
In  concluding;  this  account  of  the  South  American 
mission,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  deserving  of 
support,  especially  from  a  seafaring  people  like 
ourselves. 

Apart  from  the  religious  aspect  of  the  question, 
these  poor  folk  have  learnt  to  regard  the  white  man 
as  their  friend ;  so  much  so,  that  whereas  in  former 
times  the  crews  of  vessels  wrecked  upon  this  stormy 
coast  were  killed  and  eaten,  they  are  now  guided  to 
places  of  safety  by  the  natives.  Accustomed  to  a 
rigorous  climate,  they  would  make  capital  boatmen, 
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and  woulil  be  capable  of  maniiiii;;'  a  Ufcboat  if  such 
were  supplied,  or  a  lighthouse  if  one  be  g\cv  placed 
on  Cape  Horn.  Here  is  an  oi)portunity  for  wealthy 
jihilanthropi^ts.  A  comparatively  small  sum  would 
go  a  long  way.  Already  something  has  been  done 
in  this  way,  and  that  l)y  a  lady,  the  late  Mrs  Lang- 
worthy,  who  generously  provided  the  funds  to  j)ur- 
chase  the  mission  schooner,  Alan  Gardiner,  on  the 
statioiL  it  will  be  a  shame  if  the  noble  eUVnts  of 
Ca})tain  (Jardiner  be  allowed  to  perish  for  want  of 
support. 

The  Sunday  after  leaving  Ushuwaia  ',v'e  had  our 
usual  service  on  board,  and  the  Bishop  preached  the 
st'rnion.  We  were  walking  the  poop  together  after 
church,  and  the  men  were  giving  the  usual  touch  up 
to  the  guns  before  pi[>ing  to  dinner,  when  the  Bishop 
remarked  to  me  upon  the  apparent  inconsistency  of 
the  sailor's  life.  One  moment  we  were  singing  that 
beautiful  hymn,  "Nearer,  ray  (Jod,  to  Thee,"  and  at 
the  next  we  were  })olishing  up  the  guns  ready  for  a 
fight!  "Well,"  said  I,  "the  fact  is,  my  lord,  I  have 
read  somewhere  that  'it  is  the  Lord  who  teacheth 
our  hands  to  war  and  our  lingers  to  fight.'"  "Ah," 
said  the  Bishop,  "it  was  David  who  said  that !"  and 
1  fancied  I  saw  a  twinkle  in  his  eye  as  he  called  my 
attention  to  a  distant  sail. 

On  our  return  to  ]Monte  A'ideo  we  picked  up  our 
old  berth  as  close  to  the  shore  as  the  dcDtli  of 
water  permitted :  in  fact,  we  used  to  lie  on  the 
mud  in  IG  feet  of  water,  the  ship  drawing  19. 
It  was  amusing  to  see  how  strangers  anchored  four 
miles  from  the  port,  afraid  to  come  closer,  and  I 
used  to  be  told  that  we  should  come  to  grief  some 
day   in   a  pampero;  but   there   was  no  risk,  as  the 
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mean  time  the  sliip  lay  easy  at  her  anchors  with  no 
strain  on  her  cables,  and  the  boats  liad  a  much  better 
time  of  it  than  when  anchored  so  far  away. 

One  <lay  we  heard  that  cx-President  Santos,  who 


had 


)een    resi(inii>'    iii 


li 


1' 


f( 


ins    lor    s(mie    vears,    was 


returning  to  Uruguay ;    and   as   he   had   many  sup- 


porters, a  revolution   was  antn  ipated 
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given  that  he  was  not  to  be  allowei 
^ionte  N'ideo,  and  I  was  asked  if  ]  would  receive 
him  on  board  the  Uuby,  ji  very  large  sum  being 
oU'ered  me  if  1  would  do  so.  Uf  course  1  declined 
the  honour,  and  on  Sa,ntos'  arrival  in  the  mail-steamer 
he  had  to  go  on  to  Buenos  Ayres, 

AMiiist  waiting  for  our  relief  I  took  a,  run  over  to 
l^uenos  Ayres,  and  enjoyed  once  more  a  visit  to 
Xegretti,  Mr  Sheiman's  beautiful  estaiuia,  where,  in 
the  absence  of  the  owner,  his  manager,  Mr  l"]vans, 
extended  hospitality  on  a  liberal  scale.  Many  iia\al 
officers  who  have  visited  the  I'late  will  have  reason 
to  remendier  the  s[)lendid  liosi)itality  and  grand  s[»ort 
afforded  them  by  Mr  Shennan  ;  and  indeed  at  all  the 
estancias,  both  native  and  foreign,  in  Uruguay  and 
Argentine,  naval  olUcers  are  always  heartily  welcome, 
but  all  inv  not  mi  the  ])Osition  to  entertain  in  the 
same  manner  i's  the  genial  and  popular  owner  of 
Negr^tti. 

The  Ivuby's  cruise  is  over :  for  three  years  and 
a-half  we  have  traversed  the  station  fi'om  one  end  to 
the  othei'.  Leaving  ]\[onte  Video  for  the  last  time, 
her  hcjidi  is  pointing  northwards,  and  her  peaceful 
'lut  nt  t  altoiiether  uninteresting  commission  is 
concluded. 

No  sooner  was   the    Kuby   berthed   alongside   the 
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jetty  at  Sliceriiess,  preparatory  to  paying  oft',  than  a 
policeman  came  on  b'  ird,  and  f^'liowing  a  cheque  for 
.£70  signed  in  my  name,  asked  nic  if  it  was  mine.  1 
at  once  ])ronounced  it  to  be  a  forgery.  He  then 
asked  if  Mr  Leslie,  the  first  lieutenant,  was  on  ])oard, 
and  1)eing  introduced  to  that  ofticer,  he  told  us  that 
a  person  descri])ing  himself  as  Mr  Leslie,  formerly 
of  II.M.S.  Ivubv,  lui'i  lately  come  home  from  South 
iVmerica,  and  liad  cleverly  swindled  an  unfortunate 
schoolmaster  at  Clifton  with  the  followinti"  audacious 
talc,  lie  said  that  he  had  been  sent  home  by  Captain 
Kennedy  in  charge  of  ]Mrs  Kennedy  and  the  captain's 
two  sons  (who  never  existed),  that  ,Mrs  Jvenncdy 
<lied  on  the  passage  houK^  (she  is  alive  and  well  now, 
1  am  happy  to  say),  and  that  she  had  expressed  in 
her  last  wish  that  the  two  boys  shouhl  be  })laced  at 
this  school  at  Clifton.  As  a  o;uarantee  of  o()od  faith 
he  ]>roduce(l  the  bogus  checpte,  and  on  the  strength 
<»f  it  he  borrowed  some  £15  or  ,1'20  from  the  scIum)!- 
master  to  enaljle  him  to  fetch  the  boys  from  Ports- 
mouth. Of  course  he  never  returned,  and  the  cheque 
was  dishonoured.  Tiie  rascal  then  went  to  a  firm  at 
Clos}»ort,  and  representing  that  he  was  the  captain  of 
Lord  Porchester's  yacht,  the  Aphrodita,  ordered  a 
new  suit  of  sails,  &c.,  presenting  his  lordship's  cheque 
(forged)  and  l)nrroY,-ing  money  as  befoi  ).  After 
several  operations  of  a  like  nature  he  was  run  in  and 
convicted.  But  to  cx|)lain  how  he  l)ecame  familiar 
with  my  name,  and  that  of  Mr  Leslie,  I  must  go 
back  a  little. 

Cue  day  whilst  the  ship  was  at  Monte  ^'ideo  a 
gentleman  was  announced  who  wished  to  see  me, 
and  was  introduced  as  ]Mr  Walter  Ross  -  Kaleigh, 
"special  correspondent  of  the  'Times'"     He  spoke 
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lie  spoke 


with  an  American  accent,  wlii(;li  was  a  little  sus- 
picious; but  as  he  ]»r(»duced  credentials  from  the 
Foreign  (Jthce  on  otHcial  paper,  signed  by  Lord 
Salislnu'V.  1  was  thrown  off  my  ouard.  He  said 
he  was  sent  out  to  rc[)ort  upon  Trugua}',  and  asked 
me  to  assist  him,  wliidi  1  was  (piite  aide  and  will- 
ing to  do  after  three  years'  ex]jerience  of  the  country. 
He  thiudvcd  me  very  heartily,  and  asked  me  to  dine 
with  him  and  his  wife  on  shore.  Havino-  no  i)ar- 
ticuhir  engagement,  I  accepted,  and  was  inti'oduced 
to  Mrs  Tioss- IJah'igii,  a  middle -ag?d,  higldy  re- 
spectable-looking old  [>artv.  ^\'e  sjmit  a  pleasant 
evening  together,  and  the  ladv  called  me  to  order 
for  some  flippant  remark  I  made  tni  the  occasion. 
The  next  1  heard  of  the  gentleman,  he  turned  u[) 
at  Hosario  representing  that  he  was  a  1/nited  States 
naval  officer  come  out  to  supersede  the  captain  of 
one  of  the  American  men-of-war  on  the  station.  On 
the  strength  of  this  he  borrowed  1000  dollars  frctm 
the  I'nited  States  consul,  and  having  swindled  ma.iy 
others  in  the  Plate,  he  (deared  for  Uio,  and  from 
thence  sailed  for  HamburLi;,  where  he  was  arrested  ; 
but  as  n(j  one  appeared  to  prosecute,  he  was  released 
and  made  his  way  to  Enu'land,  where,  under  differ- 
ent  :'iiases,  he  perpetrated  s('veral  swindles — those 
I  b;iM  narrated  amongst  iheni.  1  heard  afterwards 
tlu  r  .\,o  woman  was  his  accomplice,  and  not  his 
v-f. 

Till  .V;gentine  Ke})ublic  used  to  be  the  favourite 
rendez\)us  for  scoundrels  of  ever}^  nationality,  owing 
to  there  being  no  extradition  treaty ;  but  I  believe 
this  has  since  been  chnnued.  The  notorious  former 
(Joldsmith  was  doinii:  a  roaring  business  at  Buenos 
Ay  res  under  a  feigned  name  when  I  was  on  the  stanon, 
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and  for  all  I  know  is  (loin^•  so  still.  1  fear  the 
n'lorality  of  some  j)eo])le  on  that  station  is  at  a  very 
low  ebb.  Whilst  at  lUo  I  was  interviewed  by  a 
coal  contractor,  who  wished  to  supply  the  sc^nadron 
with  coals.  On  takinu'  liis  leave  lie  had  the  ini})U- 
dence  to  .say  that  "  of  course  a  set  of  diamond  studs 
would  l)e  at  my  disposal,  and  a  necklace  for  my 
wife,''  if  he  got  the  contract,  I  told  liim  that  of 
course  1  should  expect  it,  and  T  had  his  name  at 
once  removed  from  the  list  of  tenders. 
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TfTE  last  act  ill  the  drama  is  when  a  naval  otHeer, 
having'  passed  through  the  several  grades  of  cadet, 
midshipman,  and  lieutenant,  and  having  commanded 
in  succession  a  sloop,  a  corvette,  a  frigate,  and  an  iron- 
rlad,  finds  himself  afloat  once  more  with  his  flag  tiying 
as  an  admiral  in  (-ommand  of  a  station.  And  so  in 
the  year  1892  a  turn  in  the  wheel  of  fortune  gave 
me  the  command  of  the  East  India  station,  with  the 
old  Boadicea  for  my  Hagship.  1  joined  her  at  Aden 
1)y  mail-steamer,  and  proceeded  in  her  to  Bombay, 
the  head(|narters  of  the  station.  The  Boadicea  was  a 
(•onif()rtable  hut  oljsoletc  old  craft,  even  in  those  days  ; 
hut  what  of  that !  The  station  was  far-and-away  the 
best  for  a  rear-admiral,  and  the  best  paid  one.  More- 
over, a  splendid  house  at  Trincomalec,  and  a  bunga- 
low at  B(nnl)ay,  added  much  to  its  attractions. 

The  Boadicea  had  been  somewhat  nnluckv.  8he 
had  a  large  sick-list  and  man}'  men  in  hospital,  and 
soon  after  I  joined  the  doctor  died,  and  my  Hag- 
captain  fell  a  victim  to  heat  apoplexy  at  Trinco- 
malec. But  as  soon  as  I  had  mastered  the  details 
of  the  station  and  got  things  ship-shape,  inspected 
the  squadron,  and  worked  up  arrears,  caused  by  the 
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illness  of  my  predecessor,  we  made  tracks  for  Maur- 
itius, touching  at  the  island  of  Rodriguez,  to  give 
the  officers  and  crew  a  chauge  after  their  long  spell 
at  Bjnibay  and  Ceylon. 

I  haA^c  already  remarked,  and  am  still  of  that 
opinion,  that  the  best  time  a  naval  officer  has  in  the 
service  is  as  a  captain.  An  admiral  is  such  a  liowl- 
ing  swell  that  he  must  sit  still  and  pull  the  strings 
and  make  others  AV(jrk  ;  l)ut  he  can't  do  the  work 
himself  without  interfering  with  those  who  would 
do  it  a  great  deal  better.  Surrounded  by  able  and 
most  willing  officers,  his  work  is  made  easy,  though 
his  responsibility  is  great.  He  has  to  consider  the 
dignity  of  his  position,  no  matter  how  little  he  may 
care  for  it.  Xo  longer  must  he  spend  hours  in  the 
jilj-net  watching  the  dolphin,  harpoon  in  hand,  as 
his  ship  springs  thrcnigli  the  Hying  foam,  as  1  used 
to  do  in  the  saucy  little  Reindeer;  plunge  overljoard 
with  a  rope  for  a  morning  bath  in  mid-ocean,  as  in 
the  old  Calcutta  days;  climb  to  the  foretopmast 
cross-trees  to  look  out  for  land  in  a  blindino-  sn<:»w- 
storm  ofl'  the  Horn  ;  jump  overboard  for  the  edilica- 
tion  and  fimusement  of  the  ship's  company  at  sea  ; 
sling  himself  over  the  stern  with  a  bucket  of  })aint 
and  a  l)ig  1)rusli  to  paint  the  cal)in  windows  of  his 
ship ;  and  as  for  Hying  along  the  lower  deck  in 
pyjamas,  with  bare  feet,  because  the  ship  was  on 
fire,  why,  it  would  not  be  a  very  dignified  proceeding 
for  a  British  admiral !  No ;  howe\er  fit  he  may 
feel  for  one  and  all  of  these  eccentricities,  he  must 
consider  his  dejiortment,  and  walk  the  poop,  spy- 
glass under  his  arm,  the  admiration,  and  sometimes 
the  terror,  of  his  officers  and  crew.  And  there  is  a 
ridiculous  contrast  to  all  this  when  the  same  officer. 
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once  more  on  lialf-pay,  slouches  down  Piccadilly, 
jostled  by  sandwich-men  and  crossing-sweepers,  of 
no  more  consequence  than  a  Cabinet  ^linister  out 
of  office  or  a  telegraph  clerk.  However,  "  II  faut 
souffrir  pour  etre   belle  !  " 

A  week's  delicjhtful  i)assa(j;e  under  sail — for  the  old 
B(»adieea  could  sail  with  a  fair  wind  like  a  junk, 
though  with  the  wind  before  the  beam  she  just  lay 
over  on  her  side  and  declined  to  move— brought  us  in 
sight  of  Rodriguez,  a  mere  speck  on  the  chart,  in 
lat.  20'  8.  some  350  miles  east  of  ^lauritius.  It  had 
always  been  my  wish  to  visit  Kodriguez,  having 
heard  of  the  bin;  sta^s  which  were  said  to  be  on  that 
island.  Nor  were  we  disappointed,  for  on  the  first 
day  my  tlag-lieutenant,  Cecil  liickley,  and  I  accounted 
lor  five  deer,  and  others  were  bagged  l>y  the  sports- 
men from  the  ship. 

We  remained  ten  daj's  at  Iiodriguez,  a  perfect 
paradise  for  sportsmen,  hunting  deer  and  shooting 
guinea-fowl  and  partridges,  which  were  plentiful. 
The  only  white  people  on  the  island  were  the 
magistrate,  the  doctor,  and  the  priest,  and  as  none 
of  them  was  on  speaking  terms  with  the  others,  I 
had  to  arrange  my  dinner-parties  accordingly.  The 
ladies — there  were  two  of  them — were  also  in  a 
condition  of  armed  neutrality.  The  population  con- 
sisted of  some  2000  blacks  and  Creoles,  who  lived  by 
fishing,  and  did  a  little  poaching  on  their  own 
account :  however,  they  were  very  keen  to  sliow  us 
spin't,  and  understood  the  art  of  driving  deer  to  per- 
fection. The  anchorage  is  a  good  one,  surrounded  by 
coral-reefs,  forming  a  secure  harbour  inside  which  the 
Boadicea  and  her  consorts  nxle  })eacefully  at  anchor. 

Leavimj  Rodriffuez,  we  ran  down  l)efore  the  brisk 
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tnulc-wiiul  to  Mauritius,  and  moored  licad-and-stoni 
iu  I'urt  l.ouis.  .More  than  thirty  years  liad  passed 
since  1  left  these  shores,  and  how  ehan_!];e(l  they  now 
appeared  !  Tlic  old  "  Peter  Botte,"  upon  the  summit 
of  which  J  had  }>lanted  tlie  liuion-jack,  still  reared 
its  head  proudly  aloft,  defiant  of  tlie  hurricane  which 
had  only  one  month  before  our  arrival  devastated  the 
island.  Below,  all  was  desolation  :  churches,  su^ar- 
mills,  and  many  j)ul»lic  l)uildin,t,^s  laid  low;  the  native 
dwellings  destroyed,  and  the  lovely  gardens  at 
ram[)lem(nisse  turned  into  a  jungle.  In  the  harl)our 
many  tine  ships  were  on  shore  and  others  dismasted. 
And  all  this  damage  was  done  in  three  hours,  nuich 
of  it  in  live  minutes!  .Many  ]ieople  may  renieiui)er 
the  gale  which  swept  over  the  liritish  Isles  in  .March 
1895,  when  great  havoc  was  done.  Noble  trees  which 
had  withstood  the  gales  of  a  century  were  uprooted 
or  siia].ped  asunder,  and  yi't  the  force  of  the  wind 
was  Imt  eighty-five  miles  an  hour,  whilst  at  ^lauritius 
the  wind  was  registered  at  112  miles  an  liour,  and  for 
the  s})acc  of  five  minutes  at  120.  Uefore  this  awful 
blast  nothing  could  stand,  and  houses  built  of  wood 
and  stone  went  down  like  u  ])ack  of  cards.  The 
centre^  of  the  storm  appears  to  have  passed  directly 
over  the  ill-fated  town,  and  it  is  possible  that  its 
force  may  have  been  even  greater  than  that  registered 
at  the  observator}'. 

A  curious  feature  of  this  hurricane  seems  to  have 
been  that  its  force  was  greatest  near  the  earth  : 
the  hinher  one  went,  the  less  was  the  destruction. 
Thus  at  Curepipe,  1500  feet  above  the  sea,  the 
damage  was  comparatively  slight,  and  it  is  })robable 
that  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains  the  wind  was  nit 
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nodl'iLl'UeZ  fell  ;iliytlliliu'  III"  this  stol'lli.  ;iltlM>ULl,h 
situated  hilt  100  and  ."JoO  mih's  ivspcct  i\cl\'  fnnii 
Mauritius.  I'rijiossoi- Mchh'um  of  tlic  iloyal  ( )hs('i'v- 
atoiy,  ^fauritius,  has  ina(h'  this  matter  his  especial 
study,  and  his  plans  showinu'  tlie  path  of  these 
eyelones  duriuii-  tiie  last  lil'tv  ^■eal•s  are  dt'  L>i'eat 
interest.  It  seems  that  tlie\'  liax'e  tlieir  lise,  roui^hlv 
s[ieakin,L!;,  hetween   10    *S.   lat.   and    the   (Mpiator,  and 


y/w  Coif's  i/i  Giii\L\  Matiriliiis.^ 

between  00  and  100  east  Ioulj-. ,  iVitm  whence  they 
travel  direct  towards  .Mani'itius  oi'  IN'-union,  and 
passing  over  these  islamls.  ^^\•  hetweeis  them  and 
.Madagascar,  are  dctlectcd  suddenK'  to  the  sMUth-east, 
and  ex[)end  themsehes  in  tlie  South  Indian  ()eean. 
(.'3'elones  are  most  frcipient  from  Xovemhert(j  March, 

1  This  jiictuiv,  Ir'IiI  siilfways,  liiiik<  like  tlie  prul'ile  of"  a  liuiiiaii  face, 
and  on  the  iT^ht-liaml  -liiu-  is  a  rork  rt'SfiiililiiiL;  tlic  ri'CunihiMit  tiuiiru 
of  a  'aan,  said  to  ln'  XaiHilmii  waitiirj;  for  tlic  if.-turatioii  of  tlic  i.-iaml 
to  [hi-  i'l't'iicli. 
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unci  ocoasionally  in  A|»ril,  hut  arc  uiikiunvu  during 
tlic  rest  of  the  year.  Tliev  would  seem  to  be  IjOiiijttcu 
ill  tlie  (.'aim  reoiou,  between  the  south-east  trade- 
wind  and  the  north-east  monsoon,  probably  causing 
a  vortex  and  rotary  motion  of  the  air.  Professor 
Meldruni  has  a  theory  in  which  he  traces  a  distinct 
connection  l)etwceii  the  [)eriods  during  Avhicli  the 
sjmts  in  tlie  sun  are  most  numerous  and  these 
cyclones  ;  but  whilst  admitting  the  high  authority 
of  so  learned  an  expi  rt,  1  confess  J  am  not  scientific 
enough  to  understand  why  the  sun's  inHuence  should 
be  directed  against  ■Mauritius,  to  the  exclusion  of 
other  portions  of  the  globe. 

The  disaster  which  fell  upon  this  once  favoured 
isle  brought  forth  some  of  the  most  heroic  (piidities 
of  mankind  ;  and  the  noble  exertions  of  the  (lovcrnor, 
►Sir  Hubert  Jerningham,  the  doctors,  the  military, 
and  many  others,  not  forgetting  the  ladies  who 
devoted  themselves  to  the  sick,  the  wounded,  and 
the  dying,  call  forth  one's  adxuiration  and  will  ne\er 
be  forgotten.  Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  will  1x3  the 
cowardl}'  and  scandalous  l)ehaviour  of  the  Idack 
Creole  population,  wlio  refused  to  exert  them.H-lves 
to  rescue  the  dying  or  to  remove  the  dead  from 
under  the  ruins  unless  well  paid  beforehand  for  so 
doing.  In  consequence  of  the  earnest  appeals  of  the 
Governor,  money  })0ured  into  the  colony  from  public 
and  private  sources,  and  in  a  marvellously  short  time 
commercial  confidence  was  restored ;  the  planters 
became  hopeful,  and,  encouraged  by  the  widespread 
synn)athy  manifested  from  all  rpiarters,  cs})ecially 
from  the  mother  country,  they  faced  the  disaster 
cheerfully  and  l)ravely.  Before  our  departure  the 
island  had  regained  some   of  its  former  prosperity, 
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1)Ut  it  will  l»c  iiitmy  yeiii's  before  its  beauty  can  be 
restored. 

Tliose  ae(|uaiiited  with  .Alaiiritius  are  apt  to  associate 
sport  with  the  chasses  wliich  are  the  fashion  in  the 
island,  whether  it  be  the  c/iassc  an  cerf  or  c/iassc  an 
pcn/rix.  In  either  case  it  is  a  n;rand  "function." 
The  proprietor,  usually  a  Frenchman,  invites  u 
number  of  his  friends  to  assemble  at  a  given  rendez- 
vous about  daybreak,  most  of  them  having  driven 
fifteen  or  twenty  miles  to  the  meet.  If  partridge- 
shooting  l)e  the  order  of  the  day,  the  guns  are  paired 
ofi'  and  a  pointer  allotted  to  each  pair.  Slujoting 
begins  about  seven  or  eight  o'clock,  and  is  over  by 
ten  or  eleven,  when  the  si)ortsmen  adjourn  to  a 
bungalow  or  sliooting-box,  where  a  sumptuous  repast 
awaits  them.  Having  })artaken  of  the  hos[)itality  of 
their  host,  they  break  up  and  return  home. 

From  fifteen  to  thirty  braee  of  francolins,  or  black 
jiartridges,  with  a  sprinkling  of  grey  ones,  is  con- 
sidered a  good  bag,  so  the  si.iiighter  cannot  be 
considered  to  be  great.  Uenerally  the  pair  who 
have  the  best  dog  make  up  the  bulk  of  the  l)ag, 
and  as  I  was  the  honoured  guest  on  these  occasions, 
the  best  dog  was  told  off  for  me.  My  com[)anion 
was  the  owner  of  the  animal,  and,  with  the  courtesy 
of  a  Frenchman,  let  me  do  the  shooting.  The  birds 
generally  get  up  singly  and  are  easy  to  shoot,  and  I 
gained  a  reputation,  altogether  ii(,'titious,  for  having 
on  one  occasion  killed  nineteen  out  of  twenty  shots, 
and  on  another  twenty-one  out  of  twenty-three.  An 
occasional  hare  is  seen,  and  in  some  places  (juail  are 
numerous.  One  of  the  few  Englishmen  who  own 
shootings  in  the  island  is  -Mr  George  IJobinson,  to 
whom  I  am  indebted  for  many  hap[ty  days. 
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Till!  c/itrssr  1(11  cii'l'  is  iil-r;ili'4C(l  on  ;i  \-i'r\'  iJi'ilUd 
.scale.  I  liiiNc  SITU  iis  many  as  (Mh-  limidrt'd  mms 
as.scniltlcd,  with  twice  as  many  heaters,  ami  a  niuhi- 
t  title  of  (lo^s  oi'  e\-ef\'  sort  (»t"  l>ree(l,  ;ili(l  \';iriely  of 
size  and  eojoiir,  Kill  all  eiiucr  lor  Mood.  The  j^uns 
lu'ino'  poste(l  ahmt;'  the  drives,  exteudiiie,'  often  for 
miles,  the  heatei's  commence  drisiiiL:'  at  a  ui\'en 
signal:  })resently  door  wt)uld  a|)|)ear.  and  siiootinjj; 
commeiico  alonji;  the  line.  Hinds  were  not  supposed 
to  he  shot,  hut  the  onler  was  seldom  ouforced,  auil 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  heat,  wliieli  e'euerally 
occu[)ied  four  or  five  hours,  an  adjournment  was 
mr.de  foi-  (l('J('/hiri\  when  the  s[)oil  was  laid  (jut. 
The  hai;'  usually  consisted  of  three  or  four  t/ros  cvrf] 
as  many  frois-coi'iiishoiis,  or  three-year-old  sta,L!;s, 
and  a  few  pricketts  and  hinds. 

1  lU'ver  cai-ed  for  this  f»rm  of  s|iort,  and  durini;' 
ten  or  a  dozen  c/hisscs,  mostly  ,L;'ot  up  in  my  honour, 
I  oidv  lired  ni\'  rille  once,  when  1  howled  over  a 
small  stag,  ^ly  kind  hosts  were  much  disap])ointed, 
as  I  was  always  posted  in  a  likely  place.  I  told  them 
that,  whilst  appi'eciatiiiLi;  their  kindness  and  hos]»it- 
ixlity,  I  did  not  care  for  the  cJictsses;  hut  if  tho.y 
would  let  me  stalk  in  the  forest,  I  would  undertak'e 
to  kill  a  stag  any  day.  This  privilege  was  granted 
me  on  my  sul)se(pient  visit  to  ^lauritius  with  very 
satisfactory  results.  it  must  he  rememherod  that 
the  si'asons  in  ^Mauritius  are  the  reverse  of  ours 
and  similar  to  Australian,  consequently  June,  Jnly, 
and  August  are  the  winter  months,  during  which 
season  the  climate  is  cool  and  pleasant,  and  one 
can  shoot  all  day  in  a  tweed  suit  as  in  Scotland. 
In  fact,  tiie  high  lands  about  Cure[>i})e  somewhat 
resemble  that  country,  and  it  is  always  raining  there. 
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It  is  in  this  part  of  the  islaml  that  the  fore-sts 
extend,  and  the  deer  are  fuund  there,  sel(h)in  eom- 
iiiLi'  down  to  the  low  country,  where  the}'  wijuid 
daniaL!,e  the  su^ar-eunes. 

Among  the  many  eliarming  old  l-'reiieh  families  in 
Mauritius  I  may  mention  those  of  Mr  lloeheeoustc 
and  Sir  Cilieourt  Antelni,  who  with  liis  hrother 
Leopold  and  his  son  are  all  keen  sportsmen.  l"'rom 
all  these  u'eiitlemen  I  received  much  kindness  and 
liosj»itality,  and  enjoyed  s[»lendid  sjiort  stalkiiin'  in 
the  forest.  Sir  ( "ilicoui't  lives  in  a  eliarming  lninga- 
low  at  IMaine-Sophie  :  the  house  is  as  full  as  it 
can  hold  of  irojihics  which  ha\'e  fallen  to  his  i-ille, 
and  though  now  too  old  t(»  indulge  in  his  I'ax'oiirite 
amusement,  he  deliehts  in  giving  |>leasure  to  otheivs, 
cspeeially  to  keen  s[)ortsnien.  With  my  llag-li(>u- 
teiiant  1  spent  many  happy  days  stalking  on  I'laine- 
llaiuil  and  IMaine-Sophie,  and  though  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  record  a  tenth  part  of  the  adventures  that 
hefell  us  there,  I  ma\"  l»e  excused  for  relating  some 
of  them. 

The  first  time  I  obtained  |)erniission  was  on  .M. 
Kocheeouste's  property  at  I'laine-Ikaoul.  Leaving 
lleduit,  where  I  was  the  guest  of  the  (lovernor, 
about  miduiciit,  I  reached  the  liorih'r  (jf  the  forest 
just  as  dawn  was  breaking,  and  found  the  p'njiictirs 
(keepers)  waiting  for  me.  We  had  not  gone  far 
when  we  sighted  a  herd  of  (h-er,  among  ndiieh  were 
several  good  stags.  To  mv  astonishment,  the  two 
2>iquc'>ii's  sat  (h)wn  and  began  smoking,  apparently 
not  tlunking  much  of  me.  Much  disgusted,  1  went 
on  alone,  my  coxswain  following  me  at  a  short 
(bstance.  The  deer  soon  spotted  me  and  b(\gan 
moving  off;    so   selecting  the   biggest  stag,    1   tired 
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at  liiiii  at  200  yards,  upon  which  the}'  all  Itolted 
aii<l  (lisa])])oar(Ml  over  the  sky-line.  Fcelinn'  sure  1 
Jiad  uiisscd,  1  followed  h'isuivly,  and  presently  eanie 
in  siLilit  of  them  auaiu.  They  were  standiuti'  ahout 
]ookinij,'  uneasy,  hut  the  hii^;  stau'  was  h'inii;  down. 
They  ("luuiit  sio'ht  of  nic  at  once  and.  ai;ain  made 
olf,  the  sta^'  follo\v)nii'.  With  my  lijlass  I  eould 
sec  a  dark  stain  )h  his  Hank,  and  I  noticed  that 
he  w.is  jj.'(»in,U'  licavii',',  so  as  soon  as  they  wci'c  out 
of  siu'ht  1  mad','  :d'tcr  them.  On  nainini;,'  the  top 
of  a  liill  1  found  the  deei-  had  u'ou;'  into  a  wood, 
liul  I  canu'  sudth'uly  on  the  l>i^  sla^  hy  him- 
self, and  i'olle(l  him  over  as  he  dashed  ;tfter  the 
otlu'rs.  My  eo.\sw;iin  now  joined  me,  ami  we 
<;ra11oelied  tlie  de"r,  a  splendid  heast  wi'li  a  «j;'rand 
liead  measurinu,'  ;i2  inches.  We  were  haviu'j,'  a 
smoke  when  the  two  kee[)ers  canu-  u[)  and  told 
me  in  their  l-'rendi  juitois  that  the  deer  had  all 
gone  {/ill  iille:).  "  Ves,"  I  said,  "all  hnt  that  one," 
pointini;'  to  the  staLi',  which  they  had  not  seen. 
Their  astonishment  was  aniusin<4'.  Ticrre.  the  hea(' 
stalker,  was  ifreatly  excited  :  he  came  up  and  shook 
hands  with  me,  saying  he  lia'd  never  seen  such  shoot- 
ing, concluding  1  had  missed  as  a  matter  of  (course. 
lie  said  the  peo})le  who  went  out  with  him  n(  ver 
fired  ovei"  50  3'ards,  ami  then  they  always  missed,  so 
the  poor  fellow  might  well  he  excused  for  his 
behaviour.  After  this  ue  thoroughly  understood 
each  other,  I  killed  another  stag  that  eveiung  and 
lost  a  third,  which  escajied  into  the  hush,  Pierre 
and  I  killed  many  good  stags  together  after  this. 
I  i'ound  him  a  iirst-rate  stalker,  very  keen,  cool, 
ami  with  a  wonderf-d  eye  for  deer. 

Accompanied   by  llickley,  \vc   used  frequently  U) 
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go  out  to  Plahie-Sophii'  to  dine  and  slec]),  starting 
before  daylirjit  for  the  ground,  escorted  hy  Pierre 
or  other  atten  hints.  In  the  rutting  season,  which 
l»egins   in   August   and    lasts    till    tlie   first 


wet 


•k 
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►September,  we  could  hear  the  stags  roaring  round 
the  bungalow,  ami  we  had  not  to  go  far  hefore 
getting  a  shot.  The  earh'  morning  and  e\'ening 
was  the  best  time,  as  the  deer  retreated  to  the 
dense  forest  during  the  day,  where  it  .vas  impos- 
sible to  follow  them.  We  generally  worked  back 
to  the  bungalow  ahont  l-n  to  breakfast,  when  our 
cheery  old  host,  Sii-  ( 'ilicourt,  was  on  the  look  out 
for  us,  and  great  was  his  delight  when  we  hrought 
back  the  head  of  a. //res'  ccfj',  and  liis  disappointment 
if  we  did  not.  Ific',le\'  had  not  b'cen  so  successful 
as  mj'self,  so  one  d;  \'  we  went  out  together,  and    I 
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There  was  a  tine  enrrie,  calletl  a  f)-<)i(,  Iviii'j,'  betW' 


'U 


two   [)lains,   which   always   held  deer,   and    w     ne\er 
passed    it    witliou!      p'ying. 
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out  with  young  liei>pold  Antelm,  a  ]<cr]\  sport>man 
and  a  good  ritle-shot,  we  >;iw  some  deer  lying  in 
this  corrie,  so  we   |)i'oceeded  t  )  stalk  them.      lieo[)old 
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on  mv  lakiDii'  the  shot 
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st  we  were   dis- 


cussine-   the    matt 


the    deer    took    the    alarm    and 


gallo[)ed  across  the  valley,  making  Ibi'  a  pass  on 
the  opposite  side.  Hunuing  foiwai'd  to  get  m  shot, 
I  tired  right  and  left  at  the  Kest  stag.  The  first 
hall  took  him  in  the  rilis  and  staggered  him,  the 
second  went  through  his  head  and  r(<lled  him  oxer, 
to  the  delight  of  my  young   host    and  the   keepers. 
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1  was  luucii  pleased  ;it  llii>  sli<.>t,  I'miii  liaviiiL!,'  such 
a  uallerv  ! 

Another  stalk  and  1  have  dune  ( )iie  eai'ly  morn- 
inu'  late  in  tlu'  season  I  left  the  bungalow  with  one 
of  Sir  Cilicourt's  keepoi's  and  a  gillie.  Fcdlowing  a 
jungle  path,  we  moved  earel'ully  tlirough  the  forest  : 
tlieic  was  no  wind,  and  nol  a  sound  could  !•<■  heai'd 
hut  an  occasional  roar  of  a  stag.  A  heavy  mist  rose 
from  the  ground,  wetting  us  to  the  skin  ;  oceasion- 
allv  a  ghostly  form  might  he  seen  moving  through 
the  scruh,  hut  whether  a  stag  or  hind  it  was  impos- 
sihle  to  say  in  the  ohseur(>  light.  Pres(Mitlv  a  I'oar 
pro  hnnied  a  hig  stag  afoot,  tlic;  challenge  heing 
answered  1)\'  another.  CautiousK-  mo\ino'  iorwai'd 
in  till'  direction  of  the  sound,  we  came  to  a  dismal 
swamp  knee-deep  in  mud  and  water,  in  which  we 
could  proceed  hut  sh)wly,  [)ushing  our  wa\'  through 
the  rotten  underwood.  It  was  im]»ossil»le  to  see 
nianv  \'ards  ahead,  a.iid  we  fre(|uently  i)au.-ed,  wait- 
ing for  the  next  roar.  It  was  evident  that  in  this 
uneaniiN'  place  we  had  reached  the  saiiciuary,  the 
battle-ground,  of  the  '/y'"v  cc/;/.' 

The  trees,  though  small. -were  so  closely  packed 
we  had  to  push  our  way  thrvMigh.  lifting  one  leg 
out  of  the  slough  hefort>  planting  the  otliei'.  In 
this  manner  we  forcecl  our  way  into  the  heart  of  the 
sanctuary.  The  Inat  was  great  ;  steam  was  rising 
from  the  dani[)  ground:  we  could  not  see  10  \-ards 
ahead,  hut  ever  and  again  came  the  roar  of  a  stag 
close  hy.  We  had  taken  a  (juai'ter  of  an  hour  to 
move  a  hundred  sanls,  when  some  ghost Iv  forms 
riitted  hy  only  a  few  yards  olf:  phantom  beasts 
were  all  about  us.  We  stood  still  waiting,  wi.en 
the   stalker  silently  pointed   t(>  a  dark  mass  not    la 
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yards  off.  That  it  was  a  stag  there  could  be  no 
doubt  by  its  size,  but  as  to  how  it  was  lying  it 
was  imjiossible  to  say.  I  therefore  fired  into  the 
mass.  All  was  still,  and  the  smoke  liuno-  like  a 
pall  around  us.  We  rushed  forward  and  found 
nothing ! — not  a  sign  of  a  beast.  I  was  amazed ; 
surely  this  was  no  phantom.  We  looked  at  ea^^h 
other  ill  blank  astonishment.  "  Vous  avez  manque, 
monsieur ! "  but  it  was  impossible  at  that  distance. 
But  how  to  account  for  it  ? 

We  searched  around,  but  the  trampled  mud  and 
water  foiled  us.  Tracks  there  were  in  every  direc- 
tion, but  not  a  sign  of  a  beast.  What  would  Sir 
Cilicourt  say?  what  must  the  stalkers  think  of  me 
— these  men  who  boasted  that  the  Admiral  never 
missed?  1  never  t\'lt  so  disgusted  and  ashamed  of 
myself.  The  riHe  seemed  all  right,  the  Hap-sight 
had  not  l)een  lifted  in  pushing  through  the  bushes. 
I  must  have  missed.  1  sat  down  and  smoked  in 
anguish,  the  oidy  consolation  under  the  circum- 
stances. The  stalkers,  poor  fellows,  were  deje<'tcd ; 
the  head  one,  in  his  anxiety  to  help  me.  ]m tinted 
to  some  fresh  tracks  where  the  stag  i'  ust  have 
gone,  but  it  was  no  comfort  to  me.  A\  .  must  go 
home.  jMciv-.while  the  other  stalker  had  bien  look- 
ing in  quite  another  direction,  and  presently  called 
out  in  an  excited  tone,  "  Sang,  monsieur,  sang ! " 
Never  was  a  word  more  welcome.  I  rushed  to  the 
spot,  and  there,  sure  enough,  was  blood,  and  plenty 
of  it,  leading  away  into  the  dense  thicket  and  be- 
spattering the  bushes  on  both  sides,  showing  that 
the  deer  must  have  got  it  through  the  body.  ]vigerly 
we  followed  on  the  blood-trail,  which  crossed  a  ride, 
into  the  taniile  on  the  other  side. 


M 


[. 


'If'   i'^' 


» 


•  r^ 


I 


^  mui  I  'ixammss^mi 


'[ 


i  I 


Hi 


!.  \ 


It; 


■  i'l 


f  I 


I J 


290 


THE    BO  AD  ICE  A. 


We  had  not  gone  three  yards  into  this  when  we 
licard  a  (U'ash  a  short  distance  ahead,  and  then  all 
was  still.  I  at  once  stop])cd  the  pursuit,  knowing 
tliat  the  stag  was  badly  wounded  l)ut  still  al)le  to 
use  his  lefjs,  so  1  sent  the  head  stalker  back  to  the 
bungalow,  some  miles  off,  for  the  dogs,  whilst  I 
ajid  the  other  man  sat  down  and  waited.  We  were 
thoroughly  wet  through,  my  matches  were  spoilt, 
and  no  whisky  was  at  hand.  However,  the  sun 
came  out  warm,  and   I    f>:ot  a  lioht  from   the   field- 

'  of? 

glass  of  my  binoculars,  to  the  amazement  of  my 
com]»anion.  80  we  smoked  our  pipes  witli  much 
satisfactioji,  thouuh  I  was  diso-usted  at  havinin:  made 
such  a  bungling  shot,  and  felt  very  doubtful  if  we 
should  ever  see  the  stag  again,  for  my  ex})erience 
of  woodland  deer  is  that  they  are  seldom  bagged 
if  once  lost  sioht  of  Whilst  waitintj;  the  return  of 
the  stalker  we  posted  ourselves  where  lOur  rides  met, 
so  that  no  beast  could  cross  without  our  seeing  it. 

After  waiting  an  hour  and  a  half  the  man  arrived 
v.ith  three  hounds,  also  a  basket  of  refreshments  sent 
b}'  Sir  Cilicourt.  The  hounds  were  at  once  put  on 
the  trail,  and  in  a  moment  a  grand  chorus  announced 
that  the  stag  was  afoot.  Thinking  it  probable  he 
would  break  cover  in  the  direction  he  had  taken, 
I  ran  down  the  ride  to  cut  liim  otf,  and  thus  lost 
my  chance  of  a  shot,  for  he  l)roke  back  and  crossed 
the  ride  behind  me.  Hearing  the  men  shouting, 
1  turned  back,  and,  guided  by  the  baying  of  the 
hounds,  plunged  into  the  wood  and  came  ujxtn  the 
gallant  beast  at  ba\',  with  the  hounds  barkini>'  round 
him.  A  l)all  in  the  neck  finished  him,  1  found  the 
first  shot  liad  taken  him  too  far  back,  and  must  have 
killed  him  eventually  ;   but  without  the   hounds  we 
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should  never  have  recovered  him  in  that  dense  forest. 
The  usual  rites  l)ciiiu'  observed,  we  were  soon  ch  route 
for  the  l)un<j;alow,  one  of  the  keepers  bearing  on  his 
shoulder  the  finest  head  of  the  season,  to  the  delight 
of  our  kind  old  host,  who  had  waited  breakfast  till 
my  return.  80  ended  the  most  exciting  stalk  I  ever 
had  in  Mauritius. 

[  subse(|uently  introduced  several  of  these  deer, 
a  variety  of  the  sambur,  into  Madagascar,  and  also 
kept  some  in  our  grounds  at  Trineomalee,  wiicre  they 
became  (juite  tame  and  fed  out  of  our  liands.  I  also 
sent  a  stag  and  two  hinds  to  the  Zoological  Gardens, 
where  they  now  are. 

Tiie  races  in  the  Champ-de-Mars  are  a  great  feature 
in  Mauritius,  and  are  always  well  attended,  though 
the  sport  may  not  l)e  tirst  class.  I  was  in  the  Gov- 
<'rnor's  box  on  one  of  these  occasions  when  a  Roman 
Gatholic  priest  came  in,  and  we  chatted  tijgether  for 
some  time  in  French,  when  the  padre,  i'l  answer  to 
my  offer  to  have  a  glass  of  champagne,  replied  in 
excellent  English.  1  remarked,  "How  well  you 
s[)eak  English,  Father  U'Flinagen  ! "  "Sure,  and 
why  the  devil  shouldn't  I?"  said  he;  "don't  I 
come  from  Ti])perary  I "  And  this  after  I  had  I)een 
bombardino;  him  in  l)ad  Frencdi  for  half  an  houi- ! 
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BOURBON,    OR   REUNION,    AND    MADAGASCAR. 
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Le;aving  ]Mauritiu«,  our  usual  course  was  to  visit 
Madagascar,  the  Seychelles,  and  return  thence  to 
India  or  Ceylon,  or  take  them  the  reverse  Avay  ; 
but  the  former  is  perhaps  the  more  convenient,  and 
was  so  for  the  Boadicea,  as  by  following  that  round 
we  were  able  to  make  a  fair  wdnd  of  it.  At  tlie  time 
of  the  hurricane,  wlien  the  Mauritius  was  in  such 
trouble,  the  inhabitants  of  Eeunion  had  l)een  most 
prompt  and  generous  in  offering  assistance,  which 
was  the  more  creditalJe  from  the  fact  that  K('union 
is  not  a  rich  island,  and  the  French  Government 
devotes  annually  large  sums'  for  its  maintenance.  1 
w\as  therefore  desirous  of  visiting  the  place,  and 
personally  thanking  the  Governor  for  his  synipatliy  ; 
so  with  that  object  the  Boadicea  anchored  in  the 
roads,  and  saluted  the  French  Hag.  But,  owing  to 
the  vexatious  quarantine  laws  obtaining  at  Mauri- 
tius, which  are  equally  stringent  at  Reunion,  I  was 
unaltle  to  land,  and  after  an  exchange  of  compli- 
mentary letters  we  took  our  departure. 

Rc'union,  or  Bourbon,  is,  like  Mauritius,  of  volcanic 
formation,  one  mountain,  the  Grande  Brule,  being  an 
active   volcano.     Lying  in   the   track  of  hurricanes. 
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it  is  also  liable  to  these  vi;,itations,  which  cause 
groat  (laniage  to  the  cr()])s.  Heavy  rollers,  locally 
called  "  ras-(le-maree,"  occasionally  appear  on  the 
coast  without  previous  warnino-,  doing  great  damage 
to  the  harl){»ur  works  ai)d  stopj)ing  all  communi- 
cation with  the  shore.  At  such  times  all  ships  had 
l)ettcr  put  to  sea.  The  island  ])ossosscs  no  natural 
harbour,  the  anchorage  otF  St  Denis  being  merely 
an  open  roadstead  ;  but  a  wet  dock  has  been  con- 
structed to  the  westward  of  Point  de  Galets,  capable 
of  accommodating  ships  300  feet  long.  The  dock  is 
40  acres  in  extent,  with  a  depth  of  20  feet  inside  and 
29  feet  at  the  entrance.  From  seaward  l\('nnion 
presents  a  magnificent  appearance,  the  mountains, 
which  are  often  enveloped  in  clouds,  rising  to  the 
height  of  10,000  feet  above  the  sea,  the  Piton-de- 
niege  being  ca})ped  with  snow  in  the  winter  months. 

From  Reunion  we  stood  across  to  Tamatave,  the 
principal  sea  -  port  of  ^ladagascar.  Tamatave,  al- 
though of  commercial  importance,  has  little  to  recom- 
mend it.  The  harl)our  is  a  poor  one,  and  the  town  a 
dirtj  tumble-down  })lace.  1  paid  an  otlicial  visit  to 
the  Hova  Governor,  and  exchanged  visits  with  the 
French  commodore,  Ca})taine  de  Vaisseaux  Richard, 
a  charming  man,  as  most  French  naval  otticers  are. 

From  Tamatave  we  proceeded  to  Diego  Suarez, 
where  the  French  had  established  themselves  for 
some  years  preparatory  to  the  concjuest  of  the  island, 
which  at  that  time  (1892)  was  under  French  protec- 
tion. Diego  Suarez  is  the  finest  harbour  on  the 
whole  coast  of  Madagascar,  and  equal  to  Brest  in 
strategic  importance  :  it  is  easily  defended,  and  might 
l)e  made  impregnable  from  an  attack  by  sea.  The 
entrance   is   bold  and  deep ;    on   the   heights  above 


il 


I 


* 


i 


lij 


^i(! 


f  • 


li|f 


/;' 


294       BOUllBON,    oil    HKUNION,    AND    MADAGASUAH. 


M 


II  I 


f 


.1 


'  I 


,  I 


licavy  rfimfi,  li.ive  l)ccn  mountod,  and  torpedoes  could 
be  ]>hi('('d  in  the  narrows.  The  luirI)oiir  is  spacious 
enough  to  shelter  tlie  navies  of  tlie  world.  Tlic  cli- 
mate is  deliii'htful.  Through  the  winter  a  strong  trade- 
wind  Mows  regularly  during  the  day,  and  the  nights 
are  cool.  This  part  of  the  island  is  well  suited  for 
raising  stock,  and  large  herds  of  cattle  roam  over  the 
pastures.  The  surrounding  eountry  is  well  timl)ered 
and  watered,  and  is  well  ada})ted  for  l>ig  game,  hut 
no  large  game  is  indigenous  to  Madauasear.  in  the 
woods  arc  some  semi-wild  cattle,  pigs,  a  kind  of  h'nx, 
and  many  kinds  of  lemurs,  hut  no  lions,  antelopes, 
or  other  animals  such  as  abound  on  the  adjacent 
mainland  of  Africa. 

I  should  Ije  curious  to  know  if  any  of  the  deer 
introduced  into  Madagascar  lived.  ^\y  friend,  jNlr 
George  Robinson  of  Mauritius,  kindly  gave  me  a  stag 
and  a  few  hinds  for  that  purpose.  On  our  second 
visit  to  Dieoo  there  were  twelve  of  them,  including,' 
a  couple  of  stags.  They  were  in  an  enclosure,  and 
were  well  fed,  and  the  Governor  was  very  jiroud  of 
them;  but  one  stag  esca})ed.  On  our  last  visit  the 
fence  had  blown  down  and  they  were  all  free.  If 
unmolested  they  would  form  the  nucleus  of  a  fine 
herd,  and  ought  certainly  to  thrive  and  multiply  as 
they  have  done  in  ^lauritius  and  Rodriguez,  but  1 
fear  the  French  soldiers  will  have  turned  them  mto 
venison  long  ere  this. 

Guinea-fowl  are  plentiful  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Diego,  also  quails,  and  our  s})ortsmen  seldom  returned 
empty-handed.  During  our  annual  visit  to  this  place 
we  made  exi)editions  inland,  on  cither  foot  or  mule- 
back.  In  the  forests  we  met  with  specimens  of  the 
celebrated  traveller's  tree  containing  water,  also  india- 
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rubber  trees,  wild  cotton,  kc.  There  is  a  j^oisonous 
tree  of  the  acacia  species  wliich  it  is  as  well  to  avoid. 
1  managed  to  get  stung  l)y  this  tree,  and  it  put  me  in 
a  fever  for  an  hour  or  so  :  the  irritation,  s[»rcading  up 
the  arms,  made  me  feci  sick;  bathing  in  the  river  only 
made  it  worse.  It  is  probably  alHed  to  the  manchi- 
neel-tree  of  the  West  Indies,  which  is  ])oisonous  to 
man  or  Ix-ast.  I  once  saw  a  ])oor  doid^cy  which  had 
been  nearly  skinned  by  standing  under  one  of  these 
trees  in  the  rain. 

A  line  drawn  (Ui  the  (;hart  from  tlie  north  end  of 
^ladagascar  to  tlie  Scj'chelles  will  ]>ass  close  to  a 
speck  railed  8t  Juan  de  Nova,  or  Farcpdiar  Island. 
Like  other  islands  of  c(n'al  formation,  Fanjuhar  lies 
low,  and  is  not  visible  from  a  ship's  deck  till  the 
l)reakers  surrounding  it  are  seen ;  const'(|uenlly  vessels 
give  it  a  wide  berth,  cspecaally  as  the  tides  run  very 
strong  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  set  dead  on  t(»  the 
reefs.  On  the  lee  or  nortli-west  side  an  opening  in 
the  barrier  reef  forms  an  excellent  harl)our.  I  visited 
the  place  three  years  running  :  on  the  lirst  occasion 
we  found  the  })eople  in  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life, 
so  we  sup})lied  their  immediate  needs,  promising  to 
return  again.  The  i.sland,  a  dependency  of  Mauritius, 
is  leased  to  a  company  for  the  manufacture  of  cocoa- 
nut  oil :  a  considerable  trade  is  also  done  with  turtle, 
which  visi.  it  for  breeding  pur}»oses,  but  at  the  time 
of  our  visit  no  ship  had  called  for  eighteen  months. 
Maize  has  been  cultivated  with  great  success.  Mil- 
lions of  sea-birds  Ijreed  in  the  scrub,  and  land-cral>s 
of  gigantic  size  and  repulsive  appearance  al)ound. 
Mr  Spurs,  the  manager,  introduce(l  a  few  guinea- 
fowl  some  years  ago,  and  the}'  have  increased  so 
rapidly  that  he  estimated  there  are  several  thousand 
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on  the  island,  and  tliey  dcHtroyed  tlie  maize;  so  we 
organised  a  ehassc  with  sucli  success  that  we  baijyod 
over  two  liundrcd  of  these  wily  l)irds  in  two  days. 
If  we  had  had  good  dof^s  we  nii<!;ht  have  handed 
many  more,  as  we  lost  (juite  30  per  cent  in  the  l)ush. 
Partridujes  would  do  well  there  also,  and  1  sent  a 
cage  of  them  from  India;  hut  S[>urs  would  luive  none 
of  them,  and  sent  them  hack,  so  I  landed  the  sur- 
vivors on  the  island  of  iM'licite,  one  of  the  Seychelles 
group,  also  six  couple  of  guinea  -  fowl  and  some 
ral)l)its,  and  I  was  pleased  to  hear  from  Mr  Baty, 
the  pro])rietor,  that  they  were  doing  well  hy  last 
accounts. 
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THE   SEYCHELLES. 

A  RUN  of  400  miles  with  n  ''soldier's   wind"  will 
cany  a  slii],    from   Far.|uliar   [slaud    to   this   lovely 
group,   where   IIM.  .ships   fre.iuently  resort  to   cive 
leave  to  their  erews— i,n'  here  the  bluejacket  is  iiriiis 
glory,  and   even  for  officers  the  attractions  are  not 
to   be   desp'sed,  social   entertainments  of  all   kinds 
•such  as  dances  and   picnics,  being  the    order;    also 
boat-sailmg,  fishmg,  and  seining  parties.     Possessing 
111  Mahc  one  of  the  finest  harbours,  a  ship  lies  secure 
moored  mside  the  reef:   hurricanes,  though  not  un- 
known,   are   exceedingly   rare,    and    the    climate  is 
salubrious. 

The  Seychelles  are  remarkable  for  being  the  home 
of  the  cocoa-de-mer  or  double  cocoa-nut,  which 
flourishes  on  several  islands  of  the  group,  notably 
on  Praslm.  This  hamlsome  tree  has  been  success- 
fully introduced  into  other  islands  of  the  archipelao-o 
but  the  endeavour  to  introduce  it  elsewhere  has  not 
generally  been  successful.  I  believe  they  have  a 
specimen  at  Kew  Gardens.  I  sent  some  germinating 
nuts  to  the  Government  Gardens  at  Calcutta,  and  to 
the  Peradmya  Gardens  at  Ceylon  ;  but  as  the  tree 
takes  fifty  years  to  bear,  I  am  not  likely  to  hear  the 
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result.  I  alrto  plant(Ml  two  r.uts  in  Admiralty  Grouml 
at  Trincomalijc,  but  they  flied  tlirouuli  want  of  know- 
ledge in  plantin,i2:  tlieni.  It  is  only  necessary  to  di^ 
a  hole  sufficient  to  cover  one-tliird  of  the  nut,  leavinu' 
the  remainder  exposed. 

'i'he  p/inci[>al  industry  at  Seychelles  is  the  culti- 
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ration  ol'  vandia  ;.nd  co{(»j'.-nuts.  The  iidiahitants 
are  mostly  French  creoh's  with  a  nHMiirc  of  African 
net!;roes,  and  tlie  languaj^a-  a  patois  of  ha<l  French  and 
itroken  l'aii;lisii.  Nevertheless,  from  its  other  at- 
tractions—  a  line  climate  and  lovely  scenery  —  it 
would  l)e  difficult  to  find  a  more  peaceful  and  charm- 
ing winLcr  resort,  es[ieeially  lor  an  invalid.     Situate(l 
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as  they  are  in  the  direct  route  lietween  Aih-n  and 
.Mauritius — 1200  miles  distant  from  the  former  and 
800  from  the  latter,  and  GOO  from  the  nearest  point 
of  Madagascar — it  would  i)e  ditHeult  to  overrate  the 
strategic  importance  of  these  ishunls  in  time  of  war ; 
hut  while  Mauritius  and  most  of  our  colonies  are 
ni<»re  or  less  defeinled,  and  ahle  to  }»roteet  themselves 
against  an  attack  of  hostile  cviiisers,  the  |>oi't  of  Malu" 
is  entirely  unprotected,  and  there  is  nothing  to  pre- 
vent an  enemy  from  taking  possession  of  the  place  in 
the  ahsence  of  our  shij)s,  or  hel[)ing  themselves  to  ;is 
much  coal  as  they  re(|uired,  and  destroying  the  rest. 
And  yet  the  ►Seyciielles  occu[ty  the  san)e  relative 
position  in  the  Indian  Ocean  as  does  i^ermuda  in  the 
Atlantic. 

Mah(''  is  now  connected  hj-cahlc  witli  Zanzihar  and 
.Mauritius,  and  several  lines  of  steamers  t(juch  regu- 
larly there,  going  to  an<l  from  tiiese  ports.  The 
Messageries  .Maritimcs  vessels  used  to  call  there  on 
their  v»ay  t(»  Australia,  and  again  on  their  return 
^■oyage,  hut  ha\'e  since  divei'tcd  theii'  route  and  gn 
n'u  Colomlto,  so  as  t(t  compete  with  ihe  \\  and  t>. 
and   ( )i'ieiit    iines. 

On  arriving  at  ATahe  direct  from  Bom1)ay,  on  our 
last  vi.'-it,  we  lieard  that  two  Knglish  ladies  had 
l>een  left  (»n  <tiie  of  the  i.utl\ing  islands,  and  had 
heen  there  for  some  diivs,  it  seems  that  they 
were  homeward  hound  from  Australia  in  one  of  the 
French  steanu-rs,  and  whilst  the  ship  was  coaling 
they  landed  on  tlie  small  island  I'or  a  picnic,  in- 
tendinii;  to  return  in  time;  l»ut  uid'ortunatelv  the\' 
delayed  too  long,  and  on  their  way  hack  to  the  ship 
their  canoe  stranded  on  a  coral  reef:  the  tide  was 
falling,   and    there   they    had    to    remain    all    night. 
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^leaiiwliile  tlu'  ship  saildl  without  them,  carryin.n' 
away  all  their  l»a,i;,i^a,ue  and  leaviuoj  them  only  the 
elothcs  they  stood  up  in.  As  soon  as  i  heard  of  their 
condition  I  made  all  haste  to  the  island  with  my 
flag-lieutenant.  The  poor  things  came  down  to  the 
heach  to  receive  us  M'ith  hare  feet,  their  only  pairs  of 
stockings  heing  hung  uj)  to  dry.  We  made  arrange- 
ments to  transport  them  to  the  Boadicea,  and  in  the 
mean  time  took  their  measure  for  a  new  suit  of 
clothes,  which  we  had  made  on  board.  I  gave  up 
my  cabins  for  them,  and  took  up  my  (piarters  on 
shore,  coming  otf  to  spend  the  day  with  them  and 
have  our  meals  together.  Picnics  and  fishing  parties 
were  iirranged  every  day  for  them,  and  in  the  even- 
inn  the  decks  were  cleared  for  dancing,  so  altoiicther 
they  had  a  very  merry  time.  From  the  ship's-stores 
wt'  were  able  to  supply  them  with  almost  all  the 
things  necessary  to  re[)lenish  their  kit,  and  we  were 

not  a  little  proud  of  our  fair 
shipmates,  who  looked  remark- 
ably well  in  their  neat  navy 
serge  dresses,  blue  jean  collars 
and  white  trimmings,  straw 
hats  with  Boadicea  ribbons,  and 
knife  -  lanyards,  all  complete. 
And  I  take  some  credit  also, 
as  I  took  their  nu'asurements, 
and  llickley  nt»ted  them  down  in  his  po(;ket-book. 
The  ladies  remained  with  us  for  three  weeks,  till  the 
next  FreiKih  steamer  arrived.  Our  last  dinner  on 
board  was  a  very  sad  one,  but  time  was  up;  the 
galley,  manned  by  otHcers,  pulled  them  on  l)oard, 
with  the  Admiral  steering,  and  as  she  left  the 
l)oadicea  the  strain  of  "  Home,  sweet  Home,"  Hoated 
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over  the  calm  waters.  We  commended  them  to  the 
care  of  the  polite  Frem-li  captain,  and  parted  with 
mutual  feelings  of  regret.  1  ha  ve  tlie  ladies'  })ermis- 
sion  to  rei)roduce  tlieir  photo^^raphs  in  sailor's  dress. 

On  the  island  of  Aldal»ra,  situated  olf  the  north- 
west coast  of  Ma<lagascar,  the  giant  land-tortoise 
{7\>rfu</a  ('f('}>/i(f Ufa)  Ht'iW  flourishes,  and  is  jirotectcd 
l>y  law.  Several  s[)ecimens  have  heeii*  imported  to 
Mahe,  where  they  live  to  a  great  age.  Through  the 
kindness  of  ^Ir  Bat)'  1  ()l)tained  some  of  these  inter- 
esting creatures,  and  I  sent  a  pair  to  the  Zoological 
(Jardcns  and  another  pair  to  Lord  Lilford.  One  of 
the  latter  weighed  :}50  II).  on  its  arrival  at  I.ilford. 
I  estiniate<l  its  age  at  about  150  years.  Tlirre  was  one 
living  at  ^Mauritius  in  I8i)4  whose  age  must  have  liecu 
close  on  200  years,  as  it  was  rn  old  tortoise  at  the  time 
of  the  English  occupation,  100  years  ago.  We  kept 
a  pair  of  these  creatures  in  our  garden  at  Trincomalee, 
where  they  were  perfectly  at  home,  feeding  on  fruit 
and  vegetables  of  all  sorts— bananas  and  pumpkins 
for  choice.  They  require  but  little  water  so  long  as 
they  get  juicy  food.  There  are  only  two  ]>laces  in 
the  world  where  they  are  indigenous — Aldabni  and 
the  (Jalapagos  Islands  in  the  Pacific;  but  1  doubt  if 
there  are  any  left  at  the  latter  place — we  certainly 
saw  none  when  we  were  then;  in  1872.  J)r  (Junther, 
in  his  interesting  book  on  'Gigantic  Land-Tortoises, 
describes  the  dillerence  between  the  two  species, 
which  the  illustrations  clearly  show. 

Since  writing  this  1  have  refreshed  my  memory 
with  Dr  Gunther's  account,  and  find  I  am  mistaken 
in  claiming  Aldal)r;i  and  the  (jalajuigos  as  the  only 
places  where  these  gi;;nt  tortoises  were  indigenous, 
as    they   a[ipear    to    have    l)cen    very    numerous   on 
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-Arauritiu.s,  Ivt'imioii,  and  llodriguez  wlieii  those 
islaiid.s  weiv  tir.st  discovered,  and  sliii)load.s  were 
^'arried  oti"  1)}'  sailors  f(jr  food,  each  tortoise  yiehlinj^ 
from  80  to  300  II).  of  excellent  meat.  These  crea- 
tures must  have  lived  for  a<jjes  in  ])erfect  security 
from  all  enemies  prior  to  the  earth  l>eing  inhahiteil 
by  human  l)eings.  It  seems  also  that  so  late  as  the 
year  1875,  three  years  suhsecjuent  to  my  visit  to  the 
<  ialai>aii;os,  thcv  were  still  abundant  in  Alheinarle 
Island,  one  of  the  group,  though  extinct  in  (,'harles 
Island. 

Ivemains  of  the  dodo  have  been  found  in  Mauritius 
and  at  Rodriguc '.  A  complete  skeleton  of  tlie  bird 
was  found  in  ;i  cavern  in  the  latter  island,  also  a 
stone,  found  near  the  bones,  which  the  dodo  always 
carried  in  its  st(miach,  probably  for  the  pur})ose  of 
digestion.  I  sent  some  of  these  bones  and  a  stom^  to 
Mr  l*hi}>son.  the  Curator  of  the  Natural  Jlistory 
Museum  at  Bombay,  believing  them  to  belong  to  the 
dodo;  but  I  am  bound  to  say  that  Admiral  Sir 
William  Wharton,  the  ll3-«lrographer  of  the  Navy, 
who  surveyed  ilodriguez,  assures  me  that  the  dodo 
did  not  exist  on  that  islaiid,  and  that  the  bones 
belonged  to  a  bin!  called  the  solitaire,  a  large  kind  of 
}>igcon.  1  had  alwa3's  been  under  the  impression 
that  the  dodo  had  existecl  on  ivodriguez,  as  it  un- 
doubtedly did  on  Mauritius. 

liefore  taking  leave  of  these  delightful  islands  1 
must  relate  one  or  two  adventures  which  befell  us 
there.  1  had  end»arked  the  (iovernor  of  Mauritius, 
Sir  Hubert  Jerningham,  and  took  him  to  llodriguez, 
as  he  was  desirous  of  visiting  the  place.  We  arranged 
a  deer-drive  foi*  his  Excellency,  and  the  guns  wicr 
posted  along  both  sides  of  a   ravine  in  which  deer 
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were  always  to  he  found.  The  licatl  stalker,  a  ercolc 
nanu'd  Nunia,  accompanied  me  as  usual.  Soon  after 
the  drive  commenced,  a  herd  of  deer,  with  one  hig 
sta.iJJ,  a})i)eared,  making  across  the  o[)en,  so  I  fired  to 
turn  them,  whereupon  they  all  crossed  the  hurn  in 
front  of  me.  1  made  so  sure  of  the  stag  that  I  had 
not  even  loaded  my  second  hari'el,  and  J  missed  hi 


m 
clean,  the  shot  going  over  his  hack,  to  Numa's  great 
mon 


disirust. 


()h 


Amiral 


t " 


sai 


d   he,   "jamais  je 


Tl 


le  stag  bolted 


ne  vous  ai  vu  mampier  comme  9a  • 
out  of  my  sight  up  the  o[»posite  hank,  and  was 
missed  hv  everv  one  of  the  party  till  the  last,  a 
young  middy  named  Corhett,  who  rolled  him  over 
with  a  1»all  from  his  smooth-hore.  1  wa>  much 
pleased  at  this,  and  told  Xuma  that  it  gave  me  far 
more  jtleasure  than  if  1  had  killed  the  stag  myself, 
especially  as  it  was  the  hoy's  tirst  stag.  Still  the 
audacity  (»f  "  wi})ing  the  Admiral's  eye"  was  a  crime 
not  to  he  looked  over,  though  not  mentioned  in  the 
Articles  of  War.  So  Corhett  was  [)laced  under  arrest, 
with  a  view  to  heing  tried  hy  court-martial  ;  hut  the 
following  morning  it  was  rejtorted  to  me  that  the 
prisoner  had  escaped,  and  when  last  seen  was  fii-  up 
the  mountain  looking  for  deer,  and,  it  was  said,  with 
the  Admiral's  pet  ritle  in  his  hand  I 

On  our  last  visit  to  this  sporting  jtaradise  1  em- 
harked  my  friend  Tom  Farr,  who  liunted  the  stag- 
Imunds  in  Ceylon,  with  several  couple  of  his  hcst 
hounds,  intending  to  have  a  grand  c/iasst' ;  hut  it 
]>roved  a  failure,  for,  owing  to  the  rocky  nature  of 
the  ground,  tlu;  hounds,  accustomed  to  the  soft  moist 
soil  of  Ceylon,  got  footsore,  and  wen-  lost  in  the 
woods;  and  though  Tom  worked  like  a  Trojan,  and 
liunted  his  hounds  in  most  sportsmanlike  style,  not  a 
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deer  (lid  we  get  in  that  way,  thougli  we  killed  some 
fine  beasts,  stalking  and  drivinsf.  Altogether,  during 
four  visits  to  the  ishinds,  we  killed  some  eighty  deer, 
mostly  stags,  and  left  a  good  l)reeding  stock  for  our 
successors.  So  ended  our  sport  on  Rodriguez,  a  place 
I  shall  ever  remember  as  one  of  the  few  spots  on  the 
globe  where  one  can  still  enjoy  sport  without  inter- 
ference or  ex})ense. 

The  Sultan  of  Perak  was  a  prisoner  at  Seychelles 
wliilst  we  were  there,  on  account  of  the  murder  of  an 
English  political  agent  in  his  dominions,  in  which 
all'air  he  was  said  to  be  implicated.  Being  desirous  of 
starting  a  navy  on  his  return  to  power,  he  asked 
me  to  assist  liim,  and  as  an  inducement  he  ottered 
me  one  hundred  wives  and  twenty  for  my  Hag- 
lieutenant  !  1  was  obliged  to  decline  this  hand- 
some  otter,  but  1  suggested  that  the  numl)ers  should 
be  reversed,  and  that  Ilickley  ought  to  have  the 
hundred. 
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Imii;  those  who  do  not  niiiid  ti'opiral  hoat  Triiiconialee 
is  a  j)]rasaiit  resort,  and  certainly  Admiralty  House 
IS  th(!  [ihiee  to  enjoy  it.  Di'sitrned  orii;iiialIv  hy  ;i 
ship's  eai'penter,  it  is  Imilt  so  as  to  cutcli  tlie  soa- 
l»reeze,  which  sweeps  throuj2;h  the  spacious  rooms 
with  the  force  of  lialf  a  fjale.  A  hroad  Hitrht  of  steps 
h'atis  up  to  tlie  dinin<j;-  .md  di;i win:i;-roonis,  and  tiie 
hedrooms  are  on  each  side.  ( )n  t  he  f.n"<>nnd-tIoor  are 
oflices  and  servants'  apartments,  and  over  all  a  flat 
io(»i'  from  whicli  a,  line  view  of  t  he  haritour  is  ol)tained, 
and  a  coo]  retreat  to  sm<»ke  the  post-praiidial  ciu-ar 
liefore  turning  in.  The  heat  is  certainiv  tryiuij^ 
during'  the  day,  ihe  thermometer  rangim;'  between 
DO  and  100  in  the  sluuh',  hut  is  tem|M'red  by  the 
.-•■adireeze  in  t\' '  (hay  and  the  land-wind  at  nuiit, 
ntherwise  it  wouhl  be  unbearable. 

There  is  abundance  of  sport  of  all  kinds,  from  an 
rle|»hant  to  a  snijte,  and  heavy  bai:s  of  the  latter  were 
made  in  the  marshes  at  Tande^lan.  Personally  I 
iii'ver  eared  to  shoot  an  ele]»hant,  especially  in 
<  eylon,  where  the}',  as  a  rule,  ha\e  no  tusks,  I 
failed  to  see  the  s})ort  in  slauehterini;;  a  noble  beast, 
and    to    have   nothing   to   show    for   it   but   his   tail, 
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leaviiiL;'  tlu'  carcass  to  i-dt  u|i()ii  tlic  around,  dctiliiii: 
the  air  for  miles  around,  A  rnouc  clcjiliaut  is  an 
awkward  customer,  and  should  he  killed  when 
possihle.  To  my  iancty  the  hest  sport  with  the  rilic 
is  "stilldiuntinij; "  in  the  woods  after  s[)()tted  (h'er, 
which  ahound  all  over  the  low  (tountry.  Some  ot" 
the  {)lantrrs  keep  hounds  and  hunt  the  sand)ur 
Htau'  on  the  hiuh  lands  alxnit  ]Iorton  I'lains  :  it  is 
a  \'er\'  line  sport,  hut  oiu'  has  to  he  yount^  and 
active  to  enjoy  it.  as  the  huntini;'  is  done  entirely 
on  foot;  no  weapon  is  perniittod  hut  the  huntinu- 
knife.  The  <leer  uenerally  takes  to  the  water  and  is 
there  killed.  The  (dieetal,  or  spotted  deer,  are  easily 
tamed  if  caught  ymuiLr,  hut  the  stag  is  apt  tn 
jjet  savage  and  dangerous.  Wo  had  several  in  a 
pa(hh)ck  at  Trinconndec,  and  one  stag  l)ecame  so 
vicious  that  I  had  his  horns  cut  olf:  this  tamed 
him  for  a  while,  hut  next  }'eai'  he  developed  a  lin< 
pair,  with  which  he  gored  two  of  \\\y  native  ser- 
vants, so  1  shot  him. 

One  hears  a  good  deal  about  snakes  in  Ceylon,  hul 
in  three  years  1  only  renn-ndjer  to  have  seen  two 
venomous  ones — a  hig  Cohra  and  a  tick-palonga. 
Rat-snakes  are  common  in  the  marshes,  and  are 
ugly-looking  customers,  hut  arc  harndess. 

Mr  Fowler,  the  (Jovernment  agent  at  Nuwara-Eli}a 
(l»ronounced  Newralia),  has  introdm-ed  trout  in  a 
stream,  at  liorton  I'lains,  where  they  grow  to  a 
great  size  hut  do  not  seem  to  bree<h  Fish  of  5  Ih. 
and  ()  II).  wi'ight  have  heen  killed  with  the  Hy. 

The  golf-links  at  Nuwam-Eliya  are  second  to  none 
in  any  part  of  the  world  :  there  is  also  a  nice  cluh 
and  a  good  hotel ;  and  being  situated  at  an  altitude 
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of  over  nOOO   feet,  tlic  climate  is  delightful  and  tlie 
scenery  beautiful     alt()|Ljcther  a  cliarmiiiij;  ])lace. 

From  the  (iovcrnoi'.  Sir  Arthur  llavehtck,  and 
Lady  Ilavehx  k  we  re(;eivcd  much  kindness  ant' 
liospitality,  both  nt  their  lovely  eottaii-e   in   the  hills 


I    tl 


le 


and  also  at  (JovernmiMit    House,   Colondto;    am 
planters  lire   a   splendid  lot  of  fellows,  most    hosjiit- 


ible 


am 


1  sport 


smen  to  a  man. 


It 


IS  not  surprismu", 


therefore,  that  we  hav 


e  a   \er}'   jucasant    recollection 


of  that  beautiful  island  and  its  kind-hearted  inhab- 
itants. 
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len   the    d( 


tcK 


now  in  course  of  construction  is 


Com})letcd,     Colombo     will     Income     one     of    the     best 

harliours  in  the  world,  as  it  is  now  one  of  the  most 
secure,  due  to  the  ma^iiiliccnt  breakwater;  but  even 
to  that  sonu!  merchant  captains  take  exception,  sayini:; 
it  is  too  narrow  between  the  i)iers,  and  the  turn  too 
sharp  for  long  ships,  as  it  probably  is. 

There  is  a  curious  custom  prevailing  at  'rrincomalee, 
which  also  obtains  at  other  places  in  the  East — the 
habit  of  sending  petitions.     Whenever  a  native  has  a 


d 


grievance,  real  or  imaginary,  lie  employs  a  proiessional 
letter-writer,  who  forthwith  proceeds  to  relate  the 
grievance  in  highllown  and  |>re[>osterous  expressions, 
often  of  a  most  amusing  character.  )  used  to  ii'ceive 
two  or  three  a-week  of  these  productions,  generally 
in  the  sail  e  hamlwriting,  and  I  a[>peiid  a  specimen 
herewith.  1  feel  sure  tlu'se  writers  must  keep  a  stock 
of  ready-made  letters  to  suit  all  cases,  and  1  daresay 
some  who  read  this  may  say  that  they  have  seen  it, 
or  one  like  it,  before,  which  is  not  unlikely,  as  1  had 
this  tyj)ed  more  than  five  years  ago,  and  sent  a  copy 
to  the  Admiralty  and  to  a  few  friends  at  home. 
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licfpcdfldl !l  s/inrrfh, — 

That  ymir  honour's  servant  is  poor  man  in  at.'ricullural 
behaviour,  and  mueh  depciKls  on  season  for  stall'  of  life 
therefori'  hi'  i>rays  that  you  wili  favour  ujjou  him  and  take 
him  into  your  saintly  service  that  iie  may  have  some  \k'Y- 
niaiicnlly  hihour  for  the  sujiporl  of  his  soul  and  his  family: 
wherefore  lu'  falls  on  his  family's  bonded  knees  aird  imiilorcs 
to  you  of  this  mereiiul  eonsideration  to  a  damnal^le  misi^ralilc 
likt'  your  honour's  unfortunate  ]»etitioner — that  your  Lord- 
ship's honours  servant  was  loo  niucli  poorly  durin<j;  llic  liist 
rains  and  was  resuscitated  l>y  much  medicines  which  made 
m.;i:nilicent  excavations  in  the  coffers  of  your  lionoural)le 
ser\anl,  wiiose  means  are  circumcised  liy  hi.-  lar^e  family 
eonsistin^j;  of  .">  female  women  and  'A  masculim;,  the  last  of 
which  are  slil!  tiikini^  milk  from  Mother's  chest,  :iiid  ar 
(laninal)le  uoiseful  tlirouj^h  jiulmonary  catistrojihe  in  L'..eir 
interi(.i'  ahdomeii.  Ilesides  the  above-named  an  additioiial 
birth  i>  throuLjIi  the  ^I'ace  of  God  very  shortly  occurring  to 
my  l)e!o\('d  wife  of  bo.^om  who  has  t;f)t  bal)y  in  womb. 

That  your  honour's  damnable  servant  was  oIliciatinL;  in 
several  capacities  in  past  ,ijeueratic»ns,  but  has  become  to  > 
much  old  for  espousin}^  hard  labour  in  this  timi' of  his  bodily 
life,  but  was  not  drnidvard  nor  tiiief  m)r  swindler,  nor  any 
of  this  kind.  l)Ut  was  always  ])ious  and  all'ectionate  to  his 
numerous  family  oonsistiuL!;  of  the  aforesaid  ;"»  female  women 
and  ."!  males,  tlie  hist  of  whom  are  still  milking'  the  parental 
UKithcr.  That  your  ijenerous  honour's  Lordship's  .servant 
was  entreatinj.;  Ma,L,nstrate  for  employment  iu  Municipality 
to  iMuove  (ilth  X'c.  but  was  not  ,ifranteil  ]ietitio  i.  Therefore 
your  ii;em'ri;us  loniship  will  i^nve  to  uk;  .some  easy  work  in 
the  department  or  sonicthini^'  of  this  sort.  For  which  act  of 
kindnes.s  your  noble  lordship'.s  poor  servant,  will  as  in  <luty 
bound  i)riiy  for  year  longevity  and  [)rocreativeiu!ss.  I  havr 
the  honour  ^c. 
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From  Trinco  wo  used  geuorally  to  go  to  C'iilctitta 
and  l\aii<i;ooii,  tiniiiiu*  our  visit  so  as  to  spend 
Clu'Istnias  in  the  lloogldy,  tlii'  cool  season  at  Calcutta. 
The  station  is  so  large,  extending  tVom  the  IJed  Se;i 
to  Burn.a,  and  from  the  head  of  the  J'ersian  (lulf  to 
the  southward  of  Madauascar,  it  takes  the  Admiral 
all  his  time  to  eomj)lete  the  round  in  twelve  montiis, 


so  we  w 


•re  onlv  aide  to  \\; 


it  each  place  three  tinn-s 


during  r,he  three  vears  allotted  to  the  command   of 
the  station. 


At    Bondtav    one's    time    is    fu!l\- 


insi)eetioiis,   i^ml    the 


Ind 


ii[)ie(l     with 


th 


lan    marine,   though    under 


the    immediate    direction     nf    tin 
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nmediate  direction  nt  the  otiicer  especiallv 
ted,  is  also  chtsely  associated  \vi;h  the  navy. 
This  service,  second  only  to  die  IJoyal  Navy,  attaiiK'tl 
a  high  state  of  elHeiency  iimler  the  ahle  sui)erinten- 
deiice  of  Oaj)tain  (n(»w  Admiral)  Sir. John  llext,  and  is 
not  likely  to  (hderiorate  under  the  present  director. 
Captain    (loodridge,    I'.N.      Tiie   (limat<'   of   Bouiltay 


can  hardly  l>e  sai( 


1  to  li 


m  ae'rcealde  one 


l)ein! 


hot, 


moist,  am 


1  (dan 


imv 


l»iit  there  is  a  v  rv  nic"  societv 


there,  ]>rincij)ally  military  and  mercantile,  ami  three 
excellent  cluhs,  the  vacht  (lul)  heing  the  great 
attraction  of  an  evenini'-  when  the  haml  plays  on 
the  lawn. 

At  Calcutta,  where  the  Boadicea  and  her  consorts 
mooreil  alongside  the  liuiid,  our  time  was  fully 
occupied  with  social  and  otlicial  I'linetii  ns.  ami  enjoy- 
ing the  hospitality  for  which  ilie  capital  is  so  famous. 
At  (Government  House  the  popular  X'iceroy  and  l.ady 
Kansdowne  lavished  hospitality  on  a  princely  scale, 
and  not  only  to  otlieials  of  exalted  rank  hut  to  the 
liumMer  (dasses,  as  I  will  ]>resentlv  sln)W.  in  the 
lieautiful     park     .it     l>arrack|»oi'e    there     are     several 
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oniiiini'iital  ponds  or  tanks  in  wliich  tish  of  fabulous 
sizo  wore  saiti  to  exist,  so  I  asked  and  obtained  pcr- 
niission  of  his  Excellency  to  l>rin<:^  a  party  of  blue- 
JMckcts  and  haul  the  seine.  On  the  day  appointed 
I  ]»nK'eeded  to  the  ])la('e  witli  fifty  men  from  the 
s(piadrou  and  several  otKeers,  intendini:;  to  make  a 
})i('nic  of  it.  What  was  our  surprise  to  find  a  most 
sumptuous  vepast  jjrepared  for  us  under  the  shade  of 
a  l»an\'an-tree,  and  another,  even  a  more  substantial 
one,  for  the  men  near  l)y,  Tiiis  in('lu<l(>d  roast-beef, 
phim-[iuddin<;',  turkeys,  hams,  beer '(</  lib.,  and  eiii^ars, 
and  even  tintfer-ji;lasses  and  napkins,  to  which  p0(»r 
Jack  was  unaccustomed.  Behind  every  two  oi"  three 
<au^sts  stood  a  o-orw'ous  native  servant  in  the  vice- 
re<:;al  livery.  The  <;alhint  tars  did  ample  justice  to 
tlu^  Viceroy's  kind  hospitality,  though  a  bit  shy  of 
the  napkins,  iin<j;er-olasses,  and  s[)lendid  j)late  ;  and 
I  overheard  one  say  to  tlie  other,  "  i  sup[)Ose,  Bill, 
this  is  wliat  they  call  a  '  dejeunez  on  the  foresheet'"  ! 
{a  /((  fninrhctfc). 

His  Hxcellencv's  health  havin<^  ])een  drunk  with 
<i,reat  enthusiasm,  we  proce<'ded  to  business.  We  iiad 
brought  witii  us  tliree  seines  in  case  oni'  was  not 
sullicieiit.  The  Pn-adicea's,  beinif  the  hir<fest,  was 
stretched  across  the  lower  end  of  one  of  the  ])onds 
and  hauh'd  from  end  to  end  ;  but,  to  our  astonisii- 
ment  and  tlis<rust,  not  a  fisii  was  seen.  \\ .»  then 
sjtUced  a  second  net  to  the  bottom  of  the  tirst,  and 
weij^dited  it  with  shot,  itc,  and  bat-ked  it  u)>  with  the 
third,  and  then  proceeded  as  l)cfore.  We  had  not 
</ot  far  when  an  enormous  fish,  fully  5()  lli.  in  wj'ight, 
jumjK'd  the  net  and  escaped,  foilowetl  by  others. 
Tlie  excitement  miw  became  !j;reat  ;  iialf  the  men 
were  in  the  water  hohlin^^  up  the  seine,  beating  the 
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water,  and  yollino;  at  the  top  of  tlicir  voices  to  friu;liteu 
the  lish.  My  coxswain,  (Uover,  was  standinu;  u[)  in  a 
small  (lint:;('y  supcrinrcniiiiiLr  ojterations,  and  shoiitinii; 
iiut  orders  to  the  })eoj)le  on  the  hank,  mostly  contra- 
diittinji;  «'acli  other,  as  he  had  ]tartakeii  iVeely  of  the 
ltan<|Uet.  The  net  was  heini;"  slowly  drawn  to  land, 
ami  it  was  evident  that  some  lart;»!  fish  were  enclose(l ; 
the  nproar  was  terrilic  Sinhh-nly  a  hujj;e  fi.-h  made 
a  desperate  leaj),  ch'ared  the  net,  and  liittinjj;  (dover 
ill  the  stomach,  knocked  him  ovcrhoard,  ca|'si/iiiLi;  the 
dingey,  which  turncil  over  on  the  lo[t  of  him.  He 
]>resently  reapp(\'tre(l  coxered  with  ^lime  ami  his 
mouth  full  nf  mud,  which,  howevei',  did  n(»t  j)revent 
him  usiiuji;  terrihle  lauiiuajiie.  Eventually  the  seine, 
eontainiiiii;  the  boat,  the  coxswain,  some  cartloads  of 
mud,  and  several  enormous  lish,  w;is  ilra^Lfetl  ashore. 
These  tish,  called  carnation  car}),  live  to  a  iireat  au'e, 
ami  attain  as  much  as  70  and  80  lli.  AfnonL'.st  our 
capture  were  two  of  50  lb.  each  and  several  smaller; 
also  fresh-water  crayfish,  and  other  varieties  of  every 
sliai)e  and  colour.  The  carp  had  skins  a.s  tough  as 
leather  and  scales  as  Wv^  as  a  rupee  ;  they  are  said  tt» 
lie  coarse  eatini;",  hut  the  hlue-jackets  relished  them. 
We  had  another  haul  in  the  (Jovernment  gnainds 
at  Calcutta,  and  captured  .some  m«»re  of  the.se  siered 
monsters;  hut  I  fear  we  <lid  damage  to  the  heantiful 
water-lilies  (  1 7c/or/f/  ;ry?V^),  t IkmioIi  w.'  did  our  Kest 
to  avoid  them. 

Durinii;  our  stay  at  Calcutta,  I  made  an  expeiUtion 
with  the  ladies  to  l^arje<.'linLi,  and  we  were  forfunatt- 
cnouiLih  to  have  a  sph'udid  view  of  the  lliuialavas  ou 
the  second  morninir,  a  tr^  at  denied  to  ni.my  wh(»  l^'o 
there  with  that  ohject.  1  dt»  not  consider  that  phott)- 
<4raplis  do   justice  to  this   maixnifiifut    paU'Tama.     1 
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mil}'  lie  wi'on^^  l)Ut  it  iihviiys  a[)))('iirs  to  nic  tlmt 
{•liotoLjrajiliy  cxau^i^cratcs  the  torcunnmd  and  niiiiimiscs 
the  distant  oltjocts,  and  tlir  jdiotoi^a'aplis  that  I  have 
soen  t,dv('  n(t  i(h'a  of  the  iicight  ot"  the  lliniahiyas  as 
.seen  fioni  DarjcclinLT. 

Kioni  Cahnitta  we  went  to  tiic  Anthinian  Islands, 
the  convict  setth-nii'iit  of  India,  where  it  will  he 
renu'inltcicd  Lord  May(t  was  assassinated,  and  the 
life  of  tile  last  (iovernor,  Colonel  Ilorsford,  was 
atteinj)ted.  .Maii\-  of  the  eonvids  are  danu'ei'ous 
characters,  and  heinu  reckless  and  weary  <if  life,  are 
ready  to  uo  i'or  any  "  Kurra-Sahil» "  that  nia\  visit 
the  place,  so  it  is  not  safe  to  roam  ahoiittlie  island 
withont  a  Li,uai'd,  especially  after  dark.  One  day  we 
rode  to  a  native  Nillaec  to  witness  a  coffohnrt'c,  which 
was  odt  ii[i  I'or  oiir  henelil,  when  I  In-  usual  Itarharic 
antics  wei'e  u'one  throutfh  to  the  accoinpaninieiit  of 
toni-loins.  Men  and  women  in  nature's  narh  danced 
round,  singing  a  monotoni>us  chant  and  clappini;" 
theii-  hands  in  time.  Sonu'  of  the  ^irls  were  <h'cidedl\- 
pi'etly,  thouuh  Idack  as  a  coal.  The  helles  wdre  a 
<j,irdle  of  leax'es.  I'orniinijj  a  kind  of  hustle — it  could 
hardl\  he  called  a  "  dress-iiuprover " — which  Iiuul;' 
down  hehiiid  and  fastened  round  the  waist.  At  the 
(lovernor's  eaidcn-party  the  men  uave  an  exhibition 
of  their  skill  with  how  and  arrow,  shooting  at 
dummies.  (»n  this  occasion  the  lila«  k  ladies  were 
iirovideil  with  sacks,  with  holes  for  their  le<'s,  uiviu" 
tlieni  a  \fry  comical  appearance.  Durine  <»ur  sta\' 
the  ericketers  (»f  the  stjuadron  playetl  anainst  a  local 
team,  durinj.;  which  the  (ioveriior's  l»an<l,  composed  of 
murdei-ers,  playeil  apjtropriate  selections  nf  nnisie, 
sueh  as  "  I  stood  on  the  hriduc  at  midnight  ;"  "  .Meei 
me  \)y  moonli,i.ilit  alone  ;  "  '  Will  he  eonu>  !*  "  "  I  wait 
for  thee;"  "It   nniy  lie   /;*///■  years,  hut    it  can't    In 
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Oh   Willie,  wc  have  missed   vnii 


iuid  \viiuliii«^  u[»  witii  "  Home,  sweet  JI  )mc  "  ! 

I  liuve  reason  to  I'ememiier  our  visit  to  tlie  AikIm- 
mniis,  lor  I  lost  the  toj)  of  my  thumh  there,  l»ittei» 
i)i\'  hy  a  parrot-fish.  'I'he  hrute  came  to  the  surtaee 
after  some  tor[)e(lo  experiments,  shammiiiLi;  <le;ith  ;  1 
ineautiously  put  my  thumh  in  his  mouth,  when  the 
creature's  jaws  shut  with  a  horritl  snap,  taking  otf 
the  flesh   of  my  thumit  to   the    hone.      ( hir   surj^coii 


dressed  the  wound,  which  healed  uj)  without  any 
worse  eonse(piences  than  a  '-allousness  (»f  the  ex- 
tremity owinn'  to  till'  iiei'ves  heiiin'  lacerate(l.  My 
coxswain  picked  up  the  [lortion  of  the  thumh,  and 
t()ll(»winn"  me  down  into  the  cahiii,  asked  what  he 
should  do  willi  it.  1  told  him  to  Liive  if  to  a  |».. other 
cul)  wo  had  on  Innird,  tlie  heast  Iiaxiiin  already -diowii 
a  partiality  for  human  llesh. 

The  origin  of  the  natives  of  the  Aiidamaus  is  ob- 
scure :  it  is  helieved  that  thev '"ime  oriuinallv  rinui 
the  Malay  Peninsula.  They  arc  small  in  staiuie, 
very  dark  in  colour,  and  are,  as  a  rule,  (juiet  and 
iiioirensive,  though  some  trihes  in  the  iiitcri(»r  arc 
not  to  he  trusted.  The  race  is  dyiiiij;'  out,  as  usually 
happens,  before  tlie  march  <>!'  civilisation  and  its 
attendant  evils.  The  Xicohar  Islands,  to  the  south 
of  the  .Andaman  group,  are  iiihahitcd  l>y  a  set  of 
treacherous  .savages  addicted  to  cannilialism. 

Leaving  Port  l^)lair,  wc  stood  across  to  the  main- 
land and  anchored  otl"  IJaiigotui.  where  wc  spent 
a  Piost  enjoyable  time,  visiting  Abindalay  and  (tther 
places;  but  having  to  return  to  Imlia,  we  were  too 
liurrie<l  to  projterly  apprei-iate  that  interesting  and 
beautiful  country,  and  it  was  with  regret  that  we 
took  our  de|)arture  and  sailed  for   Madras. 

The  Bay  of  l)emj,al  is  during  the  iirc\alence  of  the 
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iKirt li-t'iist  nK)iis()(tii  as  calin  as  u  lake,  and  alter  a 
few  (lays'  ]>loasaiit  sailiiii:;  wo  niodrcfl  inside  tlic 
lircakwatcr  at  Madras,  with  stern  cahlcs  to  the 
slioiv.  I)urin!4  our  stay  liero  we  wore  ni(jst  lios- 
j)italtly  ciitcrtaiiKMl  l»y  Lord  Wt-nlock,  tlio  (Jovcrnor, 
at  (Jindy,  Ids  conntry  rt'sidcncc,  sonic  seven  miles 
our  iVoni  tlie  city.  We  were  here  introduced  for 
the  lirst  time  to  tliat  ni'accrul  india'.i  antelope  the 
Mack  Ituck.  A  herd  of  these  animals  was  kepi  in 
the  [lai'k  at  (liiidy,  where  they  had  I'un  wild  and 
had   iiiereased  so  much   it    Itecame  necessary  t(»  thin 

jiermission  to  shoot  six,  which  his 


them  ;  so  we 


ha.l 


lordship  kindly  distrihiited  U)  the  sailors  of  the 
s(|uadron.  The  ciuh-liousc  is  j)rol»alily  the  finest 
in  India,  and  we  were  invited  to  a  ma<j;nificent  hall 
there  durinuj  our  stay. 

Whilst  at  Calcutta  I  lu-ard  of  a,  i)hice  nearColimere 
I'oint,  on  the  south  coast  of  Intlia,  where  lilaek  huck 
were  to  he  found,  but  it  was  said  to  he  a  dillicult 
pla<'e  to  e-et  at  and  the  landing;  danecn-ous.  Bein,e- 
desirous  of  visitiui:;  this  j»lace,  I  left  the  l>oadic(>a  to  iijo 
on  to  Trineumalee,  antl  jjroceeded  in  a  smaller  vesscd 
to  Noi^apatam,  where  we  eULfaued  a  j»ih»t  and  a,  local 


•raft 


with    a    native    crew 


famil 


lar   with    the    eoiust. 


Ilaviuii;  anchore(l  olf  the  j)la('e,  we  transferred  our- 
selves and  our  heloneines  to  the  surfd)oat  and  stood 
in  for  the  shore.  By  this  time  it  was  ipiite  dark, 
and  the  jirospect  was  not  encoura,i!;ine;.  ]Ioavy 
rollers  were  hreakiiiLC  all  round  us  and  threatciiinii; 
to  come  al)oard.  I'resontly  the  rotten  old  craft 
humped  on  the  har,  and  thinji;s  looked  had;  Imt  the 
hoatmeii  jum])e(l  overboanl  and  pushed  her  over  the 
]>ar  into  deep  water,  and  soon  afterwards  ran  her  on 
the  beach.     Having  laiubjd,  we  made  our  way  across 
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a  niaisli  to  a  deserted  l>nni;a]o\v,  where  we  made 
ourselves  as  eoinfortahle  as  we  could  for  the  nit:;ht, 
slee]»iiiLj  ill  some  straw  we  found    there,  and  seren- 


aded  l»y  jaekals  tlirouti,h   the   m 


iuhl.     Next 


niMriiiniX, 


after  an  earh'  hreakfast.  we  shoiildei'ed  our  rilles  and 


spread   out  over  the   plain, 
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as   sparsely   eoV' 


•  red  with  low  seiui>,  hacked  on  the  land  si<le  with 
jun;j,le  and  forest  trees.  We  had  not  ifoiie  far  when 
herds  of  Mack  hiick  could  he  seen  uiidlopinu;  across 
the  open,  ami  tiriiiLC  hecame  ijfeneral  ahuiiLi  the  line. 
The  antelope  allowed  us  to  approach  to  ahout  200 
yards,  when  they  moved  oil'  in  graceful  hounds.  As 
most  of  ilie  shots  were  at  I  jO  to  -JOij  yards,  a  oood 
many  were  missed;  hut  we  maiiau;ed  to  hai;'  twelve 
line  hucks,  three  of  which  fell  to  m\'  rille,  hefore  we 
returne(l  to  the  hunnalow.  WC  also  saw  a  few  par- 
tri<le;es,  hares,  ht.xes,  and  jackals.  'I'he  latter  made 
niuht  hitleous  with  their  melancholy  howls,  and  they 
stole  some  of  the  meat.  Tlu'  next  mornini;'  wi-  re- 
emharke(l  and   returned  to  'rrincomalee. 

A  year  later  1  auain  visited  this  place,  when  wc 
ha<l  the  same  expt'iieiice  landinu,"  in  the  surf;  hut 
this  time  it  was  daylight,  and  we  found  a  safe  nu- 
chorage  to  leeward  of  the  point.  We  lunl  some  very 
pretty  stalkinj;"  and  liaLfLCctl  twenty-five  antelopes, 
which  were  diviiled  hetweeii  some  vilhii^'ers  and  the 
ship's  (company.  After  my  return  from  this  expe- 
dition 1  received  a  letter  IVoin  the  district  eolleetor 
informinej  me  that  1  had  heen  poac^hinL,^  on  a  rajah's 
])reserve,  and  was  therefore  liahle  to  a  fine  of  500 
rupees  and  six  months'  imprisonment! 

I  regret  that  tiie  exiij,fncies  of  the  service  prevented 
nie  from  a,Ljain  payinj.?  a  visit  to  this  interestinui;  and 
most  sporting  place. 
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CHAPTER    XXIII. 

TIGER-SHOOTIXG    IX    CEXTKAL    IXDIA. 

It  has  l)eeii  said  that  sailors  go  rouud  the  worhl 
without  seeino-  it.  This  is  so  far  true  tliat  we 
sailors  seldom  have  the  opportunity  of  visiting  the 
interior  of  countries  where  we  may  be  stationed, 
and  even  then  we  have  little  chance  of  sport  except 
throuiih  the  kindness  of  influential  friends  who  are 
able  and  willing  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments. It  can  therefore  be  imagined  with  what 
delight  I  accepted  the  invitation  of  ray  kind  friend 
Colonel  H.  Vincent,  then  resident  at  Rampur,  to 
join  in  a  tiger-hunt.  The  month  of  April  is  per- 
haps the  best  for  big-game  shooting  in  India,  although 
it  is  the  hottest  time  of  year.  At  this  season  the 
dry  grass  has  been  burnt,  and  the  chance  of  meeting 
with  tigers  is  the  best.  In  April  1893  I  had  my 
first  experience  of  this  fascinating  s^  ort,  so  often 
described  by  abler  pens  than  mine — men  who  can 
count  their  tigers  by  the  score,  and  who  have  been 
familiar  with  Indian  shikar  from  their  boyhood, 
while  I  am  but  a  novice  at  the  trade.  I  trust, 
however,  that  I  shall  not  be  thought  presumptuous 
in  relating  my  experience  in  the  jungle,  small  though 
it  be,  and  contemptible  compared  with  that  of  many 
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good  sportsmen  with  far  more  knowledge  of  the 
subject.  Behold,  then,  my  trusty  flag- lieutenant 
and  self,  my  coxswain  thirsting  for  blood,  and  two 
native  servants,  comforthblv  established  in  u  saloon 
carriage  en  route  for  Rampur,  N.W.P.  The  iieat 
in  India  at  this  season  is  terrific  and  the  dust  awful, 
notwithstanding  the  precaution  of  wet  "  tatties  "  and 
other  luxuries,  so  well  managjed  in  Indian  rail\v;ivs. 
For  two  days  and  two  nights  we  traversed  the  plains, 
stopping  for  meals  at  stated  times.  The  scenery  en 
route  is  monotonous  and  depressing,  and  the  eye 
wearies  of  the  everlasting  dried-up  plain,  with  a 
few  trees  interspersed  ;  half-starved  natives  tilling 
the  soil,  and  emaciated  cattle  endeavourini»:  to  eke 
out  a  livino'  from  the  scant  and  withered  herbage 
along  the  route.  But  all  things  have  an  end,  and 
on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  we  were  welcomed 
on  the  platform  of  the  Rampur  station  l)y  our  genial 
host.  We  remained  at  his  conifortal)le  bungalow 
that  day,  sending  on  our  servants  and  baggage  the 
same  evening,  and  the  following  morning  we  started 
in  a  carriage  and  pair  on  a  long  drive  of  fifty  miles 
to  the  first  camp.  With  several  relays  of  horses  we 
reached  the  rendezvous  al)out  noon,  and  here  a  most 
welcome  and  picturesque  sight  awaited  us.  Our  tents 
were  pitched  under  the  shade  of  widespreading  trees  ; 
some  twenty  elephants  were  tethered  hard  by,  swing- 
ing their  trunks  to  and  fro,  whilst  their  mahouts 
were  busy  feeding  and  watering  them ;  a  number 
of  camels,  IjuUocks,  carts,  and  camp-followers  were 
scattered  about  eatins;  or  cooking  food,  and  otlier- 
wise  eni})loyed.  Each  sportsman  had  a  tent  to  him- 
self, with  batliroom  attached,  and  large  mess-tent, 
where  we   all    assembled  to   partake   of   sumptuous 
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fjire.  Never  had  I  seen  such  luxiiiy,  my  recoilec- 
tioii  of  camp  life  taki)ig  me  back  to  the  l)aiTeiis  of 
NewfountUand,  where  we  had  to  l)e  content  with 
one  tent,  or  tilt,  and  the  2)lainest  fare,  washed  down 
witli  water,  and  perhaps  "  a  wee  drop  of  the  cray- 
thur."  Here  we  revelled  in  iced  whisky-pegs  and 
soda-water  ad  lib.,  and  the  ])est  of  cooking. 

We  found,  to  our  disgust,  that  a  party  of  Tommy 
Atkins  from  Calcutta  were  camped  on  the  ground, 
and  had  been  shooting  deer  in  the  neighbourhood 
for  some  weeks,  disturbing  the  game  for  miles  round, 
so  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  move  on.  We  had  a 
small  shoot  that  afternoon,  and  b..gged  a  few  para, 
or  hog-deer,  and  a  couple  of  pig,  but  every  other 
class  of  oame  had  been  shot  or  driven  off  into  other 
jungles;  so  next  morning  we  struck  our  camp,  the 
btiiioaiie  was  packed  on  camels  and  sent  on  ahead 
to  the  next  camp,  and  we  started  oft'  on  elephants 
after  breakfast  to  shoot  our  wav  to  the  rendezvous. 
This  being  my  first  experience  on  an  elephant  proved 
how  very  ditticult  it  is  for  a  l)eginner  to  shoot  otf 
the  back  of  one  of  these  a.nimals  in  motion,  es]ieci- 
ally  with  a  rifte.  Another  thing  which  impressed  me 
greatly  was  the  extraordinary  sagacity  of  the  beast. 
1  should  not  have  mentioned  this,  supposing  it  to 
be  well  known,  had  it  not  been  that  1  have  heard 
that  a  high  ofticial,  and  an  authority  on  Indian  ele- 
phants, has  stated  in  a  book  on  sport  in  India  that 
the  ele[)hant  is  a  stupid  beast.  ►Such  was  not  mv 
experience.  After  ten  da3's  on  the  back  of  one,  1 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  very  much  the 
reverse,  and  that  he  is  superior  in  intelligence  to 
most  of  the  higher  class  of  animals,  and  often  to 
the  man  who  is  mounted  on   his  neck.     In  fact,  I 
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Avas  much  disousted  to  see  the  mahouts  diuuin^  tlieir 
pointed  iron  spikes  into  the  poor  l»easts'  heads  until 
the  blood  and  matter  spouted  out.  I  was  told  it 
was  necessary  to  keep  the  animals  in  sul)jection  ; 
but  1  do  not  believe  in  the  necessity  for  such  bru- 
tality, and  expressed  myself  strongly  to  that  etleet, 
the  result  being  that  my  mahout,  at  all  events, 
abstained  from  using  Ins  sjjike  whilst  I  was  there. 
Whilst  travelling  through  the  forest  this  man  kept 
up  a  running  conversation  with  the  elephant,  all  of 
which  the  huo;e  beast  seemed  to  understand.  Some- 
times  it  was  to  step  over  a  fallen  tree,  or  to  knock 
down  a  smaller  one  standino'  in  the  w-dv.  If  anv- 
thing  fell  off  the  howdah,  the  intelligent  creature 
carefully  picked  it  up  and  handed  it  to  his  master. 
Each  elephant  plucked  a  branch  of  green  leaves  to 
fan  himself  and  brush  off  the  Hies,  which  torment 
them  greatly.  I  cannot  see  where  the  stu})i<Utv 
comes  in;  it  certainly  is  not  with  the  elephant, 
Savage,  I  have  no  doubt,  they  occasionally  are,  espec- 
ially when  badly  treated,  and  at  certain  times  :  so 
also  are  horses,  bulls,  and  deer. 

We  reached  our  second  camp  itefore  sundown, 
having  met  with  various  kinds  of  game  on  the  way, 
such  as  deer,  peafowl,  jungle-fowl,  and  partridges, 
also  many  pig ;  l)ut  it  seemed  a  pity  to  shoot  the 
last,  as  the  natives  would  not  touch  them,  so 
they  were  left  to  the  jackals.  To  record  in  detail 
each  day's  work  would  be  monotonous.  A\'e  usually 
mounted  our  elephants  after  l)reakfast,  and  were 
under  way  by  nine  o'clock,  when  the  sun  was  at 
its  hottest,  but  never  oppressive,  and  we  did  not 
mind  it.  1  think  the  elephants  felt  it  more  than 
we,  especially  when  long  without  water ;   whilst  we 
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lia<l  ice  always  handy,  and  plenty  of  baccy.  The 
da3''.s  programnie  was  as  follows.  On  arriving  at 
a  likely-looking  hit  of  jungle  the  elephants  were 
formed  in  line  aljreast,  with  a  pad  elephant  between 
the  guns ;  so  in  this  way  we  covered  a  lot  of  ground. 
Each  s[>ortsman  stood  in  front  of  his  howdali,  gun 
or  riHc  in  hand,  and  a  spare  one  handy.  The 
orders  were  to  fire  at  nothinii:  but  tioer ;  and  it  was 
tempting  to  see  sambur,  sp(^tted  deer,  para,  pig,  and 
peacock  offering  splendid  chances,  and  not  to  shoot. 
After  luncheon  general  shooting  was  permitted,  and 
a  regular  popping  along  tlie  line  ensued,  as  game  of 
all  kinds  jumped  out  of  the  long  grass  :  but,  not- 
withstanding a  considerable  expenditure  of  powder, 
the  l)ag  was  generally  a  light  one.  1  do  not  know 
a  more  ditHcult  object  than  a  para  (hog-deer)  rush- 
ino-  througjh  the  long  grass,  if  one  is  mounted  on 
an  elephant  and  armed  only  with  a  riffe.  xVt  one 
place  we  managed  to  make  an  example  of  them, 
and  l)agged  over  a  dozen  in  a  corner.  A  few 
sambur,  pig,  and  spotted  deer  also  fell  to  the  rifles, 
and  peafowl,  jungle-fowl,  aijd  partridges  to  the  guns. 
Every  night  a  bullock  was  tied  up,  and  a  report 
made  in  the  morning  as  to  whether  it  had  been 
kilh'd  durino-  the  niiiht ;  but  it  was  not  till  we  had 
been  out  four  or  five  days  that  a  kill  was  recorded. 
Immediately  all  was  excitement  in  camp,  and 
after  a  hurried  breakfast  we  proceeded  to  the  spot. 
The  wretched  cow  had  l)een  tied  up  in  the  middle 
of  a  jungle  with  long  grass,  surrounded  by  dense 
woods.  The  head  shikari  said  that  the  tiger  was 
lying  up  close  to  the  kill,  as  is  their  custom  if 
undistur1)ed  ;  so  some  guns  were  sent  ahead  to  com- 
mand the  passes  where  the  beast  would  be  likely  to 
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break,  whilst  the  otlu-rs  formed  line  and  l)eat  up 
towards  the  kill.  ^ly  mahout  seh'cted  a  wod 
position,  at  tlie  junction  of  two  nullahs,  but  un- 
fortunately too  far  l)ack,  so  that  I  could  not  com- 
mand the  open  space  in  front.  The  tiger  was  at 
home,  but  did  not  stir  till  the  line  of  cle})hants  was 
close  upon  liim,  when  with  a  roar  he  bounded  out, 
and  keeping  to  the  left  front,  where  no  gun  was 
})Osted  (we  were  only  four  or  five),  escaped,  though 
several  shots  were  fired  at  him.  We  then  Ijeat  up 
a  neiuhbourino-  iunole,  where  another  ticjer  was  seen, 
but  missed,  owing  to  the  long  grass,  which  was  as 
hitih  as  our  elei)hants'  backs.  J\lucb  diso'ustcd,  we 
returned  to  camp. 

However,  our  luck  was  soon  to  change  ;  for  a  day 
or  two  afterwards  another  kill  was  reported  close  to 
(;amp,  and  in  a  favourable  position  for  getting  a  shot. 
On  reaching  the  place  we  observed  a  numljer  of  vul- 
tures sitting  on  a  tree  near  by,  showing  that  "  stripes  " 
was  at  home.  The  same  tactics  were  again  employed. 
1  was  sent  on  ahead  and  posted  at  a  corner  of  the 
jungle,  another  rifie  close  by ;  the  remainder  formed 
line  and  l)eat  towards  us.  The  grass  was  from  10 
feet  to  15  feet  high,  so  that  when  the  elephants 
entered  the  jungle  they  were  lost  to  sight,  except 
the  howdahs  and  their  waving  trunks,  lioekets  were 
now  thrown  into  the  jungle,  exploding  with  terrific 
noise  and  setting  fire  to  the  grass.  Presently  an 
elephant  trumpeted,  and  a  general  chorus  was  heard 
along  the  line  as  they  scented  the  tiger.  The 
challenge  was  answered  by  fearful  roars,  and  the 
excitement  was  now  intense,  the  mahouts  ursino;  on 
the  unwilling  elephants.  We  could  observe  the  grass 
moving  ahead  oi"  them,  but  it  was  impossible  to  see 
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wliere  to  slioot.  Tliu  lino  was  cloi-iiig  in  to  the  point 
where  [  was  ph'iced,  wlien  sudchjiily  there  was  a  iiash 
ot"  something  yellow,  as  a  tiger,  or  rather  two,  (hished 
out  close  to  my  companion,  Dr  Manifold,  who  fired 
right  and  left,  and  rolled  over  a  s])lendid  male  tiger. 
The  beaters  now  came  out,  and  we  crowded  round 
to  admire  the  magnificent  [)ro[)ortions  of  the  noble 
beast.  The  second  shot  had  taken  effect  at  the  back 
of  the  neck,  and  he  was  quite  dead. 

The  shikaris  said  there  were  two  tio'crs,  and  I  had 
distinctly  seen  the  grass  moving  beyond  where  the 
first  lay  dead,  and  had  fired  in  that  direction,  but 
without  effect,  believing  it  to  l)e  the  same  aidmal. 
So  the  line  was  formed  afresh,  the  same  plan  being 
pursued,  and  I  went  forward  as  l)efore.  The  second 
beast  had  gone  into  another  patch  of  jungle  near  by. 
Crackers  were  thrown  in,  and  soon  the  trumpeting  of 
the  elephants  announced  that  they  had  winded  the 
tiger,  and  again  its  movements  could  be  traced  by 
the  waving  grass.  There  was  a  narrow  jungle  path 
se})arating  one  patch  of  grass  from  another,  and  1 
saw  the  tigress  (for  it  was  a  female)  cross  it,  but 
had  no  time  to  shoot ;  so  urging  my  mahout  forward, 
I  took  up  a  good  position  ahead  of  the  advancing 
line,  when  the  tigress  broke  covert  to  the  left  close 
to  me.  1  gave  her  a  shot,  which  hit  her  too  far 
back.  She  immediately  disappeared,  but  was  viewed 
again  100  yards  awa}',  going  at  full  gallop  over  a 
ridge,  and  several  shots  were  fired  at  her.  AVe 
followed  on  the  line,  and  after  beatino-  about  for 
nearly  an  hour  she  was  up  again,  charged  an 
elephant,  and  in  the  confusion  that  ensued  retreated 
back  to  the  jungle  she  had  been  in  before.  The  line 
was  re-formed  to  beat  back,   and  aiijain  I  saw  the 
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5  jimult'-fowl,  20  l)l;ick  j>!!rtriiljj,ts,  2  snipe,  2  various  : 
totiil,  84  lioad. 

The  woiidci-rul  yarjis  on  Indian  shikar  related  over 
tlic  I'N'cninn'  jti|K' or  ('i<j,'ar  on  tlicsc  .sliootiii|L!;  exj^'di- 
tions  arc  not  the  h'ast  partoniie  enjoyment.  One 
famous  raconteur  related  how  a  tiecr  had  liit  him  a 
backhander  over  the  head,  rencK'rinu'  him  insi'iisiidc 
for  three  weeks.  The  doctors  could  make  notiiinu'  of 
his  case,  till  at  last  they  tried  trejiannine-,  when,  lo 
and  heliold  I  the  tiger's  claws  were  found  embedded 
ill  his  brain.  Upon  lifting  these  the  patient  speedily 
came  to  his  senses  and  recovered. 

Another  sportsman  was  charged  by  a  bear,  which 
he  knocked  over,  and  whilst  standing  with  one  foot 
on  the  animal's  carcass,  believing  it  to  be  dead,  he 
was  attacked  by  aiH^ther  bear,  which  he  also  rolled 
over.  Whilst  this  was  going  on  he  fancied  he  felt 
something  tickling  his  leg,  and  on  looking  down  he 
discovered  that  the  first  bear  had  eaten  the  calf  of  his 
leg,  leaving  only  the  bone  with  the  shooting  -  boot 
attached  to  it. 

A  third  party  declared  he  was  after  Ijison,  and 
was  charged  by  an  old  bull,  which  ttjssed  him  and  his 
horse  over  his  head,  throwing  them  yards  away  into 
the  jungle,  where  he  lay  whilst  the  bison  hunted 
around  looking  for  him  for  fifteen  minutes. 

There  was  another  yarn  of  a  boa-constrictor  which 
really  "took  the  cake";  but  I  forget  the  particulars, 
and  should  fear  to  be  accused  of  romancing. 
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hilt  in  shape  was  to  keep  a  wet  sponge  in  it.  For- 
trnately  the  niglits  were  cool,  and  wo  slept  out  of  doors 
under  mosquito-nets. 

After  a  hot  and  dusty  drive  of  thirty-five  miles  we 
arrived  at  a  most  comfortable  l)ungalow,  pictur- 
esquely situated  under  the  shade  of  large  mango- 
trees,  and  after  breakfast  and  siesta  Ilickley  and  I 
started  out  on  elephants  to  look  for  black  buck.  We 
had  not  gone  far  l)efore  we  saw  two  fine  bucks  lying 
down  in  a  very  ex[)osed  position,  which  we  pro- 
ceeded to  stalk  ;  but  they  soon  spotted  us  and  moved 
off,  oivinnr  VIS  a  loni;  shot  with  no  result.  We  then 
remounted  our  elephants  and  went  after  more,  and 
soon  came  across  a  small  herd  ;  but  the  animals  were 
too  wary,  so  we  divided  and  tried  to  circumvent 
them,  wlien  Ilickley  killed  a  good  buck,  and  we 
returned  to  camp.  The  next  morning  we  made  an 
early  start,  and  proceeded  on  elephants  to  a  forest  a 
few  miles  away.  The  country  hereabouts  was  pretty 
and  well  timbered,  resembling  a  park.  After  an 
hour's  ride  we  met  an  army  of  beaters  with  tom- 
toms, tin  kettles,  old  paraffin -cases,  &c.  Dismount- 
ing from  our  elephants,  we  were  taken  to  our  posts. 
The  Hajah  had  built  a  wall  five  miles  long,  cutting 
off  a  poition  of  the  jungle,  which  was  used  as  a 
preserve.  At  intervals  in  this  long  wall  o[)enings 
were  left  for  the  game  to  pass,  and  at  each  opening 
was  a  tower,  with  loopholes  on  the  side  facing  the 
jungle  and  at  the  sides,  with  steps  at  the  back.  In 
each  tower  a  gun  was  placed,  and  as  there  were  l)ut 
three  of  us,  I  was  put  in  the  centr' — the  Rajah's  seat 
— with  Colonel  Vincent  on  ouo  side  and  Ilickley  on  the 
other,  about  500  yards  apart.  At  a  given  signal  tlu' 
beat  commenced,  and  loud  shouts  and  beating  of  toni- 
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also  another  stai>-,  and  a  liind  that  had  been  wounded. 
A  single  pig  now  ai)peared,  but  receiving  a  ball 
tlirougli  the  body,  retreated  into  the  jungle  and  was 
afterwards  found  dead.  The  next  to  appear  was  a 
solitary  samlnir  stag,  which  I  killed  with  the  smooth- 
bore, followed  by  a  smaller  stag,  which  passed  on  the 
other  side  and  fell  dead  in  his  tracks.  The  beaters 
now  came  up,  and  we  gathered  up  the  slaiL.  Round 
my  post  were  lying  four  sambur  stags  and  a  hind, 
one  black  l)uck,  one  chincara,  four  pigs,  and  a  pea- 
cock. Hi(;kley  got  a  couple  of  sambur  stags,  twt) 
hinds,  and  a  cheetal  stag,  and  Vincent  got  a  sambur 
stag.  Total,  ten  sambur,  six  i)ig,  one  black  buck,  one 
ravine  deer,  one  peacock.  One  of  the  beaters  daimed 
to  have  Ijcen  goi-ed  l)y  a  sambur,  and  made  a  g'-eat 
fuss  al)out  it,  ])ut  Vincent  said  he  was  shannnini>; :  a 
drop  of  whisky  and  a  ti-itlinu'  douceur  soon  restored 
him.  Having  loaded  up  the  pad  elepliant  with  the 
game  we  returned  to  camp  Tlie  above  may  be  termed 
slaughter, — I  am  not  defending  it,  nor  do  I  claim  it 
as  sport :  it  was  l)attue  shooting  made  easy,  to  .suit 
the  liajah  ;  but  it  was  a  new  experience,  and  excellent 
practice  with  the  rifle  at  running  animals. 

In  the  evenino-  we  went  on  the  lake  in  front  of  the 
Rajah's  palace,  and  cruised  about  in  a  small  paddle- 
wheel  craft  worked  by  natives  on  a  treadmill,  which 
primitive  method  propelled  her  about  three  miles  an 
hour.  Flocks  of  whistling  teal  and  widgeon  were 
seen  ;  but  they  were  very  wild,  and  we  only  succeeded 
in  l)agging  one.  The  palace  was  a  poor  place,  full  of 
looking-glasses  and  tawdrv  rubbish,  no  doubt  pleasing 
to  oriental  taste.  There  were  some  big  fish  in  the 
lake,  and  we  tried  spinning  for  them,  but  without 
success.     A  few  alliuators  slumbered  on  the  banks. 
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look  for  liim.  Arriving  at  the  spot,  Vincent,  Hiekley, 
and  I  were  posted  in  maclians,  and  the  drive  com- 
menced, but  the  tiger  had  decamped.  We  went  to 
the  spot  where  the  l)nllock  had  been  tied  up,  to 
assure  ourselves  that  the  shikaris  liad  not  lied,  and 
saw  where  the  tiger  had  sprung  upon  the  poor  beast, 
and  liad  dragged  tlie  carcass  to  some  rocks,  where  we 
found  it  partially  devoured  and  in  a  stinking  condi- 
tion. Tlie  tiger  had  proljably  been  disturbed  and 
taken  the  hint. 

TJie  next  morning  we  visited  some  neighbouring- 
tanks,  and  back  to  breakfast,  liaving  bagged  four 
widgeon,  four  cotton  teal,  two  blue-winged  teal,  five 
sand-grouse,  and  a  l)race  of  partridges,  and  in  the 
evening  we  got  some  more. 

31a ij  3. — We  struck  camp  and  returned  to  Sutna ; 
but  observing  some  black  buck  en  route,  we  stopped 
the  carriage  and  tried  a  stalk.  The  antelopes  were 
lying  about  on  the  sky-line,  so  it  was  impossible  to 
get  close,  but  ilickley  with  a  long  shot  wounded  a 
fine  buck.  I  ran  to  cut  off  the  herd,  and  fired  some 
long  shots,  but  only  succeeded  in  killing  a  young 
black  buck  with  a  good  body  but  poor  head.  Follow- 
ing the  herd  into  the  jungle,  I  lost  them,  but  started 
a  big  lot  of  pig,  and  rolled  one  over  at  full  gallop. 
The  jungle  was  full  of  game,  but  we  had  no  time  for 
hunting,  for  we  had  to  catch  a  train  at  Sutna,  and 
the  same  evening  we  left  for  Bombay.  So  ended  my 
last  shoot  in  the  Indian  jungles. 
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€rew  were  lascars.  l']inl)arkiiig  at  Bombay,  we  sailed 
for  Mu.s(;at,  at  the  entrance  to  the  gulf,  and  ancliored 
off  tlie  town  tlirec  days  afterwards.  This  phice  has 
been  Ijrought  into  notice  by  reason  of  a  rebellion 
which  occurred  there  lately.  A  neighbouring  sheik 
deposed  the  Sultan  and  took  possession  of  the  town. 
The  Sultan  fled  to  one  of  the  forts,  from  whence  he 
fired  ]tromiscuously  into  the  town,  more  especially 
into   his  own  palace,  where  the  opposite   party  had 


J/iisCiXl,  from  the  ainhonigc. 


established  themselves.  After  some  desultory  fight- 
ing the  invaders  were  driven  forth  and  order  restored. 
At  the  time  of  our  visit  the  place  was  in  its  usual 
sle('[)y  i.'ondition.  Having  exchanged  complimentary 
visits  with  the  Sultan,  we  landed  and  walked  through 
the  subur1)s,  wliic^h  are  devoid  of  interest  and  filthy 
to  a  degree.  The  city  has  an  imposing  appearance 
from  tlic  sea.  Two  dilapidated  forts  commaiul  the 
entrance,  en"  would  do  so   if  provide<l  with   modern 
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artillery.     In  former  days   two   rival   sultans  estab- 
lished themselves  in  these  forts,  and  l)onil)arded  each 


other  across  the  water  till  one  tied  to  Boml)ay.     Tin 


forts  still   l>ear  the   marks  of  shot 
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fiices.  The  city  is  shut  in  1)}^  barren  and  precipitous 
mountains,  having  one  gap  through  which  a  hostile 
force  could  approach.  Not  a  vestigt^  of  herbage  is 
to  be  seen,  and  the  heat  is  terrific  ;  but  whilst  we 
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it  was  pleasantly  cool,  so  we  formed  a  rather  agree- 
able, but  erroneous,  impression  of  Muscat.  On  the 
eve  of  leaving  Muscat  tlie  Sultan  sent  oif  a  boatload 
of  live  stock  and  vegetal)l(.'S  for  the  crew  of  the 
Lawrence   and   a  gold  -  hilted   sword  for  myself.      I 


he  liked  with  th( 


told  Captain  lirownlow  to  tlo  as  ne  URed  with  the 
former,  and  1  proposed  to  return  the  latter ;  but 
as  th(^  Political  Agent  assured  me  it  w^ould  l)e  con- 
sidered an  insult,  I  kept  it  till  my  return  to  Boml)ay, 
when  I  offered  it  as  a  prize  to  the  best  lady  player 
at  halma,  and  it  was  won  by  my  daughter  after  a 
close  contest.  In  return  for  this  precious  article  1 
sent  the  ISultan  a  large  musical-box  for  the  amuse- 
ment of  the  ladies  of  the  harem. 

After  twenty-four  hours'  stay  we  stood  across  to 
Bushire,  a  Persian  city  situated  in  the  north-east 
corner  of  the  gulf.  Bushire  is  a  miserable  place  : 
the  houses  are  built  of  mud,  which,  baked  in  the 
sun,  gives  it  the  appearance  of  a  deserted  graveyard. 
No  colour  greets  the  eye  ;  the  country  is  flat  and 
desolate,  relieved  by  a  distant  chain  of  mountains 
in  the  background.  Ships  have  to  anchor  three 
miles  from  the  town,  and  the  sea  -  breeze  blows 
strong,  raising  a  considerable  sea  and  making  the 
landino-  sometimes  difficult.     We  met  with   a   most 
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hos|tit;)l>le  reception  from  Colonel  Wilson,  the  Pol- 
itical Aliment,  who  by  l»i«  kindness  made  our  stay 
most  ]>leasant,  and  the  time  passed  agreeably  till 
we  took  our  dci>arture  for  Bussorah  on  March  13. 
Bussorali,  or  Busrah,  is  a  Turkish  town  situated  on 
the  west  1)ank  of  the  river  Hhat  -  el  -  Arab,  about 
seventy  miles  from  its  mouth,  A  bar  extends  across 
the  entrance,  preventint>;  larne  ships  drawing'  more 
than  15  feet  from  crossini"'.  Having  negotiated  this 
bar,  we  entered  the  river,  and  passing  a  miserable 
fort  chIKmI  Fao,  we  anchored  off  Bussorah  on 
^larch   15, 

The  rivei'  Karun  falls  into  the  8hat-el-Arab  at 
a  })lace  called  ^lohammera,  where  lives  p(nverful 
sheik  much  dreaded  by  the  Turkish  autl  ities,  A 
tlotilhi  of  small  craft  l)clonging  to  the  sheik  are  always 
anchored  off  his  house,  and  it  is  customary  to  salute 
him  with  a  uun  when  i)assint'-,  to  acknowledi^c  his 
position — a  courtesy  which  is  always  returned.  Some 
miles  u})  the  Karun  lions  and  deer  are  to  be  found. 
Tliesc  ^lesopotamian  deer  are  said  to  be  the  parent 
stock  of  our  fallow-deer.  Snipe  and  francolin  are 
plentiful  in  this  locality,  13oth  hanks  of  the  Shat- 
ol-Arab  are  planted  with  groves  of  date-palms.  The 
export  of  dates  forms  the  principal  revenue  of  the 
country.  All  the  land  hereabouts  is  extensively 
irrigated,  and  heavy  crops  of  rice  and  wheat  arc 
raised  hereon,  Bussorah  is  the  principal  town  on 
the  river,  A  sijuadron  of  broken-down  Turkish  gun- 
boats are  anchored  otf  the  city,  under  the  orders 
of  a  connnodore,  who  ilies  his  Hao-  on  shore ;  and 
the  local  governor,  or  Wadi,  also  resides  here.  A 
considerable  trade  is  carried  on  between  Bussorah 
and  Bombay,  two  lines  of  steamers  being  employed 
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Po-J,  and  proceeded  .^p  the  ri"'!'  '^'"•^"'  '"  ""'■  '"- 

of  the  Garden-'of  fit,.^  ft'  ^'^  -i'l'o.sed  .si^e 
I'ore  on  our  way  down     ^   T      ,  ""™''"''  ^"  stoj, 
«'e   ngiit    hranei    entered    t    "t     ""'  ""'''  ^'''-''S 
.-■1-s  ahove  the  .junction    he     eo!l°''''-      ^'°''   «"™° 
■"g>   the    hants  are   low         .  TT'^'  "  """'terest- 
oi>  cither  side,  the  hom^  ^f    „  n"  '"""'"■■'*  c.xtend 
«"d  venomous  flies,  whnd,  i        ""'  f  -o^juitoes 
■t  ■«  advisable  to  push,    t  "'l  ^""''<  «»  'hat 

f-y'igi>t  au,l  anchir  I     h      rr  '  f"  P'"'  '"»■■"'? 
ic»t.al   locality.      The    n    du^  '  f     '"'''  *'"'^  l«»ti- 

""■*  '-■ '"'  -  -£  «:.r,'..s  S;,; 
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(existence.  Cliildroii  ran  itloiiii;  tlic  l)anks  in  a  stato 
of  nudity,  keeping  i»a(.*e  with  the  vessel,  and  clamour- 
ing'  for  any  iiarbauc  that  niiuht  he  tlirown  to  them. 
The  adult  male  ])o})ulation  .stood  staring  at  the 
vessel  as  she  forced  her  way  against  the  stream. 
Beyond  the  marshy  district  the  land  is  flat  on  both 
sides,  fringed  with  a  thorny  hrushwood,  in  which 
pig  and  francolin  are  to  be  found.  In  the  distance, 
on  the  eastern  side,  a  magniticent  chain  of  mountains 
extends  as  far  as  the  eye  can  rcacli,  their  summits 
cap})cd  with  snow.  The  first  ol)je<'t  of  interest  is 
Ezra's  tomb,  situated  on  a  l)end  of  tlie  river,  'flie 
dome  is  beautifully  (enamelled  with  tiles  of  a  tur- 
quoise blue,  and  stands  well  out  against  the  .sky-line 
when  the  sun  is  shining  on  it.  A  few  palm-trees 
mark  the  site.  So  tortuous  is  the  river  that  by 
landinu"  and  walkint;  acro.ss  a  bend  it  is  easy  to 
meet  the  steamer  some  miles  farther  on,  she  havino; 
to  traverse  a  considerable  distance  to  reach  the 
rendezvous.  In  this  way  we  got  a  little  exercise, 
and  managed  to  i)ick  up  some  game  for  our  table. 
We  stopped  to  coal  at  a  village  called  Koot,  Ijut 
did  not  land,  as  the  repulsive  and  insolent  attitude 
of  the  natives  was  not  inviting.  We  bought  some 
very  fine  sheep  at  this  ])lace,  with  heavy  brown 
fleeces,  for  four  rupees  each.  This  part  of  the 
country  is  well  adapted  to  the  breeding  of  stock. 
Large  herds  of  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  and  goats  roam 
the  pastures,  attended  by  their  swarthy  owners, 
who  live  in  mud  huts  near  by,  and  change  their 
quarters  as  convenient. 

In  the  evening  we  landed  for  our  usual  stroll 
with  the  gun,  arranging  a  rendezvous  some  miles 
farther  on ;    but  upon  approaching  the  place  about 
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and  deputed  I)r  Bnkor,  tlie  resident  medical  otHcer, 
to  entertain  us,  wliieli  ho  did  most  handsomely. 

The  first  view  of  the  eity  us  one  comes  round  a 
bend  of  tlie  river  is  decidedly  jjleasiuif.  The  Resi- 
dency and  European  houses  are  on  tlie  east  bank, 
and  a  l)ridu;e  of  boats  connects  this  portion  of  the 
city  with  the  western  suburb.  A  constant  stream  of 
[)eoph',  camels,  horses,  sheep,  and  goats  are  passing 
all  day  along  the  Itridge.  At  this  point  the  river  is 
350  yards  broad  and  30  feet  deep  ;  but  this  depth 
is  exceptional,  for,  owing  to  the  numerous  sandbars 
along  the  route,  it  is  only  navigable  for  (;raft  dra.w- 
ing  4  feet.  The  stream  runs  at  an  average  rate  of 
three  miles  an  hour,  in  ])laces  very  much  more, 
especially  during  the  hot  season,  when  the  snow  is 
melting  on  the  mountains.  The  country  bears 
evidence  of  having  at  one  time  been  thi<;kly  popu- 
hited  by  an  industrious  and  intelligent  pco[)le  : 
signs  of  ancient  grandeur  are  everywhere  visible. 
At  every  bend  of  the  river  are  ruins  of  tem})les, 
tombs,  and  cities  ;  but  now  there  is  desolation,  and 
the  wretched  inhabitants  are  poverty-stricken  and 
oppressed  :  ground  down  and  robbed  by  a  corrupt 
government,  they  have  no  energy  or  enterprise  •  left 
to  develop  the  resources  of  the  country. 

The  bazaars  are  superior  to  any  I  have  seen 
elsewhere,  and  fine  tapestries  and  silks,  embroidered 
in  gold  and  silver,  may  be  purchased  at  reason- 
able rates.  Smallpox  is  very  prevalent,  and  at 
least  a  third  of  the  population  suffer  from  this 
scourge.  The  town  is  filthy,  the  streets  narrow 
and  unpaved ;  mangy  dogs  are  everywhere  apparent, 
and  are  probably''  the  only  scavengers.  It  is  as  well 
to  take  a  guide  through  the  bazaars,  to  prevent 
being  jostled ;  and  if  there  are  ladies  of  the  party, 
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rivers  a  very  curious  conveyance  is  used.  This 
vehicle,  called  a  "  guppah,"  is  somewhat  on  the 
principle  of  a  Welsh  coracle,  but  is  perfectly  round, 
like  a  tub,  made  of  wicker-work,  covered  with  hide, 
and  coated  inside  and  out  with  tar.  A  large  one  can 
carry  a  dozen  men  with  a  horse  or  two,  and  a  couple 
of  men  propel  the  craft  with  paddles,  working  on 
opposite  sides. 

After  four  days'  very  pleasant  stay  in  Bagdad  we 
re-embarked  on  board  the  Comet,  and  started  on  our 
return  journey.  Going  down-stream  we  made  eleven 
or  twelve  knots  over  the  ground,  and  for  this  reason 
we  had  no  time  for  shootino-  as  we  could  not  o;et 
across  the  bends  in  time  to  catch  the  steamer,  ])ut 
we  managed  to  pick  up  a  few  francolin  after  she  had 
anchored  for  the  night. 

On  the  28th  we  arrived  at  Gurna,  and  went  asliore 
to  inspect  the  Garden  of  Eden,  There  is  but  little  to 
see  in  the  place,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  get  up  any 
romance  concerning  it.  A  miserable  vilhigo  marks 
the  site,  and  the  tree  of  knowledge,  whicli  was  shown 
us,  is  an  acacia  apparently  about  hirty  or  forty  years 
old.  Tliere  is  capital  snipe-shooting  to  be  had  at 
the  back  of  the  garden,  but  unfortunately  the  river 
had  overHowed  its  banks,  so  the  snipe  had  gone,  and 
we  only  saw  some  pig. 

The  next  morning  we  arrived  at  Bussorah,  and 
havinir  bid  adieu  to  our  friends,  we  re-embarked  on 
the  Lawrence  and  proceeded  down  the  river,  anchor- 
ing otl"  j\l(jhammera  for  the  night.  Being  delayed  by 
a  gale  of  wind  with  thunder  and  lightning  and  hail, 
we  spent  the  day  in  the  marshes,  bag^^ing  twenty-six 
sni])e,  three  cpiail,  and  five  francolin  :  the  following 
day  we  sailed  for  Karachi. 
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-iHE  1st  of  January  ISQ'i  fnnmri  fi.    a      i- 

ala       f  B    ,:;",n^^'^  Karachi  i,  „  ,o„,  ^ 

docks,  "if,   '  K."*  '^^  '^^"*^''  P""  "n'^'^"  i»  tl'o 

port  at  ■,      1 1       *''%/°"t!'-"-ost  monsoon   it  i.,  no 

JJoic  at  ,i|j,  whereas  Karaclii  is  nt  oil   *■ 

autl   sheltered    from    oil  ,        ,   ""  ''"<'''  •''*^«"''«. 

from  the  p  „        '  \  J'T  '""'"  '^,  ^""■■"«'  ^^^  ">il- 
the  two      I     :    '  „    ™''^™y  •?'"'  *™»"™y  •'o-'neet 

>.o„seisoi::f-;,:i''i;:\ftri^-  theeu 

Leaving  Karachi  by  the  night  train,  we  reached 
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the  banks  of  the  Indus  at  clayli(;ht,  where  the  Com- 
missioner's steamer  awaited  us,  and  conveyed  us,  a 
party  of  four,  seventy  miles  down  the  river,  where 
the    colonel    was    encamped.       Numerous    alligators 
were  basking  on  the   banks,   and  afforded  us  some 
pretty  practice   with   the  rilie,  several   being  killed. 
Arriviiio-  at  the  rendezvous,  we  found  camels  awaiting 
to   take   us  to   the   bungalow,  which   we  reached   in 
time  for  an  evening's   shoot,  wlien  we  bagged  some 
partridges  and  (piail,  and  captured  two  little  pigs  out 
of  a   herd.      The    next  day   was    devoted    to    duck- 
shootino-.     ]\Iounting  our  camels  after  breakfast,  we 
arrived  in  due  course  at  a  large  Ingoon,  covered  in 
parts  with  long  reeds,  having  open  spaces  between, 
with    large    trees   standing  in   the   water — a    perfect 
sanctuary  for  wildfowl.     Each  gun  or  pair  of  guns 
was  told  off  to  a  boat,  in  which  were  two  natives. 
One  poled  in  the  stern,  the  other  sat  in  the  bows  to 
retrieve.     Soon  the  firing  became  general,  and  clouds 
of  ducks  rose  from  the  swam}).     Whenever  a  l)ird  fell, 
overboard  went  the  1)owman  to  fetch  it.     The  water 
was  from  knee-  to  waist-deep,  and  many  ducks  were 
lost,  as,  if  not  dead,  they  dived  and  held  on  to  the 
reeds  under  water,  where  it  was  ditticult  to  get  them. 
Even  when  dead  they  disap})cared  under  the  network 
of  weeds,  added  to  which  many  were  stolen  by  eagles, 
which  hovered  overhead  and  pounced  upon  the  slain. 
However,  there  was  plenty  for  all,  and  the  result  of 
the  day's  sport  was  eight3'-seven  ducks  of  diUcrent 
sorts,  mallard,  ])in-tail,  spot-bills,  shovellers,  pochards 
of  two  kinds,  widgeons,  and  teal.     This,  by  the  bye, 
is  the  only  place  where  I  have  ever  shot  the  mallard 
out  of  the  British   Isles,   though   I  am  aware  they 
abound  in  Norwa}'  and  other  countries. 
January  4  we  devoted  to  general  shooting,  walking 


'  ! 


imi 


DUCK-SHOOTIXG. 


the  Colli- 
ded us,  a 
er,  where 
alligators 

us  some 
ig  killed. 

awaitinor 

'ached  in 
[^ed  some 

pigs  out 
to  duck- 
kfast,  we 
'vered  in 
between, 
^    perfect 

of  guns 

natives. 

bows  to 
d  clouds 
bird  fell, 
lie  water 
;ks  Avere 
1  to  the 
3t  them, 
network 
'  eagles, 
le  slain, 
esult  of 
lifferent 
ochards 
he  bye, 
mallard 
'e  they 


valkinof 


H3 


irt'''om"h  "'  ""^'-''.™'TP'-otty  and  varied  day's 

snipe,  2G  qua.l.     Tlie  next  two  days  were  spent    , 
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took  train  and  retuniecl  to  Karachi,  making  up  the 
grand  total  of  our  bag  on  the  East  Indian  station 
to  4817  head. 

On  the  eve  of  departure  of  any  celebrity  from 
India  it  is  customary  to  give  him  a  banquet  at  the 
Byculla  or  the  yacht  club,  and  what  is  called  a  good 
"  shove  off."  Thus  when  Lord  Eoberts  left  for 
England  we  were  able  to  assist  at  the  function, 
and  escorted  tiie  gallant  and  popular  General  to 
sea  with  a  Heet  of  small  craft — an  attention,  I  have 
reason  to  believe,  he  greatly  appreciated.  Likewise 
on  Lord  Harris's  departure  we  were  delighted  to  do 
him  honour.  His  Excellency  was  previously  enter- 
tained by  the  members  of  the  yacht  clul),  on  which 
occasion  it  devolved  on  me  to  return  thanks  for  the 
Navy.  The  following  verses  appeared  in  a  local 
paper  a  day  or  two  afterwards  : — 
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TiiEui  Utility. 

"What  has  always  surprised  nie  is  the  extraordinary 
ignorance  or  indilTerence  to  naval  matters  by  the  public 
in  general  all  over  the  world.  .  .  .  When  stationed  in 
Scotland,  it  was  part  of  my  duty  to  visit  the  coastguard 
stations,  on  which  occasions  1  had  to  appear  in  uniform. 
It  wa3  no  uncommon  thing  for  me  to  be  taken  for  a  railway 
guard." — H.E.  Admiral  Kennedy,  at  the  yacht  club  dinner 
to  Lord  Harris. 

"  Sing  hey,  lads  all,  for  a  song  of  tlie  sea, 
And  raise  a  cheer  for  our  lioyal  Xavee ; 
Though  I  must  say  I  never  could  see 
That  1-ioyal  Navee's  utilitee. 

'Tis  the  British  custom  old  to  extol  oiu-  Xavy  bold, 
And  to  rend  the  air  with  cheers  for  gallant  Jack ; 

But  if  /  were  just  to  show  you  how  little  people  know 
Of  the  Navy,  you'd  be  taken  quite  abaclc. 
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A   BALL   ON   BOARD    THE  BOADIrKA. 
And  our  momll  Lv  di '"t  "",   "•"''"""«  "'°  ■""'"  b™"! 

"'^ndr;f,'i;;,''t'^iirt- '■T"  -  '"-■"■--  ""«'• 

M'hile  thoy  eve,^  flrUM      , '  ™"\''"'<""  >''«  "Toot ; 

"Rastel." 

Lcansdowiie  on  the  eve  of  f).  •    V        ^  ^'^^y 

hue]       T]        1  •  ^"'^^'^"  <leparture  for  Eno-- 

I   remained    be  Ll.ftl.'tr^R'''  ,''°"'  ^'■''"  ^  '^^ 
Trineonnlee     !  ^  ""    B<««'":™    sailed   for 

them  to  pursue  tl.cir  l.omeward  voyage 
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The  Boadicea's  lime  having  expired,  she  was 
ordered  liome  to  pay  off,  her  place  being  taken 
hy  the  Bonaventure,  a  smart  cruiser,  but  quite  un- 
suited  for  a  flag-sliip.  The  transfer  was  made  at 
Aden,  and  it  was  with  a  sorrowful  heart  I  watched 
my  old  Hag-ship  steam  out  of  the  harbour,  taking 
away  my  shipmates,  with  whom  I  had  been  associ- 
ated for  close  upon  three  years,  and  for  whom  I 
had  a  sincere  regard.  AVe  returned  to  Colomljo  in 
the  Bonaventure,  and  remained  there  till  my  relief 
was  a[>pointed,  when  we  went  to  Bombay,  and  I 
turned  over  the  command  of  the  station  to  Admiral 
Drunnnond,  and  went  home  by  mail-steamer. 

AVhat  touched  me  most  on  leavinsj  the  station 
was  the  soldiers'  farewell :  a  large  party  of  them 
embarked  on  board  one  of  the  British  India  steaiiiers 
and  escorted  us  out  to  sea,  cheering  vociferously  as 
lono;  as  we  were  within  sioht  or  hearino;. 

With  the  hauling  down  of  my  flag  the  last  act 
in  my  otKcial  career  closes.  It  may  not  be;  out  of 
place  to  quote  in  conclusion  the  words  of  my  favourite 
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"  I've  l)raved  the  stormy  ocean, 
In  f(ireiij;n  lands  I've  been, 
To  iiusfortunc.  I've  not  been  a  stranger; 
I've  had  my  share  of  troubles, 
Many  curious  siglits  I've  seen, 
But  I've  managed  all  right  through  the  dangei 
The  clouds  they  may  gather, 
The  sky  it  may  look  black, 
There's  a  sweet  little  cherub 


Keeps  watch  for 


poor 


Jack 


80  away  with  melancholy, 
We'll  all  be  gay  and  jolly  ; 
Hurrah  for  the  life  of  a  sailor  ! ' 
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P-^- — 111   the   meaiitimo,   as   my  sorvicos  arc   not 
requircfl,  J  am  reduced  to  tliis — 
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I.a)tdvLrk\  our  Itonw  in  S:ri<h  it. 
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terrific  gale,  20  i-t  scq. — narrow 
escape  of  being  blown  up,  22 — 
floating  the  Lord  Ucujlan,  23 — a 
severe  winter,  ih,  —  joins  the 
Naval  l^rigade,  24  —  in  the 
trenches,  ih.  et  se.rj. — transferred 
to  tht  Sphinx,  27 — to  Constanti- 
nople with  despatches,  28 — 
rejoins  the  fleet  at  Odessa,  ih. — 
the  fall  of  Kinburn,  29 — transf(  .■ 
to  the  A/i/iers  and  return  to 
England,  30 — the  liodne.ifs  part 
in  the  bombardment  of  Sebastopol, 
ih.  at  sif/. — appointed  to  the  Ca/- 
riitta,  33 — passage  to  IIong-Kong, 
ih.  it  siij. — a  novel  form  of  sea- 
l)athing,  3(i — war  with  Ciiina,  38 
ft  seq. — attack  on  Macao  Fort, 
39  et  seq. — three  months  in  an 
open  boat,  41  — capture  of  the 
Duteh-folly  Fort,  42— bombard- 
ment of  Canton,  43 — use  of  tor- 
pedoes, &c.,  by  the  Chinese,  4;")  — 
attack  on  junks  and  Frencli-folly 
i''ort,  4()  tf  scq.- — bond)ardmc'nt 
of  the  Rogue  Forts,  49  ct  siq. — 
operations  on  the  Canton  River, 
53  et  seq. — a  riie  in  tiie  Factories, 
56  et  scq. — firing  the  town,  59 — 
one  boat  i-ersus  eighty  junks,  (j3 
ct  scq. — evacuation  o*'  Canton,  09 
i:t  seq.— in  connnand  of  the  EcKjhl, 
70— a  mandari,  s  lircctions  for 
the  destruction  of  British  ships, 
71  ct  siq. — ma'i.sacre  of  passengei's 
and  crew  of  :i  British  steamer,  77' 
— adventure  s  in  the  paddy-tields, 
79  et  seq.  —  reinforcements  from 
England,  82— battle  of  Fatsiian 
Creek,  84  it  scq.  — Sir  Henry 
KeppcTs  account  of  tln^  action, 
91 — promoted  to  lieutenant,  92 — 
Comnussioner  Yeh  and  the  Tartar 
General  captured,  93 — searching 
for  pirates,  94  et  seq. — capture  of 
the  I'ciho  Forts,  1(16  it  scq. — up- 
river  to  Tient/.in,  110  et  scq. — 
signing  of  the  peace  treaty,  114 — 
return  to  England,  ih. — the  Cn/- 
culta  paid  oil",  117 — ordered  to 
join  the  Trafahinr,  it). — a  ship- 
.mate's    yarns,     118  —  appointed 


first  lieutenant  of  the  Wasp,  119 
—an  adventurous  voyage,  120  et 
seq. — on  t!ic  rocks,  123 — sport  on 
Robben  Island,  125 — Mauritius, 
126 — searching  for  slavers,  127 — 
ashore  on  a  coral  reef,  128 — nine- 
teen days  in  an  open  boat,  130 
et  seq. — arrival  at  Zanzibar,  139 
— the  Iskuiiihih  Shcih,  141 — the 
Wcisp  afloat  iigain,  145 — return 
to  Mauritius  147 — the  ascent  of 
the  "  Peter  Botte,"  148  et  seq.— 
the  Wasp  ordered  home,  152 — 
joins  the  Ifero,  153 — Bermuda,  ih. 
— the  XcuT/'ssus,  154 — at  Simon's 
Bay,  ih.  et  seq. — sport  at  Saldhana 
15ay,  156  ef  -"q. — incidents  of  the 
passage  iiome,  l5S  t-<  seq. — ap- 
pointed first  lieutenant  of  the 
Victoria,  160 — a  trip  to  Tunis, 
//;.  ct  scq.  —  accompanies  Lord 
Clarence  I'aget  to  Constantinojile, 
161 — llag-lieutenant  to  Lord  Clar- 
ence, 162  —a  yacliting  adventure, 
ih.  ct  ,v(-7.— receives  commander's 
commission,  168 — joins  the  I'cslal 
in  the  West  Indies,  169-trans- 
ferred  to  the  J'eiiideer,  ih.  — 
stationed  at  Callao,  172  et  scq. — 
revolution  in  Peru,  173  et  seq. — 
sport  on  Charles  Island,  178 
e.t  >ieq. — duck-shooting  at  Mazat- 
lan,  181  et  seq. — a  revolution,  182 
'/  seq. — destruction  of  S-'u  Sal- 
vador by  an  eartlnjuake,  187  ct 
scq. — sport  in  Vancouver,  193 — 
returns  to  England,  198 — voyage 
to  Valparaiso,  202  et  seq. — a  ship 
on  lire,  203 — home  again,  207 — 
appointed  senior  ofiicer  on  the 
coast  of  Newfoundland,  208 — 
sport  in  Newfoundland,  212,  217 
et  Scq.  —  a'u  Bermuda,  220  — 
Jamaica,  222  —  Belize,  224  — 
Havana,  225 — the  Bay  Islanders, 
229 — report  on  Hayti,  ili.  ct  .'nq. 
—in  connnand  of  Loi'd  Warden, 
234  et  seq. — transferred  to  Ajax, 
240 — shooting  caribou  in  New- 
foundland, 241  — ^  senior  otlieer 
on  the  soutii-east  coast  of  South 
America,    244    et   seq. — Pernam- 


f  the  JVaxp,  119 
s  voyage,  120  ct 
s,  123 — sport  on 
125 — Mauritius, 
3r  slavers,  127 — 
reef,  128 — nine- 
open  boat,  130 
t  Zanzibar,  139 
S/,a/i,  141— the 
.in,  145— return 
— the  ascent  of 
e,"  148  el  stq.— 
3(1  home,  152 — 
3 — Bermuda,  iJi. 
154 — at  Simon's 
iort  at  Saldiiana 
"incidents  of  tiie 
jS  et  s(?7.— ap- 
iutenant  of    the 

trip  to  Tunis, 
"ompaniej,  Lord 
C'onstantinojile, 
mt  to  Lord  Clar- 
iting  adventure, 
■es  commander's 
-joins  the  Vestal 
ies,  169 — trans- 
Ueindetr,  //>.  — 
lo,  172  e/.  K(q. — 
•u,  173  <'f  siicj. — 
L's  Island,  178 
oting  at  Mazat- 
.  revolution,  182 
on  of  ,S''n  Sal- 
thquaiie,  187  ct 
ncouver,  193— 
id,  198 — voyage 
2  et  neq. — a  ship 
le  again,  207 — 

ofiiuer  on  the 
uidland,  208 — 
dland,  212,  217 
rmuda,  220  — 
Belize,  224  — 
)  Bay  Islanders, 
fayti,  ih.  ct  i^eq. 

Lord  IVarden, 
iferred  to  Ajax, 
ribou  in  New- 
-  senior    otlicer 

coast  of  South 
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!;"'"'  2^;,'-l'''>-nandodo  x\oronha, 
-4b         i,,„„ua     i„     the    South 
Atlantic,    247-up    the     I'arand, 
-.0  ,/  .eq      San  Bl.us,  253  .t  „■,. 
-the       \\elsh      settlement      of 
^,l'"pat,    25(i    a    ,v,,.-3port    h. 
latagonia,  259  H  ...^.-tl-.e  shin 
on     hre       2G0-the      Falkla 
Islands,  2C4-.the  South.    Ameri- 
can M,«.smn,   260  et  seq.  -Mo.te 

\  ld(>n      •-    O       1^ . 


Video,    1:72— Buenos 


Livingstone,  Dr,  146. 

Lomloti,  l(i. 

1-ord  JUiijIan,  20,  23. 

Lord  Ward,,,,  2'^  o  nq. 

Luce,  Captain,  2u. 

Lufigy  liver,  134. 

Lyn.r,  19. 

Lyons,  Lord,  Kil. 

Lyons,  Sir  Edmund,  Id,  27,  30,  161 


Ayres,   273 


-a  clever  .jwindler,  "274  — in 
command  of  the  Eas.  India  sta- 
t.on,  2..  ,7,se.;._thedignity  of 
an  admiral,  278-spurt  at  J:,.d,.i. 

«JJc..2.9,3U2,...,._Mauritius 
attei  a  cyclone,  280- sport  on  the 
■sland  283e<.,ev.-i;„;,,  o,,*; 
—Madagascar,  293  et  *«7.— Fa." 
^I"l'a>-    I^lan.i,     295 -the    Scy- 

chelles,  297,7...;. -Ceylon,  305 
et  .v.^.-Lombay,   309-Caicutta, 

,/;e<  «.^  the  Andaman  Islands 
3.2-Madras,  314-.sport  at  Col 
"nere  Point,  //>.  ,./  L,.-^-tiZ. 
shooting  in  Central  India,  316,/ 
"'''■  T'''""  and  gun  in  X.W 
iovinees,  325  ./  ,,,,,.  __  ^.p  ^ho 
Persian  (lulf  to  llaydad,  kl  et 
s^'/.-duck-shooting  near  Karachi, 
l^ljt^  ^  -  end  of  his  ollicia, 

Keppcl  Island,  267. 
Kinburn,  28,  29. 
King,  Captain,  23. 
Kirk,  Sir  John,  141. 
Kiswara,  131. 
Kivinge,  132. 

Knight's 'Crui,se  of  the  Falcon '.e 
ferred  to,  24(i  ,/  s,n. 

Kowloon,  79. 


Labrador,  219. 

Lansdowne,  Lord,  .30!)  ,7  scya,  345 

Laughton,  Professor  J.   K.,  li(i 

Lawrence,  331  ,:/,sv,y. 

^-  />'!/,  201  et  .seq. 

Liaia,  173  et  .•<eq.,  !96. 

Lintin  Island,  94. 

Lisbon  bar,  7, 


AJacao  Fort    39,  40,  42,  62,  66,  69. 
^Mackenzie,  Jiishop,   146. 

-Madagascar,  291,  293,/  .,  n 

Madeira,  33,  121,  I71,  o„o 

Madras,  313,  314. 

Magellan,  Straits  of,  171,  206 

-^'ahc,  297,  299, /.s,y. 

Malakoll,  the,  2(i,  29 

'Malta,  8,  9,  160, 'l  68." 

Mandarin    di.stingui.shing  marks  of 

the  dillerent  grades,   71,    114 
■Maiizanilla,   187. 
-^luriitliini,  236. 
Mur//,o,-oiti//,,  162. 
Matanzas,  225 

Mauritius,    126-the  ascent  of  the 

I'ctcr   IJotte,"   148  e/  «,r/.-de- 

vastation   of,   by  cyclone,   280  ,/ 

^''7.— sport  ill,  283  ,/  ,sy^.__294, 

JIazatlan,  181,  ],S3,  IS.!,  198. 

Mediterranean  station,  16(1, /,.,o 

Meldrum,  Professor,  his  theory  as  to 
cyclones,  281.  ^        "-' 

^I  line   Admiral  Sir  Alexander,  .153. 
Mirs  Hay,  96. 

AJockler,  Colonel,  135,  337 
Mohanmiera,  334,  340 
Monda,  127,  134,  136.' 
Monte   A'i.leo,    205,   2-'->*>'ii    o , -, 
249,272,  274.  """     '         ' 

Mozandiiijue,   127. 
Murray,  Patrick,   160 
Muscat,  332. 
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^achimolF,  Admiral,  11 
Nagasaki,   1  I4. 

^•«/r;.s,s«.s,  152,  153,  154,  158. 

Navy,  the,  as  it  was  fifty  years  ago. 
It7. v.,/. -discipline  in,  13  ,7  ,"0 
— icave  granted  to  ofiicers,  117— 
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tlio  naval  reserve,  234 — ignorance 
about  the  navy,  "J.'j") — beneficial 
eH'ects  of  the  naval     .hibitioii,  '2'M> 

Newfoundland,  2i}S  il  kkj. — t'xC 
llsherics,  '209  -dilliculties  in  navi- 
gating the  coasts,  'J  10  ct  seq.,  214 
I'l  Mtq. — sport  on  tile  island,  21 '2 
ef.  neq.,  217  ct  ne.q. — the  inhabi- 
tants, 21.'? — magisterial  duties  of 
the  captain,  210  '/  "i  q. — the 
French, 220 — shooti^.g  expeditions 
to,  241  1 1  seq. 

Nicaraguan  Canal,  i97. 

Nicobar  Islands,  81.'?. 

X'uitr,  4.1,  76. 

N'unrod,  1<I4. 

Norway.  201. 

Nuwara-lOliya,  306. 

Odessa,  12,  2S. 
OrjifKiix,  l.").'i. 

Paget,  Admiral  Lord  Clarence,  160, 
Mil,  162,  lO.'l,  168. 

I '.•mania,  1!)2,  li)6. 

l'aran;i,  the  river,  2")0. 

Patagonia,  24"),  2.")3  iJ  arq.  —  sport 
in,  2i")9  (t  s(q. — the  Patagonian 
Indian,  261 — its  geological  inter- 
est, ih. 

Peiho  Forts,  capture  of  the,  104  et 
.y(q.  —  ll4. 

Peiho  river,  104,  110,  11. '1. 

Perekop,  27. 

Pernandjiico,  245. 

Persian  Culf,  a  voyage  up  the,  ,'?31 
<  /  m  q. 

Peru,  a  revolution  in,  173  ct  xcq. 

Pichili.  (Julf  of,  104. 

Pim,  Lieutenant  IJedford,  of  the 
Jidultnr,  61. 

Pique,  104. 

Pirates,  hunti.i!/  for,  during  the 
China  war,   76,  94  ct  scq, 

Phnr,  8"),  86. 

Port  Louis  (Falidand  Islr'ids),  171. 

Port  Louis  (Mauritius),  126,  147, 
280. 

Port  Madryn,  2.')6. 

Port  Stanley,  171. 

Price,  Sir  Koss,  242. 

Prowse,  Judge,  216,  217. 


'■■■<ychi;,  161,  168. 

Purvis,  Admiral. I.  C,  22. 

Putiatine,  Count,  92. 

Queen,  the  passenger  steamer,  cap- 
tured by  the  Chinese,  77. 
Quiloa,  131. 

Rabbit  Island,  L56. 

Rdlrhjh,  82,  88. 

Rampur,  tiger-shooting  at,  316  et 
s,q. 

Randolph,  George,  Commander  of 
the   Roilnni,  2,    10,    16,    IS. 

Rangoon,  313. 

Redan,  the,  26,  29. 

Reid,  Mr,  American  representative 
at  Hong-Kong,  92. 

Ihiiidicr,  169  ct  Kcq. 

Reunion,  2S0,  '?m  ct  {<cq.,  302. 

/.'(//( man,  252. 

Rigby,  Colonel,  139,  141. 

Kio  lie  Janeiro,  170,  171,  245,  !.'■  / 

Robben  Island,  12."). 

Roberts,  Lord,  344. 

Robin.son,  MriJcorge,  283,  294. 

Rochecouste,  M.,  285. 

Hod  lie  If,  2  et  neq. — nearly  \vrt.c!\ed 
on  Lisbon  bar,  7 — nearly  v/ater- 
logged  between  (Gibraltar  and 
Malta,  8 — in  BesiUa  P.ay,  9 — at 
Constantin(>ple,  10 — at  Sinope,  11 
— at  the  bombardment  of  Odessa, 
12— -in  Kalchic  Ray,  ih.,  15 — in 
'  Kalamita  Ray,  15 — oil'  the  Alma, 
16 — at  the  bombardment  of  Se- 
bastopol,  1  7  ct  sc.q.  — the  Rodney  a 
part  in  the  bombardment,  30  et 
.■.'7.— 86. 

Rodriguez,  'i',  ,  281,  294,  302  et 
.svr/. 

Rolland,  Commander  \V.  R. ,  34, 
39,  62. 

Rosario,  253,  275. 

Rovunia  river,  13!.  144. 

Rid>!/,  222,  244  (/  vfr/. 

Rugged  Islands,  104. 

St  Elena  Ray,  261.  263. 
St  Helena,  115,  15'2. 
St  .lago,  204. 
8t  Juan  de  Nova,  295. 
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steamer,  cap- 
!se,   77. 


y   at,    316  tt 

9inmaiuler  of 
16,   18. 


epresentative 


q.,  302. 
41. 

■]     OAK     •>  r 
1,   -•it. J    ..J., 


283,  294. 

.rly  v.Tcc!\ed 
eaily  vater- 
Ijniltar     and 

Iky,  0— at 
it  Si  nope,  1 1 
it  of  Odessa, 

ib.,  15 — in 
li'  the  Alma, 
iiient  of  Se- 
ilie  RoilncjjH 
ment,  30  tt. 

!94,    302   e< 

V.    R.,    34, 


^ 


•St  Vincent,  204. 

Saldhana  Hay,  1")6. 

Salt  Lake  City,  198. 

>>'ar/ii>.'ioii,  21,  39,  44. 

San  IMas  (Mexico),   182  ct  seq.,  196. 

San  Bias  (Patagonia),  2.'J3,  2:)o. 

San  Salvador,  destroyed  by  an  earth- 

(luake,  187  c/  seq. 
SuNsvcmil,  2(1,  31. 
Santa  Catalina,  buried  treasure  in, 

22.3  ef  siq. 
Saumarez,  C'onunandcr,  106. 
ISriilla,  173. 
Sebastopol,     12,    16— bombardment 

of,  17  c^  .sr^.— the  fall  of,  28,  29. 
Seychelles,  127,  296,  297  ct  stq. 
Seymour,  Admii'al  Sir  Michael,  33, 
38,   43,    ()7,   S3,   85,   86,    91,   92, 
106,    108,    111,   113,    114. 
Seymour,  Culme-,  Admiral  Sir  Mich- 
ael, 90. 
.S7ia/(,  200,  206. 
Sliamean  Forts,  40. 
SJiangliae,  104. 
Shannon,  92. 
Shetlands,  attempt  to  obtain  naval 

recr'iits  in  the,  235. 
Siilon,  12."). 
Sierra  Leone,  160. 
Simon's  Hay,  12,"),  154  cf  seq. 
Singapore,  35,  115. 
Sinope,  the  nuissacre  of,  10  et  seq. 
Sir  Churtes  For/n-.i,  85. 
Sidney,  104,  105,  !ll6. 
Slave  tratlic  on  I'^ast  coast  of  Africa 
searching  for  slavers,  127,    128— 
the    "Free    Emigration   Trading 
Company,"  147. 
Smart,  Sir  Kobert,  160. 
Smith,  Howden-,  N.,  112. 
L^myth's  Cliannel,  171. 
-iorelli  rocks,  9. 
South  American  Mission,  the,   266 

ef  seq. 
Louth  American  station,  in  command 

of  the,  244  ef  seq, 
Spaniard  Harbour,  268. 
Sphin.>;  -21,  28,  29. 
Spitef'nl,  \~  it  seq.,  31. 
Sttiv/inij,  82. 
Staten  Island,  267. 
Stewart,  Admiral  Sir  Houston,  117, 


Stirling,   Bishop,    258,   260,   266  et 

_    »q. 

Sumatra,  35. 

Sutiui,    big  game  shooting  at,  325 

et  seq. 

Sutton,    .John,    127,    131,    135-1.38, 

143,  144. 
Sirallow,  253. 
Swan  Island,  228. 
Sweden,   347. 

Sl/hit/r^  (y-2. 

Symonds,  of  the  Arethiisa,  10. 

Table  Bay,  125. 

Talde  Mountain,  155. 

7'«;V',  escape  of  the,  from  Sinope,  11. 

Tamitave,  293. 

Tclitniaya,  the,  25. 

Tepic,  182  ct  s<q.,  196— the  "  Tiger 
of  Tepic,"  186. 

Terrihle,  21. 

Tient/.in,   110,  111,  113,  114. 

Tierra  del  Fuego,  266  et  seq. 

Tigris,  the  river,  335  et  s>q. 

Tonga  Island,  133. 

Tongy  Bay,  131. 

Torpedo,    practice   with  the  W'liite- 

head,  20o. 
Tova  Island,  260. 
I'ozer,  Bishop,  224. 
Tmfahjur,  117,  118. 
Trihiine,  83,  86. 

Trincomalee,  277,  291,  'iu:-,  ,t  see,., 
34"). 

Trinidad  Island  in  the  South  At- 
lantic, 246  et  seq. 

Triiiniph,  206. 

Tunis,  160. 

Tuscaloosa,  tender  to  Confederate 
cruiser  Alahama,  158. 


Uskuwaia,  266  et  seq. 

\'aldez   I'onitisula,  tlie,  263. 
Valjiaraiso,  172,   173,  2n6. 
Vancouver,  103  etseq. 
Vunihrbilt,    United    States    cruiser, 

l.")7. 
Varna,  12,  15. 
Vemjeance,  23. 
rest,tf^    169. 
Victoria,  160,  162,  168. 
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WenlooU,  Lord,  .Si 4. 
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